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PREFACE.  '  V 

imoBt  important  in  every  respect  is  that  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made,* 

"  The  public,''  says  its  author,  **  is  here  presented 
with  perhaps  the  most  authentic  fragment  of  history 
on  record ;  for  sir  John  Moore  kept  a  journal  of 
his  proceedings ;  and,  with  an  exactness  unusual  in 
a  military  man,  preserved  every  official  paper  or 
letter  of  importance,  which  he  received,  together 
with  copies  of  those  which  he  wrote.** 

"  One  disagreeable  consequence,  however,**  he 
adds,  *'  is  likely  to  be  produced  by  so  open  an  ex« 
planation,  it  may  irritate  those  whose  conduct  can* 
not  bear  investigation ;  and  the  sufferers  from  this 
publication  ought  to  bear  in  recollection,  that  the 
author  acts  only  defensively ;  and  they  should  point 
their  indignation  against  the  first  assailants,  who 
are  the  original  cause  of  any  mortification  which 
they  may  endure." 

Thus  it  appears,  that  this  memoir,  with  the  high- 
est claim  to  authenticity,  as  far  as  it  regarded  persour 
ally  the  general  commanding  in  this  campaign,  had 
yet  the  deterioration,  that  it  is  intended  by  its 
Writer  to  repel  some  attack,  either  real  or  supposed,  . 
which  had  been  made  upon  that  general,  his  relai- 
tion. 

As  an  attack  upon  these  real  or  supposed  assail- 
ants, it  is  eminently  distinguishable  for  its  eloquence, 
it  is  also  eminent  for  a  characteristic  infinitely  more 
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ciency  of  success,  and  a  consequent  care  only  to 
get  an  army  away  from  the  scene  of  action  unim^ 
paired. 

That  the  latter  was  not  to  be  accomplished  by 
re-embarking,  or  even  keeping  on-board  ship  the 
flower  of  the  British  army,  was  evident  from  the 
expedition  to  Sweden,  whence  the  troops,  with  all 
their  native  prowess,  were  unequal  to  immediate 
service:  and,  on  the  former,  the  classic  general 
should  have  recollected  the  example  of  Varro,  who 
was  thanked,  by  an  act  of  the  senate  and  people, 
for  not  having  despiured  of  the  public  afiairs,  who, 
nevertheless,  when  offered  honours  by  the  people, 
refused,  saying,  '^  The  republic  is  m  want  of  more 
fortunate  magistrates.''* 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  a  brilliant  modem  in- 
stance of  the  fatality  attending  upon  the  appoint- 
ment even  of  a  man  of  talent,  more  attentive  to 
the  circumstances  of  military  parade,  however 
useful,  than  the  necessary  study  of  war.  The 
prosperous  general  at  home  must  not  seek  the 
imminent  trials  of  active  service. 


DwrU  h^tmum,  ret 
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STATE  OF  SPAIN  ON  THE  APPROACH  OF  THE  BRITISH 

ARMT  UNDER  SIR  JOHN  MOORE. 

\ 

Preparations  for  an  efficient  Spanish  Government^ 
favourably  affected  towards  the  British  Army.-^ 
Political  Impediments. — First  Ministers  of  the 
Spanish  prooisionary  Government.  —  Good- will 
of  the  Spaniards  towards  the  British  Forces. — 
Strong  Impulse  to  Ejcertion  in  a  British  General. 

HE  Spanish  capital  was  no  sooner  evacuated  by      chip.  i. 
the  French  *  than  measures  were  takeu  for  the  es-  ^^-"^""V^^^ 

1808. 

tablishment  of  a  government,  which,  by  concentra-      July  w- 
ting  the  various  local  powers  that  had  arisen  in  the  estabibhrocnt  of 

^  *  .  ^  a  goTerainent. 

*  See  VdL  II.  ch.  ii.  p.  100. 
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vinces,  sufficiently  to  depute  every  meiiAer  of  liioifr 
own  body  to  that  assembly ;  and  tJius,  by  iBOMi»- 
nittng  themselves  in  the  national  pepreseirtSation,  to 
retain  their  power. 

"  Innumerable  jealousies  and  cbmpetitiou  lia«lB 
arisen  from  thfese  causes,  which  are  daily  tm^reased 
by  demands  for  military  succours  on  the  part  of 
soDfife,  and  the  inability  or  obstinate. refusal  t)fothefr8 
to  send  a  man  to  the  assistance  of  their ^eigbbonm. 
The  distribution  of  the  money  received  from  £fi^* 
land  having  been  confined  to  particular  states  or 
districts,  is  construed  into  exclusive  support,  which 
is  refused  to  others  equally  fighting  for  thecommopi 
cause.  And  I  understand  my  presence  in  Gallicia 
has  been  commented  on  in  the  southern  states, 
which  conceive  themselves  entitled  to  equal  marks 
6f  consideration  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

^*  The  disputes  respecting  the  precedency,  &c.  of 
the  provinces  have  not  hitherto  left  time  for  any 
speculation  upon  the  succession  to  the  crown;  the 
future  form  of  their  regency  is  therefore  yet  a  tiiaV 
ter  of  uncertainty.  1  am  sorry  to  say,  that  the  fcr 
derfel  interests  of  tliese  discordant  provinces  are  not 
the  only  causes  of  division,  whidh  retard  the  pro* 
gttss  of  affairs.  Matters  are  not  quiet  in  the  inte- 
rior ef  each  distri(it ;  tliere  certainly  exists  a  degree 
of  ferment  here,  which  places  the  junta  inxonstanrt 
4aneasmdss  for  their  [personal  ^jsoidty: ;   therr  oppo- 


fi^^s  l^reaten  tp  .undertake  very  y^plent  mjS^isurjB^    ^c«a*m. 
f^  seyeraj  individuajs  here  have  d)B?ir€d  mp  to  j^s-  ^^^^^^ 
sist  them  in  efFectJ^^ig  a  chaflge,  ^nd  depriyipg  the  PouaiS^iw: 
pfe»Gfit  gpfv^erppienj:  pf  authority ;    a  revolution  **™^' 
>vhj^h  could  ijiot  be  ef&cted  ;y^it^put  ^  tjiiii^ul^  iu 
wfoiqb  Humy  lives  would  be  ^aprificed." 

Thusi  4iioug^  euer^tic  agaiu$.t  the  co^ocimojti  ener 
Wj  M^  .certainly  apf^ars^  froiin  the  best  authority, 
tb^t  the  icouutry  ^^  unhappily  dividejd  a$  to  the 
Sipiet^Qfl  (Oif  direp^tiug  itp  icpecgies  against  him,  and 
ijb^t  jbhe  CQnsiMtute<jl  fduthoriti^s  which  were  even 
most  promvieut  in  the.  ,pajtriolic  resolution  of  ma- 
king a  stand  against  him^  unfortunately  did  not 
|>03SQ6s  by  9xiy  npeans  die  entire  con^deqce  of  the 
people. 

Tih^BC  prcumstances  alone  could  not  but  present 
^  t^  view  of  a  general  ^Ix^ut  tp  lead  an  auxiliary 
^rmy  into  Spain,  an  infipite  variety  of  difficulties,; 
Jimt  it  ;is  the  business  of  a  soldier  to  overcome  diffi- 
culties ;  where  these  do  not  occur,  he  has  .up  qp- 
4)artuiiity  for  the  exercise  of  his  profession,  as  where 
theife  is  no  danger  there  is  no  glory;  and  the  im- 
port^ce  of  the  object  was  too  clearly  seen  by  t^^ 
ministers  of  Great  Britain  to  be  relinq^is)le^  a^t  thi^ 
prospect  of  even  ;greater  eyils,  in  ^he  preseiit  ^tate 
-of^bi^  qontjnc^t  of  :l)urG(pe,  l^^hatever  difficulties 
wore  ;to .be .wticipfited w  t^  field, ^ they  could  hej^r 
h^t>iiule.pr<^rtion  to  those  of  the. cabinelt,  ip  tl^ 
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conflicts  of  parliamentary  opposition;  and  the  beM 
lesson  was  therefore  afforded  to  the  British  general 


PoUUcllfill*^   of  a  steady  and  noble  perseverance. 


Fortunately  the  dejected,  though  doubtless  accu- 
rate, despatch  of  Mr.  Stuart,  which  has  just  been 
quoted,  was  shortly  succeeded  by  a  letter  from  Mn 
Patrick,  charged  with  a  British  mission  at  Oviedo, 
announcing  a  good  understanding  between  the  As- 
turias  and  Galicia,  and  this  was  followed  by  others 
of  a  similar  tendency  from  the  other  provinces ;  the 
result  of  the  whole  of  which  was,  the  formation  of 
a  central  junta,  in  which  became  vested  the  execu- 
tive and  sovereign  power  of  Spain.  Of  the  mate- 
rials and  manner  of  this  association  of  the  public 
functionaries,  the  best  was  certainly  not  to  be  hoped, 
still  it  was  at  least  approaching  towards  a  legitimate 
form  of  government,  from  which  the  appointment 
of  a  regency,  and  the  popular  assembly  of  the  cortes 
might,  whatever  its  progressive  difficulties,  be  ulti- 
mately expected. 

It  falls  not  within  the  province  of  this  chapter 
to  trace  any  farther  the  political  state  of  Spain  at 
this  period,  than  just  to  shew  the  critical  circum- 
stances for  which  it  behoved  the  British  general  to 
prepare  himself  and  his  army  on  the  advance  into 
that  country,  not  less  to  prevent  inordinate  expec- 
tation and  consequent  despondency  at  every  reverse, 
than  to  impress  abstinence  and  forbearance,  and  call 
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forth  all  the  hardihood  and  generous  temper  with    ^^^^^  JP* 
which  British  troops  are  at  all  times  to  be  inspired.  ^"^"^^^^^ 

It  may  be  necessary,  however,  to  the  explanation      Aui;iMt 
of  the  relations  of  the  British  army  which  will  here- 
after occur,  to  describe  the  persons  who  were  now 
appointed  to  fill  the  various  departments  of  govern- 
ment. 

SECTIONS  OF  THE  CENTRAL  JUNTA,  &C. 

t 

State. 
His  serene  highness  the  president,  conde  de  Florida  Su!c"S?S 

Blanca.-Murcia.  p^^J^ 

His  excellency  the  vice-president,  marquis  de  As- 

torga,-— Madrid. 
Don  Antonio  Valdez.— Leon. 
Marquis  de  Villar. — ^Murcia. 
Marquis  de  Villel. — Catalonia. 
Don  Pedro  Rivero.— -Toledo  and  Castile. 
Conde  de  Contamino. — ^Valencia. 
Secretaiy  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  don  Pedro 

Cevallos. 

Grace  and  Justice. 
Secretary  of  state,  his  excellency  don  Hermida. 
H.  E.  don  Gaspar  Jovellanos. — ^Asturias. 

Archbishop  of  Laodioea. — Seville. 

Patriarch  don  de  Selva. — Madrid. 


liO 

MoaxuL 


Knt  ministers 
of  the  Spanish 
jpro  visionary 
gOTeroment 
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H.  E.  marquis  de  Campo  Sangrado. — Asturii^s. 
Don  Francis  Palafox, — Arragon. 
Priopif^e  Pio,-r^Valeucw. 
Conde  de  Tilly. — Seville. 
Don  Toinas  de  Very* — Majorca. 

Don  M*  G^Qhdt  h  %Qff^,.rr^XQk49>^ 


Secretary  of  stafte^  ihis  exceUeticy  don  Escane. 
H.  E.  baron  d€  Satbazonisu^^^^teliwm. 

Don  Ayamanos  Togore3.-^M2iJorcft. 
Conde  dp  ,Gimande.-^^alici4. 
Mwquis^e  la  PupWftr^CordcKVft. 
Do»  JBonifAz  J(3jMWtaiio.r-^0|ki  Gfiistile. 
Dom  Amaf^ri?;*— ^^Vta^nre;. 

Finance. 
Secretary  of  st^,Ws  excellency  don  Saavednu 

Don  iLerenzoCfavi^^rn^ixf^gQ^ 
Don  Sebastian  3CQi^imQ.TT- Jftvfu 
Don  JUi^s  Euc»e^-HCffc»«4*f 


a 


Don  JFrtBOsco  -Castanedob-^  Jaen. 
D«i  Maria  Ovalte.— <jaiioi*. 
I>oa  Martin  Garay^^^Efirbnemadioa. 
Don  Balaa»a*— NuvaiTO. 
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To  Ihe  administration  <}f  these  persons  were  ftow  Attwhiiieiit  of 

'.  the  Spaniards 

to  be  confided  the  resoirroes  and  the  energies  cf  towards  the  Bri- 

^  tish  forces. 

Spain,  isnd  consequently  upon  their  intelligence  and 
vigour,  and  the  spirit  diffused  by  them  thimighout 
the  subordinate  'departments,  in  the  provinces 
through  which  the  Britiidh  auxiliary  army  should 
pass,  must  depend  for  its  provision  and  means  df 
transport,  with  the  excep^tion  of  whatever  could  'be 
transported  with  it.  That  this  dependance  should 
be  diminished  as  much  as  possible,^  would,  under 
such  circumstances,  naturally  «be  the  *first  care  of 
the  general,  and  those  circumstances  themsdves 
the  primary  objects  of  his  consideration. 

The  good  effects  of  this  establishment,  however 
imperfect,  and,  in  some  respects,  politically  emban- 
cassing  to  the  alliance  of  Great  Bi'itain,  was  *imiwe^ 
diately  :perceptible  in  the  solicitation  of  the  mert^ 
bets  of  ithe  government  to  be  accompanied  'by  Bul- 
lish ministers  to  thdir  pface  \of  sitting,  and  the  -re- 
ception of  major-general  lord  William  Bentinck  at 
^rai\)uez,  whose  communication  produced  results 
highly  impoiliant 
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9.  •• 


I>ra  Frrac*  Xm^  Qtf^^-'^kl  CayfgU^ 

Jint  miiiisten 

of  the  Spanbh 

/prorisionarj 

govcnimeot.  fr0T» 


&oewtKry  of  .^feAfi,  Ams  ew^lleqcy  (Jon  C^mpt 
H.  £.  marquis  de  Campo  Sangrado. — AsturuM* 
Don  Francis  Palafox, — Arragon. 

Priopipe  Pio,-^Valeucw- 

Conde  de  Tilly. — Seville. 

Don  Toinas  de  Very. — Majorca. 

Don  M..Gwrqi^4e  h  T(«3:e.^--!J^k4p- 

Secretary  of  starte,  Im  exceileiicy  don  Escane. 
H.  £.  baron  d€  SaibazonieU^*^9tel(Wm- 

Don  Ayamanos  Togore3.— ]\4ajorc^ 
Conde  df  Gimonde.-'-^alici^. 
Mftiquis^e  la  Puehlfi#-^CordcKVft. 
DoipL  JBonifAz  .QjMiintaiio.r-^Qki  Cfiistile. 
Dom  Amaf^ri^*— ^^vtanre;. 

Finance. 
Secretary  of  st^t^,  ^s  o^cellency  don  Saavedra. 
H.  iG.idoii  ^le^  .Ov«^Uj5*--^treQ^djutKu 

Do^  iLerenzoCtavQ.'-Tn^Er^QD. 

Doa  ^basti^  3CQFiCimQ.T.- J^vfu 

Don  JUi^s  Iiiwe^-HCffc»«4»f 


\- 


Don  9t$m&KO  -Ckstanedob-^iaeiu 
Dn  Maria  Ovane-^-^^altGia. 
Idon  Marttti  Gamy.^^EsireiiiadiEnu 
Dmi  Balaflxa.-^)ilstarye. 


To  ihe  adimnistratkm  <jf  tfeese  pcrsoiis  -werje  ^BW  ^^"g*""^^ 
to  be  <)OBi]ded  the  rescnBrroes  and  tke  energies  rf  tow«d«tiioBfi. 

ash  foioes. 

Spain,  isnd  conseqitetitly  upon  thei^  intelligence  ^vA 
vigour,  and  the  spirit  digged  by  them  tht^oughouft 
the    subordinate   idepartments,    in  tlie  provinces 
tbrdugh 'wibich  the  British  auxiKaiy  army  iaihould 
pass,  must  ^depend  for  $ts  provision  ^nd  means  c^ 
transport,  with  the  excep1:ion  of  whatever  coufM  ijc 
transported  with  rt     That  this  dependance  should 
be  'diminiahed  as  much  as  postii^e,- would,  under 
such  cxrcumstances,  naturailly  ^be  the  ^rst  care  of 
the  general,  and  those  circumstances  themsdve^ 
tihe  iprimaFy  objects  of  hia  consideration. 
The  good  effects  of  this  establisliment,  however 

impbrfect,  and,  in  some  respects,  politically  enibar- 
casahig  to  the  alliance  of  Great  Britain,  wasinmte^ 
diately  :perceptible  in  the  solicitation  of  lihemeit^ 
bets  of  Jihe  government  to  be  accompanied  yby  Bul- 
lish ministers  to  Vheir  place  \crf  sitting,  and  tfcc  -re*- 
ception  of  major-general  lord  William  Bentinck  at 
^rai^ues:,  whose  <Kmimuaicatum  prcMkieed  ifesults 
highly  impoJMant 
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^  cH^I^  f^"*       ^^  ^  despatch  of  Mr.  Stuart,  dated  September  25, 

^^^^"v^^   he  had  reason  to  say,  that  the  approach  of  a  Britisk 

August       force  to  the  northern  provinces  was  expected  with 

Attachment  of 

tbe  Spaniards     the  utmost  confidcnce  after  the  arrival  of  lord  W. 

towarids  the  Biri-   •^        .  ., 

tiab  ibices.        Bcntinck ;  and  that,  so  far  from  those  jealousies 

which  the  silence  of  the  Spaniards  had  hitherto 
given  ground  to  believe  existed  on  this  subject^  the 
persons  in  power  looked  forward  to  their  comings 
as  the  epoch  when  the  differences  among  themselves 
would  be  finally  extinguished.*^ 

The  marquis  de  Villar  immediately  submitted  to 
the  supreme  junta  the  different  suggestions  which 
Mr.  Stuart  had  made,  and  it  determined  to  act  upon 
them  without  loss  of  time. 

All  this  was  qualified,  however,  hy  the  effects  of 
that  caution  which  the  government  evinced  in  its 
determinations,  naturally  arising  out  of  the  circum- 
stances of  its  formation,  and  producing  delay  and 
timidity.  "  The  mischief,"  says  Mr.  Stuart,  "  which 
is  likely  to  result  from  the  present  state  of  the  ar- 
mies, is  by  no  means  the  least  alarming ;  the  com-* 
mands  are  perfectly  independent ;  a  reference  to 
Madrid  to  determine  military  measures,  is  absurd ; 
the  British  army  cannot  be  expected  to  attend  to 
the  admonitions  of  a  civil  commissioner.    Unless^ 


*  Correspondence  relative  to  the  government  of  Spain^  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  on  the  18th  of  March,  1810. 
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therefore,  his  majesty's  commander-in-chief  acquires   ^^^^  i^i« 
that  superiority  which  shall  induce  each  corps  to  ^<^^v^^<-^ 
look  up  to  him  for  their  direction,  the  disadvantages        ^p^ 
attendant  oh  a  multiplicity  of  commands  remain  in  the  spamaids 

towaitis  the  Bri* 

their  full  force.  I  have  submitted  these  consider-  tuh  forces, 
ations  repeatedly  to  the  junta,  and  tliey  admit  their 
weight  and  iniportance.  For  some  time  they  agreed 
to  nominate  a  chief,  but  the  intrigues  of  rival  offi- 
cers, and  habitual  timidity,  overcame  their  convic- 
tion of  the  evil,  and  they  have  adopted  a  medium, 
which,  while  it  pleases  no  one,  will,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, unless  prevented  by  our  iivfiuence^  create  the 
worst  effect. 

This  influence  was  certainly  obtained  and  power- 
fully exeJ-ted ;  notwithstanding  the  delicacy  to  be 
observed  with  rival  coihmanders,  and  the  British 
^ew  daily  into  higher  popularity  in  the  several  pro- 
vinces  to  which  they  had  access.  Besides  what 
we  have  already  seen,  it  is  asserted  by  major  Pasley,* 
that  major-general  Leith  had  so  much  weight  in 
the  province  to  which  he  was  deputed,  that  his 
suggestions  were  almost  equivalent  to  orders. 

The  same  well-informed  officer  adds,  that  major- 
general  Leith,  when  employed  on  a  mission  in  the 
north  of  Spain,  ordered  the  officers  under  his  com- 


*  Pasiey  on  the  Military  Policy  and  Institutions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, p.  277^  281,  &c. 
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*?^f.  i^.^  n^and  to  reconnoitre  and  report  upon  varicnis^  p^wU 
^^^7^7^  of  that  countiy.  "  A  portion  of  A8tunaa,*^$ay»  he, 
Sept.  <<  fg}i  (Q  uiy  share;  and  nothing,  it  will  be  allowMi^ 
the  SiN(iiiw4&  can  be  more  calculated  to  irive  umbrage  to  the  peo- 
tbh  towim.       pie  of  a  country,  than  to  see  foreign  officers  em* 

plojed  in  auch  a  manner*  Yet,  so  f^r  from  ^itten^ 
any  tokens  of  jealousy,  or  of  indignation  (as  for  su^ 
picion  that  was  out  of  the  question,  because  I  ^« 
ways  told  them  who  I  was,  and  what  I  was  about) 
they  vied  with  each  other  who  should  give  me  thri 
best  informatk)n  and  shew  me  the  greatest  civili^ ; 
the  other  officers  met  with  tlie  same  favourable  re- 
ception. Had  any  jealousy  of  the  English  extated 
at  that  time,  it  is  impossible  that  it  could  have  es- 
caped our  observation :  on  the  contrary,  the  people 
breathed  nothing  but  gratitude  to  the  British  go-^ 
vemment ;  and,  what  surprised  me,  in  the  wildest 
places  of  the  mountains  they  expressed  great  satis>- 
faction  at  the  prospect  of  having  a  free  circulati€m 
of  our  manufactures  in  Spain. 

Such  was  the  political  state  of  Spain  as  regarded 
the  approach  of  the  British  auxiliary  army.  The 
position  of  the  Spanish  troops  at  the  same  period, 
has  been  detailed  as  far  as  possible  in  the  accounit 
of  the  operations  of  the  allies  in  Spain,  previous  M 
the  arrival  of  the  British  troops  ;*  and  of  their  real 

*  See  vol.  ii,  ch.  ii.  p.  IQSU  ) 
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Btimerical  force,  nothing  can  be  added  with  cer-*  ^  ^^J^.^^ 
tainty.     By  the  judgement  and  zeal  of  tb*  British  ^^"^^^^^^ 
adcDiral  (Keata)  \ti  the  Baltic,  an  addition  was  nuuie        ^v^ 
to  it  of  ten  thousand  of  those  Spanish  troops  which,  escape.         . 
previous  to  the  revolution^  had  been  allured  into  the 
service  of  Fraiice^  and,  under  the  marquis  de  la  Ro^ 
mana^  were  stationed  in  FUnen^  Langland^  Zealand^ 
and  Jutland. 

The  manner  in  which  tliis  was  effected,  it  would 
be  unpardonable  to  omit  in  military  history.  The 
generous  add  loyal  character  of  the  niarquis  de  la 
Roniana  was  sufficiently  ktiown  to  warrant  such  an 
enterprise,  which^  kept  in  a  great  degree  of  igoo^ 
ranee,  ^  be  was,  concerning  the  affairs  of  his  coiin- 
try,  could  hot  be  attempted  ^Krithout  considerable 
difficulty. 

Various  attempts  Had  been  made  to  communicate 
with  the  marquis  without  success,  till  a  Swedish 
clergyman,  of  talents  and  judgement,  undertook  it 
from  regard  to  the  cause.  He  habited  himself  a^ 
a  low  travelling  tradesman,  passed  through  Heli- 
goland to  the  marquis's  head  quarters,  and  after 
many  difficulties  was  compelled  to  jostle  him  in  the 
street,  and^  to  deceive  hy^standers,  offer  him  coffee 
for  sale.  The  marquis,  conceiving  him  a  smuggler, 
was  offended,  and  the  reverend  vendor  offered  apo- 
logies, during  which  he  contrived  to  let  him  know 
he  was  not  a  smu^ler,  but  ^a^  gentleman  who  wish- 
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^?Jil!^.^^^   ed  to  speak  to  him.    The  marquis,  as  a  test,  ad-' 
dressed  him  in  latin,  in  which  the  conversation  o^i^ 
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Sept.  tinned,  as  if  about  coffee,  till  ample  communication 
was  made  of  the  brave  efforts  of  Sp^n,  and  the  ge* 
nerous  wishes  of  England. 

The  marquis  with  his  whole  army,  in  consequence^ 
endeavoured  to  escape,  but  he  could  only  effect  it 
with  ten  thousand  men,  which,  under  the  protec- 
tion  of  a  British  fleet,  reached  Corunna>  with  their 
stores,  arms,  and  artilleiy,  on  the  30th  of  Septem*^ 

« 

ber,  while  the  marquis  visited  London  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  confering  with  the  British  ministry  on  the 
campaign  which  is  about  to  be  narrated. 

To  this  valuable  augmentation  of  the  Spanish 
forces  was  also  to  be  added  the  Spanish  regiments 
liberated  in  Portugal  by  the  convention  of  Cintra. 

Of  the  Spanish  army,  what  may  be  still  deemed 
the  right  wing  in  the  east,  commanded  by  don  Jo- 
seph Palafox,  was  estimated  at  20,000  strong ;  die 
left,  in  the  north-west,  under  Blake,  not  less  than 
55,000,  and  the  centre,  under  Castanos,  who  had  a 

sort  of  senior  command,  65,000. 

The  French  army  continued  to  regularly  oppose 

It,  notwithstanding  the  weakness  which  had  coiti- 

pelled  Joseph  Bonaparte  to  quit  his  new  capital, 

with  its  right  on  the  ocean,  its  left  on  Arragon,  and 

its  front  on  the  Ebro.      Reinforcements  continued 

to  strengthen  it,  and  Buonaparte  ordered  a  levy  of 
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160,000  conscripts  to  supply  the  deficiency  at  home,  book  ul 
while  himself  prepared  to  meet,  as,  most  worthy,  the  ^^-^-v^^^ 
annpunced  auxili^uynnny  of  Great  Britain.  Scpt, 

Here  was  a  motive  of  no  common  impulse  to  the  to  ezlrd?^  a 
British  general ;  since,  if  he  failed,  he  failed  only 
where  all  Europe  had  failed  before  him ;  and  if  he 
attained  only  the  slightest  advantage,  he  had  the 
honour  to  beat  the  conqueror,  it  had  almost  been 
said,  of  every  nation  but  Britain.  Towards  con- 
quest, there  was  the  promise  of  a  diversion  in  Ger- 
many, which,  whatever  its  termination,  would  at 
.  least  give  him  time  in  advance  to  profit  if  he  chose 
by  its  temporary  advantage. 


vet.  111. 
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PREPARATIONS  FOR  THE  MARCH  OF  THE  BRITISH 
ARMY  UNDER  SIR  JOHN  MOORE^y  K.B.  INTO 
SPAIN. 
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1808. 
October. 
Instrociions  of 
the  British  mi- 
nistry to  the 
general  com- 
manding. 


Instructions  of  the  British  Ministry  to  the  General 
commanding. — Difficulties  which  presented  them^ 
selves. — Examination  of  those  Difficulties. — Offer 
of  the  Command  in  Chief  of  the  allied  Armies  to 
Sir  John  MoorCy  and  his  Refusal. — Proclamation 
of  the  Supreme  Junta  to  the  Spanish  Nation. — 
March  of  the  British  Army  from  Lisbon. 

THE  advance  into  Spain  having  been"  arranged 
with  the  British  ministry  by  the  intelligent  and  ex- 
cellent marquis  de  la  Romana,  with  the  acquiesr 
cence  of  the  constituted  authorities  in  that  countiy, 
on  the  6th  of  October,  1808,  sir  John  Moore  re- 
ceived the  orders  under  which  he  was  generally  to 
act,  in  the  following  letter  from  lord  Castlereagh. 
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Dmoning'Street,  Sept.  25,  1808.  "      ?c^?J^  n  ^ 

Sir,  *  v^^-v^^O 

'  ^  1808. 

His  majesty  having  cleterinined  to  employ      October. 

lostmctioiis  of 

a  corps  of  liis  troops,  of  not  less  than  30,000  infan-  the  British 

miiiistnr  to  the 

try  and  5,000  cavalry,  in  the  north  of  Spain,  to  gcnerafcom-' 

manding. 

co-operate  with  the  Spanish  armies  in  the  expul-  Lord  Castie- 
sion  of  the  French  from  that  kingdom,  has  been  Mwk.  '" 
graciously  pleased  to  entrust  to  you  the  command 
in  chief  of  this  force. 

The  officer  commanding  his  majesty's  forces  in 
Portugal  is  directed  to  detach  under  your  orders,  a 
corps  of  2^|D00  infantry,  together  with  the  18th 
and  king's  German  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  now 
at  Lisbon,  and  a  due  proportion  of  artillery ;  to  be 
joined  by  a  corps  of  above  10,000  men,  which  are 
now  assembling  at  Falmouth,  the  detail  of  which 
you  will  receive  herewith  enclosed. 

The  cavalry  will  be  sent  from  hence  upon  the  re- 
turn of  the  horse- transports  from  the.  Tagus,  some 
time  since  ordered;  and  it  may  be  expected  to  ar- 
rive before  the  rest  of  the  corps  can  be  assembled 
and  equipned  to  take  the  field. 

It  has  I)een  determined  to  assemble  this  force  in 
the  north  ofopain,  as  the  quarter  where  they  can 
be  most  speedily  brought  together,  and  that  to 
which  the  exertions^of  the  eiieniy  appear  at  present 
to  be  principally  directed. 

As  it  will  require  considerable  arrangements  be- 

c  2 
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fore  a  force  of  this  tnagnitude  can  be  enabled  to 
take  the  field,  and  as  it  is  not  deemed  advisable 
that  it  should  be  partially  committed  against  th^ 
enemy,  before  the  whole  can  be  assembled  and  rei> 
dered  completely  moveable,  it  has  been  thought 
prudent  to  send  that  part  of  this  army  whi^h  is  tp 
proceed  from  hence  to  Corunna,  rather  than  to  di^ 
embark  any  part  of  il,  in  the  first  instance,  at  aiiy 
position  more  advanced  towards  the  enemy. 

It  will  be  for  you  to  consider  on  what  points  in 
Gallicia,  or  on  the  borders  of  Leon,  the  troops  can 
be  most  advantageously  assembled  ^|^  equipped 
for  service,  from  whence  they  may  move  forward 
as  early  as  circumstances  shall  permit ;  and  it  is  left 
to  your  judgment  to  decide  whether  the  whole  of 
the  infantry  and  artillery  shall  be  transported  from 
Lisbon  by  sea  to  Corunna,  or  whether  a  proportion 
shall  be  marched  through  Portugal  to  that  destina- 
tion. 

The  cavalry  you  will  of  course  direct  to  move  by 
land ;  and  if  the  horses  for  the  artillery  can  take 
the  same  route,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  whple  of  the 
horse- transports  being  returned  to  England,  it  will 
tend  much  to  accelerate  the  arrival  of  the  cavalry 
from  hence. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  doncert  with  the  commis- 
Sary-general  (Mr.  Erskine),  who  will  be  attached  to 
the  service  of  your  army,  the  best  means  of  assem* 
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bling  an  adequate  supply  o%horses  and  mules  for  ^^^^p.  "^ 
rendering  your  army  moveable.  And  that  this  may  ^^^^Iq^^^ 
be  efFected  with  mor^  despatch,  it  may  be  advisable  ^   9^^^*^'-  ^ 

*  '  *^  ^        Instructions  of 

to  draw  your  supplies  from  different  parts  of  Spain,  ^^^^^^-^^j^^ 
and  not  altogether  to  depend  upon  Gallicia,  which  ^^  «*«»• 
has  been  considerably  drained  of  its  resources  by 
the  equipment  of  general  Blake's  army. 

A  deputy-commissary  (Mr.  Assiotti)  has  been 
despatched,  with  colonel  Hamilton,  of  the  waggon- 
train,  into  me  Asturias,  to  procure  such  horses  and 
mules  as  that  countrv  can  furnish:   and  he  is  di- 

.  rected  to  report  the  progress  of  his  purchases  to  you. 

«  When  you  have  ascertained  the  number  of  draft- 
cattle  of  different  descriptions  that  you  will  require 
for  rendering  your  army  moveable  (which  you  will 
feel  it  important  to  restrict  within  the  narrowest 
compass,  consistent  with  the  efficiency  of  your 
corps),  you  will  be  enabled  to  regulate  the  purchases 
made  by  the  several  agents ;  and  should  you  deem 
it  necessary  to  procure  the  support  of  his  majesty's 
minister  (Mr.  Frere),  who  is  now  proceeding  to  the 
central  government,  to  facilitate  these  purchases, 
you  will  address  yourself  to  him  on  this  subject;  or 
to  any  of  his  rtiajesty's  civil  or  military  agents  now 
employed  in  the  respective  provinces  of  Spain. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  statement  of  the 
various  equipments  which  have  proceeded  with  the  > 
respective  corps  now  on  service  in  Portugal,  which, 
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^Ji?p^iK^  subject  to  the  wast^rthat  has  since  taken  place, 
will  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  means  immediately 
within  your  reach,  for  the  equipment  of  your  ariny# 
I  also  send  a  similar  statement  with  respect  to 
the  corps  assembling  at  Falmouth,  under  the  orders 
of  lieutenant-general  sir  David  Baird;    whatever  ^ 
supplies  you  may  wish  to  receive,  not  therein  in- 
eluded,  will  be  imrtiediately  forwarded  from  hence. 
With  respect  to  provisions,,  the  principle  up0n 
which  1  have  acted  has  "been  to  send  three  months 

« 

provisions  in  victuallers  with  every  corps  that  has 
moved ;  exclusive  of  the  provisions  in  their  trans«», 
ports,  which  may  be  averaged  at  about  ten  weeks 
additional  consumption.  .^ 

This  supply,  aided  by  tlie  cattle  to  be  procured 
for  the  troops  when  on  shore,  may  be  deemed  as 
considerably  exceeding  a  supply  for  six  months ; 
and,  as  provisions  for  20,000  men  for  three  months^ 
are  ordered  to  be  embarked,  and  cons  tan  tlji"^  kept 
up  as  a  dep6t  here,   there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
sending  you,  at  the  shortest  notice,  such  supplies 
as  you  may  think  may  be  more  conveniently  intro- 
duced by  sea,  and  for  which  you  may  not  think  it 
prudent  to  depend  on  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try.— A  large  proportion  of  biscuit  has  been  sent 
in  the  victuallers,  that  you  may  be  relieved  from  the 
inconvenience  of  baking  when  the  troops  are  in  moV 
tion. 


'* 
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maiidiog. 


With  respect  to  the  plan  of  operations  on  which  ^f„^J^ J.^^ 
it  may  be  most  expedient  to  employ  your  troops,  ^*^J^^^^ 
when  assembled  and  ready  for  service,  there  will      ^^^lobfi^ 

InstructioRS  of-  / 

be  full  time  before  your  equipments*  can  be  com-  theBriu»h      ». 
pleted  for  concerting:  this  with  the  commanders  of  g<»>«?i«nn- 
the  Spanish  armies. 

I  shall  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  to  you  from 
hence  such  information  as  1  may  ha,ve  been  enabled 
to  collect.  And  I  am  to  recommend  that  you  will 
take  the  necessary  measures  for  opening  a  commu- 
nication with  the  Spanish  authorities,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  framing  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  on  which 
it  may  be  advisable  that  the  respective  armies  should 
act  in  concert.  ^  * 

His  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  direct,  that  the 
command  on  which  you  are  employed  should  be 
considered  as  a  distinct  and  separate  one  from  that 

of  Portugal :  but  you  will  continue  to  communicate 

lift 

with  me  officer  in  tlje  chief  command  at  Lisbon, 

and  act  in  concert  with  him  as  may  be  most  for  the 

advantage.of  his  majesty's  service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlereagh. 

Licut.'gen.  sir  John  Moore^  K.B. 

SfC»  SfC,  Sfc, 

The  minister  at  the  same  time  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing explanations  to  lord  Wm.  Bentinck  at  the 
capitaL 
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v-^'V""^^       My  lord, 

s«Ti«mber.  As  the  despatches  received  from  sjr 

the  BritLi  Hew  Dalrymple  yesterday  leave  me  no  room  to 
w.  B^tinck.  doubt,  that  this  letter  will  find  you  out  at  Madrid, 
J^h^ldw.  I  deem  it  advisable  that  you  should  be  apprised  of 
^*°^^  the  arrangements  that  are  in  progress  for  affording 

military  succours  to  the  Spanish  nation. 

Mr.  Frere,  who  proceeds  as'  minister  to  the  ciJII- 
tral  government  in  a  few  days,  will  be  directec;!  to 
make  a  formal  communication  on  this  subject ;  but 
you  will,  in  tRe  mean  time,  make  such  use  of  the 
information  I  send  you,  as  you  may  think  fit,  .to 
make  the  Spaniards  feel  how  es^gerly  his  majesty 
desires  to  contribute  to  their  deliverance. 

The  amount  of  force  which  it  is  proposed  to  em^* 
•  ploy  in  Spain  will  fall  very  little  short  of  40»0CX> 
men :  it  is  to  consisit  of  30,000  infantry,  rank  and 
file;  5,000  cavalry,  and  tlje  necessary  pro|kbrtio|i. 
of  foot  and  horse  artillery,  waggon  train,  &c. :  the 
whole  to  be  assembled  under  the  orders  of  sir  John 
Moore,  on  the  borders  of  Gallicia  and  Leon ;  from 
whence  they  may  operate  in  the  open  country,  as 
soon  as  the  necessary  proportion  of  horses  and 
mules  can  be  procured  to  render  them  moveable, 
leaving  it  to  the  Spanish  armies,  not  having  a  due 
proportion  of  cavalry,  to  act  on  their  flanks  in  the 
mountains. 


\ 
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§ir  David  Baird,  with  12,000  ipen,  is  ordered  to 
sail  for  Corwupa  j-r-Sir  John  Moore  is  to  move  the  ^^"^^apsT^ 
remainder  of  the  force  required  to  complete  the    September. 

^  luBtrucuons  of 

30,OpO  iafantiy  from  Portugal,  either;  by  land  or  **^J^*  ^ 
sea,  as  he  may  find  most  cpuvenieht,  sendin|k»  ^he  ^-^^'^^:  - 
two    regiments  of   cavalry,    under  my   brother, 
through  the  interior ;  the  rest  qf  the  cavalry  will 
te  sent  from  henge  as  speedily  as  circumstances 
will  permit. 

It  would  have  been  more  satisfactory,  had  our 
an^y  been  equipped  for  service,  to  have  disem- 
barked at  St.  Andero,  or  some  othel  poipt  nearer 
the  enemy ;  but,  as  it  iscf  equ^l  iffaportance  tp  the 
Spaniards  as  it  is  io  us,  that  this  ai-my  should  not 
be  p^tially  committed  or  brought  into  contact  with 
the  enemy^  til;l  the  .means  of  moving  and  following 
up  an  advantage  are  secured  ;  and  as  the  navigation 
on  the  coast  pf  Asturias  becomes  extremely  preca- 
rious towards  ithe  closerfef  the  year,  it  was  the  de* 
cidied  opinion  of  all  military  men,  and  of  none  more 
than  this  marquis  de  la  Komana,  whose  sentiments 
on  this  subject  ^re  c^tated  in  the  accompanying  me- 
moraudum,  and  will  be  expressed  on  his  arrival  in 
l^pain,  lais  fully  approving  of  the  decision  that  has 
been  talqen  to  make  Coruuna  our  principal  dep^t, 
a^d  to  operate  ffom  thence.  To  render  the  jiorth- 
fip  proyJQC^  the  more  secure,  whilst  pur  anny  i^ 

ag^^Mwgf  mi  tQ.(Qfroper95te  with  the.,i?^e^^  l^P^    ^ 
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^c^?p^  ^^^'  ftish  armies  in  circumscribing  the  enemy's  positums 
on  the  Ebro,  the  ma,rquis  has  determined  to  pro** 
ceed  with  his  own  corps,  amounting  nearly   to 
10,000  men,  to  St.  Andero ;   and  he  proposes^  on 
his  ^'rival  there,  by  the  incorporation  of  the  armed 
peasantry  of  the  'Asturias  and  *the  Montagna,  to 
augment  their  numbers  to,  at  least,  20,000  meir} 
which,  with  the  Asturian  army  and  Blake^s^  will 
carry  the  force  in  that  quarter  to  60  or  70,000  men, 
exclusive  of  tlie  armies  operating  towards  the  front 
or  left  of  the  enemy's  line.     I  am  not  enabled  to 
send  you  any  precise  calculation  of  the  number  of 
horses  and  muleSTw^^hall-want.     The  cavalty,  ar* 
tillery, '  and  waggon-train,  will  4)e  provided  from 
hence ;  the  stores  and  baggage  of  the  army,  the 
commissariat,  &c.  must  be  equipped  in  Spain.     I 
have  sent  a  commissary  into  the  northern  pro* 
«  vinces  to  collect  what  can  be  had.     Sir  David  Biurd 
is  directed,  on  his  arrival,^  to  equip  his  corps,  if 
possible,  from  the  resources  of  Gallicia  and  the^ 
north  of  Portugal.     Sir  John  Moose,  when  he  basl 
arranged  the  movement  of  his  arnly  from  Portugal/ 
.will,   probably,  superintend  in  person  the  equips 
ment  on  the  spot.     I  have  only,  in  the  mean  time,* 
to  request  you  will  communicate  with  those  in  au-i 
thority,  on  the  bfst  means  of  rendering  this  im-^ 
portant  force  servicea]t)le  as  early  as  possible ;  that 
you  will  fumisfc  sir  John .  Moore  with  every  inform 
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mation  ^nd  assistance;  and  that  you  will  cause  book  m. 
orders  to  be  sent  into  the  provincesof  Gallrcia,  and  ^""^^^^ 
to  facilitate  the  equipment  of  the  army,  and  insure     September. 

V  «  .  luttracdons  c€ 

them  a  good  reception.  the  Brkish 

The  marquis  of  Roniana  has  written  to  makfems  w.  Senimck. - 
government  perfectly  understand   the    principles 
upon  which  our  decision  has  been  taken,  and  to  ex^ 
plain  to  them  why  they  must  not  expect  the  British 
troops  to  take  the  field  in  detached  corps.    ; 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Castlebeagu. 

Lard  William  Bcntinck. 


Sir  John  Moore,  in  his  answer  to  lord  Castlereagh,. 
stated,  that  it  was  his  intention,  as  it  was  that  of 
sir  Harry  Burrard,  to  move  with  the  troops  from 
Lisbon  on  Almeida  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  this,  he 
adds,  your  lordship- jvill  observe,  by  lord  William 
Bentihck's  letter  of  the  Sd  October,  is  recom- 
menjded  by  the  Spanish  generals ;  and  I  think  it 
preferable,  for  many  reasons,  to  a  movement  by 
9ea  to  Corunna,  which  at  this  season  would  be 
tedipus  and  uncertain ;  and  where  the  countryJ^ 
already  exhausted  by  general  Blake's  army,  will 
perhaps  scarcely  be  able  to  supply  the  equipment 
required,  to  enable  the  corps  under  sir  David  Baird, 
when  landed,  to  move  forward. 
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^^.?P^iU^  The  march  from  this  will  be  by  three  TOftte% 
'^^^^  Coimbra,  Guarda,  and  Alcantara;  one  regtment 
September.     ^j[|  jj^gjn  jtg  march  the  day  after  to-moiTQW^  m 

iBfltructkms  of 

the  Bntiah        the  direction  of  Coimbra,  and  all  may  bC'^rwaided 

Binittry  to  lord 

w«3entiiic]u    to  a  short  distance^  in  their  different  Toutes,  in  the 

course  of  a  week  or  ten  days  ;  but,  when  they^wiU 
be  able  to  proceed  further^  or  to  pass  the  frontier 
of  Portugal)  it  is  impossible  for  me,  at  < this  inataa^ 
to  say;  it  depends  upon  a  knowledge  of  countiy 
which  I  am  still  without,  and  upon  commissariat 
arrangements  yet  unmade ;  but  every  effort,  shall 
be  made  by  me,  and  those  under  me,  to  accomplish 
so  desirable  an  object  before  the  rarns  i^et  in,  I 
cannot  conclude  without  mentioning  the  very  great . 
assistance  I  received  from  sir  Harry  Burrard,  V(rho 
acts  with  a  degree  of  candour,  of  which  few 
people  ^ould  be  capable  under  such  circumstances. 
He  deems,  on  this  occasion,  to  put  himself  aside^ 
and  to  give  every  thing  to  ms^  and  to  a  service  he 
thinks  tlie  most  important,  with  as  much  liberality 
as  if  he  himself  were  personally  concerned  in  the 
conduct  of  it.  , 

This  testimony,  ih  regard^  to  sir  Harry  Burrard^ 
is Jnfinitely  more  agreeable  than  the  reflections  hn 
Mr.  Moore's  narrative  on  the  junior  (Command  of 
his  brother.* 

•  For  the  elegant  narrative  of  the  campaign  of  the  British  army 
in  Spain,  under  this  general,  Mr.  James  Moore  takes  frequent 
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.   In    another   letter,    dated   from    LwboBr  the  *?**5,™- 
9th   of    October,    1808,    the    general »  adds;    I 


shall    avail   myself  of  the   permission  'you    arc      odobA 
kind  enough  to  give  roe  to  correspond  with  yon  theBiMti^*^ 
unofficially^  and  shall  communtcatef  without ^'ne^  w.<BMtiiitic/' 
serve,  every  thing  that  can  give  you  pleasure^  orift 
any  degree  contribute  to  promote  the  public  ser- 
vice,.   The  great  object  at  present  is  to  get  the 

occasion  to  expi^iss  the  dissatis&ction  of  ^  hb  brothtr^  and  kmi^ 
times  in  a  manner. which  excites  regret,  by  the  unmilitary  freedom 
with  which  persons  and  things,  and  their  arrangements,  ordered 
by  the  government  under  which  sir  John  Moore  was  employed, 
are  treated  ;  and,  what  is  worse,  with  knore  zeal  than  tfiat  of  the 
fondest  biographer,  sir  John  nmde  paramount  to  every  things. 
Nor  is  it  at  all  consistent  to  wondSr  that  sir  John  Moore  should 
have  treated'  hb  superior,  who  behaved  with  amenity  towards 
^Mm,  with  civility,  still  less  to  speak  of  hb  excellency's  RdnrnA 
'  spirit  inducing  him,  if  ordered>  to  serve  even  as  ensign,  whil« 
such  an  order  was  impossible.  Of  the  numerous  general  officQjra 
in  the  British  army,  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  but  that  many 
can  never  hope  to  possess  a  chief  coronkand;  The  reniuubdef^ 
however, .  are  by  no  means  precluded  from  distinguishing  'thera^' 
selves,  opportunities  for  ^ich  never  fail  to  occur  to  an  .^otiy^ 
and  intelligent, mind. 

Had  an  inferior  in  rank  and  talents,  indeed,  been  suddenly  balld 
to  overstep  him  in  command,  with  all  the  insolehc^  ofMiccMfiil 
fortunes  :  had  he  employed  his  ignorance  in  destroymg  enlight- 
>  ened  efforts  of  his  junior  officers  for  the  good  of  the  service  Wi^in 
his  own  sphere  of  action;  then,  indeed,  might  sir^John  Moore  have 
complained  of  his  junior  command :  but,  situated  ks  he  wVks;  hi^  wifs 
Dotin.a  situation  in  whidi  he  would  have  fv^^d  others^  fab 
juniors,  to  complain^  «nd  these  observations,  arf  therefore,  weak 
and  inexpedient  in  the  extreme . 
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CAMPAXON^  IN  STKlHf  Alit)  POftTGdAX.. 

troops  out  of  Portugal  before  the  rains  set  in ;  bfit^ 
at  this  instant,  the  army  is  without  equipment  of 
'any  kind^  either  for  the  carriage  of  the  light  bag* 
gage  of  regiments,  artillery  stores,  commissariat 
sto;'es,  or  other  appendages  of  an  army ;  and  not  a 
magazine  is  formed  in  any  of  the  routes  by  which 
we  are  to  march.  The  few  days  which  sir  Hany 
Burrard  held  the  command,  only  enabled  him  to 
ascertain  his  wants  but  not  to  remedy  them.  I 
mention  this  circumstance,  in  the  first  place,  be- 
cause it  is  a  truth;  and,  in  ,the  next,  to  preventyour 
lordship  from  being  too  sanguine,  as  to  the  proba- 
ble period  of  my  reaching  the  north  of  Spain.  It 
is  my  intention  to  fprward  from  this  to  Almeida  as 
much  ammunition  and  artillery  stores  as  I  can ;  and 

to  form  there  also  a  depdt  of  provisions  and  other  ^ 

« ■ 

f  iores.  Whatever  comes  with  sir  David  Baird,  and 
from  England,  may  be  landed,  or  remain  on  board 
a  ship  at  Corunna,  to  be  forwarded  from  thence 
to  such  place,  in  that  line,  as  may  hereafter  be 
judged  most  fit;  but  as  yet  I|have  no  information 
from  Madrid,  but  what  is  contained  in  lord  William 
Bentinck's  letter  of  the  2d  of  October. 


Sir  John  Moore,  notwithstanding  the  satisfaction 
which  he  would  appear  to  have  derived  from  this 
command,  seems  even  at  this  early  stage  to  startfe 
at  the  difficulties  which  were  naturally  to  be  ex- 
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pected  in  the  equipment  of  his  army,  in  a  manner  book  ni. 
that  certainly  did  not  augur,  with  his  other  great  v^p-v''^*^ 
acquirements,    a  mind    quite    prepared   to   meet      October. 

.1  .InstnictioMof 

tnem.  theBritlab 

miiiistry  to  lonl 
W.  Bentinck. 

The  following  was  the  effective  strength  of  the 
troops  sent  to  form  the  British  and  auxiliary  army 
of  Spain : 
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Portagil; 


Effective  soldiers  mho  marcheifnom  Portugal 
under  the  command  of  sir  John  Moore, 


Descrip- 

tioD  of 

Troops. 


Artillery 


Cavalry 


Regiments. 


Royal  Artillery 


1 8th  Lt.  dragoons 
3ddo.  orkincc's  ~ 
Germ,  legion 


} 


Infantry    2d  regiments  - 
3d  do.  -  -  -  - 

4th  do.     -  -  - 

5th  do. 

6th  do.  -  -  - 
9th  do.  -  -  - 
both  do. 
28th  do.  -  -  - 
32d  do.  -  -  -  • 
36lh  do.     -  -  - 

38th  do.      

42d  do.  -  -  .  - 

4.3d  do. 

50th  do.  -  .  - 
52ddo.  (Istbat.) 
52d  do.  (2d  do.) 
71st  do.  -  -  -  - 
79th  do.  .  -  - 
8,2d  do.  -  -  -  - 
pistdo.  -  -  -  . 
92d  do.  -  -  -  - 

95th  do. 

95th  do.      -  -  . 
Staff  corps    -  - 
King's  Ger.  Leg. 
1st  light  bat.  - 
2d  do.  -  -  -  -  - 


»  IIH 


Officers  commanding. 


Colonel  Hardinge  •    - 


Liieut.-col.  Jones 
Major  Burgwedel 


Lieut. -col.  Ironmonger 

Lieut.-col.  Blunt   -  -  - 

Lieut. -col.  Wynch    -  - 

iLieut.-col.  Mackenzie 

I  Major  Gordon    -  -  -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Cameron     - 

Lieut.-col.  Ross    -  -  - 

Lieut. -col.  Belson  -  -  - 

Lieut -col.  Hynde    -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Burne  r  -  - 

iLieut.-col.  Greville  -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Stirling    -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Hull 

Major  Napier  -  -  -  -  - 
Lieut.-col.  Barclay  -  - 
Lieut.-col.  Ross —  -  • 
Lieut.-col.  Pack  •  «  - 
Lieut.-col.  Cameron  - 
Lieut.-col.  Eyre  -  -  - 
Major  Douglas  -  -  -  - 
Lieut.-coL  Napier  -  - 
Lieut.-col.  Beckwith    - 

Major  Travers 

Capt.  Leicester  -  -  -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Leonhart  - 
Lieut.-col.  Halket     -  - 


r 


Nos. 

R&F. 


686 


TotA 


565 
347 


616 

815 

754 

833 

783 

607 

499 

750| 

756 

736 

823 

880 

411 

794 
828 
381 
724 
838 
812 
698 
9001 
467 
321 
61 


803 
855 


N.B.  The  third  regiment,  except  the  grenadier-com- 
pany, being  left  to  keep  up  the  communication  with 
Portugal,  should  be  deducted     -•-•-..-.- 


From  Portugal 


686 


912 


17,745 


19,343 

715 

18^628 
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The  numbers  of  the  effective  soldiers  that  ^^^^^^^  Force  frortP«»- 
Jrom  Corunna  under  sir  David  Baird. 


De8cri|»- 

. 

tion  of 

Regiments. 

Officers  commanding. 

Nos. 

ToUl. 

Troops. 

R&F 

Artillery 

Horse  Artillery 

Captain  Downman    -  - 

177 

Royal  Artillery 

Captain  Eveleigh  -  -  - 

434 

611 

Cavalry 

7th  hussars  -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Vivian  -  -  - 

497 

10th  do.     -  -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Leigh    -  -  - 

514 

15ih  do.     -  -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Grant   -  -  - 

527 

1,538 

Infantry 

lstft.gds.(lstbat) 

Lieut.-col.  Cocks 

1300 

do,  (3rd  bat.) 

Lieut.-col.  Wheatley    - 

1027 

1st  reg.  (3rd  bat.) 

Major  MuIIers     -  -  -  - 

597 

1 4th  do.  (2d  bat.) 

Lieut.-col.  Nichols    -  - 

556 

23d  do. 

Lieut.-col.  Wyatt 

496 

26th  do.  -  -  -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Maxwell  -  - 

745 

1 

43d  do.  -  -  -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Gifford     ^  - 

817 

• 

5lstdo.  -  -  -  - 

Lieut.-col.  Darling    -  - 

516 

• 

59thdo. 

Lieut.-col.  Fane  -  -  -  - 

557 

76th  do 

Lieut.-col.  Symes  -  -  - 

654 

8 1st  do.  -  -  -  -  1  Major  Williams  -  -  -  - 

615 

|95thdo.(detach.)lLieut.-coI.  Wade   -  -  - 

1   • 

699 

8,573 

- 

10,722 

From  Corunna  ------  1 

r   ■ 

0,722 

From  Portugal  ------  i 

8,628 

\ 

Army    i 

»,35C 

/ 
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^^j^K  III.       In  the  equipment  and  preparation  for  the  march, 
however,  it  would  appear,  tnat  difficulty  followed 


OBAF.  II. 


1808. 


October,      difficulty  to  such  a  degree,  that  sir  John  Moore 

Equipment  and  111  1  •  1.*  1/?  ▲ 

prJfmration  for   secHis  already  almost  to  have  given  nimselt  up  to 

the  march  of  the  ,  1  1        /»  m  /•         j 

Briiiflh troops,    despair;   nor  does  he  mil  to  comer  due  censure 

upon  the  several  departments  which  he  supposed 
impeded  him,  nor  even  the  officers  who  had  been 
usefully  employed  on  missions  into  the  provinces^ 
as  will  appear  from  the  following  letters  : 

Lisbon,  I  Sth  October,  1808. 

My  Lord, 

Sir  John  Moore  _.  xii-ii  it 

to  lord  Castle-  Smcc  I  had  the  honour  to  address 

your  lordship,  on  the  9th  instant,  I  haye  received 
your  lordship's  letter,  marked  private,  of  the  30th 
September,  inclosing  copies  of  your  instructions  to 
sir  David  Baird,  and  of  your  letter  to  lord  William 
Bentinck ;  a  statement  of  transports,  and  a  paper  of 
the  marquis  of  Romana  upon  the  line  of  march 
from  Corunna  into  Castile.  I  immediately  wrote 
to  sir  David  Baird,  to  inform  him*  of  my  intention 

« 

to  march  the  whole  of  the  troops  by  land,  and  to 
prevent  his  sending  round  the  transports  from  St* 
Andero  to  Corunna ;  but,  had  I  wished  to  send  any 
part  of  the  army  by  sea,  I  could  have  done  it  with* 
out  the  aid  o^  these  transports,  as  there  still  remains 
here,  after  the  embarkation  of  the  French,  tonnage 
for  12,000  men.    I  have  received  letters  withia 
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these  two  days  from  lord  William  Bentinck,  from   ^o^k  hi. 
Madrid,  of  the  8th  instant,  in  which  he  mentioned  ^^^^v*K^ 

'  1808. 

that  the  Spanish  government  had  been  thrown  into      October. 

.  ,  Sir  John  Moore 

a  considerable  degree  of  alarm,  in  consequence  of  a  to  lord  CMtie- 
letter  intercepted  from  the  goveri^ment  of  Bayonne 
to  marshal  Jourdan,  informing  him,  that,  between 
the  l6th  of  October  and  l6th  November,  66,000 
infantry,  and  from  5  to  7,000  cavalry  would  enter  s 
Spain. .  Lord  William  seems  to  consider  this  at^rm, 
upon  the  whole,  as  salutary,  although  he  gives 
credit  to  the  contents  of  the  letter ;  as  the  former 
supineness  of  the  central  council,  its  confidence  and 
indifference  to  the  existing  danger,  had  been  sucr 
ceeded  by  a  state  of  great  activity.  The  troops 
from  Madridhad  been  ordered  to  advance  by  double 
marches.  General  Castanos  was  sent  to  the  army ; 
^  and  a  determination  was  come  to  appoint  Mr  Morla 
of  Cadiz,  minister  fbr  the  war-department,  a  man 
from  whose  ability  and  energy  of  character  much 
benefit  was  to  be  expected.  A  letter  was  also  writ- 
ten to  Mr.  Stuart,  by  count  Florida  Branca,  to 
press  the  immediate  junction  of  the  British  force. 
The4etter8  which  I  wrote,  both  to  lord  William  and 
Mr.  Stuart,  on  the  10th,  would  inform  them  of  the 
succours  coming  from  England,  and  the  measures  . 
I  was  taking  to  accelerate  the  march  of  the  troops. 
It  is  impossible  to  be  more  anxious  than  I  am  to 
get  forward ;   but  it  is  needless  to  take  forward 

D  2 
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^^?.^  J^'  troops  without  the  means  to  enable  them  to  act; 

^^^^^^^  and  however  light  the  equipment  I  have  fixed,  yet 

October       the  difficulty  of  procuring  it  is  very  considerable; 

Sir  John  Moore       i  i  ,  .  .  .  ,  ,  , 

to  lord  CAstio-  add  to  this,  a  commissariat  extremely  zealous,  but 

reagh.  ,  , 

quite  new  and  inexperienced  in  the  important  dades 
which  it  now  falls  to  their  lot  to  execute.  .  I  am, 
however,  sufficiently  aware,  of  the  importaoce  of 
even  the  name  of  a  British  army  in  Spain,  and  I«a 
hurrying  as  much  as  possible.  The  greatest  part 
of  the  troops  are  in  motion ;  in  the  course  of  thb 
week  all  will,  I  hope,  be  clear  of  Lisbon.  As  soon 
as  they  are  placed  on  their  different  routes,  and  I 
shall  leave  the  conduct  of  the  marches  to  the  gei^e- 
rals  conducting  the  difterent  columns,  and  shall 
proceed  myself  direct  to  Almeida,  to  detenniiie 
their  farther  movement. 

I  have  received  no  report  yet  of  the  arrival  of  dr 
David  Baird.  I  expect  it  daily,  ,and  have  already 
sent  two  staff  officers  to  join  him. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moobe. 


The  following  is  still  more  striking:  - 

JUsbony  ISth  October,  1908. 

My  Lord, 

I  wish  I  could  announce  to  your 

lordship  a  greater  progress,  and  that  this  letter  had 

been  addressed  from  any  where  but  from  Lisbon* 
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AH  I  can  assure  you  of  is,  that  I  am  labouring  in   ®^„^J^,™- 
my  vocation,  and  if  each  day  does  not  produce  all 


1808. 


the  effect  I  could  wish,  or  which,  perhaps,  I  have      October. 

•         ,  .  ,  Sit  Jobii  Moore 

a  right  to  expect,  yet  there  is  no  day  which  has  lo  bwi  Castto^ 

.         reagh. 

not  produced  some,  and  we  are  accordingly  gettnig 
on.  In  none  of  the  departments  is  there  any  want  ,  »  / 
pf  zeal ;  but  in  some  of  the  important  ones  there  i* 
li^uch  want  of  experience.  *  *  *  *  *  This 
remark  applies  particularly  to  the  commissariat, 
fe\^  of  whose  members  have  ever  seen  an  army  iu 
^e  field.  The  short  maritime  expeditions  in  which 
they  have  been  employed,  require  but  middling 
talcits,  and  give  them  but  Httle  or  no  experience 
of  the  operations  they  are  now  called  upon  to  per- 
form. I  have  no  complaint  to  make.  Mr  Erskine 
is  a  clever  man,  of  strict  integrity;  but  still  his 
habits  have  not  been  such  of  late,  as  to  prepare 
him  for  a  situation,  to  fill  which  so  mucli  ability 
and  energy  should  be  united.  Mr.  Erskine's 
character  for  integrity  and  honour  may  be  of  much 
use  at  the  head  of  the  department.       #    #    *    # 

I 

\ 

I  have  only  touched  upon  this  subject  in  my  offi* 
cial  letter;  but  I  take  the  liberty  you  have  given 
me  to  address  you  privately,  to  impress  it  seriously 
upon  your  lordship's  attention,  as  one  of  the  great- 
est importance.  The  department  itself  muist  not 
be  looked  to ;  in  it,  I  am  persuaded^  proper  otlicers 
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)0K  III.   ^^iu  not  be  found  ;  but' men  of  business  and  of  re* 

•  UAV.  XX.  ' 

^^v"^*^  source  are  to  be  found  in  London ;  and  it  is  such 

1808.  ' 

3ctobw.      n^en  only  who  are  fit  for  the  higher  branches  of 

Fohn  Moore     r  .  . 

ltd  Castle-  the  comniissariat. 

I  have  no  hope  of  getting  forward  at  present 
with  more  than  the  light  baggage  of  the  troops,  the 
ammunition  immediately  necessary  for  the  service 
of  the  artillery,  and  a  very  scanty  supply  of  medi- 
cines.  The  dep6t  which  I  wish  to  establish  at 
Almeida,  I  cannot  wait  for;  but  I  hope  the  exf 
•  V  perience  which  is  acquired  in  setting  the  troops  in 
motion,  will  enable  the  commissariat,  when  we  are 
gone,  to  forward  what  is  wanted  for  Almeida. 

The  officers  proposed  to  be  sent  from  Madrid 
and  the  Spanish  army,  are  not  yet  arrived;  birt, 
upon  the  information  I  have,  I  shall  proceed^  and 
am  retarded  only  by  my  own  arrangement.  M on^ 
and  shoes  are  the  two  articles  we  shall  be  prinor 
pally  in  want  of ;  and  with  respect  to  shoes,  wl||^- 
evef  quantities  are  sent,  I  should  wish  they  w^re 
carefully  inspected,  as  in  general  they  are*  veryjjad. 
Brigadier-gen.  Sontag  came  here  some  time  ago  from 
Oporto.  He  shewed  me  your  lordship's  in«truc- 
tions,  to  be  employed  in  the  south  of  Spain ;  but 
the  Spaniards  have  expressed  a  dislike  to  have 
foreigners  sent  aiiiongst  them,  though  they  are 
pleased  to  see  any  Englishmen.  I  should  therefoi^,' 
upon  this  ground^  have  thought  it  proper  to  stop 
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general  Son  tag,  but  it  appears  to  me  no  longer 
necessary  to  employ  officers  in  the  distant  provinces, 
since  the  central  government  is  formed  at  Madrid;      October. 

Sir  John  Mooro 

with  which  I  shall  be  henceforward  in  direct  com-  to  lord  Cutk- 

reagh. 

munication.  I  have,  therefore,  also  put  an  end  to 
major  Cox's  mission  at  Seville,  and  have  ordered 
him  to  return  to  his  regiment  at  Gibraltar;  and  T 
believe  it  will  be  equally  necessary  soon  to  call  in 
the  other  officers  employed  in  this  manner  with  the 
different  Spanish  armies.  I  understand  that  colo- 
nel Doyle  received  ab  first,  from  some  of  the  pro- 
vincial governments,  the  rank  of  brigadier-general ; 
and  he  has  now  got,  from  general  Blake,  that  of 
marshal  de  Camp,  or  major-general.  It  strikes  me 
as  an  impropriety  in  British  officers  to  take  rank  in 
a  foreign  service  without  the  king's  permission ; 
and  dangerous  in  another  view,  as  the  hope  of  such 
promotion  may  tempt  them  to  forget  the  interest 
of  the  service  for  which  they  were  sent,  and  their 
duty  as  British  officers.  At  any  rate,  I  «ee  no 
good  purpose  it  can  answer :  and  when  the  armies 
join  it  may  be  troublesome. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moore. 
P.  S.     I  propose  to  employ  brig. -gen.  Sontag  in 
taking  charge  of  the  sick  left  at  Lisbon,  and  in  for- 
warding them  to  the  army  when  recovered ;  and  in 
assisting  in  forwarding  the  different  articles  for  the 

V 

use  of  the  army,  and  the  dep6t;  at  Ahneida. 
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^cm^!^h!^       ^^  *^^  interim,    and    soon  after  the   general 
^■^^^^    entered  upon  his  command,  he  published  the  firf- 
Octobcr.      lowing  orders  to  the  troops : 

General  orden 

of  sir  John 

Moore  to  tlM 

army.  Lisbon,  9ih  October,  J  808. 

"  The  troqps  under  lieut -general  sir  John  Moora 
will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  on  the 
shortest  notice." 

"  The  lieut.-general  trusts  that  the  general  offi- 
cers will  lose  no  time  in  ascertaining  that   the 
^   regiments  under  their  command  are  in  good  order, 
and  complete  in  every  equipment  to  enable  them 
to  keep  the  field." 

"  Lieut. -general  sir  John  Moore  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  several  corps  of 
the  army," 

"  All  the  heavy  baggage  will  be  left  in  Lisbc^, 
and  directions  will  be  given  hereafter  respecting  it," 

"  The  general  officers  will  communicate  with 
the  commanding  officers  of  corps,  upon  the  sttu- 
ation  and  fitness  of  the  stores  for  their  heavy 
baggage,  and  report  thereupon  for  the  information 
of  lieut-general  sir  J.  Moore." 

"  Directions  will  be  given  with  respect  to  the 
sick.  The  lieut-geueral  sees  M'ith  much  concern 
the  great  number  of  this  description,  and  that  ^t 
daily  increases.  The  general  assures  the  troops, 
that  it  is  owing  to  their  own  intemperance,  tliat  so 
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many  of  them  are  rendered  incapable  of  marching   ^^Jl^^}^' 
against  the  enemy:   and  having  stated  this,  he 


cnvw.  II. 


laoa 
feels  confident  that  he  need  say  no  more  to  British      October. 

soldiers  to  insure  their  sobriety."  of  sir  j<im 

This  order,  says  Mr.  James  Moore,  was  under-  army. 

stood  to  have  been  relished  by  the  soldiers,  and 

had  some  effect  upon  them.      Previous  to  the 

march,  another  order  was  issued  to  instruct  them 

in  their  conduct  towards  the  Spaniards. 


Head'qUiOrters,  Lisbon,  1 5ili  October,  1808. 

"  The  commander  of  the  forces  trusts,  that,  on 
the  t^-oops  entering  Spain,  they  will  feel  with  him 
how  much  i  t  is  for  their  honour  and  advantage  to 
maintain  the  high  opinion,  and  cherish  the  good- 
will, which  that  brave  and  high-spirited  people 
entertajn  towards  the  British  nation. 

"  The  troops  will  generally  be  received  by  the 
inhabitants.  The  Spaniards  are  ^  grave,  orderly 
people,  extremely  sober ;  but  generous  and  warm 
in  their  temper,  and  easily  offended  by  any  insult 
or  disrespect  which  is  offered  them;  they  are 
grateful  to  the  English,,  and  will  receive  the  troops 
with  kindness  and  cordiality. 

"  This  the  general  hopes  will  be  returned  with 
equal  kindness  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers,  and  that 
they  will  endeavour  to  accommodate  themselves 
0  their  maqnerfl^  be  orderly  in  their^uarters^  and 
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^^H^^i^'  not  shock  by  intemperance  a  people   worthy  of  . 
^"^^v;;;^^   their  attachment,  and  whose  efforts  they  are  come  • 

1808.  '  -^ 

October.      to  support  in  the  most  glorious  of  causes,  —  to  free 

GcnerBl  orders 

of  MI  John        themselves  from  French  bondage,  and  to  establish. 

Moore  to  the  , 

winy.  their  national  liberty  and  independence. 

"  Upon  entering  Spain,  in  compliment  to.  the 
Spanish  nation,  the  army  will  wear  the  red  cockad^ 
in  addition  to  their  own." 

« 

Of  the  form  of  march,  sir  John  Moore  gave  the 
form  ©"march!*'  following  account  to  lord  Castlereagh  : 

It  should,  however,  be  considered,  in  opposition  to 
the  evilshe  encountered,  according  to  his  biographer 
and  relation,  that  **no  part  of  military  affairs  was. 
unknown  to  the  general ;  he  was  capable  of  form- 
ing,  in  some  degree,   what  was  deficient;    and, 
though  he  complains  of  the  inexperience  of  some 
of  the  departments,  he  writes  with  approbation  of 
»         their  zeal  and  exertions.    The  directions  of  govern- 
ment were,  that  the  cavalry  should  be  sent  by 
land,  as  he  judged  best     Upon  an  examination  of 
the  subject,  there  was  found  to  be  no  choice ;  for, 
independently  of  the  uncertainty  and  danger  of  a 
coasting  voyage  in  winter,  which,  even  when  pros- 
perous, unhinges  the  whole  machinery  of  an  army, 
it  was  ascertained  that,  at  Corunna,  there  were 
hardly  the  means  of  equipping  and  forwarding  the 
corps   commanded   by  sir   David   Baird. — The 


•  » 


UKDER'SIR  JOHN  KOORB.  43 

Spanish  government  deputed  cotonel  Lopez,  a  ^^J^^f^^ 
Spanish  officer,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  ^^'^JJJJ^ 
roads  and  resources  of  the  country,  to  assist  the      October. 

Tfc  •  •  I  .1  i_i-  1-  •  Account  oftlM 

JtSritish  army  on  its  march,  to  estabiisn  magazmes,  form  of mardi. 
and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  sir 
John  Moore.     He   confirmed  the   former  in telli- n 
gence,  and  pressed  him,  in  the  name  of  the  junta, 
to  march  by  land ;   assuring  him,  that  if  he  went 
by  sea,  one  half  of  the  army  could  never  leave  the  . 
^oast  for  want  of  necessaries. 

The  next  question  was,  whether  they  should 
proceed  in  a  northerly  direction,  through  Portugal 
to  Almeida;  or  should  take  the  great  eastern  road 
to  Elvas,  and  thence  march  through  Estremadura^ 
Necessity  decided  this  question  likewise;   for  it,, 
was  found  that  the  whole  could  not  be  subsisted 
on  the  road  by  Elvas;  no  magazines  having  been  ^ 
formed  for  such  a  body  of  ,troops.     When  the 
Spanish  cpmmissary-general  was  consulted  on  this 
subject,  and  when  the  quantity  of  meat  required 
by  the  British  army  was  explained  to  him,'  he  com- 
puted, that,  were  they  to  be  supplied  with  the 
rations  specified,   in  three  months*  all  the  oxen 
would  be  consumed,  and  very  few  hogs  would  be 
left  in  the  country.  ^  -• 

Strict'^ inquiry  was  thei^  made  respecting  the 
roads  through  the  north  of  Portugal,  where  there 
was  known  to  be  abundance  of  food. 

He  foun4  the  Portuguese  at  Lisbon  inqredibl^ 
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ignorant  of  the  state  of  the  roads  of  their  own 
country  ;  but  all  agreed  that  cannon  could  not  be 
transported  over  the  mountains,  which  fonn  the 
northern  boundary  between  Spain  and  Portugal — 
Even  British  officers,  who  had  been  sent  to  examine 
the  roads,  confirmed  the  Portuguese  intelligence. 

As  equipments  could  not  be  procured  at  Conin* 
na,  as  food  could  not  be  supplied  on  the  road  by 
Elvas,  and  as  the  artillery  could  not  be  drawn  over 
the  Portuguese  mountains,  it  became  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  divide  the  army. 

This  distressing  measure  was  adopted  from  neces- 
sity alone.  In  an  absolute  government  like  France^ 
where  the  ruler  is  skilled  in  military  operations,  and 
possesses  power  to  bring  forth  all  the  means  and 
resources  of  the  country,  such  difficulties  vanish; 
but  in  Spain  and  Portugal  few  obstructions  can  ever 
be  removed  by  the  government ;  they  can  only  be 
evaded. 

It  was  then  determined  to  send  five  brigades  of 
artillery  to  accompany  the  cavalry  through  Spain ; 
and  four  regiments  of  infantry  were  added  for  their 
protection. 

This  important  corps  of  six  thousand  men  was 
entrusted  to  lieutenant-general  Hope,  and  directed 
to  march  by  Elvas/  on  the  Madrid  road,  tct  Badajos 
and  Espinar.  And  two  brigades  under  general  Pa« 
get  moved  by  Elvas  and  Alcantara. 
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The  rest  of  the  army  moved  through  Portugal.     ^fg^J^  Jf'* 
Two  brigades,  under  general  Beresford,  went  by  ^-^v^^^ 
Coimbra  and  Almeida.  o^^^^kt. 

Dupontion  of 

Three  brigades,  under  general  Fraser,  by  Abran*  tbeBritiiii 

forces. 

tes  and  Almeida. 

Sir  John  Moore  thinking  it  of  very  great  import- 
ance that  some  artillery  should  accompany  these 
corps^  ordered  one  light  brigade  of  six  pounders, 
under  captain  Wilmot,  to  proceed  through  Portu- 
gal, and  he  trusted  to  this  officer's  activity  to  trans- 
port the  guns  over  the  mountains  by  dint  of  la- 
bour. 

The  different  regimen tsiof  each  division  followed 
each  other  in  succession  to  facilitate  the  march ; 
sir  John  Moore  intending  that  the  whole  of  the 
troops  coming  from  Portugal  should  unite  at  Sala- 
manca ;  and  that  sir  David  Baird  and  general  Hope 
should  either  join  them  there  or  at  Valladolid. 

The  several  divisions  having  moved  off,  sir  John 
Moore  left  Lisbon  on  the  27th  of  October,  and  im- 
mediately addressed  the  following  letter  to  lord 
Castlereagh. 

LUban,  Oct.  27,  ISOS. 

My  lord, 

Eveiy  thing  is  now  clear  of  Lisbon,  ex-  sir  j.  Moore  to 

lofd  CaiClereagh 

cept  two  regiments  which  march  to-morrow  and 
the  day  following ;  and  I  shall  myself  leave  it  in  a 
ontple  of  houri^. 
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I  am  under  the  necessity  of  sending  general  Hopcf 
with  the  artillery,  caValry,  and  a  corps  of  infantiy, 
^^*^^'**''  in  all  about  6,000  men,  by  the  great  road  leading 
from  Badajos  to  Madrid;  as  every  iiifomiation 
agreed  that  no  other  was  fit  for  the  attilleiy,  or 
could  be  recommended  for  the  cavalry.  This  is  a 
great  round,  and  will  separate  the  corps  for  a  time 
from  the  rest  of  the  army ;  but  there  is  no  help  for 
it ;  the  road  turns  to  the  left  a  short  distance  from 
Madrid,  and  leads  upon  Espinaiy  from  whence  it 
can  be  directed  on  Valladolid  and  Burgos,  or  what- 
ever other  place  may  be  judged  hereafter  best  for 
the  assembling  of  the  army. 

Sir  David  Baird  arrived  at  Corunna  on  the  13th 

« 

instant;  but,  as  it  had  not  been  previously  notified 
*  to  the  provincial  junta,  he  was  not  permitted  to 
land  his  troops  until  an  answer  was  returned  from 
Madrid.  I  have  not  heard  from  sir  David  since 
that  answer  was  returned;  but  I  conclude  that  he 
landed  on  the  2 1  st.  I  have  written  tohim  to  march 
upon  Astorga  as  soon  as  his  corps  is  equipped.-^ 
With  the  infantry  which  marched  from  this  direct 
upon  Almeida  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  I  shall  not  ad-^ 
vance  beyond  Salamanca,  until  the  corps  under 
Baird  and  Hope  approach  Astorga  and  Espinar,  but 
shall  collect  them  in  Almeida,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and 
Salamanca.  This,  at  least,  is  my  intention  at  pre* 
sent ;  and  I  shall  consider  myself  fortunate  if  they  \ 
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reach  those  places  before  the  first  rains,  which  in   *?.^5  ™ 
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general  last  six  or  eight  days,  and  fall  so  heavy  that, 
during  their  continuance,  the  troops  must  halt. 

I  have  directed  sir,  David  JBaird  to  form  a  small 
depdt  of  provisions  and  ammunition  at  Astorga.  I 
am  endeavouring  to  form  one  at  Almeida ;  but  the 
difficulty  of  carriage  through  Portugal  is  such,  that 
it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  it  will  be  formed 
in  time  to  be  of  much  use.  As  we  advance,  Co- 
runna  must  be  the  place  from  whence  our.  supplies 
from  England  are  drawn ;  Lisbon  and  Portugal  be* 
come  then  of  no  use  to  us.  I  have,  however,  under 
present  circumstances,  and  until  the  army  is  united, 
thought  it  right  to  request  sir  Charles  Cotton  not 
,to  send  home  the  transports,  and  to  this  he  has  con- 
sented, unless  he  should  be  otherwise  directed  from 
England.  Some  ordnance  and  other  ships  should 
at  any  rate  be  left  at  Lisbon,  for  the  conveyance  of 
such  stores  and  provisions  as  may  be  wanted  to  Co- 
runna. 

.  Colonel  Lopez,  the  officer  sent  to  me  from  Ma* 
drid,  was  with  me  two  days ;  he  is  now  gone  to  aid 
general  Hope's  march.  He  is  very  confident  we 
jshall  not  want  supplies,^  and  it  is  upon  this  general 
assurance  of  the  Spanish  government  that  I  am  lead- 

• 

ing  the  army  into  Spain  without  any  established 
magazines.  In  this  situation  nothing  is  mwe  es- 
S9itially  xeqUislte  than  money ;  and,  tmfortunately 
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*  n?^  I?*  ^^  ^^^^  "^^^  ^^^^  ^  procure  here  vciy  little.  Sif 
*^^808^  David  Baird  has  come  without  any,  and  hrs  troops 
OctobcB.  paid  only  to  the  24th  of  September,  and  from  this 
we  could  only  send  him  ^8,000.  Mr.  Erskine  has^ 
I  believe,  written  upon  this  subject,  and  I  should 
hope  that  a  supply  was  now  on  its  passage.  It  is  . 
my  intention,  as  soon  as  I  have  made  the  necessaiy 
arrangements  for  the  troops  at  Almeida  and  Ro* 
drigo,  &c.  to  go  for  a  few  days  to  Madrid.  No 
commander-in-chief  is  yet  named,  and  I  fear  the 
consequences,  should  the  French,  reinforced,  be  abk 
to  act  offensively,  and  the  different  Spanish  annics 
continue  to  be  directed  by  a  council  residing  st 
Madrid. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moori:, 

With  the  deference,  which  is  doubly  due  to  sir 
John  Moore,  from  his  high  character,  and  tie  cir* 
cumstances  of  his  campaign,  it  may  I>e  inquired^ 
whether  the  difficulties  so  strongly  enumerated  and 
in  so  querulous  a  tone,  were  really  so  great  as  thtf 
presented  themselves  to  the  mind  of  that  accom^ 
plished  general,  or,  if  so  great,  whether  they  were 
not  difficulties  ordinarily  to  be  expected  on  such  a 
service,  the  remedy  of  which  forms  a  conspicuooi 
object  in  the  profession  of  a  general  officer. 

Ignorance  of  the  country,  perhaps  the  greatnaik 
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evil  a  general  can  encounter,  is  not  obviously-  to  be 
remedied  by  complaint,  but  by  endeavours  to  ob- 
tain through  others  the  knowledge  of  which  he  is 
not  himself  in  possession. 

The  want  of  provisions,  either  in  sufficient  quan- 
tity, or  of  the  kind  best  suited  to  the  haliits  of  an 
army,  is  equally  clearly  to  be  remedied  only  by  a 
diminution  of  its  wants,  a  gentle  change  in  its  cus- 
tomary diet,  and  the  exercise  of  that  moral  influ- 
ence which  every  great  commander  may  always 
possess,  and  which  never  fails  in  inducing  an  army 
with  a  well-instituted  economy  to  submit  to  every 
necessary  privation. 

The  same  influence  will  most  frequently  prevail 
in  any  case  of  pecuniary  deficiency  ;  but  there  are 
many  resources  of  which  a  general  may  avail  him- 
self, of  which  however  the  means  are  only  to  be 
obtained  by  inspiring  with  confidence,  in  favour  of 
his  army,  the  country  which  is  the  scat  of  war. — 
The  general  who  effects  this  confidence  need  sel- 
dom want  the  means  of  paying  his  troops,  or,  who 
preserves  that  influence,  suffer  evil  if  his  army  be 
temporarily  unpaid. 

Aa  auxiliaries  to  the  army  of  a  high-spirited  na- 
tion, fighting  in  its  own  country,  nothing  certainly 
could  be  a  greater  evil  than  the  want  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief  of  that  nation  to  whom  reference 
could  be  had  on  every  necessity  of  the  army,  and 
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^^HA^  II?*   whose  care  and  foresight  would  naturally  prevent 
^^^^^    those  necessities  from  becoming  too  great,  as  well 
Of^f^*      as  dispose  the  operations  of  the  allied  annies  tx>  the 
best  advantage. 

It  should  seem,  however,  that  great  as  these  evils 
appeared  in  prospect,  they  either  never  existed  to 
their  full  extent,  or  not  without  a  proffered  remedy* 
For  however  ignorant  of  the  country  the.  officer 
appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  an  army  aboat 
to  advance  into  it,  the  British  government  had^  as 
already  been  seen,  ordered  officers  the  best  qualified 
to  be  dispersed  through  the  most  important  of  the 
provinces,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  neces-> 
sary  intelligence,  in  which  they  were  readily  aided 
by  the  inhabitants,  of  which  intelligence  sir  John 
Moore  might  certainly  have  availed  himself  to  the 
full  extent.  And,  moreover,  an  able  officer,  well 
acquainted  with  the  roads  and  with  the  resources 
of  the  country,  colonel  Lopez,  was  commissioned 
by  the  Spanish  government  to  visit  the  army  of  sir 
John  Moore,  and  yield  every  satisfaction  on  the 
subject.  And  it  was  under  the  influence  of  colonel 
Lopez's  intelligence  that  sir  John  Moore  altered  th(i 
mode  in  which  the  army  should  advance. 

The  ministers  of  the  Spanish  government  als^ 
ordered  tlieir  commissary-general  early  to  ^rCtend 
sir  John  Moore  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  pro* 
vision  of  his  army,  but  he  found  the  demand  fox 
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meat  so  much  beycmd  Ws  conceptbii,  thathodeem-  ^^^^j^^?'' 
edit  beyond  his  power  to  meet  it     And  it  is  not  ^^^^^'^ 
surely  too  mvd:h  to  doubt,  whether  a  ebntempkttioa      o«toM. 
of  the  a»ew  <urciunstanoes  of  the  British  lurniy^  and 
the  superior  proportion  of  animal  food  ordinarily 
consumed  l)y  British  troc^s»  as  well  as  the  difficul- 
ties of  successive  provision^  the  geikerail  might  not 
have  made  his  requisition  on  .  a  larger  scale  than 
w  as  absolutely  necessary.  :  Colonel  Lopez  appeared 
to  be  perfectly  satisfied  .that  the  army  would  exp^ 
r<ienceno  want,  and  though  he  might  calculate  upon 
an  excessive  estimation,  and  upon  the  readiness  of 
•the  country  to  yield  its  vsupplies,  yet  there  is  no        ^ 
reason  to  believe  that  he  was  vaguely  incorrect 

With  respect  to  money  for  the  payment  of  the 
army,  notwithstanding  the  want  of  it  dnticipated 
by  sir  John  Moore,  it  seems  to  have  been  prevented 
by  the  watchful  care  of  his  government 

As  to  the  acknowledged  evil  of  the  wsmt  of  a 
head  to  the  Spanish  annies,  though  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  sup];eme  junta  first  assembled,  and 
the  intrigues  natural  to  a  new  government,  as  well 
as  the  conflicts  of.  different  interests,  did  certainly 
preclude  the  appointment  of  aiCommander-in-chiefy 
who  should  locally  plan  and  cariy  into  effect  the 
filiations  of  the  allied  armies,  in  perfect  concert 
with  the  British  general,  yet,  what  must«  at  kast 
have  equally  answered  the  end  of  air  John  .Moore, 
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^^^J^iV^'    ^^  ^°^  ^"  which  he  expressed  so  much  anxi^ty^ 

"^i^^^^^^   the  Spanish  government  offered  to  his  excellency 

Ocujhet.      himself  the  chief  command  of  the  whole  of  the  al- 

lied  armies  in  his  own  hands,  and  consequently  the 

whole  of  the  military  resources  of  Spain. 

This  incident  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Narrative 
of  the  Campaign  by  Mr.  James  Moore,  and  indeed 
controverts  some  of  its  observations;  biit,  besides 
several  allusions  elsewhere,  it  is  a  fact  positively 
known,  from  the  best  authority,  and  is  thus  stated 
in  a  despatch  of  the  12  th  of  August,  1809,  from 
Mr.  secretary  Canning  to  the  marquis  Wellesleyt 
then  proceeding  as  his  Britannic  majesty*s  minister 
to  the  Spanish  government, — "  The  SpANfARDS 

OFFERED  THE    SUPREME    COMMAND   OF   THEIR  AR- 
MIES TO  SIR  John  Moore.     Mr.  Stuart*  was 

PRESENT  WHEN  THIS  OFFER  WAS  MADE  BY  M.  CaBQ 

TO  THE  British  general,  and  was  declined. 

MUakein  the       A  prominent  mistake  seems  to  have  already  mar 
df  the  aiuance.    nifcstcd  itsclf  in  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  and 

British  armies.  Each  conceived  itself  the  chief 
force,  and  accordingly  attached  to  itself  in  the  most 
jealous  manner  all  the  importance  of  that  character; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  each  rested  for  its  support 
on  the  other,  and  conceived  itself  almost  helplesai 
yrithout  it. 

•  The  minister  of  whom  mention  was  formerly  made. 
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The  Spaniards  indeed,  with  much  judgment,  de-      chap.h. 
sired  to  incorporate  both  armies,  t)y  intermixing  ^^'*'*J^5^*^ 
detachments  of  the  veteran  British  with  their  whole  ,^  October. 

Mistake  in  thie 

force !  which  was,  with  equal  propriety,  refused ;  J^^^jS^^* 
but  it  was  not  with  equal  judgment  that  the  British 
force  expected  to  find  a  powerful  army  requiring 
only  its  aid.  Whatever  the  enthusiasm  of  Spa- 
nish officers  in  regard  to  their  troops  should  picture 
from .  their  numerical  strength,  a  British  general 
might;  not  be  so  deceived  in  respect  to  raw  levies ; 
and  the  disposition  of  his  force,  while  it  could  not 
be  extended  to  the  nuipbers  of  a  very  powerful  ar- 
my, would  be  adapted  accordingly.  \ 

The  British  force,  joined  to  a  considerable  Spa- 
nish on?,  might  thu$  be  capable  of  an  important 
operation,  though  not  of  overwhelming  the  French 
army;  while  another  part  of  the  Spanish  force  would 
be  capable  of  undertaking  moderate  enterprises  as 
a  corps  d'61ite.  Both  armies,  however,  seemed  in 
many  respects  too  proud  for  explanation,  or  ad- 
mission of  their  own  weakness,  and  consequently 
it  was  to  be  feared,  that,  when  they  should  co-ope- 
rate, they  would  be  uncertain  of  each  others  pow- 
ers, without  confidence  and  without  strength. 

To  remedy  this  evi\  the  British  ministry  at  home 
exerted  itself  in  a  manner  certainly  worthy  of  the 
object.  It  ]vas  in  the  very  nature  of  that  object  to 
find  difficulties  on  every  hand,  yet  never  was  mor^ 
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BOOK  lit    confidence  eiven  to  an  army,  never  did  a  govcm- 
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ment  watch  an'^araiy  with  more  care,  or  more  con* 


taoB. 
Qctpbcr.      sideration. 


In  the  mean  time,  to  urge  the  people  to  ft  strentt* 
OU8  exertion  in  favour  of  the  general  cause  the  Spa- 
nish government  issued  the  following  proclamatioii: 

The  supreme  Junta  of  Spain  to  the  Spannhl^mtmm 

Proclamation  Spaniards!  the  supreme  junta  of  government,  the 
junta^to  the"*  dcpository  of  the  supreme  authority,  has  devoted 
peopeo   paia.  ^^  ^^^^  momcuts  which  succeeded  its  formation 

to  the  urgent  measures  which  its  situation  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  time  prescribe.  But,  from  the 
first  instant  of  its  installation,  it  has  believed  that 
one  of  its  obligations  is  to  address  itself  to  you  with 
the  dignity  which  becomes  a  great  and  generous 
nation,  in  order  to  inform  you  of  your  situation^ 
and  establish,  in  a  frank  and  noble  manner,  thow 
relations  of  reciprocal  confidence,  which  are  the 
basis  of  every  just  and  prudent  administration. — 
Without  these,  neither  the  government  can  fulfil 
the  high  duty  imposed  upon  it,  nor  the  governed" 
attain  the  objects  desired. 

A  tyranny  of  twenty  years,  exercised  by  the  un- 
fittest  hands  ever  known,  had  placed  our  country 
on  the  brink  of  perdition.  The  oppressor  of  Eu- 
rope saw  that  the  time  was  arrived  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  plot  he  had  long  been  forming,  and 
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adding  the  richest  and  most  brilliant  wreath  to  his   *^^J,™- 
bloody  crown.     Every  thing  appeared  to  flatter  his  ^^j^^ 
hopes.    The  nation  was  alienated  from  its  govern-  ^^^^ 
ment  by  hatred  or  contempt ;  the  royal  family  was  ^^^^^'St^ 
divided ;   the  beloved  heir  to  the  crown  accused,  p^  ^nfm^ 
calumniated,  and^  if  possible,  degraded ;  the  public 
force  dispersed  and  disorganised ;  the  resources  ex- 
hausted ;  the  French  troops  were  introduced  into 
the  kingdom,  and  had  already  seized  the  strong    . 
places  of  the  frontier ;  finally,  60,000  men  were 
ready  to  enter  the  capital,  in  order  from  thence  to 
give  law  to  the  kingdom. 

It  was  at  this  critical  nioment  that,  sudd^y 
awakening  from  the  slumber  in  which  you  lay,  you 
precipitated  the  favourite  from  the  power  he  had 
usurped,  and  placed  on  the  throne  the  prince  ^oa 
idolized.  An  act  of  fraud,  the  most  abominable 
which  the  records  of  human  perversity  bear,  de- 
prived you  of  your  most  innocent  king ;  and  the 
aggression  of  Buonaparte  and  tyranny  of  the  French 
were  announced  to  Spain  by  the  cannonade  of  the 
2d  of  May  on  Madrid,  and  by  the  blood  and 
slaughter  of  its  innocent  and  brave  inhabitants, —  ^ 
a  horrible  but  fit  presage  of  the  fate  of  Napoleoh 
was,  preparing  for  you. 

From  that  memorable  day,  when  the  supreme 
authority  v?m  sold  to  the  enemy  which  our  deceived 
nonarch  had  left  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
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^^^■■>jj^^^   seat  of  the  empire  occupied  by"  the  foe,  the  French 
October,      belicved  that  no  further  resistance  would  be  made^ 

ProclaflMtion  . 

of  the  supreme   and  Spread  thenisclves  from  east  to  west  to  extend 

junta  to  the 

people  of  Spidn  their  domiuiou,  and  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  perfidy. 

Fools,  they  were  not  aware  that  they  were  insulting 
and  outraging  a  people  most  jealous  of  their  ho- 
.  nour,  and  that  they  rushed  on  inevitable  perdition. 
The  irritated  provinces  of  Spain  rose  against  the 
oppressors  suddenly,  but  with  solemnity,  and  swore 
to  perish  rather  thaii  sustain  so  ignominious  a  ty- 
ranny. Europe,  in  astonishment,  was  informed,  at 
the  same  instant,  of  the  offence  and  the  chastise- 
ment, and  a  nation  which,  but  a  short  time  before^ 
had  scarcely  the  semblance  of  power,  became  at 
once  the  object  of  the  interest  and  admiration  of 
the  universe. 

Our  situation  was  unexampled  in  our  history, 
unforeseen  by  our  laws,  and,  as  it  were,  opposed  to 
our  habits.  It  was  necessary  to  give  a  direction  to 
the  public  force  corresponding  with  the  will  and 
the  sacrifices  of  the  people;  and  this  necessity  crc^ 
ated  the  juntas  in  the  provinces,  which  collected 
in  themselves  the  whole  authority  of  the  nation,  in 
order  to  expd  the  public  enemy,  and  maintain  the 
peace  of  the  interior.  What  their  energy  has  been, 
how  they  have  discharged  tlie  trust  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  people,  and  what  gratitude  the  nation 
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owes  them,  let  the  fields  declare  which  liave  been    ®fi?5J["' 

CHAP*  Xl« 

covered  with  the  bodies  of  the  Frenchmen,  the  mi- 
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litary  spoils  of  the  invader,  which  serve  to  dtfck      Ottober. 

-  ,     -  -  Pioclamatioii 

our  temples  as  trophies,  the  lives  and  mdepeiidence  of  the  sopreme 

/•I  •         1  •  !_•   v'  junta  to  the 

of  the  greater  part  of  the  national  magistrates  which  people  of  Spdp. 
have  been  preserved,  and  the  applauses  of  as  many 
thousands  of  individuals  who  owe  to  them  their 
liberty  and  their  vengeance. 

But,  as'  soon  as  the  capital  was  delivered  from  the 
enemy,  ^nd  the  communication  between  the  pro- 
vinces was  re-established,  it  was  necessary  to jinite  . 
the  public  authority  into  one  centre,  which  had 
been  divided  into  as  many  parts  as  there  were  pro- 
vincial juntas,  whence  the  strength  and  activity  of 
the  nation  could  be  called  into  exercise.  This  was 
the  decision  of  the  public  voice,  and  this  was  the 
measure  adopted  by  the  provinces.  Xheir  respec- 
tive juntas  nominated  deputies,  who  concurred  in 
forming  the  centre  of  authority ;  and  in  less  time 
than  has  been  in  French  Machiavelianism  to  des- 
troy our  antient  government,  a  new  and  much  more 
formidable  administration  was  seen^— rthe  central 
junta,  which  is  now  addressing  you. 

The  concurrence  in  the  national  will  which 
wrought  this  good,  the  universal  freedom,  from 
selfish  motives,  which  induced  the  provinces  to  en- 
trust their  authority  and  power  to  other  hands; 
this  has  been,  Spaniards^  your  greatest  attion,  this 
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^^-^'V*^^  you,  and  posterity,  to  whom  you  will  serve  ftr 

October.      Study  and  admiration,  will  find  m  this  act  the  raott 

of  the  supreme    couvinciug  proof  of  youf  virtuc  and  prudeace.    The 

^i^k!>f 4ain*  cuemics  of  Spain  had  already  designed  tke  mooient 

of  your  ruin ;  they  already  saw  the  dividoBS  wlikA 
would  be  formed  by  the  convulsions  of  civil  dis- 
cord. 

They  already  triumphed,  believing  the  provinces 
would  be  disunited  by  ambition,  and  that  some,  ]Mte- 
tending  to  superiority  over  the  rest,  would  apply  tx> 
them  for  protection  and  aid. 

But,  lo !  a  central  power  has  been  formed  beibft, 
their  eyes,  and  peacefully  acknowledged  by  all ;  the 
car  of  the  state  runs  upon  one  axle-tree,  and  vehe- 
mently and  powerfully  forces  its  way,  crushing  aB 
the  pretensions  and  all  the  hopes  of  their  iniquily. 
The  junta  being  established,  its  attention  was  at 
,  once  turned  to  the  discharge  of  its  duties.  To  drive 
the  enemy  beyond  the  Pyrennees,  and  compel  him 
to  deliver  up  the  august  person  of  our  august  king^ 
and  those  of  his  brother  and  uncle,  recognizing  at 
the  same  time  our  liberty  and  independence,  wert 
the  first  duties  which  the  junta  conceived  the  nac 
tion  had  imposed  upon  it.  Much  of  this  is  alreadjy 
effected  at  the  period  of  its  establishment;  the 
public  enthusiasm  was  kindled,  armies  were  formed 
composed  almost  wholly  of  fresh  troops,  importaat 


UNDEE'SIR   JOHN   MOOBB.  6$ 

victories  were  gained;   the  enemy,  was  driven  to  ^fJJ*™* 
the  fttmtiers;  the  opinion  in  favour  of  his  militar}*    ^"^^aT^^ 
skill  destroyed,  and  the  laurels  which  adorned  those      ociobe^, 
conouerers  of  Europe  transferred  to  the  brows  of  of  the  sttprema 

juntu  to  ttie 

Qorwarrioicu  p^jpieofSpw* 

This  had  already  been  done,  and  was  what  might 
be  expected  from  the  impulse  of  the  first  moment ; 
bu^  having  effected  all  that  could  be  produced  by 
impetuosity  and  valour,  it  is  necessary  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  means  prescribed  by  prudence  and 
constancy;*  for,  what  we  have  yet  to  attain,  Span- 
iards, we  must  repeat  it  again  and  again,  is  an 
arduous  undertaking,  and  ought  to  call  into  exer^ 
cise  all  your  enthusiasm  and  all  your  virtue.  Yoti 
will  \fe  convinced  of  this  when  you  turn  your 
attention  to  the  external  situation  of  public  afikirs, 
at  the  same  time  when  the  junta  began  to  exer- 
cise its  functions. 

Our  armies  full  of  ardour,  and  eager  to  march  to 
victory,,  but  naked  and  unprovided  with  every 
thing:  beyond,  the  remains  of  tlie  French  armies 
awaiting  reinforcements  on  the  banks  of  the  Ebro, 
ravaging  Upper  Castile,  the  Rioja,  and  the  pro- 
vinces of  Biscay ;  occupying  Pampeluna  and  Bar- 
celona with  their  fortresses ;  masters  of  the  castle  of 
St  Ferdinand ;  ruling  over  almost  the  whole  of 
Navaree  and  Catalonia;  the  despot  of  France, 
restless  on  his  throne,  deceiving  the  slaves  who 
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obey  him  by  the  grossest  impostures,  and  striybg 

to  lull  to  inactivity  all  the  other  states,  in  order  to 

October.      discharge  on  us  alone  the  enormous  weigbt  of  lus 

Proclamation  .  .         *^  .  . 

of  the  sopreae    military  force ;  the  powers  of  the  continenty  in  fin^ 

jnnta  to  the 

people  of  Spain,  oppressed  Or  insulted  by  France,  expecting  widi 

anxiety  the  issue  of  the  first  struggle,  desiring  to 
^  declare  against  the  common  enemy  of  all,  pn>ceed<> 

ing  with  the  timid  circumspection  which  their  past 
misfortunes  council. 

It  is  evident  that  the  sole  asylum  which  remains 
for  the  preservation  of  their  , independence  is  a 
general  confederacy : — a  confederacy  which  will  as- 
suredly take  place  at  last,  for  interest  persuades 
and  necessity  prescribes  it.  Which  is  the  state 
that  can  hold  relations  of  amity  with  Buonaparte? 
Who  can  give  credit  to  his  words  and  promise^  or 
trust  to  his  loyally  and  good  faith?  "The  fate  (^ 
Spain  ^vill  serve  as  a  lesson  and  a  warning;  her  reso- 
lution as  an  example ;  her  victories  as  an  incentive; 
and  the  reprobate  who  has  trampled  under  foot  the 
principles  of  equity,  and  the  sanctity  of  good  fiuth, 

has  placed  himself  in  the  hard  necessity  of  having 
more  power  than  all  of  them,  or  of  being  buried 
under  the  mountains  raised  by  his  frenzy. 

The  security  and  certainty  of  a  league  so  neces^ 
sary  and  just  are  to  be  determined  by  our  previous. 
exertions  and  the  prudence  of  our  conduct  When 
we  shall  have  raised  a  mass  of  military  as  terrible 
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for  its  quantity  as  for  its  preparation :— When  we  ^^^^^^ 
shall  hold  in  x)ur  hands  all  the  means  of  profiting  ^^^^^^eT^ 
by  success,  or  remedying  a  reverse  :-^When  the      OdBben 
sound  judgment  and  integrity  which  distinguish  of um  lopieiiM 
die  Spanish  people  among  all  others,  will  manifest  peopkof  sptfn. 
themselves  in  the  regulation  of  all  our  proceedings 
and  pretensions  : — then  all  Europe,  siecure  of  try- 
umphing,  willu  nite  itself  to  us,  avenge  at  once  its  and 
injuries  and  ours.  Then  Spain  will  ^njoy  the  glory  of 
having  saved  the  powers,  of  the  continent,  and  re* 
posing  in   the  moderation  and  rectitude  of  her 
desire^  and  in  the  strength  of  her  situation ;  and 
3he  will  be  recognised  as  the  loyal  confederate  of 
all,  but  neither  the  slave  nor  the  tyrant  of  any. 

Let  us,  then,  now  employ  all  the  means  we  pos- 
sess, as  if  we  had  to  sustain  alone  the  whole  force 
of  France. 

For  this  purpose,  the  junta  has  believed,  that  it 
IS  necessary  to  maintain  under  arms  550,000  effec* 
tive  men,  the  50,000  to  be  cavaliy ;  an  enormous 
mass  of  strength,  and  disproportionate  it  may  be 
confessed  to  our  present  situation,  and  our  antient 
situation,  and  our  decent  wants,  but  by  no  means 
unsuited  to  the  present  occasion.  The  three  ar«> 
mies  which  are  to  occupy  their  operations,  and 
supply  their  wants,  will  easily  absorb  the  designated 
number.  And  what  are  th^,  or  the  sacrifices 
which  necessity  requires^  compared  with  the  enter* 
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^-^*v^^^  enthusiasm   which  animates  us?   Spanianh^  tibe 

ocu^j  power  of  our  enemy  is  colossal,  his  ambitiaQ  is  still 

oftte  lopR^  greater  than  ms  power,  and  his  existence  is  incmih 

juntft  to  llie 

|iio|ii6«fSjprtn.  patible  with  oar  liberty.    Judge  of  his 


by  the  barbarity  of  his  character,  and  the  extramitj 
of  his  danger;  but  these  are  the  exertions  «f 
a  tyrant,  and  will  be  confounded,  opposed  to  tiK 
valour  of  a  great  and  free  people,  who  iiave  re* 
solved  upon  no  other  termination  to  their  confliet 
than  to  conquer  or  die. 

Considering  the  magnitude  and  tmportanoe -of 
this  first  object,  the  junta  turned  its  attention  to 
the  vast  means  necessary  to  attain  it .  The  neglect 
of  the  last  government,  if  that  may  be  called 
government  which  was  one  continued  and  nrnn- 
sterous  delapidation,  had  exhausted  all  the  sources 
of  prosperity,  had  obstructed  the  canals  wliich 
brought  life  and  food  to  all  the  members  of  ctbe 
state,  dissipatmg  the  treasury,  disorganising  the 
public  force,  and  consuming  the  resources. 

The  junta  has  already  announced  to  the  public 
the  great  savings  which  result  from  the  suppression 
of  the  expenses  of  the  royal  household,  the  enor- 
mous sums  which  have  been  devoured  by  tbe 
greedy  and  insatiable  avarice  of  the  favourite,  tbc 
product  of  his  gr^t  possessions,  and  that  of  ^thc 
estates  of  those  unworthy  Spaniards  ^ho/fled- wihh 
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the  tyrant.  We  may  add  to  these,  the  profit  which  ^^^^f '^ 
will  accrue  to  the  estate  from  a  free  navigation  ^^"^^^Jg^ 
and  commetce,  and  from  the  communication  al-      Qottibet. 

Proclamihm 

ready  opened  with  America.  Principally  we  rely  v^  ^  «!?««• 
on  a  wdl^arranged :  itdmitiistration  of  the  public  p^^^^^s^ 
revenae,  aisd  r^gnlaiiy  distributed  contributions,  f 
to  the  reform  and  nrnaagemeut  of  which  the  junta 
will  directly  apply  its  afttention.  We  may  add  to 
the^  meins  the  snccours  which  are  now  given  with 
so  generous  a  hand,  and  will  hereafter  be  granted 
us  by  the  English  nation.  But  it  is  incumbent  on 
us  that  these  succours  which  have  been  so  ojspor- 
tunely  given,  and  ^so  gratefully  received,  and  the 
effects  of  which  have  been  so  beneficial,  should  be 
hereafter  tecognised  and  recompensed  with  the  re* 
ciprocity  and  decorum  which  become  a  great  and 
powerful  nation.  The  Spanish  monarchy  ought 
not,  in  this  respect^  to  be  placed  in  a  state  of  in- 
equality and  dependence  upon  its  allies. 

The  produce  of  these  means  will  certainly  be 
great,  but^  at  the  same  time,  it  will  be  alow,  ajotd 
for  that  reason  insufficient  for  the  urgent  necessities 
of  the  state.  Are  they  sufiSdent  to  fiimish  for  a 
time  the  ordinary  su{^lies,  discharge  the  immetoe 
debt  wjbidi  will  be  incwnred,^  and  maintain  the  for- 
midable army  vtJmh  k  to-be  kept  on  foot  .A-*Biit 
the  junta  wil],  in  oafie  the  maniftrfd  eventa  and 
fcNPCe  of  circmnatenpes  abouU  exhaiist  the  treoMiyv 
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^•^"^-^^   fidence  which  its  ardent  patriotism  ought  to  inspire, 

October.      and  the  necessity  and  notoriety  of  the  sacrifice. 

of  the  supreme  For  cvils  SO  extraordinary  as  the  present,  remedies  as 

junta  to  tne 

people  of  Spftio.  extraordinary  must  be  applied ;  and  as  the  govern* 

ment  judges  it  to  be  one  of  its  obligations  to  giw 
an  exact  account  to  the  nation  of  the  application 
of  the  resources  and  funds ^  which  it  is  about  to 
administer,  it  has  no  fear  that  its  demands  will  be 
disregarded  through  distrust,  or  be  detested  as 
arbitrary. 

Thus  much  with  respect  to  the  defence  of  tbe 
kingdom,  and  the  means  of  effecting  it,  the  most 
urgent  concerns  and  the  first  in  the  ordf  r  of  time 
which  the  junta  has  under  its  care.  But,  Spaniards^ 
there  are  others  as  necessary  and  primary  as  that 
without  attending  to  which  the  junta  would  per^ 
form  but  half  its  duties,  and  which  is  the  great 
rewardof  your  enthusiasm  and  sacrifices.  Political 
independence  is  nothing  without  felicity  and  inter- 
nal security.  Turn  your  eyes  to  the  time  when 
oppressed  and  degraded,  ignorant  of  your  own 
strength,  and  finding  no  asylum  against  your  evils^ 
either  in  the  institutions  or  in  the  laws ;  you  held 
foreign  dominion  less  odious  than  the  wasting 
tyranny  which  internally  consumed  you.  The  do- 
minion of  a  will  always  capricious,  and  for  the 
greater  part  always  unjust,  has,  for  your  calamitv. 
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lasted  long  enough  in  Spain  :  your  patience,  your 
love  of  order,  and  your  generous  loyalty,  have  been 
long  enough  abused ;   it  is  time  that  the  voice  of     Pctobtsr. 

-         J    J  Proclamation 

the  law  only  ^should  begin  to  command,  founded  of  the  soprcme 

junta  to  the 

on  general  utility.  This  was  the  desire  of  our  good  pwpte  of  spwn. 
and  unfortunate  monarch ;  this  was  the  path  he 
pointed  out,  even  during-  an  unjust  captivity,  to 
which  a  perfidious  tyrant  reduced  him.  Country,. 
Spaniards!  ought  not  to  be  a  vague  and  a  vain 
name  to  you ;  it  ought  to  impart  to  your  ears  and 
in  your  hearts  the  sanctuary  of  the  laws  and  cus- 
toms, the  theatre  for  talents,  and  the  reward  of 
virtue. 

Yes,  Spaniards,  the  great  day  is  drawing  near, 
when,  according  to  the  uniform  desires  of  our  be- 
loved king,  and  of  his  loyal  people,  the  monarchy 
will  be  established  on  durable  bases.  You  will 
then  possess  fundamental  laws,  which  will  b^  be- 
neficial, friends  of  order,  restrictive  of  arbitrary 
power,  and  these  being  re-established,  and  your 
genuine  rights  bein^  assured,  you  will  rejoice  to  - 
behold  a  monument  \yorthy  of  you,  and '  of  the 
monarch  who  is  to  watch  over  the  preservation  of 
it;  blessing  amid  so  many  calamities,  the  share 
which  the  people  will  have  liad  in  its  erection. 
The  junta  which  holds  in  its  hand  the  supreme 
direction  of  the  national  forces  in  order,  by  all 
means  to  assure  its  defence,  felicity,  and  glory. 

VOL*  III.  F 
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CHAP.      XI.  V  ^  ^        r  mT 

'^^'^v-^^  ledged,  the  great  iufluence  which  a  nation  ought 
October.      to  have  in  the  government,  which  alone  and  withr 

Froclaroation  ^i  •  •       ^i. 

ofthesapreme    out   any  assistaucc  has  done  every  thmg  m  tbe 

junta  to  tbe  , 

people  of  SiMin.  name  of  the  king  and  for  his  cause  ;    the  junta 

solemnly  promise  to  you  that  you  shall  possess  that 
country  wliich  you  have  invoked  with  so  much 
enthusiasm,  and  defended,  or  rather  conqueredi 
with  so  much  valour. 

Until  the  military  operations,  slow  at   firsl^   in 
order  to  secure  a  happy  result,  shajl  furnish  tbe  op- 
portunity   and    repose    necessary  for  the    gt^nd 
and  solemn  re-union  which  it  announces  to  you : 
the  government  will  take  care  privately  to  discuss 
and  to  examine  the  projects  of  reform,  and  the 
institutions  which  ought  to  be  presented  for  the 
national  sanction.     Without  instruction,  or  know- 
ledge, or  date,  the  majestic  work  of  legislation  is 
the   result  of  a  blind  and  unstable  will,  and,  as 
such,  exposed  to  error,  inconsistency,  and  contempt 
Wise  Spaniards  !  you  who  devoted  to  the  investir 
gations  of  the  social  principles,  unite  the  love  of 
humanity  to  the  love  of  country,  and  instruction 
of  zeal;   this  concern  is  yours;  the   happy  ex.- 
ecution  of  which  is  so  necessary. 

The  junta,  instead  of  rejecting  your  council,  de? 
sires  and  seeks  it,  the  knowledge  and  illustration; 
of  our  antient  constitutional  law;  changes  wfaichv. 
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from  the  difference  of  circumstances(,  reforms  which 

are  to  be  made  in  dte  civil,  criminal^  and  coriV-      October. 

"  .      •  Proclaibatimi 

mercial  orders,  protects  to  iheliorate  pubfic  edtt-  of  tte  mpreme 

'   f^     •f  ^  ,  juntatotljc 

cation,  which  among  us  is  so  greatly  in  decline' ;  peopk  of spA: 
a-  system  of  regulated  economy  for  the  bfettef 
(Kstribution  and  collection  of  national  r6vehii6: 
all  these  claim  your  attention,  ^nd  form  a  Vast 
scries  of  problems  and  objects  of  meditation,  in 
which  yoti  may  manifest  your  talents  and  acquire- 
ments. 

The  junta  will;  form  from  among  yon  difierent 
committees,  each,  entrusted  with  Of  particular  de- 
partmenrt,  to  whom  are  to  be  freely  addressed  alt 
writings  or  matters  of  govetiiment  and  administra- 
tion, in  which  may  be  discussed- the  difierent  objects 
which  claim  the  general  attention ;  so  that  each 
contributing,  by  his  exertions,  to  give  a  just  and  * 
enlightened  direction  to  the  public  opinion,  they 
may  enable  the  nation  to  establish  solidly  and 
tr£lnquTlly  its  internal  felicity. 

The  Spani^  revolution  will  thus  be  distinguished 
by  characteristic  features,  altogether  the  reverse  of 
those  which  were  seen  in  the  French  revolution. 
That  began  in  the  Wretchfed  internal  intrigues  of 
courtiers;  ourt,  in  the  necessity  of  repelling  an 
unjiist  and  powerful  aggrca(s6f ;  in  that  there  were 
86  mamy  (^inious  concerning  die  forms  of  gpvem- 
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BOOK  iiL    niciit  as  thev  were  factions,  or  rather  persons:  in 

CHAP.   II.  **  »  r 

^^^v""^^  ours  there  is  hut  one  opinion,  one  g:eneral  desire: 

1WI8.  , 

October.  an  hereditary  government,  and  Ferdinand  VII.  on 
ofthe*iuprciDc  the  throue.  The  French  shedding  torrents  of 
people ot Spain,  blood,   duiing  their  anarchy,   proclaimed   no   one 

principal  which  tliey  did  not  afterwards  reject; 
they  made  no  law  which  they  did  not  violate,  and 
at  last  they  submitted  to  barbarous  despotism. 
The  Spaniards,  who,  on  account  of  tlieir  perfidious 
invasion  of  tlie  Frencli,  found  themselves  without 
a  government,  and  without  communication  with 
each  other,  have  not  shewn  themselves  without  a 
government,  and  without  communication  with  each 
other,  have  not  shewn  tliemselves  terrible  or 
bloody,  except  towards  their  enemies,  and  well 
know  how  to  meliorate  their  institutions,  and  con- 
solidate their  liberty,  without  overthrowing  the 
state. 

Oh  Spaniards!  how  beautiful  a  perspective  of 
glorv  and  fcTicitv  we  behold  !)eture  us,  if  we  know 
how  to  profit  l>y  the  singular  epoch ;  if  we  fulfil 
tlie  high  purposes  which  Providence  points  out  to 
us!  Instead  of  being  objects  of  compassion  and 
contempt,  as  we  have  hitherto  b(*en,  we  are  about 
to  become  the  envv  and  admiration  of  the  world, 
Tlie  delicious  clin)ate  we  enjoy,  the  fertile  soil 
whence  wc  draw  subsistence,  our  geogi*aphical  po-. 
sition,  the  riches  which  nature  has  lavished  upoa 
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US,  and  the  noble  and   generous  character  with   ^^^^  l^^' 
which  she  has  endowed  us,   will  not   be  wasted    ^'^^••'-v^^ 

1808. 

gifts  in  the  hands  of  a  vile  and  enslaved  people.  October. 

Proclamation 

Already  the  Spanish  name  is  pronounced  with  o»  the  supreme 
respect  in  Europe,  whose  nations,  which  lie  tram-  people  of  Spain. 
pled  upon  by  the  French,  hang  all  their  hopes  upon 
our  fortund ;  even  the  very  slaves  of  the  tyrant, 
groaning  under  his  intolerable  yoke,  form  vows  for 
us.  Let  us  be  constant,  and  we  shall  gather  the 
fruit  which  victory  will  produce  :  the  laws  of  re- 
ligion satisfied  ;  our  monarch  either  restored  to  the 
throne  or  avenged  ;  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
monarchy  restored  and  consecrated,  in  a  manner 
solemn  and  consonant  with  civil  liberty  ;  the  foun- 
tains of  public  prosperity  pouring  benefits  spon- 
taneously, and  without  impediment ;  our  relation 
with  our  colonists  dravn  more  closely  and  become 
more  fraternal,  and  consequently  more  useful ;  in 
fine,  activity,  industry,  talents,  and  virtues,  stimu- 
lated and  rewarded  ;  to  such  a  degree  of  splendour 
and  fortune  we  shall  raise  our  countrv,  if  we  our- 
sehes  correspond  with  the  magnificent  circum- 
stances which  surround  us. 

These  are  the  views,  and  this  is  the  plan,  which 
the  junta  proposed  to  itself  from  the  moment  of  its 
installation,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  two  primary  and 
essential  objects  of  its  institution.  Its  members 
charged  with  an  authority  so  great,  and  making 
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October.  an  hereditary  government,  and  Ferdinand  VII.  on 
ofthe^Tupreioe  the  throue.  The  French  shedding  torrents  of 
people  of  Spain,  blood,  during  their  anarchy,   proclaimed    no    one 

principal  which  tliey  did  not  afterwards  reject; 
they  made  no  law  which  they  did  not  violate,  and 
at  last  they  submitted  to  barbarous   despotism. 

« 

The  Spaniards,  who,  on  account  of  their  perfidious 
invasion  of  the  French,  found  themselves  without 
a  government,  and  without  communication  with 
each  other,  have  not  shewn  themselves  without  a 
government,  and  without  communication  with  each 
other,  have  not  shewn  themselves  terrible  or 
bloody,  except  towards  their  enemies,  and  well 
know  how  to  meliorate  their  institutions,  and  con- 
solidate their  liberty,  without  overthrowing  the 
state. 

Oh  Spaniards!   how  beautiful  a  perspective  of 
fflorv  and  fclicitv  we  behold  before  us,  if  we  know 

liow  to  profit  by  the  singular  epoch ;  if  we  fulfil 

« 

the  high  purposes  which  Providence  points  out  to  . 
us!  Instead  of  being  objects  of  compassion  and 
contempt,  as  we  have  hitherto  been,  we  are  about 
to  become  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the  world. 
The  delicious  climate  we  enjoy,  the  fertile  soil 
whence  we  draw  subsistence,  our  geographical  po-:. 
sition,  the  riches  which  nature  has  lavished  upon.. 
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US,  and  the  noble  and  generous  character  with  ^^^^p^"^* 
which  she  has  endowed  us,  will  not   be  wasted    ^^-""^j::^^ 
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gifts  in  the  haiids  of  a  vile  and  enslaved  people.  October. 

Proclamation 

Already  the  Spanish  name  is  pronounced  with  ©t  the  supreme 
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respect  in  Europe,  whose  nations,  which  lie  tram-  people  of  Spain. 
pled  upon  by  the  French,  hang  all  their  hopes  upon 
our  fortune ;  even  the  very  slaves  of  the  tyrant, 
groaning  under  his  intolerable  yoke,  form  vows  for 
us.  Let  us  be  constant,  and  we  shall  gather  the 
fruit  which  victory  will  produce  :  the  laws  of  re- 
ligion satisfied  ;  our  monarch  either  restored  to  the 
throne  or  avenged  ;  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
monarchy  restored  and  consecrated,  in  a  manner 
solemn  and  consonant  with  civil  liberty  ;  the  foun- 
tains of  public  prosperity  pouring  benefits  spon- 
taneously, and  without  impediment ;  our  relation 
with  our  colonists  dra-A  n  more  closely  and  become 
more  fraternal,  and  consequently  more  useful ;  in 
fine,  activity,  industry,  talents,  and  virtues,  stimu- 
lated and  rewarded ;  to  such  a  degree  of  splendour 
and  fortune  we  sh.iH  raise  our  countrv,  if  we  our- 
selves  correspond  with  the  magnificent  circum- 
stances which  surround  us. 

These  are  the  views,  and  this  is  the  plan,  which 
the  junta  proposed  to  itself  from  the  moment  of  its 
installation,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  two  primary  and 
essential  objects  of  its  institiition.  Its  members 
charged  with  an  authority .  so  great,  and  makin 
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» 

^cH^T^u^'  themselves  responsible  by  entertainiog  bopes  so 
^"^^^^^  flattering,  do  not  fail  to  see  the  difficulties  thejr 
Prod^SSon  "^^^^  ^^  conquei'  in  order  to  realize  tfaem,  tfae 
junta VSTJ*"^  enormity  of  the  weight  which  hangs  over  them^ 
people  of  Spain.  ^^^  ^^le  dangers  to  which  they  are  exposed;  but 

they  will  think  the  fatigues,  and  the  d^votioB  of 
their  persons  to  the  country  well  paid,  if  they  suc- 
ceed in  inspiring  the  Spaniards  with  that  confi- 
dence, without  M  hich  the  public  good  cannot  be 
secured,  and  which  the  junta  dares  to  jaffirm  it 
merits,  from  the  rectitude  of  its  principals^  aod  the 
purity  of  its  intention* 

AranjueZf  Oct.  26,  1 808. 
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\ 


UK0EK  9IR  JORJKT  liOORfe.   .  7^ 


CHAP.  III. 


ADVANCE  OF  THE  BRITISH   ARMY  INTO  SPAIN. 


Route  of  Sir  John  Moore's  Army.' — Reception  by 
the  Spaniards. — Difficulties  and  their  Effects  on  ' 
the  British  General. — Approach  of  Sir  David 
Baird^s  Army. — Views  of  the  British  Comman- 
der-in- Chief  in  respect  to  the  Campaign. 


THE  Spanish  government,  it  appears,*  pointed  book  m. 
out,  with  great  propriety  of  sentiment,  the  capital    v-^n-^^ 
of  Old  Castile  as   the  rendezvous  of  the  British      October. 

r  !_•.  1  .  I  •  ^      V    Route  of  Sir 

army,  for  which,  as  magazmes,  no  less  implortant  John  Moore's 
places  were  assigned  than  Madrid  and  Valladqlid.    . 
Every  hope  was  entertained  that,  (exclusive  of  the 
Spanish  armies  in  the  front  and  left  of  the  French 


*  Mr.  James  Moore's  Narrative,  p.  17. 
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^^uA^uu'  ^"^^^  ^^^  marquis  Castanos,)  in  the  Asturias  and 

"^^"^^^p^  Galicia,  under  Blake  and  Romana,  would  be  now 

Ro^e  of![;  found  in  a  tolerable  state  of  discipline,  near  seventy . 

John  Moore's  thousaud  men. 

army. 

According  to  the  elegant  narrative  of  his  brother/ 
from  the  moment  that  sir  John  Moore  obtained 
this  command  he  exerted' the  utmost  activity,  and 
received'the  most  zealous  assistance  from  sir  Harry 
Burrard,  to  put  the  army  into  motion  with  celerity; 
and  though  little  preparatory  had  been  done^  the 
greater  part  was  on  foot  in  eight  days. 

The  strength  of  Spanish  enthusiasm  at  the  mo- 
ment was  certainly  such  as  to  influence  the  best 
informed  mind  in  no  ordinary  degree  ;  since  among 
the  Spaniards  nothing  less  was  contemplated  than 
the  rapid  expulsion  of  the  French,  and  the  invasion 
of  the  south  of  France  itself.  Yet,  if  this  operated 
in  some  degree  injuriously,  it  tended  to  foster  a 
spirit  which  might  be  expected  to  subside  into  a 
rational  and  vigorous  force. 

The  circumstances  of  the  convention  of  Cintra 
did  not  prevent  the  British  arniy  from  being  well 
received  on  its  progress  through  Portugal,  toward 
the  Spanish  frontier.  Difficulties,  however,  speedily 
occurred,  and  the  querulous  disposition  to  which 
the  British  general  had  been  induced,  soon  found 
n)eans  to  prolong  its  existence. 

Saltero,  a  contractor,  at  Lisbon,  says,  Mr.  Moore 
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had  agreed  to  supply  the  divisions  with  rations  on   book  ul 

CBAP    III 

the  march  through  Portugal.     But  thiis  man  failed    v^^v-O 

ISOB. 

in  his  contract,  and  the  divisions  of  generals  Eraser      October, 
and  Beresford  were  obliged  to  be  halted.     There  J^mI^b 
was  also  a  great  want  of  money,  from  which  ex-  *™^*  . 
cessive  inconveniences  resulted.     It  had  been  sup- 
posed  that    government    bills  would   have  been 
accepted,  but  promissory  notes  do  not  obtain  credit 
in  Spain  and  Portugal  as  in  England.     At  Guarda, 
the  chief  magistrate  refused  to  procure  provisions 
without  regular  payments,  and  the  peasantry  had  a 
dread  of  paper  money. 

Still,  however,  it  is  confessed,  these  difficulties 
were  surmounted,  though  not  without  expense, 
which,  indeed,  was  hardly  to  be  expected.  The 
commander  of  the  forces  was  well  entertained  at 
the  houses  of  the  nobility,  and  saw  little  appearance 
of  a  French  party ;  yet  he  thought  the  Portuguese 
lukewarm,  and.  a  clgse  correspondence  with  men 
of  discernment  on  the  spot,  convinced  him  of  a 
deficiency  of  Spanish  ardour  and  enthusiasm: 
while  the  weakness  and  tardiness  of  the  central 
junta,  "by  cold  languor  and  foggy  dulness, 
chilled  and  damped,"  says  he,  the  spirits  of  the 
nation. 

Whatever  the  authority  of  this  correspondence, 
which  is  not  often  communicated  in  the  narrative,  it  is 
evident  that  timeliest  known  authorities  went  greatly 
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BOOK  in.    experienced  similar  embarrassments  to  those  whid 


CHAP.  III. 
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had  so  early  agitated  the  commander-in-chief* 


•nny. 


October.  Jt  is  asscrtcd  by  Mr.  James  Moore,  but  without 

joha  Moore's     quoting  his  authority,   that  sir  David  was  refilled 

by  the  junta  of  Galicia  permission  even  to  hrad, 
and  he  is  supported  by  sir  John  Moore  in  addii^ 
that  he  was  left  to  provide  himself  for  the  subsb- 
tence  and  movement  of  his  troops,  to  which  dx 
writer  of  the  narrative  superadds,  in  censur^  "by 
paying  a  high  price  to  those  whom  he  came  to 
assist.'* 

That  so  early  as  this  period  some  difficulty 
might  occur  could  not  excite  great  wonder,  bu^ 
if  it  did,  it  is  acknowledged  to  have  been  done 
away ;  and  we  find,  among  other  correlative  crir- 
cumstances,  that  "  sir  David  Baird  (before  the 
junction)  requested  the  junta  of  Galicia  to  send  a 
detachment  of  troops  to  occupy  Puebla  de  San- 
abria,  which  was  done  accordingly ;  *  and  the  same 
authority,  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  district 
states,  that  although  his  excellency  might  have 
had  the  chief  command  there  (as  it  has  indeed  been 
shewn  in  the  preceeding  pages  he  might  have  had 
in  all  Spain,)  yet  "sir  John  Moore  never  to  my 
knowledge  expressed  aijy  thing  in  the  shape  of  a 
wish,  suggestion,  or  advice,  to  the  government  or 

•  Paslcy,  Mil.  Instit.  &c.  277. 
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egys,  "  I  leave  to  your  excellency  to  conceive  the   *o^f  *,™- 
critical  situation  of  an  army  immovable  from  its  ^^-^^v'^i'^ 
few  resources,  and  tj&e  greater  part  of  which  was      October. ' 
composed  of  new  levies  badly  clothed,  and  badly  jotaJ^ifo^ 
provisioned."    A  council  of  war,  held  at  Tudela,  ^^^  ^ 
had  already .  (Nov.  5)   pronounced  that  it  could  J^^f^f?^ 
afford  no  assistance  to  the  army  of  the  left.     Cap- 
tain Whittingham,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  lord 
William  Behtinck,  from  Castanos'  bead- quarters  at 
Calahorra,  painted  it  in^  the  most  dejected  colours ; 
unappointed  and  unorganized. 

Nothing  certainly  would  be  more  disheartening 
to  the  cause;  but. the  Spaniards  themselves  did 
not  sink  under  it,  they  had  frequent  skirmishes, 
and  if  they  could  not  conquer  they  often  harassed 
the  enemy,  and  then  retired  to  reinforce  and  inspirit 
their  compatriots  against  him.  The  interception 
of  a  communication  from  the  governor  of  Bayonne 
to  marshal  Jourdan,  the  French  commander-in- 
chief,  stating,  that,  between  the  l6th  of  October 
and  the  1 6th  of  November,  sixty-six  thousand  in- 
fantry and  from  five  to .  seven  thousand  cavalry, 
would  reinforce  the  French  army,  roused  the  junta  - 
to  whatever  degree  of  exertion  its  circumstances 
permitted. 


Sir   David  Baird   with   his   reinforcement  had  Arrival  of  ar 
arrived  at  Corunna,  on  the  13th  of  October,  and  witbiemforce- 
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joha  Moore's     quoting  his  authority,   that  sir  David  was  refiued 

by  the  junta  of  Galicia  permission  even  to  laod^ 
and  he  is  supported  by  sir  John  Moore  in  addiif 
that  he  was  left  to  provide  himself  for  the  subns- 
tence  and  movement  of  his  troops,  to  which  Ik 
writer  of  the  narrative  superadds,  in  censure,  "by 
paying  a  high  price  to  those  whom  he  came  to 
assist." 

That  so  early  as  this  period  some  difficulty 
might  occur  could  not  excite  great  wonder,  bo^ 
if  it  did,  it  is  acknowledged  to  have  been  done 
away ;  and  we  find,  among  other  correlative  cir- 
cumstances, that  "  sir  David  Baird  (before  the 
junction)  requested  the  junta  of  Galicia  to  send  a 
detachment  of  troops  to  occupy  Puebla  de  San- 
abria,  which  was  done  accordingly;*  and  the  same 
authority,  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  district; 
states,  that  although  his  excellency  might  have 
had  the  chief  command  there  (as  it  has  indeed  been 
shewn  in  the  preceeding  pages  he  might  have  had 
in  all  Spain,)  yet  "sir  John  Moore  never  to  my 
knowledge  expressed  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a 
wish,  suggestion,  or  advice,  to  the  gov^emment  or 

•  Paslcy,  Mil.  Instit.  &c.  277. 
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people  of  that  province  in  respect  to  their  military   ^^J^^^lj^ 
affairs."  ^     v^A^-O 

1808. 

But  to  suppose  that  sir  David  Baird  or  sir  John      October. 
Moore,  after  the  clear  and  accurate  instructions  of  joha  Mme's 
their  government,  could  have  stooped  to  regard  the 
provision  of  either  of  their  corps,  being  left  to  its 
commander  as  the  proof  of  injustice,  ingratitude,  or       \ 
imposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  as  appears 
from  the  sentence  above  quoted,  would  be  to  sup- 
pose them  ignorant  of  the  first  elements  of  their; 
profession,  and  of  the  policy  of  the  war.*    The 
dismemberment  of  the  French  empire  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  a  measure  of  pure  generosity  on  our 
part  to  any  foreign  prince  or  nation.     It  is  with  us 
a  measure  of  self-preservation  and  necessity  ;  and 
we  are  principals  in  every  war  that  tends  to  that 
object.  -     • 

Those  difficulties,  therefore,  which  even  in  an 
enemy's  country  ought  not  to  appal,  in  one  which 
we  approach  in  the  guise  of  friendship  from  political 
motives,  ought,  no  sooner  to  arise  than  to  vanish ; 
and  to  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary  qualities  of  a 
general  in  such  a  case  should  be  added  in  a  par- 
ticular degree  those  of  military  diplomacy. 

/ 

Sk  John  Moore  with  his  division  of  the  army  Ntremiw  5. 

V 

*  See  anttf,  vol.  i.  p.  59. 
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CJIAP.  XII. 

1808. 


army 


BppK  lit-   reached  Atalaia,  near  forty-four  leagues  from  Lif* 

bon,  on  the  fifth  of  November,  and  then  first  found 

Nofvniber.     that,  Contrary  to  the  information  received^  the  roadi^ 

jo^  Mom'f     though  very  bad,  were  practicable  fbr  artillery.    It 

was  discovered,  according  to  the  nanative,  dilf 
from  stage  to  stage,  by  the  Britbh  officers,  whtdi 
it  was  certainly  to  be  lamented  was  not  done  before; 
since  in  that  case  general  Hope's  division  need  not 
have  taken  a  circuitous  route.  To  remedy  die 
evil,  at  length,  despatches  were  sent  to  meet  him  it 
Tmxillo,  desiring  him  to  send  forward  officers  tt 
avoid  the  necessity  of  going  round  bj  lAnAH 
which  became  the  more  necessary,  as  lord  William 
Bentinck  had  now  apprised  sir  Johii  Moore  of  the 
French  reinforcements  havmg  entered  Biscay;  and 
the  probability  of  Castanos  bringing  on  an  aetiody 
with  whom  it  was  therefore  necessary  for  tilt 
British  army  to  co-operate. 

On  the  8th,  notwithstanding  continual  raim; 
the  army  re?ched  Almeida ;  where  the  commander* 
in-chief  ordered  a  general  court-martial  on  a  man 
who^  had  been  detected  marauding,  which*  sen- 
tenced  him  to  death,  and  he  suffered  as  an  example' 
to  the  army.  Notliing  could  be  bett€fr  tfaaft  itt 
general  character :  the  following  order  was  there- 
fore issued  on  the  occasion,  on  the  day  on  whSch 
it  entered  Spain. 
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^*  Nothing  could  be  more  pleasing  to  the  com-  v^^-yl-O 
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mander  of  the  forces  than  to  shovir  mercy  to  a     November, 
soldier  of  good  character  under  his  command,  who  ^n^wre's 
had  been  led  inadvertently  to  commit  a  crime;  but  q^j^'^^^  ^^^^ 
he  should  consider  himself  neglectful  of  his  duty, 
if,  from  ill-judged  lenity,  he  pardoned  deliberate 
villainy. 

"The  crime  committed  by  the  prisoner  now  under 
sentence  is.  of  this  nature,  and  there  is  nothing  in 
his  private  chanlcter  or  conduct  which  could  give 
the  least  hope  of  his  amendment,  were  he  par- 
doned; he  must  therefore  suffer  the  awful  punish- 
ment to  which  he  has  been. condemned. 

**The  commander  of  the  forces  trusts  that  tha 
troops  he  commands  will  seldom  oblige  him  to  re- 
sort to  punishnients  of  this  kind  :  and  such  is  his 
opinion  of  British  soldiers,   that  he  is  convinced  ^ 

they  will  not,  if  the  officers  do  their  duty,  and  pay 
them  proper  attention. 

"  He,  however,  takes  this  opportunity  to  declare 
to  tlie  army,  that  he  is  deternuned  to  shew  no 
mercy  to  plunderers  and  marauders,  or  in  other 
words,  to  thieves  and  villains. 

"  The  army  is  sent  by  England  to  aid  and  sup- 
port the  Spanish  nation,  not  to  plunder  and  rob  its^ 
inhabitants.     And  soldierS'  who  so  far  forget  what 
is  due  to  their  owa  honour,  and  the  honour  o£ 
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their  country,  as  to  commit  such  acts,  shall  be  (fe- 
livered  over  to  justice  :  the  military  law  must  take 
its  course,  and  the  punishment  it  awards  sfaaU  be 
inflicted." 

Crossing  the  rivulet  which  separates  Spain  from 
Portugal,  the  army  marched  to  Ciudacl  Rodrigo^ 
and  was  met  two  miles  off  by  the  governor ;  on 
approaching  the  town  exclamations  of  viva  ks 
Ingles^s  resounded  every  where.  The  British  head- 
quarters were  next  day  at  the  curate's  of  the 
village  of  San  Martin,  a  sensible  man,  who  had 
lodged  all  the  French  generals  in  succession. 

On  the  thirteenth,  sir  John  Moore  arrived  widi 
the  advanced  guard  at  Salamanca,  and  halted  there 
to  assemble  the  whole  of  the  troops  from  Portugal; 
where  he  heard  of  the  surprise  of  the  young  Spanish 
count  Belvidere,  who,  with  twelve  thousand  raw 
recruits,  had  rashly  advanced  to  Burgos,  an  open 
town,  in  front  of  the  French  army,  without  support; 
whence  he  pressed  sir  Jolm  Moore  to  assist  hinii 
who  could  not  arrive  in  time,  and  in  consequence 
he  was  overwhelmed  by  a  superior  power. 

From  Salamanca  the  general  wrote  to  lord 
William  Bentinck  the  following  letter,  which, 
whether  considered  merely  as  a  composition,  or  the 
production  of  a  general,  or  a  minister,  was  en- 
tirely unworthy  of  the  fine  mind  of  sir  John  Moore : 
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My  dear  lord, 


Salamanca,  Nov,  IS,  1808.  ohap.hx. 


ia08. 


I  arrived  here  early  in  the  afternoon.     November. 

,  t       1        i_      Sb  John  Mooft 

I  am  not  only  jadgd  by  my  journey,  but  also  by  the  to  iwd  Wm 
different  people  I  have  been  obliged  to  speak  to ; 
aud  only  that  I  am  anxious  to  send  a  courier  to 
you  as  soon  as  possible,  I  should  have  delayed  wri- 
ting to  you  until  morning.  I  received  upon  the 
road  your  two  letters  of  the  8th,  and  that  of  the 
9th,  with  the  enclosures,  some  of  which  shall  be 
returned  to  you  by  the  next  courier. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  from  sir  David  Baird  I  hear 
nothing  but  (iomplaints^  of  the  junta  of  Corunna, 
.  who  afford  him  no  assistance.  They  promise  every 
thing,  but  give  nothing ;  and,  after  waiting  day  afi;er 
day  for  carts,  which  they  had  promised  to  procure 
for  the  carriage  of  stores,  his  commissary  was  at  last 
obliged  to  contract  for  them  at  an  exorbitant  price, 
and  then  got  them.  This  is  really  a  sort  of  con- 
duct quite  intolerable  to  troops  that  the  Spanish 
government  have  asked  for,  and  for  whose  advance  ^ 
they  are  daily  pressing.  ^ 

On  my  arrival  here,  and  telling  colonel  O'Low- 
ler  that  I  wished  to  have  supplies  immediately  pro- 
vided on  the  road  from  Astorga  to  this  place,  for 
the  march  of  the  troops  from  Comnna,  he  began 
l?y  telling  me  that  a  power  which  he  should  have 
got,  and  which  it  was  ppmised  should  be  sent  after 
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November,     upon  his  owu  Credit.     Part  of  this  was  a  trick— 

,  Sir  John  Moore  ^  .  -^    .        i     i         i  i^  ^ 

to  lord  Wni     pour  stjaivt  valoir ;   it  tended  only,   however,  to 

shew  me  that  he  was  not  the  man  who  should  have 
been  selected  for  us :  but,  if  selected,  he  should 
have  been  furnished  with  every  authority  to  make 
him  useful.  I  run  over  all  this  to  you^  thou^ 
perhaps  it  should  properly  be  addressed  to  Mr. 
Frere,  but  to  you  I  can  state  it  with  more  ease,  and 
I  shall  thank  you  to  speak  to  Frere  upon  it ;"'  when 
I  hope  he  will  have  some  serious  communication 
with  the  Spanish  ministers,  and  plainly  tell  theiDi 
if  they  expect  the  advance  of  the  British  arniy,  they 
must  pay  somewhat  more  attention  to  its  wants. — 
Proper  officers  must  be  sent  to  me,  vested  with  full 
^  powers  to  call  forth  the  resources  of  the  countiy 
when  they  are  wanted,  and  without  delay ;  the  same 
as  is  done,  I  presume,  for  tlie  Spanish  armies ;  we 
shall  pay,  but  they  are  not  to  allow  us  to  be  imposed 
upon,  but  to  tell  us  what  is  paid  by  the  Spanish 
government  in  such  cases.  We  find  no  difficulty 
with  the  people;  they  receive  us  every  where  well. 
Init  the  authorities  are  backward,  and  not  like  those 
of  a  country  who  wish  our  assistance. 

The  officer  you  mention  to  have  been  sent  to  sir    ' 
David  Baird,  travelled  by  slow  journeys,  as  if  ia  . 
profound  peace,  and  consequently  arrived  too  laid 
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and  when  little  wanted.     The  head  of  B^iird's  co-   ^;?,?J^„l"' 
lunin  is  this  day  at  Astorga  ;  hut,  had  they  waited 
for  the  said  officer,  it  would  have  been  still  at  Co- 

.  Sir  John  Muore 

runna.     The  Spaniards  seem  to  think  that  every  gj^";^" 
body  should  fly  but  themselves.     The  troops  from 
Lisbon  begin  to  march  in  here  to-niorrow,  and  will 
continue  to  arrive  by  corps  daily  until  the  23d, 
when  the  whole  will  be  assembled.     I  have  direct- 
ed Baird  also  to  continue  the  march  of  his  troops 
on  Benavente,  as  soon  as  supplies  permit  it;  and, 
by  the  time  the  head  reaches  Benavente,  I  shall 
probably  direct  it  to  proceed  on  to  Zamora,  and 
close  the  whole  as  near  to  me  at  this  place  as  coVer 
will  admit;    probably  by  the  23d  instant,  the  rear 
of  Baird's  will  be  about  Zamora,  but  it  will  depend 
on  the  aid  and  activity  of  the  authorities  of  the 
country;    if  they  are  slow,  it  is  impossible  forme 
to  be  quick.     All  this,  however,  is  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  French  do  not  disturb  us ;    and  I. 
suppose  you  know  they  are  at  Burgos.     At  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  I  received  a  letter  by  express  from  EI 
Conde  de  Belvedere,  from  Burgos,  dated  the  9th, 
stating  that  he  expected  to  be  attacked  by  superior 
cumbers,  and  begging  that  I  would  hasten  to  his 
assistance.     I  wrote  to  him  that  I  had  been  march- 
ing for  some  time  with  all  the  haste  I  could ;  but, 
if  he  was  to  be  attacked  so  soon,  it  was  impossible 
Cor  me  to  render  him  any  assistance ;  and  he  should 
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^^"v^^*^  here,  I  was  informed  by  the  marquis  de  Cinalbo, 

November,     that  the  Spanish  troops  had  been  forced  to  retire 

to  i^rd  wm     &oni  Burgos,  and  the  French  were  in  possession  of 

it.  I  hope  tlie  letter  I  wrote  to  general  Castanos 
will  draw  from  him  some  explanation  of  his  view^ 
by  which  I  may  regulate  my  motions.  But  his 
movements,  and  those  of  the  army  under  generd 
Blake,  require  some  explanation,  in  order  to  be  un- 
dei'stood ;  for,  though  they  know  that  a  British 
force  is  marching  from  different  parts,  in  order  to 
unite,  they  have  marched  away  from  the  point  of 
assembly,  and  have  left  us  exposed  to  be  attacked 
and  interrupted  before  our  junction ;  bul^  if  wc 
were  united,  he  can  hardly  .expect  that  with  my 
force  I  should  march  forward  and  place  myself 
within  reach  of  attack  from  such  superior  numben^ 
whilst  his  and  Blake's  armies  are  removed  at  sudi 
a  distance  as  to  be  able  to  render  me  no  assistance: 
but  all  this  I  expect  will  be  made  plain,  when  I 
hear  from  general  Castanos.  With  respect  to  ma* 
gazines,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  where  they 
ought  to  be  made,  whilst  I  am  so  much  in  the  dark 
as  to  the  movements  which  are  likely  to  occur; 
but,  if  the  country  is  abundant,  as  is  said,  we  caih 
not  want.  But  I  must  have  persons  of  an  authority 
attached  to  me,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  re^ 
sources,  and  who,  kno\ying  the  interior  govermnaf^ 
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customs,  and  manners,  of  Spain,  can  call  them  forth 
for  me  and  the  British  troops  in  the  same  manner 
as  they  are  called  forth  for  those  of  Spain.    This 
regards  not  only  provisions,  but  carts,  horses,  quar-  ^  lord  Wm 
ters,  and,  in  short,  all  the  w|||ts  of  troops.     With 
the  aid  of  persons  of  this  description,  our  own  com»     ^ 
missaries  can  do;  but  without  them  we  can  do  no- 
thing.    The  foundation  of  all  this  must  be  an  order 
to  the  authorities  throughout  the  provinces,  to  give 
every  aid  to  the  British,  as  to  the  Spanish  troops. 
It  is  a  matter  of  indifference  who  pays  these  officers; 
it  would  be  more  consistent  with  the  dignity  of 
Spain  that  they  paid  them;   though  we  should  re*         ^ 
ward  them  according  to  their  deserts. 

With  respect  to  the  magazines  at  Madrid,  it  is 
very  likely  to  be  a  proper  place  for  Spain  to  collect 
a  considerable  depdt  of  various  kinds.  It  is  their 
capital,  and  they  know  best;  but  it  does  not  strike 
me  a  place  where  the  British  could  be  called  upon 
to  make  any  collection.  We  shall  establish  small 
magazines  for  consumption  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  we  are  acting.  These  great  reserves,  which 
a  country  makes  for  general  supply,  should  be  made 
by  Spain ;  when  we  approach  it,  we  may  draw  from 
it,  and  pay  for  what  we  get.  But  Spain  should 
make  it,  and  be  at  the  expense  and  trouble  of  its 
conservation :  as  I  believe  we  are  giving  money  to 
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Spain,  part  of  it  may  be  applied  by  them  in  this 
manner;  but  it  is  they  that  should  do  it — not  we. 
I  have  no  objection  to  you,  or  Mr.  Frere,  repre- 

Sir  John  Moore  .  .  , 

to  lord  Win     sentinff  the  necessity  of  as  many  more  British  troops 

as  you  think  proper.  It  is  certain  that  the  agents 
which  our  government  have  hitherto  employed, 
haVe  deceived  them.  For  affairs  here  are  by  no 
means  in  the  flourishing  state  they  are  represented 
and  believed  to  be  in  England ;  and  the  sooner  the 
truth  is  known  in  England  the  better.  'But  you 
must  observe,  my  lord,  that  whatever  is  critical 
must  now  be  decided  by  the  troops  which  are  here; 
the  French,  I  suspect,  are  ready,  and  will  not  wait 
I  differ  only  with  you  in  one  point :  when  yoa  say 
the  chief  and  great  obstacle  and  resistance  to  the 
French  will  be  afforded  by  the  English  army.  If 
that  be  so,  Spain  is  lost.  The  English  army,  I 
hope,  will  do  all  which  can  be  expected  from  their 
numbers,  but  the  safety  of  Spain  depends  upon  the 
union  of  its  inhabitants,  their  enthusiasm  in  their 
cause,  and  in  their  firm  and  devoted  deternn'nation 
to  die  rather  than  submit  to  the  French ;  nothing 
short  of  this  will  enable  them  to  resist  the  formi- 
dable attack  about  to  be  made  upon  them.  If  they 
will  adhere,  our  aid  can  be  of  the  greatest  use  to 
them,  but  if  not,  we  shall  soon  be  out-numbered^ 
were  our  force  qi^drupled. 
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Spain,  part  of  it  may  be  applied  by  them  in  this 
manner;  but  it  is  they  that  should  do  it— not  we. 
November.         J  j^^ve  no  objection  to  you,  or  Mr.  Frere,  reprc- 

Sir  John  Moore  .  -  n  -o   •    •    •     ^ 

to  ioru  wm     sentmg  the  necessity  of  as  many  more  Britisn  troops 

as  you  think  proper.     It  is  certain  tnat  the  agents 
which  our  government  have  hitherto  employedy 
have  deceived  them.    For  affairs  here  are  by  no 
means  in  the  flourishing  state  they  are  represented 
and  believed  to  be  in  England ;  and  the  sooner  the 
truth  is  known  in  England  the  better.     "But  you 
must  observe,  my  lord,  that  whatever  is  critical 
must  now  be  decided  by  the  troops  which  are  here; 
the  French,  I  suspect,  are  ready,  and  will  not  wait 
I  differ  only  with  you  in  one  point:  when  you  say 
the  chief  and  great  obstacle  and  resistance  to  the 
French  will  be  afforded  by  the  English  army.     If 
that  be  so,  Spain  is  lost.     The  English  army,  I 
hope,  will  do  all  which  can  be  expected  from  their 
numbers,  but  the  safety  of  Spain  depends  upon  the 
union  of  its  inhabitants,  their  enthusiasm  in  their 
cause,  and  in  their  firm  and  devoted  determination 
to  die  rather  than  submit  to  the  French;   nothing 
short  of  this  will  enable  them  to  resist  the  formi- 
dable attack  about  to  be  made  upon  them.   If  they 
will  adhere,  our  aid  can  be  of  the  greatest  use  to 
them,  but  if  not,  we  shall  soon  be  out-numbered^ 
were  our  force  q^ad^upled. 
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I  am  therefore  much  more  anxious  to  see  exertion  ^c^^f^,"/' 
and  energy  in  the  government,  and  enthusiasm  in  ^^^^^TaoT**^ 
their  armies,  than  to  have  my  force  augmented, —     Novembpr. 

^  ^  Sir  J.  Moore  U> 

The  moment  is  a  critical  one, — my  own  situation  [ord  WrttBcn- 
IS  particularly  so, — I  have  never  seen  it  otherwise ; 
but  I  have  pushed  into  Spain  at  all  hazards, — this 
was  the  order  of  my  government,  and  it  was  the 
will  of  the  people  of  England.  I  shall  endeavour 
to  do  my  best,  hoping  that  all  the  bad  that  may 
happen  will  not  happen ;  but  that,  with  a  share  of 
bad,  we  shall  also  have  a  portion  of  good,  fortune. 
This  is  a  long  letter  for  one  who  began  by  say- 
ing that  he  was  jaded;  but  I  have  been  gradually 
drawn  on  by  the  interest  I  takejn  the  subject. — 
You  will  communicate  to  Mr.  Frere  such  parts  as 
you  think  proper,  and  he  will  I  hope  act  upon  them. 
Be  so  good  as  to  excuse  me  to  him,  for  not  parti- 
cularly addressing  himself  i-ord  Paget  was  at 
Corunna  the  7th,  with  two  regiments,  the  7th  and 
the  10th  hussars;   the  other  three  were  following 

fkst 

1  remdn,  &c. 

JoiiN  Moore, 

There  is  a  kind  of  unsettled  feeling,  a  sort  of 
levity,  in  this  letter,  but  little  fitting  for  military 
history,  and  tending  only  to  shew  the  situation  of 
the  general's  mind,  and  his  views  of  the  campaign^ 
at  the  period  at  which  it  wa3  written. 
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On  the  second  night  after,  general  Pig^telli^ 
governor  of  the  province,  by  express,  informed  sir 
E^te^^nu  ^^^^  Moore  of  the  occupation  of  Valladolid  by  the 
mJJ^***"       French,  which  brought  the  enemy  within  twenty 

leagues  distance ;  while  the  junction  of  the  various 
corps  of  the  British  army  alone  could  not  be  effedr 
ed  in  less  than  ten  days.  Only  three  brigades  of 
infantry  had  arrived  at  Salamanca,  an  open  town, 
and  he  was  yet  without  artillery.  So  far  from  beii^ 
able  to  continue  the  point  of  union  for  the  British 
army  at  Burgos,  that  town  and  also  Valladolid  were 
in  possession  of  the  enemy ;  and  the  misfortunes  of 
the  Spanish  army  had  precluded  the  expectation  of 
any  immediate  assistance,  much  less  the  being  co- 
vered, as  there  was  originally  reason  to  suppose,  by 
seventy  thousand  men. 

This  was  a  situation  of  considerable  embarras* 
ment,  and  gave  additional  cause  to  lament,  that 
proper  officers  had  not  been  sent  in  advance  to  as- 
certain the  real  state  of  the  roads.  It  is,  howevte, 
the  business  of  a  general  to  conquer,  as  well  as  fore- 
see,  difficulties,  and  the  experience  of  this  embar* 
rasment  might  at  least  be  expected  to  prevent  those 
of  a  similar  nature  in  future.  Whatever  delusion 
might  have  occurred  in  the  promised  results  of  that 
enthusiasm,  which  naturally  fired  a  brave  and  ho* 
nourable  people  on  the  spring  of  then*  glorious  re^. 
volution,  was  now  dispelled ;  and  if  the  British  mi^ 
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nistry  could  possibly  have  so  far  misled  their  generah  ^^Jl^^ 
as  to  lead  him  to  expect  a  mere  parade  in  the  ^-^^j^^^ 
first  instance,  it  was  now  quite  shewn  that  this     November. 


expectation  was  incorrect  of  mtJoIhi 

Moore. 

It  is,  at  the  same  time,  much  to  be  regretted  that 
these  circumstances  were  not  foreseen ;  for,  if  the 
French  advanced  in  force,  the  British  army  had  no 
option  but  to  fall  back  on  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  where 
the  army  could  not  s^pa^rently  be  long  subsisted ;  ^ 
and  return  to  Portugal. 

It  is  stated  by  Mr.  Moore  that  the  general  had 
long  foreseen  the  possibility  of  the  French  advan- 
cing to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  British  troops, 
yet  this  does  not  appear  in  his  arrangements.  It  is 
also  stated,  that  he  was  at  a  l(»ss  to  comprehend  the 
motives  for  the  position  of  the  Spanish  armies  in  Bis- 
cay and  Arragon.  But  this  unhappily  was  too  easily 
to  be  accounted  for  in  their  original  formation,  atid 
the  disasters  to  which  they  were  naturally  liable. 
He  also  wondered  at  the  tranquillity  of  the  people, 
while  it  was  known  the  French  were  advancing : , 
this  was,  however,  advantageous  to  his  command.    ^ 

Sir  John  Moore  took  the  best  means  he  possibly 
could  under  the  circumstances.  His  excellency 
assembled  the  junta,  and,  communicating  to  them 
the  nature  of  their  disasters,  explained  the  reasons 
for  his  probable  necessity  of  retiring  to  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo, and  exhorted  them  to  ^eater  exertion.  This 
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BOOK  III.   ii;  i3  |.j|g  more  agreeable  to  perceive,  since  tbe  quen- 
^"^^^^^T^^  lous  remark  in  the  letter  which  has  been  last  give% 

t808.  '  ^    ^^ 

NoYeiuber.     q^  the  fatiguc  arising  from  **  the  number  of  peopk* 
of  sir  John       Sir  John  had  ''been  obliged  to  speak  to,''  would  gwe 

Moore.  ^ 

reason  to  fear  a  disinclination  from  that  readiness  Id 
communicate  where  ntoessary,  which  is  one  oftk 
most  necessary  and  important  qualities  of  a  genenL 

But  sir  John  Moore  went  fartlier.  When  be 
had  stated  the  probable  necessity,  he  told  ^then 
that,  ^'  though  the  English  would  be  useful  aox- 
iliaries,  success  could  be  gained  only  by  the  unioa 
and  effort  of  the  Spaniards  themselves ;"  and  for  tht 
purpose  of  retreat,  if  necessary,  he  tbld  them  he 
must  have  the  use  "of  all  the  carts  and  mules  in  the 
country  to  transport  his  magazines,'*  *and  that 
the  troops  should  draw  three  days'  provisions. 
These  were  statements  surely  undervaluing  tbi 
British  auxiliary  army,  and,  at  the  same  timc^ 
making  for  it  a  demand  apparently  inordinate^ 

Not,  indeed,  that  a  British  general  should  not 
under  all  circumstances  command  every  faciUt|f 
which  the  country  can  afford ;  but  there  is  a  man- 
ner adapted  to  circumstances  which  removes  liilf 
their  evil ;  and  this  certainly  was  not  tbe  meet 
conciliatory  that  could  have  been  devised. 

The  manner  in  which  it  was  received  was  stiH 

•  Narrative  p.  46. 
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more  extraordinary  on  the  opposite  side.     All  was   book  lu. 
listened  to  with  (says  the  Narrative)  calm  acqui'    s^'^/''^^. 
e^cpnce;  and,  as  if  gratified  with  it,  the  writer  con-     NoTember. 
tinues,   the  supineness   of  the   Spaniards   in  not  ofsirjSm*^ 
presenting  a  more  powerful  aid,  was  not  owing  to     ^^ 
disaffection  among  the  people. 

Mr.  Moore,  who  must  be  conceived  to  speak  the 
sentiments  ot  the  British  commander,  takes  occasion, 
on  this  subject,  to  observe,  that  the  apathy  of  the 
people  proved  the  inactivity  of  their  rulers  ;  "for, 
on  .such  an  occasion,  there  should  not  only  have 
been  numerous  armies  on  foot,  but  eoery  man  in 
Spain  should  have  been  armed  and  ready  to  act 
when  requ  red ;  nor  did  t;his  appear  impracticable." 

The  \  iew,  therefore,  which  the  British  general 
had  already  taken  of  the  campaign,  must  have 
been,  in  some  degree,  incorrect;  when,  so  far  from 
its  being  in  the  power  of  the  Spaniards  toarm  thei  r 
whole  population,  and  their  not  doing  so  being  a 
proof  of  their  supineness, ,  they  had  all  along  been 
soliciting,  from  Great  Britain,  arms ;  even  before 
they  deemed  it  expedient  to  admit  troops:  and 
that  at  the  very  pt  riod  the  utmost  exertions  of 
Great  Britain  in  favour  of  her  allies  could  not 

effect  it.  ' 

In  a  despatch  of  the  I6th  November,*  expressly 

•  Papers  relative  to  Spain,  presented  to  pariiament,  in  May 
ISIO.  No.  IS. 
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procMding. 


relating  to  this  subject,  Mr.  Canning  states  to  Hn 
Frere,  that  "  As  the  power  of  this  country  to  sop- 
ply  its  own  immensely-augmented  consumptmi  of 
arms  is  necessarily  limited ;  and .  instead  of  bd^ 
able,  as  formerly,  to  supply  a  great  part  of  bur  on 
wants  from  the  continent,  the  aids  which  we  bive 
been  obliged  in  the  course  of  the  last  two  yean  to 
supply  to  almost  all  the  allies  with  whom  we  haie 
been  engaged,  to  Russia,  Prussia,  Sweden^  Sidlj, 
and  Portugal,  have  drained  th^Harsenals  of  tfaii 
country;  the  central  government  must  be  made  to 
understand  that  it  really  is  not  within  the  means  of 
Great  Britain  to  furnish  an  unlimited  supply  of 


arms. 


» 


The  number  of  200,000  muskets  were,  howevery 
speedily  completed,  which  naturally  were  soon  di- 
minished by  the  precipitation  with  which  the  new 
levies  were  thrown  into  disorder  on  any  reverse. 

The  same  despatch  continues  more  agreeably  :— 
"  With  respect  to  the  other  articles  of  arms  and 
military  stores,  there  will  be  comparatively  littk 
difficulty,  and  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  central  junta,  excepting  oiAj 
the  articles  of  pistols,  which  our  arsenals  have  not 
at  present  the  means  of  supplying." 


After  having  made  the  arrangements  for  his  re- 
treat, sir  John  Moore  detached  some  intelligaoik 
officers^  with  strong  patroles,  to  gain  information  dP 
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the  enemy,  when  he  found  that  the  French  infan-  ^^t^f^u^ 
try  had  not  advanced  beyond  Burgos^  and  that  a 


1808. 


thousand  of  their  cavalry,  which  had  entered  Val-     Noircmber. 

.  /       .  Oi^cnldei  of 

ladolid  on  the  ISth,  had  retired  to  Palencia  next  proceeding, 
morning. 

This  report,  so  different  from  that  on  which  he 
had  acted,  induced  the  commander-in-chief  to  direct 
generals  Baird  and  Hope  to  concentrate  their  divi- 
sions^ and  to  advance  guardedly,  but  with  aJI  pos- 
sible speed,  to  join  him  at  Salamanca. 


N 
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Pint  ministers 
to  the  Spanish 
goremment. 


OF  the  persons  who  had  been  deputed  with  a 
diplomatic  character  from  the  British  government 
to  Spain,  as  already  stated,  lord  William  Bentinck 
and  Mr,  Stuart  were  the  principals,  with  colond 
Graham,  who  remained  at  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Spanish  army  in  chief. 

The  concentration,  however,  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment, and  the  new  modification  of  the  Spanish 
embassy  to  London,  required  a  regular  appointment 
on  the  part  of  the  British  cabinet  to  Spain.     Mr. 
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John    Hookham    Frere,    was    therefore    sent   as   ®^^.^  ^^ 

'  CHAP.  IV. 

minister  plenipotentiary,  a  man  by  genius  and 
education  every  way  qualified  for  such  an  ap- 
pointment. And  by  disposition  and  sentiments 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  present. 

This  new  arrangement,  however  necessary,  did 
not,  it  appears,  satisfy  sir  John  Moore;  with  evi- 
dent marks  of  dissatisfaction,  he  therefore  addressed 
to  him  his  first  letter  from  Almeida. 


"  Almeida,  \Oth  N<yo.  1808- 


4C 


Sir, 


"  As  Mr.  Stuart  mentioned  in  a  late  fo  M^l^rr^^'* 
letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  him, 
thai  he  was  in  hourly  expectation  of  your  arrival 
at   Madrid,  I   conclude   that  ere   this  you  have 
reached  that  capital, 

I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  any  detail  of  my 
movements,  as  you  will  obtain  every  necessary 
information  respecting  them  from  Mr.  Stuart 'and 
lord  William  Bentinck,  with  both  of  whom  I  have 
been  in  correspondence  ever  since  I  was  appointed 
to  this  command. 

The  supreme  junta  have  fixed  up©n  general 
Castanos,  as  the  person  with  whom  I  am  to  cor- 
respond,  and  to  combine  whatever  operations  are 
to  be  undertaken  by  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand.     This  cannot  but  be  considered  as  a  step 
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^cIa^iv?"   towards  appointing  him  the  chief  comniandcrof 

^^-^^^^^  the  Spanish  army ;   and,  having  gone  so  fari  it  ii  t 

Norembcr.     pjty  thcv  did  not  ffo  a  little  farther,  and  kt  ooot 

Sir  John  Moore  rm  •  •  • 

toMr.Frere.  give  him  the  appointment.  .This  decision  of  iIk 
junta  was  only  communicated  to  me  a  few  di|i 
^gp3  hy  lord  William,  in  a  letter  which  I  recctvol 
on  my  road  to  this  place.  I  have  written  to  gai^ 
ral  Castanos,  to  give  him  every  information  wiA 
respect  to  the  British  force,  the  probable  period  of 
its  junction;  and  I  have  requested  to  know,  fnn 
him,  his  plans,  and  his  instructions,  with  resjiect 
to  the  co-operation  he  expects  from  us*  It  ii 
needless  to  say  what  different  measures  I  might 
have  pursued,  had  I  been  sooner  informed  of  the 
strength  and  condition  of  the  different  Sptniih 
armies.  As  it  is,  the  principal  part  pf  tlie  inftntiy 
from  Portugal  is  now  passing  the  frontier ;  and,  hj 
the  middle  of  this  month,  will  be  collected  at  Sah* 
manca  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  General  Hope,  with 
the  artillery,  the  cavalry,  and  3000  infantry,  wil 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madrid  on  the^Sfld; 
and  the  head  of  sir  David  Baird's  corps  will  read 
Astorga  on  the  14th.  If  nothing  adverse  happeu^ 
we  shall  be  united  early  in  December,  more  or  Icfi 
advanced,  according  to  the  situation  and  mom- 
ments  of  the  armies  now  upon  the  Ebro.  In  t^ 
mean  time  I  shall  wait  at  Salamanca,  with  the 
troops  assembling  there,  until  Baird  and  Hope  are 
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more  forward.     Much  is  still  to  be  done  in  the   ®?.^f  JJ*- 

CB4kF.  IT. 

article  of  equipment  and  of  commissariat  arrange-   ^"^^C^ 
ment    As  I  see  more  myself  of  the  resources  of    No^*«n*»«- 

Sir  John  Moort 

the  country,  I  shall  be  able  to  decide  the  mode  to  to  Mr.  fw. 
be  followed  for  securing  tons  our  supplies  :  for  the 
present  we  must  depend  upon  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, and  their  chief  director,  don  Vincenti. 

I  understand,  from  sir  David  Baird,  that  you 
were  kind  enough  to  spare  him  ^40,000  from  the 
moneys  you  brought  with  you  from  England.  I 
have  to  thank  you  for  thi^  supply :  for,  when  he 
applied  to  me,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  1  was 
able  to  spare  him  ^8000.  We  .are  now  in  -the 
greatest  distress  for  money  ;  and^  if  a  quantity  does 
not  speedily  arrive  from  England,  we  must  depend 
upon  the  generosity  of  the  Spaniards  for  our  sup- 
plies. I  doubt,  at  present,  if  there  is  wherewithal, 
after  the  24th  of  this  month,  to  pay  the  troops 
their  subsistence.  I  fear  that  in  England,  until 
very  lately,  they  were  not  aware  of  the  impossibility 
of  procuring  money  either  in  Portugal  or  Spain.  ^ 
I  leave  this  to-morrow,  and  shall  proceed  by  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  to  Salamanca,  where  I  shall  hope  to  have 
the  honour  to  hear  from  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moore.'' 

^'  I  trust  yoa  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse 
whatever  is  informal  in  this  letter;  you;tnay  be* 

VOL.  III.  U 


98  campa'ions  in  spain  avd  ^o&tuoai.. 

^^?^itV'  lieve  it  proceeds  from  no  disres^>ect  to  you,  but  I 

^^^jj^^^  have  not  been  informed,  and  am  quite  ignorant  of 

November,     your  appointment,  whether  ambassador^  or  miaiater 

sir  John  Moore  ,  ,  i     i  i      •     « 

to  Mr.  Fiere.     plenipotentiary ;  and  thought  it 'better  4xi  yteijfoa 

no  titles,  rather  than  the  wrong  one.'^^  *  i*  -  ■  ..u: 

This  letter  produced  the  following  spirited  Viet 
of  the  political  state  of  the  capital  of  Spain  and  iti 
affairs  at  the  moment. 

"  Ararjfuez,  Nov.  IS,  iMk. 

"Sir, 

Mr.  Frcre  to 

>ir  John  Moore.  1  havc  this  evening  received  the  letter 

which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  direct  to  nie  from 
Almeida,  and  which  was  delivered  to  me  by  loid 
William  Benlinck.  His  messenger,  who  sets  -off 
with  the  account,  which  I  received  only  this  morn- 
ing, of  the  unlucky  affair  of  the  lOth,  near  Buig(i% 
enables  me  to  thank  you  for  the  view  which*ybii 
have  given  me  of  your  intended  movementSy-ud 
to  mitigate  the  bad  news,  by  the  assurance  whidi 
I  think  I  can  venture  to  give,  that  it  has.  notc^^ 
ated  any  visible  degree  of  uneasiness  or  discounqg^ 
ment  in  the  minds  of  the  leading  persqns'hete 
The  people,  though  much  irritated,  as  it  is  saJdj  Itrt 
still  farther  from  being  dejected  than  their  leaders. 
5000  men  marched  forward  to-day  from  Madrid, 
and  two  regiments  from  Toledo.  The  fixecl  spirit 
of  resistance  which,  without  calculation  of  diuigtt 
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of  of  means,  seems  to  hay€jjQoted<  itself  in  the  ^f^^}^ 
minds  of  the  people^  appears .  superior  to  any  re-  ^"^'T^^^ 

verses. -,!  ■.-■  ■,  .  Nw«»nb?r. 

You  will  bave heard  of  owrtiiresof  gdgotitUtigfi;  it  sir  fs^j^tm^ 
seems  doubtful  wtiether, Buouaparte  meant!  to  in? 
elude  Spain  in  the  number  of  our  allies  with  wht)in  Ke 
proposes  to  treat ;  and  stillmorp,  .whether  be  wt>uI4 
offer  terms  which  it  would  ,be  poasiWe  to  ^ccppt* 

I  sh6uld  inqline  to  think,,  theref^rj^,  Hthat  bq^had 
no  other  object  than  that  of  .cajoling)  the?  dmj><9rjor    ' 
pf  Russia,   and  facilitating  the  conscription.     He 
will  not  disunite  Spain  ^nd  England ;  and  {  |feel 
confide t  that  he  will  not  succeed  in  lowering  die 
tonCj  or  relaxing  the  spirit,  qf  diis  country^ 
-  You,  probably,  are  already  acquainted  wirft  the 
appointment  of  the  marquis  Bomana  to  ^h(;i  <oni-     • 
inand  of  Castanos'  and  Blake's  armyl     Hisjnomi- 
nation  is,  I  Understand,  a  popular  one  at  Madrid ; 
and  his  long  absence  has  giiven  him  an  advantage 
which  is  peculiar  to  him,  that  of  being  wholly  un- 
mixed in  the  political  intrigues  of  the  day, 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Stuart  for  his  assistance 
in  the  military  as  well  as  other  parts  of  my  corres- 
pondence; a  circumstance  \^lnch  I  trust  will  not 

be  unsatisfacftory  to  you,  as  it  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  conducive  to  the  furthering  of  the  public  service.  , 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c«  , 

J.  H.  ffkWMJ^ 
H  2 


<\ 
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according  to  the  Narrative,  sir  John  Moore  seems  to 
NoTcmber.     ^avc  bccn  inspired  at  the  agreeable  view  which  Ifr. 
CD  Mr.  Freie.     Fferc  had  taken  of  Spanish  affairs,  and  which,  for  pa^ 

poses  that  would  have  argued  almost  a  treaaonable 
intention,  he  is  plainly  stated  to  have  misrepresentei 
From  Mr.  Frere,  the  general's  disgust  extended 
itself  to  all  the  arrangements  of  his  government  ii 
respect  to  Spain,  the  most  prominent  of  which  he 
immediately  determined  to  supersede. 

In  proportion  also  as  Mr.  Frere  sees  occasion  to 
inspirit  the  British  army,  its  general  assumes  nioic 
and  more  the  hopeless  ideas  which  he  had  before  ex* 
pressed.  Yet  he  is  ready,  as  appears  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  to  censure  a  Spanish  general  who  too 
readily  gave  way  to  alarm. 

The  epistle  is  very  extraordinary  :  there  are,  is 
printing  it,  omissions  which  were  deemed  expe- 
dient in  regard  to  persons,  who  are  the  objects  of 
hasty  censure. 

Salamanca,  Nhv.  16,  ISOS. 

"Sir,  ' 
^wL!*F«^T      I  had  last  night  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter 

of  the  13th,  together  with  letters  of  the  14th,  from 
Mr.  Stuart  and  lord  William  Bentinck. 

It  does  not  appear  certain  whether  the  French 
have  advanced  in  any  force  to  Valiadolid ;  and  there 
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is  no  reason  to  think,  from  the  information  which 
reached  me  last  night,  that  they  have  passed  it. 

In  the  course  of  this  day  all  this  will  be  ascer- 
tained, from  the  reports  of  the  officers  and  other  toMr.jPKrf}.  , 
persons  I  have  sent  out  ' 

General  Pignatelli's  conduct  was  certainly  not 
such  as  became  a  person  holding  a  situation  of  such 
trust  He  seems  to  have  run  off  upon  the  first 
alarm.  It  was  right  for  him  tp  retire,  and  put  his 
person  in  safety,  but  no  farther ;  there  he  should  ^ 
have  stopped,  and  not  have  left  the  people  without 
a  head.  It  was  his  duty,  I  conceive^  to  have  cbl« 
lected  information,  in^  order  to  commuqicate  it  to 
me,  and  to  those  who,  like  me,  were  materially  ]n«- 
tetested.  I  did  not  know,  until  I  received  Mr^ 
Stuart's  letter,  that  the  defeat  of  the  Estremadura 
army  had  been  so  complete. 

It  was.  however  nothing  more  than  was  to  be 
expected,  when  so  small  a  corps  was  committed  so 
near  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  been  unable  hitherto  to  understand  the 
movements  and  positions  bf  the  Spanish  armies ; 
but  I  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  they  were 
formed  from  local  circumstances,  and  a  knowledge 
of  the  country,  of  which  I  was  ignorant  I  should 
otherwise  have  said  they  were  upon  a  scale  much 
too  great  for  the  strength  of  their  armies.  I  begin 
to  fear  tibat  this  is  the  case,  and  that,  if  their  sys- 
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be  beaten  in  detail.     To  cover  and   pfotect  the 
November.     British  army,  whilst  upon  its  march  from  such  & 

Sir  John  Moure    ^      ^         .    ^      .  j       ^  .^  ^  *t— 

to  Mr.  Freie.     tant  poiQts,  in  Order  to  unite,  never  seems  to  nvs 

been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Spanish  genenh; 
and  now,  from  the  position  the  French  have  tako^ 
the  accomplishment  of  it  is  become  exceeding^ 
precarious.     My  position  here  is  a  bad  one^  in  ai 
much  as  my  movements  in  it  are  €X>nfihed,  ud 
leave  nothing  but  a  barren  country  to  retire  upon. 
I  should  undoubtedly  be  better  at  Valladolid ;  hot 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  go  there,   whilst  the 
French  in  force  are  so  near  it,    and  the  Spanid) 
armies  are  at  such  a  distance.     Until  my  force  ii 
united,  I  must  be  covered  and  protected.     Ab  the 
corps  come  to  me  from  such  opposite  directional 
Corunna  and  Madrid,  I  cannot  move  towards  onc^ 
without  increasing  my  distance  and  forsaking  the 
other ;  and,  whilst  they  are  each  marching  towards 
me,  if  I  am   forced  to  fall  back,   they  will  both 
risk  to  l)e  destroyed.      The  difference  hitherto  be- 
tween  the  position   of  the   Spanish   and   French 
armies,  as  they  have  struck  me,  is  this — the  Frend^ 
in  order  to  concentrate,   or  to  strengthen,  either 
flank,  niove  upon  the  chord,  the  Spaniards  upon 
the  circumference  ;  the  movements  of  the  one  are 
short,  and  can  be  •easily  concealed,  those  of  the 
other  extended,  and  exposed  to  be  interrupted*     I 


I 
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shall  write  to  general  Hope,  to  consider  it  as  hi?    *^^?,f  ™- 
object  to  join  me  at  this  place  with  all  expedition  j 


tsee. 


but  to  be  guided  by  the  information  he  receives  of  ^*^*!^- 

*^  •'  '  1  •      J*       vmjSOm  Moore 

the  nu^vemeBts  of  the  enemy,  and  to  use  his  dis*  to  Mr.  itat. 
cretion.  I  slall  direct  general  fiaird  to  collect  the 
whole  of  his  corps  at  and  about  Astorga,  whenc? 
his  retreat  to  Corunna  is  safe;  but  not  to  come 
towards  me,  until  I  give  him  notice ;  and  in  this 
I  shall  be  guided  by  what  I  perceive  of  the  enemy 
on  this  side  of  the  £bro,  and  from  the  informatiou 
I  expect  to  receive  from  the  marquis  de  la  Rotnana, 
of  his  designs,  and  the  direction  he  means  to  giv0 
to  the  Spanish  armies.  I  know  not  where  to  address 
to  the  marquis ;  I  have  therefore  written  this  mili- 
tary letter  to  you,  and  request  you  will  communicate 
its  contents  to  him. 

The  contents  of  the  two  letters  I  addressed 
lately  to  general  Castanos,  and  which  were  sent 
under  cover  to  lord  William  Bentinck,  will  of 
course  bjs  given  tb  him ; — the  tone  of  conciliation 
which  I  have  adopted  in  my  letters  to  general 
Castanos,  and  which  I  shall  continue  to  the  niar- 
quis  Romana,  I  trust  you  will  approve.  I  wish  to 
impress  upcm  whoever  commands  the  Spanish 
armies,  that  I  consider  myself  as  having  but  one 
interest  with  him,  and  that  he  will  find  me  as  ready 
as  any  of  his  own^  generals  to  follow  and  support 
his  plans.    The  power  and  controul  over  the  di- 
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rection  of  my  own  army,  which,  ^  as  <x>iiiinaiidiflg 
^8(^7^    an  auxiliary  force,  I  have,  I  shall  keep  out  ofuf^ 
and  hope  never  to  be  obliged   to    exert    Yoi 
to  Mr.  Frew,     already  know  how  much  we   are    distressed  h 

money.  Mr.  Stuart  and  tord  William  bpth  ojf 
that  it  is  to  be  got  by  loan,  or  for  bills,  at  Madiii 
This  differs  from  the  information  given  to  me  If 
Mr.  Kennedy ;  but  I  shall  be  happy  to  find  dat 
they  are  right,  and  that  Mr.  Kennedy  has  beet 
misinformed.  If  Mr.  Erskine  were  here,  I  shoold 
send  him  to  Madrid  for  that  purpose ,  tbr»  if  monej 
is  to  be  found,  such  are  our  necessities  that  «€ 
must  get  it  upon  any  tenns ;  but,  as  Mr.  Erskine 
has  not  joined  me,  and  as,  in  his  absence,  I  canoet 
spare  Mr.  Kennedy,  I  shall  take  it  as  a  very  pa^ 
ticular  favour  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  give 
me  your  assistance  in  this  matter : — I  have  desired 

* 

Mr.  Kennedy  to  write  to  you  upon  it. 

With  respect  to  our  supplies,  I  do  not  apprehend- 
want.  If  they  exist  in  the  country,  an^l  we  have 
money,  our  commissariat  will  procure  them.  What 
we  want  is,  some  persons  conversant  in  the  modc^ 
and  furnished  with  authority  to  call  forth  the  aid 
of  the  country,  and  of  the  magistrates  and  civil 
authorities ;  if  don  Yincenti  be  the  person  entrusted 
by  the  Spanish  government  for  the  supply  of  their 
army,  some  person  from  him,  to  whom  he  has  dda- 
gated  his  information  ^nd  his  correspoudenoe  with 
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^s  agents  in  the  provinces,  is  the  person  whom  the 
tS^anish  government  should  appoint  to  attend  the  ^^^^ 
British  army,  and  aid  with  his  knowledge  and  with  ^"T^^ 
tiis  authority  our  commissariat; — I  should  rather  ijMr.ri«w-  - 
this  person  were  a  man  of  character,  not  looking 
solely  to  msdung  -  a  property  of  us,  but  that  could 
be  trusted,  and  likely  to  be  satisfied  with  having 
discharged  an  important  duty,  and  with  such  pe- 
^niary,  reward  as  would  necessarily  attend  it 

I  have  but  one  more  subject  to  touch  upon  :— 
were  the  officers  employed  with  the  different 
armies  to  correspond,  they  might  have  been  useful 
before  either  you  or  I  were  sent  to  Spain,  and  when 
it  was  necessary  for  government  at  home  to  know 
what  was  passing;  but  I  own  that  I  disapprove  of 
any  person  being  authorised  to  correspond  officially 
with  government  but  you  and  me. 

If  I  want  an  English  officer  at  any  time  to  assist 
my  communication  with  any  of  the  Spanish  gene- 
rals with  whom  I  am  acting,  I  can  send  one ;  bul^ 
in  general,  I  shall  prefer  a  direct  correspondence 
with  the  general  himself,  who  will,  of  course,  com- 
municate many  particulars  to  me,  which  it  is  un-^ 
necessary  and  highly  improper  for  him  to  commu^- 
nicate  to  such  officers  as  are  in  general  sent  to 
them.  My  wish  is,  to  overset  the  whole  system ; 
to  send  them  with  their  Spanish  rank  to  Ebj^and ; 

* 

and  to  siendy  as  they  may  occasionally  be  wanted. 
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^'^''v^'^-^  will. look  to  no  rank  or  emolument  Imt  frofli  Aff 

NoTembec     |[)||rn  country«  an  whose  dikty  atone  they  ahcMild  c» 

toMr.Fm^     siclcf  them aelves- employ ed,  and  who^  ^Hm  n 

longer  wanted,  return  to  their  fbrmer  occupation 
I  have  the  honour  to  remain^  &c; 

Jo&K  Mootti' 


When  the  intelligence  and  constant  utilitjr  d 
this  service,  as  well  as  the  personal  character  of  tk 
officers  alluded  to,  are  recognized^  the  pfecediDg 
paragraph  will  be  deemed  not  the  least  singular  d 
the  animadversions  of  sir  John  Moore. 

Notwithstanding  the  despairing  manner  in  whidi 
it  is  related,  it  is  evident,  fram  the  following  extract 
that  the  junta  was  not  idle  in  using  its  eildeavoar 
to  remedy  the  state  of  things. 

Madrid,  Nov.  17»  1S06. 

Mrs^jartto        The  defeat  experienced  by  Blake  on  the  lltl 

of  this  month,  the  occupation  of  Valladofid 
by  the  French,  and  the  distance  between  the  diflh<- 
ent  divisions  of  your  army,  give  room  for  the  most 
melancholy  reflections.  The  orders  which  bate 
been  transmitted  by  the  junta,  in  consequence  of 
this  state  of  things,  will,  I  fear,  be  very  inadeqoatfe 
to  meet  the  evil. 

The  advance  of  a  few  regiments  in  AndaIuflSl^ 
the  concentration  of  the 'runaways  fix)m  Bui^jdii^ 


fir  J.  Moore. 


/ 


■w 
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&c.  at  Segovia,  and  the  attempt  to  render  the  passes  ^^tif.^}^ 
of  the  Somasiera  and  the  Guardarama  defensible,  ^*^^^J^^^ 
will  not  88(ve 'Madtid  or  Spain.    And  unless  Blake    ^^^^^^ 

Bu«  Stuurt  to  ^' ' 

effects^ his  unioii  with  you,  And  Ca^tanos  brings  to*  "J. Mo««- 
gether  the  whole  of  Arragon,  Catalonia,'  Reding's 
division,  8cc.  so  as  t6  fortii  a  fottc  superior  to  oppo- 
iient!3,/^ho  are  increi^ing  daily,  I  cannot  flatter 
myself  with  any  serious  hope  of  a  good  result** 

Letters  were  also  received  by  the  commander-in- 
chief  from  colonel  Graham,  whp  was  stationed  with 
the  central  army,  and  who,  it  seems;  gave  a  sad  de- 
tail of  cabals  and  divisions  between  the  generals, 
with  the  injudicious  interferences  of  the  junta^  in- 
cidents entirely  to  be  expected  iron^  a  new  gbvefti- 
ment  under  its  awkward  circumstances. > 

But  neither  reason,  nor  tlie  experience  of  all 
ages,  nor  their  own  misfortunes,  says  the  author  of 
the  Narrative,  gravely,  could  prevail  upcm  the  junta 
to  appoint  a  commander-in-chief.  This  is  very  sin- 
gular, after  the  fact  which  must  have  been  known 
to  him  as  stated  in  the  preceding  pages.*      - 

The  correspondence  thus  continues :  and  advan- 
tageously to  the  afiairs  of  Spain,  notwithstanding 

« 

the  querulous  strain  of  the  following  letter. 

•  See  page  52,  &G. 
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SHtatmrncm,  Nao.  19,  IWL 

1808.  Sir, 

NoTember.  ^  couHer  froui  Madnd  brought  me^^Aii 

iir.  Acfc        morning,  letters  from  Mr.  Stuart  and  lord  WiDni 

Bentinck  of  the  17th :  the  former  inclosed  an  older 
from  the  supreme  junta  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo^  topboe 
20,000  dollars  at  my  disposition,  to  be  repaid  ben> 
after.    The  junta  of  this  town  are  endeavounf 
to  get  money  for  us.     Nothing  can  exceed  the  it 
tention  of  the  marquis  Cinalbo,  the  president;  At 
clergy,  with  Dr.  Curtis  at  their  head,  exert  tbe» 
selves ;  and  even  a  convent  of  nuns  have  promini 
five  thousand  pounds ; — all  this  shews  great  good 
\vill.    The  funds,  however,  which  it  can  raises  m 
small,  and  very  inadequate  to  our  wants.     I  trait 
that  you  will  be  able  to  supply  us  more  amply  froa 
Madrid,  until  those  from  England  arrive.     A  kio^ 
messenger  brought  me,  on  the  night  of  the  17th|i 
letter  from  lord  Castlereagh  of  the  Sd^  in  which  he 
informs  me,  that  two  millions  of  dollars  are  upoi 
their  passage  to  Corunna ;   but  his  lordship  add^ 
that  the  difficulty  of  procuring  silver  is  such,  ii 
England,  that  I  must  not  look  for  a  further  supplf 
for  some  months ;   and  he  iinpresses  the  necessi^ 
of  taking  every  means  of  obtaining  money  upon 
the  spot.    The  expected  arrival  of  the  above  sum 
from  England  must  not,  therefore,  lessen  your  en- 
deavours to  get  what  you  can  for  us  at  Madrid. 
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The  French,  who  entered  Valladolid  upon  the   book  iii. 
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afternoon  of  the  15th,  left  it  the  following  morning;  "^^i^N^^i^ 
they  were  a  thousand  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of     Natembeh 
dlnnon ;  they  returned  to  Placentia,  and  have  not  Mr.  Fkr. 
since  advanced  from  it.    I  have  written  to  sir,  Da- 
vid Baird  to  advance  a  part  of  his  corps  to  Bena- 
vente,  and  to  close  up  the  rest  to  Astorga;  when 
this  is  done,  he  will  forward  that  from  Zamora,  atid 
ibilow  with  the  rest ;  but,  as  the  propriety  of  these 
movements  depends  upon  those  of  the  enemy,  the 
execution  of  them  is  left  entirely  to  sir  David's 
discretion,  who  must  be  guided  by  the  information 
he  receives ; — -his  rear  will  not  reach  Astorga  before 
the  4th  of  December. 

I  heard  of  general  Blake's  defeat  and«  retreat  to 
Reynosa ;  but  I  knew  no  particulars,  until  I  re-^ 
ceived  this  morning  Mr.  Stuart's  letter.  General 
Leith,  who  is  employed  with  that  army  to  corres- 
pond, has  never  written  a  line  to'  me  since  I  was  in 
command.*  I  want  general  officers;  I  have  there- 
fore written  to  him  to  leave  any  of  the  officers  with 
him,  to  carry  on  the  correspondence,  and  to  join  sir 
David  Baird  at  Astorga. 

The  scenes  which  colonel  Graham  describes  in 
his  letters,  as  passing  at  the  head  quarters  of  the 

*  This  charge  like  some  others  was  prematurely  made,  as  will 
appear  from  that  arti\e  and  well-' n  formed  gensral  officer*s  det* 
{MUch,  which  was  delayed  on  the  ruad« 
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B.QOK  iiL  central  armVL  are  deplorable.  The  imbecili6r  of  At 

^-^''v-^'^  Spanish  government  exceeds  belief.     Tbc  gooMI 

November,     of  the  inhabitants^  whatever  it  may  ilXj-  is i of  Bllfc 

Mr.  Fcura.       use  whilst  there  exists  no  ability;  to  Inring:  ifcato 

action.  i     .  '..:>..  ;..  ;   %... 

I  am  in  communication  with  no  one  Spnnk 
army ;  nor  am  I  acquainted  with  the  intKniti90i.rf 
the  Spanish  government,  or  of  any  of.  ito.  geocak 
Castanos,  with  whom  I  was  put  in  oohrespondew^ 
is  deprived  of  his  command  at  diemonenl:  laai^ 
have  expected  to  hear  from  him ;.  and  Lai Bobh^ 
with  whom  I  suppose  I  am  now  to  correspobdi^ 
it  has  not  been  officially  commuBicated  'tD^  nie)ii 
absent, — God  knows  where.  In  l!he  mean  titte,  th 
French  are  within  four  marches<  of  ^nev  whilst  inj 
army  is  only  assembling:   in  what  numbentfaqf 
are,  I  cannot  learn.    No  channels  of  intellig^noe 
have  been  opened  to  me,  and  I  have  not  been  laig 
enough  in  the  country  to  procure  them-  myaelE'i-l 
state  these  particulars  to  you.      I  wish  it-  ynn  k 
my  power  to  go  myself  to  Aranjuez  or  Maidrid  -to 
represent  them ;  for,  really,  if  things  ari  to  «iAlirtii 
in  this  state,  the  ruin  of  the  Spanish  cause  and'lkt 
defeat  of  their  armies  is  inevitable ;   and  it  willib^ 
come  my  duty  to  consider  alone  the  Mfety  of  tlMT 
British  army,  and  to  take  steps  to  withdraw  it  firom 
a  situation,  vi^here,  without  the  possibility  of  ^*>j«|£ 
good,  it  is  exposed  to  certain  defeat  .^ 


UNDEB  SlR-JOnV  JMOOBXi 


in 


TJnMiahfT 


I  shall  detain  the  fcitig's^jineMengerMMitii  l  [hear   %^^p^/"* 
from  you/ lest  you  shoaUt\v»idk  to  send  by  him  any  ^  ^^^ 
despatches  to  England;  I  sha^  beg  of  jbrd  )\24ilian}| 
Behiindc  to  join  the  army^  where  I  > think  bis.  ser- 
vices will  now  be  most  useful. 

'      '    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Scq.  / 

JoHfN  Moo^'E. 


■«"■  f' 


l» 


T  r 


The  commander-in-chipf  s^ems,  like  i  PignatelU 
whom  he  censured,  to  thiA,k  early  of  yielding  tlie 
cause  for  the Jnsprance  of  ^fety.  ,       ,    ;  , ,; 

The  despatch  of  genc^?!;  JLqitb,  alluded  to  vc^-^ 
preceding  letter,  mi^s  i^sfoUpws : 


..! 


Bmedo  Valley  of  Caqueringii^,  province  qfLfu.  Montanos  dc 
Sankmdtr,  \5th  Noo.  ISOS. 


Sir, 


I  regret  to  inform  you  tha;£  the  ariny  6f  oeneni  i^  - 

•  .  „  ,  .     ,      to  sir  J.  Moonw 

general  Blake,  in  which  was  lately  incorporated  the 
infantry  of  the  marquis  de  la  Romana's  division,  , 
has  been  defeated  in  several  attacks  since  the  ^ih 
instant,  and  is  entirely  dispersed :  I  have  not  f iiile 
to  enter  into  detail  of  this  unfortunate  reverse,  oir- 
tying  with  it  siich  serious  consequences,  for  fear  of 
delaying  the  intimation  of^  that  whicih  is  so  esscfiitiiali 
to  niake  known  in  general  terms  to  the  commander 
of  the  British  anny  advancing  from.  Pprtugal to 
Galicia.  The  Estremaduran  army  has  dso  expe^ 
rienced  a  reverse  at  Burgos.    In  sihdrty  Utit  "^fk^Sii 
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Korember.     talions  totally  undisciplined ;   and,  by  the  last  »- 
toarj.Mooie.  couDts,  the  French  occupy  from  Reynosa  to  hs- 

gos.  Except  what  remains  of  the  Estremidm 
army,  (of  the  position  of  which  I  am  ignorant) ni 
the  British  army,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  ik 
enemy  from  advancing  towards  Leon  and  Valhib- 
lid  that  I  know  of.  I  very  much  suspect  that  he 
will  avail  himself  of  this  movement,  to  attadc  ii 
detail  the  army  of  Palafox  and  Castanos^  unitri 
nominally ;  and  all  of  which  are  placed  under  tk 
command  of  the  marquis  de  la  Romaua.  The  nmf 
has  suffered  principally  from  famine ;  |ind  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  possible  to  re-unite  those  who  m 
flying  in  all  directions  nearer  than  Astorgt  and 
Oviedo*  It  does  not  appear  that  there  has  beat 
any  want  of  spirit  in  the  men ;  and,  in  many  is- 
stances,  especially  of  the  divisions  of  the  noid^ 
distinguished  conduct.  Some  of  the  new  officen 
have  not  behaved  so  well.  Captain  Pasley,*  royil 
engineers,  who  was  sent  to  head  quarters  to  obtsis 
information,  and  to  communicate  with  the  BritUi 
army,  I  hope  may  have  given  early  intelligence  ol 
the  state  of  things.    Captain  Lefebren,  R.£  is  tke 

• 

*  Now  major  Pasley,  author  of  the  admirable  Essay  on  fii 
Maiita/y  Policy  and  Institutions  of  the  British  Empire,  which 
not  be  too  often  or  too  extensively 
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bearer  of  this  letter,  and  will  be  able  to  giye  such 
information  as  may  be  required.     I  regret  to  state   ^[gj^. 
that  captain  Birch,  R.E.  was  wounded,  but  I  hope  ^^^^;^ 
he  is  doing  well :   I  caused  him  to  be  embarked  on  toiir  lmow^ 
board   the   Cossack  frigate,   at    Santander,    from 
whence  I  saw  seventeen  sail  of  transports,  with 
warlike' stores  and  provisions,  v^lien  there  appeared 
no  chance  of  this  province  remaining  covered  from 
the  enemy,  who,  no  doubt,  will  occupy  a  point  so 
useful  tp  the  Spaniards,  and  eventually  to  the  Bri- 
tish.     Santander  was  ia  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
after  possessing  the  roads  of  Escudo  and  Reynosa. 
The  accounts  of  their  having  entered  that  town  are 
not  yet  received  however.    The  different  attacks 
have  been  at  Zorosa  (between  Durango  and  Bilboa), 
Valmaseda,  Arantia;  and  the  total  deroute,  after  a 
defeat  at  Espinosa  de  las  Montanax.     About  7000 
re-assembled  at  Reynosa  on  the  13th  instant,  but 
without  any  order ;    from  thence  they  retreated 
after  dark,  and  have  arrived  in  this  valley  as  a  half- 
starved  and  straggling  mob,  without  officers,  and 
all  mixed  in  utter  confusion.   Never  has  there  been 
so  injudicious  and  ruinous  a  system  begun  and  per- 
sisted  in,  as  that  which  has  led  to  the  serious  dis- 
asters of  the  present  moment.     The  marquis  de  la 
Romana,  who  is  here,  is  quite  of  that  opipion ;  and, 
if  the  army  on  the  other  side,  and  near  the  Ebro, 
has  not  or  shall  not  have  suffered  before  he  can  take 
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^^^^™-  this  direction,  1  h6pe  diBairs  may  resume  amttt 

^^^'^^^^^  favourable  aspefct.  1  had  fi^i^rfed  copi6ft  df  it^ 

Norembcr.     qii  the  diflfetent  affairs,  addreSiied  by  difiWMft  olBfiBi 

toiirj.Meore.  to  lord  Castlereagh :  but  iiHrortunateiyBll  ray  ft 

pers  are  on  board  the  Coftai^k  man  6f  \lnfT.  ttf. 
Amiotte,  the  deputy-comihissaiy-geiieraly  fau  Bin 
in  such  bad  health  since  his  arrival!^  that  it  Wat  & 
ficult  enough  to  get  the  stores,  &c.  edibarkecL  t 
apprehend  the  convoy,  cMefly  consi$titi|^  oflimiiftfe 
stores  for  the  tnarquis  of  Rofnana^b  diviaiddt  ^ 
arms  and  provisions,  under  my  oitlers»  fttt*  tb^iiA 
bf  the  armies  of  Spain,  has  gone  to  ConiiMii,  tt 
they  could  not  at  this  season  keep  thb.  tta^*  Ml 
there  is  no  good  port  nearer  than  the  tloMr-mtetiUll^ 
ed,  from  whence  the  roads  towards  Lecm  airteiiDt  t^  • 
good.  I  should  hope  soon  to  get  near  the  Bllfill 
army.  Under  the  present  circumstances^  X  foA  wk 
awkwardness  at  leaving  the  marquis  de  la  VtoOiMSm^ 
with  whom  I  have  received  particular  iiifttitKCitkiiiii 
to  communicate  on  any  point  still  unsettteiL  I  hbtfii 
however,  he  will  soon  be  able  to  disengage  Mni^lr 
from  this  part  of  the  army  (if  such  it  i:an  be  diUdl^ 
and  he  may  probably  be  obliged  to  go  n6ar  tlie  fitf« 
tish  army  before  he  can  comjmtinicate  With  tbeNiH. 
of  his  own  troops.  /- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c  -i 

Sai/lzs  Leith, 

Major-geritAffii*» 


\ 


I  indofsej  a  rough  idea  of  the  situation  of  thW  ^op^m. 
valley,  relatively  to  the  great  route  from  Reynos^  ^^^^"^t^^ 
to  Sdntaridef .  Notcrtber. 

G^eralLeitli 
to  sfar  J4  Moottf. 

This  tru6  pictuffe  of' Spanish  affairs  excites  ecjual 
regret  dnd  admiration ;  and  it  is  well  observed,  itt 
the  l^arrative,  thatt:,—"  Nothing  certainly  could  be 
tC^orSe  jadged  than  the  orders  sent  by  the  junta  td 
general  Blake  t6  fight  the  French  army  alone ;  in- 
stead of  directing  hitfi  to  fall  b^c^,  arid  unite  with 
general  Baird  at  Astorga ;  for  this  Spanish  army 
was  iri  no  condition  to  conteiid  with  r^gulai'  troops. 
There  Were»  it  is  trtie,  between  eight  and  nine 
thousand  I'eglrlar  Soldiers,*  who  had  escaped  fromf 
©enm'arfc  with  the  marquis  of  Romana,  and  who' 
ftkiglit  A^elf ;  but  they  were  overpowered  by  supe- 
rior nti1fnt)efS.  The  rest  of  this  army  consisted  of 
uiifortuiiate  peasants,  who  had  suffered,  with  con*^ 
stancy,  for  four  months,  privations,  which  wouW 
have  annihilated  a  British  army. 

They  had  endured  excessiv^e  fatigue,  were  with- 
out  sbbeS,  almost  without  clothes,  exposed  to  the 
cold  on  Stiowy  mountain's,  obliged  frequently  to 
depend  fbr  subsistence  on  such  animals  as  the}' 
caught  hy  accident;  on  meat  without  salt— a  food 
toCally  repugnant  t<s  tlie  habits  of  Spaniards.    They 

*  Thi*  Rumber  is  under-rated. 
I  2 
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j?^. 


Vi    I    II    ■ 


^cH?p^  ™*    passed  many  days  without  bread.     Their 
^^-•'"V"^^  was  so  wretched,  that  it  is  not  to  be  vondered  at 

1808.  ' 

Novcmbef.     that  they  were  easily  dispersed,  aud  had  no  indi- 

General  Leith  .     "  , 

tosirj.  Mogre.  nation  to  rally.  ^ 

Than  this  testimony,  nothing  could  be  more 
honourable  to  the  Spaniards,  nothing  more  just: 
their  necessities  however,  it  is  evident,  would 
compel  them  to  rally,  since  separate,  at  this  season 
and  in  such  a  situation,  they  must  perish. 

The  marquis  Romana  retired  to  Leon,  to  re- 
assemble as  many  as  he  could  collect 

The  way  was  now  open  for  the  French  to  the 
British  army,  if  it  should  be  preferred  to  that  of 
Castanos,  and  sir  John  Moore  conceived  he  could 
do  nothing  to  hinder  It ;  for,  being  placed  neaify 
in  the  centre  between  two  divisions  of  his  army, 
which  were  approaching  from  different  points^  he 
felt  constrained  to  wait  at  Salamanca,  in  expec- 
tation that  they  should  be  permitted  to  join  him. 

There  is  in  the  Narrative  a  letter  from  sir  John 
Moore  to  one  of  his  brothers,  which,  however  va- 
hiable  as  an  authentic  document,  written  under 
circumstances  when  a  man's  mind  must  be  moot 

•  The  want  of  information  respecting  the  roads,  by  which  db 
distance  was  originally  occasioned,  becomes  now  doubly  vex- 
atious. 
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clearly  seen,   was  not  very  expedient -for  publica-  bookiii. 
tion.     It  however,   in   consequence,   becomes  a     Vi^^^^^ 
public  document,  and  therefore  liable  to  proper     Novem^. 
animadversion. 

The  principal  remark,  intended  here,  relates 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  thegenerars  mind  daring 
his  command,  and  those  shades  of  variation  in  his 
opinions,  and  the  circumstances  on  which  they 
were  grounded,  which  become  important  only  in 
such  a  cause. 

The  letter  recapitulates  what  has  been  already 
before  the  public,  and  then  states,  in  terms  of  cen- 
sure, that  *'  Castanos  and  Palafox  have  about  forty 
thousand  men,  mostly  undiscipKned  peasants,  upon 
the  £bro  and  Alagon.  And  this  is  all  the  Spa- 
niards have  to  oppose  a  hundred  thousand  French 
troops.  The  provinces  are  not  armed,*  and  as 
to  enthusiasm,  I  have  seen  no  marks  ofi  t."*  ^ 

A  little  farther,  the  general  nevertheless  observes 
enthusiasm  and  that  an  obstinate  determination  not 
to  submit  to  the  French  yoke  may  do  much :  and,  the 
Spaniards  have  not  shewn  themselves  a  wise  or  a 
provident  people ;  their  wisdom  is  not  a  wisdom  of 
action,  but  still  Sijine  people,  b,  character  of  their  - 
own,  quite  distinct  from  other  nations,  and  much 
viight  have  been  done  with  them. 

*  This  kas  been  alfeady  shewn  to  be  impnu^cable 
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I 

BO^K^^       There  is  in  this  pirinian  a  dcgnoe  of  i 
^^J^J^    not  easily  to  be  interpreted,  imt  aerteiidy  m  fiflw» 
Ko««Biier.    Qf  t}|e  Spanish  nation,  and  its  affecticMa  to  iSie  cmm 

of  its  allies. 

A  fact,  however,  is  recorded  firom  the  Jfnrnal  iif 
sir  John  Moore  in  the  Narrative,  mrlMdi  ipeili 
more  than  all  the  speculative  opiaioM  an  Ai 
world. 

Whilst  the  British  head-quarters  wenrntBtk^ 
manca,  "lord  Proby  was  at  Tordesiilas, 
noitering,  when  a  party  of  French 
into  the  town.  They  staid  some  time.  Eyci^r 
knew  that  Proby  was  there,  for  he  liad  hcmi 
days  among  them ;  yet  not  a  ;nan  betmyed  iaoL 
And  when  the  cavalry  left  the  place,  and  Ins  Icn^ 
ship  came  into  the  street,  they  all  testifiod  tWif 
satisfaction,  and  declared  that,  though  ibey  lu|d  ai 
arms,  they  would  have  died  rather  than  kave  allcnMl 
him  to  be  taken.'' 

A  similar  incident,  says  major  Pasley,  quotia||»{%'* 
happened  t6  me,  about  the  same  tim6,  on  my  im^ 
from  general  Blake's  army  to  Astorga,  in  wUcliy  ft 
a  whole  day's  journey,  I  generally  passed  wjHim^ 
few  miles  of  the  enemy's  posts — an  experiouffttlHi 

I  should  certainly  not  have  hazarded,  hsd  I^bnirtai 

'■      ■         •    ■■ 

•   f  £«8$yr»  p«  2S3«  ^ 


/ 
% 


,1 


the  flood-wiU  of  the  Spaniard^.    AhoMt  duak»  th^   RPP^  ^??- 

*-■  *  .      •  CHAP*  IV» 

aecond  eveniiig  of  roy  journey,  J  reached  a  town  i^  ''^'^'^TX^^ 
the  kingdom  of  Leon,  where  I  thought  myself  i^  ?^«*e#w- 
security ;  but,  two  hours  afterwards,  it  w^  entered 
by  the  French  cavalry*  A  priest,  who  had  been  in 
company  with  me  w^s  taken  (a^  I  aftprwa^rd? 
learned)  by  a  patf  ok  of  the  enemy's  dragoon?,  a)t  the 
dpor  of  a  house,  not  more  than  two  minutes  after? 
had  quitted  it  Nothing  couM  exceed  th^  anxiety 
which  the  people  of  tjic  town  showed  on  my^^c- 
count.  It  was  w]th  great  di^culty,  that  I  could 
prevail  upon  the  guides  who  attended  xi}P  that 
night,  to  accept  of  any  recompense  although  they 
were  of  the  lower  class  of  people.  One  man,  in 
particular,  who  had  assisted  me  with  great  incon- 
venience to  himself,  absolutely  refused  it.  Un^cr 
such  circumstances,  they  seemed  to  think  that 
serving  a  British  officer  was  a  point  of  duty  and  of 
honour.  Such  incidents  spe^k  for  the  character  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  prove  the  affection  which  at  that 
time  they  bore  to  the  English.'' 

Major  Pasley  al^o  observes^  "  When  1  was  seat 
by  the  same  general  (Leith,)  from  Santander  jLo 
Reynosa,  to  join  Blake's  army,  after  h,is  defeats  in 
Biscay^  the  extent  of  which  w^as  at  that  time  not 
fi^lly  known  to  us,  I  met  a  great  nun^ber  of  fugi- 
tives, all  of  the  new  levies,  upon  the  road^  ignorant 
pf  the  situation  of  the  mfun  body  of  the  arpiy,  pf 
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'^^^v-^^^   vain,  to  persuade  the  officers  to  rally  their  meDi  aoi 
November,     march  to  Reynosa.    They,  on  their  part^  adviiri 
me  to  go  back,  ^sserting  that  the  communicatioa 
must  be  cut  off  by  the  French  troops^  and  it  m 
even  rumoured  by  some  of  them,  that  the  place  m 
actually  in  possession  of  the  enemy.      Proccediig 
in  this  state  of  uncertainty,  withQut  giving  M 
credit  to  these  reports,  and  convinced  thaf^  at  A 
events,  I  should  be  able  to  discover  the  truth,  and 
escape  the  danger,  before  it  wat  too  late;  I  fbimd 
a  detachment  of  more  than  twenty  men  of  the. 
veteran  troops  very  much  exhausted^   at  ahoafle. 
upon  the  road,  who  offered  to  put  themselves  under 
my  command,  and  make  good  their  way  .  to  die 
army  witli  me  wherever  it  might  be,  if  I  wouU 
wait  till  morning.     When  I  declined  this  propOBilt. 
not  liking  the  delay,  they  determinecl  that  I  sboaM 
not  go  without  a  guard ;   and  four  of  the  lent 
fatigued    volunteered  to  accompany  me.   -  FjtMD 
what  I  saw  of  the  spirit  of  these  men,  I  should  havb 
placed  the  same  confidence  in  them,  which  -  they 
seemed  to  place  in  me. 

« 

Such  anecdotes^  trifling  in  themselves,  afiord  the 
strongest  proofs  of  the  good-will  of  the  Spaniudi^ 
at  that  period,  since  these  are  situations  in  which  it 
may  be  admitted,  that  no  orders  of  superiors  coul^ 


ivliave  forced  the  pedisants  of  ther  mountains  to  effect  ^^f,^J* 
I    a  civility  or  kindness  towards  us  which  they  did  not  ^"'^"'^^^^ 
I    feel ;  and  when  an  array  is  dispersed,  subordination  is     Nof^pmber. 
I    lost  to  such  a  degree,  that  nothing  but  a  real  senti- 
I    ment  of  friendship  could  have  caused  the  Spanish 
I    soldiers  to  follow,  or  even  to  respect,  British  officers 
I    in  the  way  that  they  did,  for  which  I  have  given  the 
above  as  an  example.  Not  merely  the  veteran  troops, 
.    the  stragglers  of  all  kinds,  in  their  greatest  distress, 
even  the  niost  undisciplined,  respected  us  as  much 
as,  if  not  more  than,  their  own  officers,  of  the  con- 
duct of  some  of  whom  they  bitterly  complained: 
indeed,  I  felt  sa  assured  that  they  would  obey  me, 
that  if  a  detachment  of  the  French  cavalry  had  pre- 
sented itself,  it  Mras  my  intention  to  have  ridden 
back,  and  put  myself  at  a  head  of  a  party  of  Spa- 
niards of  any  description ;  the  natue  of  the  country 
being  much  in  our  favour.    I  was  afterwards  sorry 
to  see  that  the  stragglers  of  th,e  British  army  did 
not  behave  with  proper  respect  to  the  Spanish 
officers." 

It  is  painful  to  add  the  following  explanation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  : 

^*  When  sir  John  Moore's  army  afterwatds  ad- 
vanced, for  the  purpose  of  attackidg  Soult,  I  was 
lodged  in  the  same  house,  where  my  quarters  had 
formerly  beien  beat  up  in  the  manner  described,  suid 
had  the  mortification  of  seeing  a  British  officer/ who 
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Nmfiw    savi  who  had  bem  west  inatHMnont*}  jitf 


from  b^ag  i*\^n  prisoner, 

«  When  I  mmted  into  1^  ffWfP.fif^jiliWiit 
found  that  this  officer  Iwd  0Q^  %  pcitWlt  M  ~ 
that  the  Spaoiardg  had  ttich  §.  tl^qfpi^ 
9f  US.  ttot  tliiey  concealed  the  gnqOf  t  pjtffr #1^1 
goods,  and  would  not  vUspy  llHOflTAa^V 
army,  even  for  ready  rooMy. '  UiwlM.tihit>il«lft 
aion,  he  had  quarrelled  with  tbc  pcmr  9§lim^ 
who  was  a  shop-keieper,  a|Hl  af^efoe^ 
tear  the  shop  iu  [Heces,  be^^i^vB  t^mfm 
sell  him  what  he  had  nc»t  g^  JN^W^  ^4^. 
man  reflected  for  a  moment,  he  fl^fiit  hat-jas  fft/fftdg 
absurdity  of  supposing  that  any, 
not  grasp  at  the  offer  of  comYVF^xag  bi* 
goods  into  money,  when,  his  <;ou7itiy 
seat  of  war^  he  knew  that,  from  d^  1^  4^WiM^ 
house,  with  ^\l  that  it  containedt  yr.^Pf9llll$€0i)f' 
plundered  or  burnt  .  .,  J. A:  ■ 

*'  Upon  su;ch  grounds  as  tjiiese  \f^  ^^  fp4lM| 
which  the  soldiers  and  part  of  jttieoiQfqMmjt^^' 
British  aroiy  entertained  of  the  jeakvU:  ^ff^jijim 
fnendljr  cljaracter  of  the  Spaniards  foroK;^**  ^^f^ 

Had  the  harish  censure  of  sir  Jp}^  ^^^^^PPyiiMi! 
^j)Iied  to  siich  cases  «s  these,  tl^e  I4fttip7:f4ii^ 


I 


irsrpEK  $in  j/>hn  m(mhi£. 


fS8 


i  wmp^iga  would  hai^e  been  wore  glorJoiM  imd  moi^  ^5?*?** 

b  0^  of  jthe  qu^ities  with  which  the  general  was 
gM^  i«  a  nioat:  ^xtraor^liiiaiy  dctgree  (says  the 
I  Ngrmtive)  wa»  pFescience.  It  had  better  ,bee« 
i  presence  of  mind.  For  thoufjh  no  movememt 
^  of  Bttonapar^  however  ar  con<?ealed,  was  un^ 

i  eKpeeted  by  him,  the  facts  i  surround<e)d  hiiti 

I  «t  a  dose  distance  were  equally  important  to  iUOr 
I  derstandi  and  more  necef  y  to  provide  against, 
I    than  the  future  operations   of  t  ,  whose 

^    movements  woidd  nlways  I 
I    state  of  things. 


Amoi^  the  most  judicious  observations  of  the 
writer  of  the  Narrative,  are  the  follawing,  on 
4ir  David  Baird : 

^' Sir  David  Baird,  in  his ^march  from  CoruniKi, 
bad  to  struggle  with  difficulties  of  a  kind  totally 
-new  to  him. 

**  This  gaieral  had  distinguished  himself  in  many 
campaigns  in  I^dia,  where  ^  iBfitisb  army  are 
usually  accompanied  with  so  numerous  a  ti^n  of 
slaves,  servants,  and  sutlers,  horses,  bullocks,  and 
Akphants,  that  the  troops  ttre  not  onit^  abnndfuit^ 
isupplied  with  necessanos,  but  evea  supptied  wkh 
many  luxuries. 

.But  fae^e  sir  David  ln)d  to  eoccxiAter^  thfmiEtnd 
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*?*^*  "^   deficiences;  he  met  mthB^ynakky^ 

his  progress^  and  received*  little  aid  from 
niards  to  overcome  them.  In  order  to 
sufficient  supplies  for  the  troops  and  ^to^  fa 
carry  forward  the  ba^agi^  he  ww  oU^ 
vide  his  small  corps  into  smaller  -  detad 
each  following  the  other  at  oonsideiable  d 
He  arrived  at  Astorga,  November- J^^^unt 
of  his  infantry ;  but  the  following^  esti«ct j 
ter,  which  he  wrote  from  that  fdaee^rwill 
his  situation." 

It  will  also  shew,  that  sir  David  eai^.  i 
despairing  influence  of  sir  John  Moore. 


;  ■«■ 


Sir  D«vid  B«rd      "  My  dear  sir  John,  .. 

1  he  more  I  consider  our  ai 
the  more  I  am  convinced  of  the  danger'  tbm 
attend  my  making,  at  the  present  momc; 
movement  in  advance,  or  attempt  to  join,  ^ 
til  my  force  is  more  collected.  We  have.*] 
of  support  to  expect  from  the  Spanifurd%  i 
completely  dispersed  and  driven  from   tin 
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pturties  have  pushed  forward  almost  close  to  Beiia-     oaA»i  iv.  * 


1608. 
Str]>tnd  BttiA 


viente.     From  my  present  want  of  cavalry  I  have 

fiot  been  able  to  ascertsun  how  forward  their  infan- 

tiy  may  be.    But  as  they  have  had  the  army  which  ^  « J^^ogt*. 

defeated  Blake  unoccupied  since  the  13th,  and  that 

which  routed  the  Estremadurans  since  the  10th,  I 

xannot  believe  that  they  are  very  remote. 

On  my  left,  they  have  pushed  forward  as  far  as 
St  Vincento  de  la  Burena  and  Colombas,  both  of 
which  places  were  attacked  on  the  19th  instani 
Of  their  being  carried  v there,  can  be  little  doubt; 
as  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  force  in  the  As- 
turias  sufficient  to  resist  them.  And  should  they 
have  been  successful,  my  communication  with  my 
rear  may  be  endangered,  by  their  ad\^nce  on  the 
ioad  through  Monderedo  or  Lugo. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  consult  with  the  general  officer^:  here,  as  to 
the  measures  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt ;  and 
their  sentiments  are  perfectly  in  unison  with  my 
own;  that,  unless  you  should  judge  it  absolutely 
requisite,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  attempt  to 
advance,  without  I  should  be  able  to  assemble  my 
whole  force  at  this  place,  previous  to  beginning  to 
move.     Should,  however,  the  enemy  advance  in. 

m 

force  before  tliat  time,  which  will  not  be  previous 
to  December  4,  from  the  general  tenor  of  your 
letters  to  me,  and  particularly  from  the  intention 
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^c«fpf  IT?*   y^^  exprew  in  that  of  the  15th^  of  ftUii^ 
Ciudad  Rodrigo^  if  the  eaeBay  uppwmifeh 
than  Valladolidy  I  shall  ifi»timtly  oMnmetee  ai^* 

t»4DjL  Horn,  treaty  takiog  care,  if  pDMfiblei  tO'  mot^e  by  tkeli 


they  are  within  three  day  a'  laavcli  of  mfe^  ft> 

the  confusion,  and  loss^  Beoessdlily  nttoirfmtiMi 

close  pursuit*  .  .    .      * 

I  had  written  thtls  &r  wfcea  i  Ited  tfat  iiii< 
lactiim  to  receive  your  two  lefterl,  df  tlfe  ifltt  i» 
Mant;  and  it  i»  particularly  graftifyin^  tift'  nfa^ii 
hare  your  sa«i<;tion  to  tbe  mearares  I.  p4o|NHif  II 
adopt  It  is  very  extraordisipy  that  I  SavfrlMfli 
unable  to  obtain  any  aoirt  of  iafbnaiaticnir  HmpotSt^ 
the  position  of  the  enemy's  infaii1q|pr^i  *allhili^l 
have  used  every  endeavdur  to  get  ibtelligfeiMMi' 'Utl 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  some  iatfcU^ebcb  ooiiHferit 
eated  by  a  person  who  was  sent  ftovb  l4lHi^$tt 
obtain  information  respecting  the  ttwveoMRlr  rf 
the  French,  and  of  a  letter  written  by  eoloMlHGtf 
ham,  from  the  head-quarters  of  Gastaaoif  nmxfi 

From  the  latter,  it  is  clearly  apf^ireat  l|»w:;iif 
much  exaggerated  the  accounts  generfiUjf  ciif|||i|j|[|^ 
of  the  strength  of  the  Spanish  armttfS;  ha?e  i|g| 
In  all  probability  Castanos  and  PahfoiD  lilag|^ii|||* 
this  time  have  met  with  the  same  reVenw^lto  BbJUJI 
in  which  case  the  Spaniards  could  &ftiNril»lA[|i|| 
deserving  the  denomination^  of  an  axiiy^t  ja|||tt 
field.  .  ,  yj^td 


uifDEE  sta  JOHN  uobai.  '  ISt 

As  it  could  never  be  intended  by  #e  firilish   A^dtfe: 
gOTemment,  that  our  army  should  iengaigeifa  the  ^'^""^C^ 

A0O9* 

defence  of  this  country  unaided  and  unsupportt^d  by     November, 
any  Spanish  force,  I  confess,  my  dear  sir  John,  I  to  nr  j.  Moora. 
begin  to  be  at  a  loss  to  discover  an  object  at  this 
nioment  in  Spain :  it  being  very  evident  tbiat  the 

■"I 

Spaniards  are  not  at  this  moment  in  Spain  :  it  being 
very  evident  that  the  Spaniards  are  not  at  this  mo- 
ment in  a  situation  to  be  capable  of  assembling  a 
force  competent  to  offer  any  serious  resistance  to 
the  prdgress  of  the  French  arms. 

it  is  very  relnarkabl6  thiat  I  hiavie  not  procuf^ 
the  least  intelligence,  or  received  aiiy  sort  of  com- 
ihunication,  from  any  of  the  oMeial  authorities  at 
Kf  iadrid,  or  eitheir  of  the  Spanish  geheraK  Neither 
Mr,  Frere  nor  lord  William  B^ntihck  haVe  written 
to  iiie  for  a  considerable  time. 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir  John,  &c. 

1).  Baird;* 

iTiis  excellent  fetter,  says  Mr.  Moore,  shows  how 
very  just  a  notion  ^ir  David  Baird  entertained  bf 
the  Spanish  aiOfairs ;  and  it  appears  that  both  him- 
self and  the  generals  in  his  army  saw  the  prbspect 
of  events  in  even  a  more  desponding  light  than  sit 
John  Moore,  who  indeed  states  at  this  period  in  his 
journal — 

^'  I  see  my  situation  as  clearly  as  any  one,  that 
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BOOK  UL   nothing  can  be  worse ;  for  I  have  no  Spanish  a 
^^^^'^^p*^  to  give  me  the  least  assistance,  only  the  mar 
Movenber.     Romana  is  endeavouring  to  assemble  the  fugil 
from  Blake's  army  at  Leon. 

''  Yet  I  am  determined  to  form  the  junctioi 
this  army,  and  to  try  our  fortune.  We  havi 
business  here  fis  things  are ;  but^  being  ben 
would  never  do  to  abandon  the  Spaniarcb  wid 
a  struggle." 
lUmarkabie  Yet,  as  will  afterwards  appear,  the  general 

opinion  between  his  army  had  no  conception  of  the  necessity  of 

iir  John  Moore  .  i        i*/v      i  •  i 

aodhUgenenK  treat,  Whatever  the  dimculties  to  be  enoountere 

Under  the  despondency  created  by  all  these 
cumstances,  sir  John  Moore  began  to  contemp 
not  merely  a  retreat,  but  the  entire  abandonmea 
the  Spanish  cause ;  and,  still  farther,  even  an  i 
barkation  of  the  army  at  Lisbon,  ideas  which  a 
not  fail  to  have  a  strong  effect  on  his  future  < 
rations,  whatever  the  incidents  by  which  thejr  i 
to  be  guided ;  and  yet  more  upon  those  of 
Spanish  nation,  most  naturally  looking  up  e 
to  a  small  auxiliary  British  force,  as  its  exemfl 
guide,  and  stay,  upon  whose  movements^  thertii 
perhaps  it  must  stand  or  fail. 
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•    CHAP.  V, 


STATION ARV    POSITION    OF   MB  JOHN  MOORE^S   DI- 
VISION, AND  PAilTIAL  JUNCTION  pF  THE 

BRITISH  ARSir. 


IlUconducted  means  of  Inteliigencej  and  sudden  De- 
termination   of  Sir  David  Baird  to  retreat.-^  • 
Arrival  of  General  Hope  at  Madrid.-^Vaccil- 
lation  of  the  British  General. 

THE  mews  of  intelligence  obt^ned  by  the  book  in. 
British  Genetals,  appear  to  have  been  altogether    \^^.^^ 

1808. 

of  a  very  confiiiecl  and  embarrassing  nature.     Nor,     NoTember* 
what  is  inoBe  singular,,  did  it  improve  by  the;  con-  b!|^^ce?^ 
tinuance  of  the  armies  in  the  same  place.    It  was 
tjbi^s,  tbat  jsir  David  Baii:d,  on  the  33d  di  Nov<?mber, 
wrote  from  Leon,  that  the  French  had  advanced 

m 

from  Sahagun,  and  were  collecting  a  force  at  Am- 
pudia,  and  Rio  Seco/  And  the  marquis  Romana. 

VOL.  HI.  K 


I 
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^?.^f  ?^    transmitted  additional  information,   wluch  becune 

^^-•^^[J^^^^  generally  current,  that  the  enemy  had^  on  the  S4th, 

Nofember.     14  QOO  infantry  at  Rio  Seco,  and  4000  cavalry  in 

Sir  Dftvid  Bftiffd  •^ 

prepuiDg  to  re-  the  neighbourhood.    Sir  David,  therefore,  feaiiiig 

an  attack  before  his  troops  were  collected,  htstandy 
prepared  to  retreat,  and  inquired  of  sir  John  Mooie 
whether  the  cavalry  should  be  embarked^  or  t^6k 
through  Portugal.  This  had  beeii  produced  ralf 
by  a  body  of  French  cavalry,  which  scoured  dnt 
country.  It  nevertheless  had  the  effect  of  retaid* 
ing  the  junction  of  that  general's  force .  widi  A 
John  Moore,  who  ordered  him  to  advance  for  thit 
purpose. 

Lieutenant-general  Hope,  however,  with  fail 
usual  ability  and  energy,  persevered  in  his  man^ 
provided  for  the  subsistence  of  his  troops^  and,  a^ 
riving  near  Madrid,  had,  on  the  20th  of  N^ovembCTi 
a  conference  with  lord  William  Bentinck  and  dos 
Thomas  Morla,  captain-general  of  that  oty,  d^ 
puted  by  the  supreme  junta  for  the  purpose. 

Sir  John  Moore,  who  had  hitherto  directed  fail 
attention,  agreeably  to  the  wish  of  the  Sponirii 
government,  northward  on  the  capital,  now,  ftr 
what  reason  does  not  appear,  is  stated,  in  the  Ntt- 
rative,  to  have  contemplated  a  movement  on  tti 
south  of  Spain. 

9 

*  The  original  motives  for  this  direction  to  the  Britiahiiiw 
W0re  of  courto  done  away  by  the  possession  of  Portugal    ' 
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General  ^Hope,  thus  describes  the  result  of  bis   book  m. 

*  OB>r.  V. 

dbnference  at  Madrid  ;  K^^^^^^^^ 

Madrid,  iOth  November,  tSOS.  Novenber. 

"  My  dear  Moore,  S^m:£1 

In  consequence  of  a  pressing  lettei^  from 
lord  William  JBentinck,  I  yesterday  caine  to  Mad« 
rid.  > 

This  morning  lord  William  and  I  have  had  a 
long  conversation  with  don  T,  ISf orla,  authorised 
by  the  junta,  to  converse  with  us  upon  the  state  of 
afiairs.  ^ 

Much  desultory  reasoning  passed  zi  this  con- 
ferrence ;  and  it  is  perfectly  evident,  that  they  are 
altogether  without  a  plan,  as  to  their  future  mill-  ' 
tary  operations,  either  in  the  case  of  success  or 
misfortune. 

Every  branch  is  effected  by  the  disjointed  and  - 
inefficient  construction  of  their  government. 

The  only  result  of  this  conference,  that  can  be 
worth  communicating  to  you,  is,  that  it  js  the  de- 
cided opinion  of  Morla,  and  stated  by  him  as  what  "^ 
the  government  also  wish,  that,  in  case  of  the~ 
British  force  being  now  prevented  from  forming  a 
junction,  for  the  purpose  of  advancing,  to  under- 
take  active  offensive  operations,  a  junction,  of 
whatever  part  of  that  force  it  may  be  practica^ble      * 
to  bring  together,  should  take  place  in  the  centre 
of  Spain."                                                                   x 

k2 
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^^?J^V^       The  commander-in-chief  seems   to   have  con- 

^"^^(T^^  ceived  that,  although,  as  he  admits,  neither  lord 

NovwDb^r      William  Bentinck,   or  Mr.  Frerc,  had  any  such 

suspicion,  the  advice  was  insidiously  g^ven. 

.  Sir  John  Moore  was  therefore  more  displeased 

when  this  was  succeeded  by  the  following  letter 

from  Mr.  Frere : 


AranfueZf  25tk  Ncm*  ISOftr 

"Sir, 
J.  Moore.  I  send  inclosed  the  copy  of  a  note  which 

I  addressed  to  M.  Garay,  secretary  of  th^  j^nti^ 
and  which  contains  the  recapitulation  of  a  con- 
ference which  I  had  with  him  (on  the  subject  of 
your  letters  addressed  to  me^  and  to  lord  Williain 
Bentinck,)  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Stuart  I  have 
likewise  inclosed  his  answer,  which  I  have  just  re* 

*  ceived.      It  is  difficult  to  account  entirely  for  the 

•  want  of  information,  of  which  we  haye  to  complain^ 
It  is  owing,  certainly  in  part,  to  the  mistaken  no* 
tions  of  secrecy  and  mystery,  which  are  attached  to 
the  concerns  of  government,  which  is  incidental  to 
people  who  are  unexpectedly  called  to  the  manage* 
ment  of  public  aifairs.  Something,  I  am  afraid^  is 
likewise  to  be  imputed  to  a  jealousy  of  Great 
Britain;  as  if  we  presumed  upon  the  obligations 
under  which  the  country  is  placed.*     But,  most  of 

*  This,  there  is  reason  to  fear,  was  the  case,  when  even  the 


r^ 


UNDER    SIR  JOHK  MOORE.  133 

all,  the  confusion  of  their  own  system  of  itttelUgeuc^,  ^^^^^  l^ 
or,  more  properly  speaking;  the  want  of  system^  is  ^^^^^^^ 
the  cause  of  the  Uncertainty  in  which  we  ate  left  i^ovenibiMv. 
upon  points  of  the  greatest  consequence.  J.  mcw«: 

The  accounts,  however,  whiph  have  been  re"- 
ceived  to-day,  have  been  personally  too  alartiiihg 
for  concealment.  A  courier,  has  arrived;  *  who  left 
the  advanced  posts  of  the  French,  at  Medina  Cefr'; 
^nd  an  express  has  since  come  in  fi-dni  Torri§;k 
with  an  account  of  firing  having  beien  heard 'a^ 
SSgueuj^a.  As  the  French  are  superior  in  c^vahy, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  stop  them  between  that 
place  and  this,  the  junta  are  in  immediate  expec- 
tation of  their  approach,  and  had  determined,  this 
evening,  on  retiring  upon  Cordova,  I  am  in  hopes 
that  they  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  relinquish 
this  plan,  and  to  content  themselves,  at  present,  with 
retreating  to  Toledo.  The  following  is  the  statfe- 
ment  of  the  numbers  of  their  troops  in  New 
Castile :  ' 

At  Buitrigo  -     -  5000 

Segovia    -     -  4700  ,      ' 

Somosierra     -  6400 
Madrid    *     -  5300 

The  force  of  the  enemy  is  reckoned  at  about 

I. 

commander-in-chief  condescends,  iti '  ins  letters;  16  i^e^fd^  4faW « 
with  their  obligations;,^  See4nfeerP*'76^;8jBc.;  -:>:  ^    :.  'J.fl 
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B  0  0  K  lu.  eleven   thousand    men,  of    which    six   thousand 

CHAP.  V.  '  ■  .^ 

^"^^^^    arc  cavalry,  under  general  Belliard. 

Ne^robcr.         J  inclose  a  report  which  has  just  been  sentne 

Mr.  Frere  to  tir        ,      .  t»i   t     ,  t    /•      «  •         • 

J.Moore.         relative  to  Blake s  army.    I  finely   upon   mquuy, 

that  the  date  of  the  attack  is  the  19th  it 
night.  CoIumi)res  is  not  above  two  or  thice 
leagues  from  the  first  village  of  Asturias.  I  kan^ 
at  the  same  time,  that  one  of  the  Asturian  deputk9^ 
to  whom  I  had  directed  my  inquiries,  has  ahmij 
left  theSitio.  T^^e  marquis  Romana,  on  the  I7di, 
was  attempting  to  make  a  stand  at  Torra  de  h 
Vega.  General  Leith  had  given  orders,  wbidi 
had  been  properly  executed,  for  evacuating  the 
post  of  St.  Ander.  No  courier  has  been  recrivcd 
from  Castanos ;  and  it  is  clear,  from  the  situation 
of  the  French,  that  the  direct  communication  ii 
cut  off.  Great  discontent  and  perplexity  nie 
l^nown  to  be  prevalent  at  head-quarters. 

Mr.  Stuart  will  be  able  to  give  you  better  no* 
counts  of  the  military  condition  of  Madrid.  Theft 
are  about  8  or  10,000  muskets,  and  ammuniticNi 
has  been  distributed. 

The  junta  appear  at  present  more  anxious  for 
your  union  with  Blake  than  for  covering  Madiid 
What  they  mo^t  deprecate,  and  I  think  with  QMtt 
reason,  is  a  retreat  upon  Portugal.  It  would  siikk 
the  hearts  of  the  whole  country,  and  would  g^ 
the  impression  of  our  having,  after  an  inrflTuiili 
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effort,^  relapsed  into  the  old  limited  system  of  pro- 
tecting Portugal 

I  must  apologise  for  the  apparent  formality  of  /Nqmia. 
this  letter,  which  does  riot  proceed  from  any  incli-  j. ' 
nation  to  commence  a  less  confidential  mode  of 
^communication  between  us ;    but  is  o^tng  to  the 
hurry  which  the  circumstances  I  have  mentibiied 
will  account  for. 

'     Believe  me,  &c. 

J.  H.  Fbebe.^ 

On  this  letter,  the  Narrative  contains  the  ibl- 
iowiug  peculiar  observations : 

There  are  two  singular  passages  in  this  letter. 
The  first  is,  it  is  stated,  that  the  force  of  the  enemy 
is  about  eleven  thousand  men.  Where  this  force 
was,  is  not  mentioned;  but  the  junta  ought  to 
have  known  that  at  this  period  Buonaparte  was  ad- 
vancing rapidly  with  nearly  80,000 :  and  ihis  Infor- 
mation ought  to  have  been  communicated  to  sir  John 
Moore.  The  second  is,  that  Mr.  Frere  strongly 
deprecates  a  retreat  on  Portugal.  This  probably 
was  not  an  original  error  of  Mr.  Frere*s,  but  in- 
stilled into  his  mind  by  Morla ;  for,  otherwise  a 
person  totally  ignorant  of  military  afiairs  would 
hardly  ^  have  ventured  to  express  so  decidely  his 
opinion  of  a  military  movement  to  an  experienced 
general. 
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^^^9J^|^-       Morla  was  now  becMoe  the  chief  raler  (tf  Ae 
junta;    and  was  considered  a  man  of  Ac  Stt 
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NofwAbcr.     abilities  in  Spain.    He  had  been  appointod  in» 

Difflcultiet  be-  ^  ^*^  ^        * 

twemtbe         dent  of  the  board  charged  with  militanr  afiain^  w 

British  Btmistfgr  ^  * 

«nd  general,      was  with  great  success  effecting  the  dostrntitammm 

the  Spanish  armies.  Previous  to  hia  mtBrSaoM, 
the  generals  Castanos  and  Blake  had  most  joA* 
ciously  acted  upon  the  defensive :  that  afstemw 
now  reprobated ;  and  the  generalis  were  impdkd 
forward^  contrary  to  their  judgment.  Morla  wn 
however/ not  content  with  the  destruction  of  tbe 
Spanish  armies  in  succession;  but;  in'  oriter  tb 
complete  the  subjugation  of  Spain,  he  got  JaimtdS 
appointed  by  the  junta  to  treat  with  the  Eaglisk 
generals ;  and  empowered  to  proceed  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  such  measures  as  w6re  urgent*  aod 
peremptory. 

Being  invested  with  this  authority^  he  did  not 
fail  to  exert  it;  and  had  his  advice,  or  requisijtkii^ 
been  literally  obeyed,  not  a  man  of  the  Britwh 
army  could  have  escaped. 

It  will  only  be  here  remarked,  that,  whaj^er  j^; 

*  • »     ■  ■ 

evidence  upon  which  these  facts  are  stat^d^  lUfjOfi  \ 
are  submitted  to  the  reader  or  the  world  ;.aiv]y;|])gM 
if  Buonaparte    was  understood  to  be  adyaAdlK:^ 
with  eighty  thousand  men,  a  more  poweifiiL-Ul^ 
centive  can  scarcely  be  supposed  for  either  AdijOW 


UKDfTR  SIR  :F0HN  BffOOItEi 

*r  Mr,  Ff  ere  tx)  urge  the  advance  of  the  British  ge-  **^„^^  l^ 
ketal,  ppeviods  to  the  juncticm  of  so^  overpowering  ^^'^'^^^^ 
»fi>rce.  And,  as  to  the  decided  opinion  of  Mr.  Frer^     ^kfmAiet. 

.  .  DifibultMi  b0» 

Ifa  whomsoever giveii,\ito  is  given  widsi  the  eircfiimt  tm0ta^B0^ 
8£mceson  which  it^  was  grounded,  and  wiUi  ev^  «id  gmnJ. 
proper  d^ee  of  Fespectr.to' the  person  to  whom  it         / 
was  addressedi 

And  while  Mn  Frere  thus  urged  thd^itishige^ 
neral  tacoincide  with  the  desire  and  expectations 
ef  the  Spanish  government^  as  far  m>  he  deemed 
them  Just  and  expedient,  be  did  not  fkil,.  with  te^ 
doubled  energy,  to  urge  to  that  government  the 
complaints  of  sir  John  Moore^  and  to  remonstrate 
wi^h  it  upon  them  wherever  he*  saw  occasion. 

Sir,  ^ 

I  have  thidught  proper  to  addtess  yoiif  JJe^^^d^ 
excellency,  as  a  member  and  secretary  of  the  su-^  ^aTisw^  ^*'''* 
preme  central  juntas  a  reprtesentaltioh'  whick^  appears 
tO"  ine  too  important  not^  ta  be  edihmunicatred^  tb 
thai?  assembly  through*  a  pisnstoti^  diMiiiguished  by 
their  confidencei  arid  by  the  ittiportatit  office  h^ 
holds.  •  '  - 

I  have-  received  letaters^fi*om  sir  ITbhn  Mbdre, 
which  renderit  necessary  fbr  iWe  to  iecapitulate  tftfe 
comi^kint^  which  he  has  aSddte^sedto  ihe,  and  whibH 
be  regttti  he  is  not  aUbtd^mak^  M'p^Moii  at'Atkn^ 
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BOOK  la       He  complains,  in  the  first  place,  of  the  stale cf 


1808. 


ignorance  he  is  left  in/  respecting^  the  niUDberml 
November,     position  of  the  encitiy's  fuTces :    and.even  <tf  tk 
Mr!  de  Gamy.  pUns  and  Operations  of  the  caiti|MUg[Q^  to.sodia 

degree  (he  writes)  that  when  the  Very  unqjlitig 
evacuation  of  Valladolid,  by  general  PignateUhttHk 
place,  that  officer  did  not  tliink  it  his  duty  toil- 
form  him  of  it 

The  particulars  of  the  march,  and  df  the  efiectin 
strength  of  the  army  of  Estremadura,  were  likcwitt 
for  a  long  time  unknown  to  him.  The  retreat  of 
general  Blake,  and  his  subsequent  retreat  to  Bcf- 
nosa,  he  was  also. left  ignorant  of,  until  he  leaittd 
these  events  from  Madrid.  He  continues  in  tbtte 
words:  ^^  I  am  in  no  communication  with  any  of 
the  Spanish  armies,  nor  am  I  made  acquainted  witb 
the  plans  either  of  the  government  or  of  the  gems 
rals.  Castanos,  with  whom  I  was  put  in  oorm- 
pondence,  is  dismissed  from  his  command  at  die 
moment  I  expected  to  hear  from  him ;  amd  Romi' 
na,  with  whom  I  suppose  I  now  ought  to  oontf* 
pond,  is  absent.  In  the  mean  time,  the  .Frend^ 
whose  numbers  I  cannot  learn,  are  only  four  d^ 
march  distant  from  my  army,  which  is  only  assoh 
bling.  No  channel  of  information  has  been  opebed 
for  me,  and  I  have  not  been  long  enough;  in  -j^ 
country  to  procure  one  for  myself.  I  give^you^w 
information,  and  I  wish  I  could  go  myself  to  AoMI* 


V 


N 
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judz  or  Madrid,  to  make  a  representation  of  it ;  fcnr,  ^^^^^' 
Jn  truth,  if  things  remain  in  this  situation,  the  ruin  ^^^^^'^^^^i 
of  the  Spanish  cause,  and  the  defeat  of  their  armies,     Nofowim, 
are  inevitable ;  and  it  will  become  my  duty  only  to  |inld«0«i«K 
.  consider  the  safety  of  the  British  army,  and  to. take 
measures  to  withdraw  it  from  a  situation  \Where, 
without  the  possibility  of  being  useful,  it  is  exposed 
to  certain  defeat,**  .  . 

In  answer  to  those  observations  respecting  ^iie^ 
nd  Castanos  and  the  marquis  of  Rom^ma,  yodr  ex- 
cellency informed  me,  to  my  great  surptis^^  that 
orders  had  been  sent^  ten  days  before,  to  the  mai!- 
quis  of  Romana  to  come  and  take  the  cpimnaatf  of 
the  army  pf  the  centre;  and  to  leave  that  of  the 
north,  and  of  the  Asturias,  under  the  command  of 
general  Blake. 

It  seems  to^ne  that  a  secret  known  to  two^and^ 
thirty,  persons  (the  number  of  the  junta)  might  have 
been'  trusted  to  the  minister  of  his  Britannic  ma^ 
jesty,  without  any  great  additional  risk  of  its  being 
divulged;  although  there  had  been  no  question  of 
a  fact  so  interesting,  that  the  knowMge  <tf  it  ti'as 
necessary  for  a  correspondence,  upon  which  might 
depend  .the  safety  of  the  English  army.  :  . 

It  appeared  to  me  that  your  excellency  wi^  nOt 
insensible  to  the  justice  of  this  reflectioQ ;  to  :whieh: 
I  ought  liat<  «clde4f  that  iks  news  of  the  tthts^ioi 
the  Frepch  Into  Valladolid  biid.beei^C0itc«Uecki^99i> 


/ 

1 
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*?.^M?'    '"^^  ^^^  w*^^  *  inquired  iif  there  v^iis'iaftm 

^-^■^^^^^^  dation  for  the  rumour  which  mentioiied  f^  I^ 

leoB.  . 

November,     auswered  that  no  official  news  had  arrired  that  d^ 

Kr.  Firefe  to  ..••■.'• 

jfiw  de  Omj.   except  a  report  respecting  the  moving  soflie  pm 

of  artillery,  I  believe,  to  Segovia.  li  wHs  ini|Mil 
ble  for  me  to  think,  after  such  ail  answer^  tint  a 
thentic  accounts  had  actually^  brought  ceHuni 
formation  of  the  event  respecting  which  I  was  ck 
manding  an  explanation;  and  that  thefaetwtfi 
sembled  by  an  equivocation  founded  upon  the  noi 
arrival  of  the  official  despatches  feom  the  oommii 
dant. 

The  news  of  the  defeat  of  general  Blake^  a  pia 
of  news  which  might  have  occasioned  the  totat  fit 
of  the  two  divisions  under  general  Mbore  aod  s 
David  Baird,  was  undoubtedly  communicated  tomt 
but  not  until  the  evening  of  the  day  which  ft 
lowed  the  arrival  of  the  courier.  1  am  far  from  fee 
ing  myself  in  the  slightest  ill-humour  towards  pe 
sons  extremely  respectable,  and  who,  both  in  dJie 
answers  and  in  their  silence,  only  follow  the  syatei 
which  has  been  traced  out  to  them ;  but  it  is-  m 
duty  to  expostulate  strongly  against  the  continai 
tion  of  a  system  which,  without  ensuring  secrflp 
towards  the  enemy,  establishes  distrust  and myittt] 
instead  of  that  confidence  which  should  be  til 
foundation  of  the  united  plans^  on  which  l^  ifiM 
of  the!  war  must  depend 


UNDJSR  SIR  JOHN  MOQttlU 


I  have  learned  with  much  pleasure  the  neWatrf^  ®?£?'i^' 
rfcallipg  the  disorganizing  commission  which  had  ^^^^^^^ 
been  sent  to  the  army  of  the  centre ;  as  weH  as  thatr   Nunminf*/' 
[|f,  nominating  Mr.  de  Morla,  with  fall  powers  to '  Mr,  ii» jteoifb 
confer  and  conclude  with  pur  officers,  upon  all  bu* 
liqess  respecting  an  effective  system  of  co-opera- 
tion; and  I  hope  that  these  powers  wiU  be  farther 
Enlarged,  both  as  to  execution  and  deliberation. 

The  courier  which  was  sent  ta  the  marquis  of 
Romana  will  have  undoubtedly  carried  an  order  to 
communicate  freely  with  general  sir  John  Moore. 

I  cannot  finish  without  thanking  your  excellency 
for  the  attention  with  which,  at  a  first  conferenoe, 
you  listened  to  the  particulars  of  a  representation 
io  disagreeable. 

I  beg,  8cc.  &c. 

J.  Ht  Fli£BE. 

Contrary  to  the  matiner  in  which  the  British  ge- 
neral received  the  matter  subo>ttted  to  him  by  the 
British  minister,  tlie  following  answer  was  returned 
From  the  supreme  jiinta  of  Spain,  exercising  sovc* 
-eign  powers. 


Most  excellent  sir, 

I  have  laid  before  the  supreme  rulti^  Mr.  d«  Gmj 
lUUte  of  the  HiogA^m  the  Weycmr  excellency  was ^^^"^^^ 
[>l^ased  to.  add«8is  to  me  yestetday,  rehtti^  to  the  ^  ^®^- 
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^M.  l^'  ^^^^Ofiplaint  *  made  to  you  by  sip  John  Moon^  wtt 
regard  to  the  state  of  ignorance  in  whidi  be  n 
kept  with  respect  to  the  number  and  poationi  af 

Bfr.  d«Oamy        .  ,  ,  ,  •  ^. 

toifr.Freie.     the  enemy^  and  to  the  events  and  operatK^is  of  a 

armies. 

Of  the  evacuation  of  Valladoltd,  which  was  wl 
a  military  movement,  the  supreme  junta  knows » 
thing ;  neither  of  the  particulars  of  an  actui  ■ 
which  one  of  the  divisions  of  the  army  ciBxtam 
dura  was  concerned.  The  same  is  the'ctaetriA 
regard  to  the  details  of  the  operations  of 
Blake ;  who  states  that  he  has  had  two  enj 
— the  one  of  which  was  in  favour  of  our  arm%  oi 
the  other,  though  of  no  great  advantage  tothec* 
my,  obliged  him  to  retreat  to  Reynosa. 

Each  of  the  generals  had  received  positive  ddes 
from  the  junta,  which  are  now  reiterated  to  tfai 
by  extraordinary  couriers,  to  communicate  widi  Ab 
English  general,  and  to  act  in  concert  with  hidL-^ 
His  majesty  would  receive  the  highest  satiaftclif 
if  sir  John  Moore  could  appear  personally  at  Aut 
juez  or  at  Madrid,  to  make  such  observational  tfi 
to  adjust  those  points  which  he  thinks  might 
duce  to  the  removal  of  those  circumstances 
appear  contrary  to  the  good  understanililig^ -iriijl 
which  might  produce  all  the  effect  that  may  faeifr 
pected  from  our  union  with  the  great  poiqer  «fett 
M-ith  such  generosi^  affords  us  assbtsnc^ 


UNDEtt  SIR  JOIE^  MOORE. 


US 


Ae  junta  couW  tiot  see  (fisappoiiited  or  weakened  ^JJJ^ 
without  the  greatest  regret    This,  however,  could  ^^"^'^C^ 
liot  happen,  if,  actih^g  in  concert,  and  with  a  perfect     Vowb^. 
harmony,  we  avail  ourselves  of  a  speedy  union  of  toMr.Fwie. 
-the  forces,  to  complete  the  destruction  of*  the  ene- 
imy,  and  of  his  plans ;   if  the  English  troops  form- 
ing a  junction  with  the  left  of  our  army,  we  com- 
pose a  formidable  body  of  70,000  infantry  and  6000 
cavalry,  a  fbice  with  which  we  should  be  certain 
of  the  blow,  and  which  we  never  could '  be  by  any 
different  conduct. 

Then  the  generous  efforts  of  our  ally,  Engknd, 
would  complete  the  work;  under  whose  happy  and 
auspicious  commencement  the  eternal  friendship 
and  alliance  by  which  the  two  nations  are  for  ever 
to  be  united,  began ;  so  that  neither  interest  nor 
policy  will  ever  be  sufficient  to  break  the  bonds  by 
which  they  are  united.  '       ' 

When  I  spoke  to  your  excellency  with  rq;ard  to 
general  Castanos,  I  had  the  honour  to  explain  to 
you  the  strong  and  political  motives  that  existed 
for  acting  as  we  had  done.  Your  excellency  was 
convinced;^  and  it  was  then  determined  that  he^ 
should  not  quit  the  command  until  the  arrival  of 
the  marquis  de  la  Romana. .  In  this  there  has  been 
no  secret;  nor  should' there  be  any,  however  im- 
piortant  it  may  be,  with  regard  to  the  minister  of^la 
ftiendly  ixation,  towirdiJ^#hDin  the  junta  feda  the 
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BOOK  m.  greatest  personal  esteem  and  considenujo!,  iDd^ 

^"^jj*^^^  pendent  of  his  official  character. 
Not^nber.        The  junta. knew  of  the  enemy's,  entry  iato  YiSk 

to  Bfi;  twS    dolid,  and  afterward^  of  the  evaooatioii  of  thaU^ 

by  the  French  troops,  who  made  but  ibl  very  short 
stay  there.  General  Morla  is  appointed  to  feat 
with  the  English  generals,  to  qgree  uj^on  the  3im» 
sary  plans  and  operations,  anjd  to  give:mSanaili6m 
of  them  to  the  supreme  junta ;  proceeding  Jmw* 
diately  to  the  execution  of  those  aaeaauies  iMk 
are  urgent  and  peremptory. 

I  have  now  only  to  assure  your  exodHBOCgut^ 
particular  satisfaction  and  pleasure. Iiderived.fiw 
hearing  your  remarks  on  these  matters^  which  W 
to  this  our  first  conference.  I  shall  be  Te94y  toifr 
peat  it,  with  pleasure,  as  often  as  your  txcfJlpWiy 
may  think  proper ;  either  at  your  hous^  or.  ivteB* 
ever  else  you  may  choose  to  appoint.  la  Ae mNR 
time,  I  am,  &c. 

Mahtin  d£  GrAiAi^-.. 

The  effect  produced,  by  these  commuBicatifaitlp 
the  mind  of  the  British  general,  seem  to:he^j4K 
most  extraordinary  kind.  .  ,  ,^. 

According  to  the  Narrative,  disgusted  :9aj^  ^P 
minister  of  his  own  government,  and  with.^^jjjf 
the  allies,  without  information  or  naeans  of  fl|||fil' 
ii^g it,he  refused  an  uxvitation of  the,latter ^^Ifpl 


■/ 
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liimself  of  every  means  in  the  capital  of  Spain,  and 
'  then  applied  himself  to  the  former,  of  whom  he  had 
conceived,  it  would  appear^  not  only  the  worst,  but 
the  most  contemptible,  opinion  !  Even  the  Narra^ 
tive,  ceasing  its  remarks  in  this  place,  has  recourse 
to  the  most  jejeune  topics  of  biography  to  fill  up 
an  evident  hiatus  in  its  memoirs  of  this  period  of 
the  campaign.* 

*  That  these  incidents  however  placed,  are  ndC  ilinong  th<$ 
most  interesting  efforts  of  biographyi  it  is  by  no  means  the  intai-^ 
tion  of  the  writer  to  contend,  any  tnore  than  he  would  against  the 
agreeable  and  intelligent  pages  of  Boswellw  But,  in  the  grave  nar- 
rative of  a  campaign,  which  is  avowedly  and  in^Krativdy  vrrit^eh 
to  direct  future  historians,  it  must  evidently  require  somethirig 
more  than  the  following  reasons  for  a  great  general,  dissatisfied 
with  the  means  of  intelligence  which  he  possessed,  refusing  to 
avail  himself  of  the  best  when  offered  to  him^  I^or  is  -it  surely  ^ 
too  much  to  say,  of  one  who  certainly  judged  witirsiifficient  harsh- 
ness of  others>  that  with  the  exception  of  *'  writing,''  of  which 
the  utility  is  not  made  manifest,  or,  at  least,  that  it  might  not  have 
been  equally  performed  by  the  humblest  secretary,  a  diary  not 
inferior  might  be  obtained  from  the  gayest  haunts  of  fashion,  or 
the  junior  subalterii  of  the  army. 

Speaking  of  the  invitation  of  the  Spanish  government  to  go  to 
Aranjuez  or  Madrid,  Mr.  James  Moore,  in  his  Narrative,  thus , 
observes : 

"  His  occupations  were  too  important  to  admit  of  such  an  in*^ 
temiption ;  and  the  quantity  of  business  he  transacted  may  be  con* 
ceived  from  the  manner  in  which  his  time  was  daily  employed. 

"  He  always  rose  between  three  and  four  in  the  morning,  light* 
ed  his  fire  and  candle  by  a  lamp  which  was  placed  in  his  room# 
and  employed  himself  in  writing  till  eight  o'clock,  when  the  offi-* 
cers  of  the  family  were  assembled  for  breakfiut. 

VOL.  III.  t 
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CAUFAIGMB  IN  t)PA]      AND  POBTUOAL. 

In  this  state  of  mind  the  general  appears  to  have 
written  tbe  foIloM'ing  elegant  thougli  incoherent 
despatches,  which  are  thus  given  in  the  most  ao- 
tbentic 


Salamanca,  Nw.  24,  1809. 

My  lord, 
to'tortc^^  I  had  the  honour,  upon  tlie  I7th  iV 

"^^  stant,  to  receive  your  lordship's  despatches  of  the 

2d,  conveyed  to  me  by  a  king's  messenger. 

My  letter  from  Lisbon,  of  the  27  th  October, 
would  apprise  your  lordship  that,  having  conciuded 
every  arrangement  there,  I  was  about  to  follow  the 
.  troops  then  already  upon  their  march  into  Spain. 
As  I  travelled  with  my  own  horses,  and  was  oeces- 


"  After  breakfant  he  rei-eived  the  general  officers  and  all  per- 
sona with  whom  he  had  business,  and  the  necessary  orden  wen 
inaed.  His  pen  was  frequently  in  liis  hand  in  the  forenoon  alwt 
for  he  wrAte  all  his  letters  himself.  He  always  nxle  before  din- 
ner for  an  hour  or  two,  either  lo  vifw  the  troops  or  tu  recooiUHlK 
the  country. 

"HiiUble  was  plentifiil,  and  the  company  varied  Uom  Urn- 
leen  to  twenty  officers ;  he  was  a  very  plain  and  moderate  «ta 
and  seldom  drank  more  than  three  or  four  glasses  of  wine  (■»• 
▼ersing  with  his  officers  with  great  frankness  and  chuvrfulness.— 
His  portfolio  was  usually  opened  again  before  he  went  to  bed; 
but,  nnlest  kept  up  by  business,  he  never  sat  up  later  than  tot 
o'clock. 

"  By  this  regularity  and  usidoity  all  his  afiairs  wei«  i 
with  o.'der,  and  without  procrattinalion." 
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sarily  detained  by  business  at  different  places  upon    ^2?]^  ^^• 
tlie  road,  I  did  not  reach  Salamanca  until  the  13th. 


CHAP.  Y. 
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On  the  day  following  the;  regiments  began  to  arrive,     November. 

1  .  •  11-1^  •      1  •  Sir  John  Moore 

and  contmued  daily  to  come  m  by  corps  m  succes-  to  lord  Cutie. 

re&ch 

sion.  The  three  divisions  of  infantry  which  march- 
ed under  lieutenant-general  Fraser,  major-generals 
Paget  and  Beresford,  are  now  all  here,  together 
with  one  brigade  of  artillery,  which,  with  itifinite 
difficulty  followed  the  road  by  Abrantes  and  Castle 
Branco.  One  brigade  of  infantry,  which  left  Lisbon 
last,  is  still  absent.  It  is  employed  in  the  escort 
of  the  ordnance,  and  the  other  stores  which  are  for- 
warding for  the  service  of  tjie  army. 

The  troops  have  performed  their  march  well,  in 
spite  of  very  bad  weather,  and  the  worst  roads  4 
ever  saw.  Their  appearance  now  is  as  good,  and 
their  fitness  for  service  much  better,  than  when  they 
left  Lisbon.  Their  conduct  upon  the  marcli,  and 
since  their  arrival  here,  has  been  exemplary.  All 
this  does  them  honour,  and  marks  strongly  the  care 
and  attention  of  the  generals  and  officers  who  con- 
ducted the  marches,  and  who  are  in  the  immediate 
command  of  the  troops. 

Lieutenant-general  Hope,  with  the  corps  which 
marched  from  Badajos  in  the  direction  of 'Madrid, 
will  arrive,  with  the  head  of  that  division,  at  Are- 
valo  on  the  25tli,  where  I  have  ordered  it  to  halt 
and  to  close  up.    The  first  of  the  troops  under  sir 
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David  Baird,  from  Comnnay  reached  Astorga  od 
^8^^   the  13th;  and  the  whole,  including  the  7th,  10&, 
November,     ^^j  j^^j^  diaffoons,  Will  bc  assembled  ^there  aboot 

S'r  John  Moort  ^  . 

totofdCasUc    the  jSfth  of  December;  before  which  time,  gsmai 

Hope's  corps  will  also  be  collected  at  Arevalo. 

If  we  are  not  interrupted,  the  junction  of  tk 
army  will  be  effected  early  in  the  next  xnradL 
But  the  French,  after  beating  the  army  of  Eatit 
niadura,  are  advanced  to  Burgos.  General  Bhk^i 
army,  in  Biscay,  has  been  defeated,  dispersedli  and 
its  officers  and  soldiers  are  flying  in  every  direction; 
and  the  armies  of  Castanos  and  Paiafox,  on  the 
£bro  and  Alagon,  are  at  too  great  a  distance  to 
render  me  the  smallest  assistance.  Under  audi 
circumstances,  the  junction  of  this  army  beoomei 
exceedingly  precarious,  and  requires  to  be  con- 
ducted with  much  circumspection.  Should  the 
French  advance  upon  us  before  it  is  effected,  &f 
David  Baird  must  retire  upon  Corunna,  and  I  shil 
be  forced  to  fall  back  upon  Portugal^  or  to  join 
general  Hope,  and  retire  upon  Madrid. 

The  information  which  your  lordship  mint 
already  be  in  possession  of,  renders  it  perhaps  1m 
necessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  state,  lyf  afiaia 
in  Spain^  so  different  from  that  which  was  to  he 
expected  from  the  reports  of  the  officers  empIqvQ^ 
at  the  head-quarters  of  the  different  Spanish  armieL 
They  seem  all  of  them  to  have  been,  most  miaenUf 
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deceived;  for,  until  lately,  and  sihce  the  arrival  of  ®f„^J^ ™V 
Mr.  Stuart  and  lord  William  Bentinck,  at  Madrid,  '''^^^^^ 
and  of  colonel  Graham,  at  the  central  army,  no     NoTcmber. 

'  ■  Sir  Jolm  MooEt 

Tust  representation  seems  ever  to  have  been  trans-  to  lotd  CatUe- 
mitted.  Had  tlie  real  strength  and  composition  of 
the  Spanish  armies  been  known,  the  defenceless 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  character  of  the  cen- 
tral government,  I  conceive  that  Cadiz,  not  Co- 
runna,  would  have  been  chosen  for  the  disem- 
barkation of  the  troops  from  England ;  and  Seville 
or  Cordova,  not  Salamanca,  would  have  been 
selected  for  the  proper  place  for  the  assembling  of 
this  army. 

The  Spanish  government  do  not  seem  ever  to 
have  contemplated  the  possibility  of  a  second  attack, 
and  are  certainly  quite  unprepared  to  meet  that 
which  is  now  made  upon  them.  Their  armies  are 
inferior  even  in  number  to  the  French.  That  which 
Blake  commanded,  including  Romana^s  corps,  did 
not  exce^  37,000.  A  great  proportion  of  these 
were  peasantry.  The  armies  of  Castanos  and  Pala- 
fox  united  do  not  now  exceed  40,000,  and  are  not, 
I  suspect,  of  a  better  description ;  and  until  lately 
they  were  much  weaker. 

In  the  provinces,  no  armed  force  whatever  exists, 
either  for  immediate  protection,  or  to  reinforce  the 
armies.    The  French  cavalry  from  Bufgos,  in  small 

*     .  ■ 

detachments,  are  over-running  the  j)rovincc  of 
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^-^TTXIT**^  ants  submit  without  the  least  resistance.     The  eu- 
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November,     thusiasm,  of  which  we  heard  so  much,  no  where 

Sir  John  Moore  ...  i  t  i.   i* 

to  lord  caatie-    appears;  whatever  goodwill  there  is,  (and  I  beheve 

amongst  the  lower  order  there  is  a  great  deal)  is 
taken  no  advantage  of. 

I  am  at  this  moment  in  no  communication  with 
any  of  the  generals  commanding  the  Spanish  ar- 
mies.    I  am  ignorant  of  their  plans,  or  of  those  of 
the  government.    General  Castanos,  with  whom, 
after  repeated  application,  I  was  desired  to  com* 
municate,  for  the  purpose  of  combining  the  opeipp 
tions  of  the   British  army,   was  deprived  of  liis 
command  at  the  moment  I  had  begun  my  corres- 
pondence with  him.    The  marquis  of  Romana,  who 
is   appointed   his  successor,  is  still  at  Santander. 
Whatever  weight  the  marquis  may  have,  when  he 
Assumes  the  command,  general  Castanos  had  very 
little  J    the  generals  intrigued  against  him ;   and 
civil  commissaries  sent  by  the  supreme  junta,  with- 
out any  plan  (jf  their  own,  served  no  other  pur- 
pose but  to  excite  dissension,  and  to  controul  his 
actions.     In  this  state  of  things,  it  is  difficult  for 
me  to  form  any  plan  for  myself)  beyond  the  as- 
sembling of  the  army.    I  shall  then  be  in  a  state  to 
undertake  something ;  and  if  the  Spaniards^  roused 
by  their  misfortunes,  assemble  round  us,  and  be- 
come once  more  enthusiastic  and  determined,  there 

,  .  «         V       •   •  • 
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may  still  be  hopes  of  repelling  the  French.     It  i$  ^^^^f  "^ 
my  wish  to  lay  l>efore  your  lordship,  for  the  iafor-    ^^^^^^ 
mation  of  government,  things  exactly  as  they  are;     ?i«ww*«- 
it  answers  no  good  purpose  to  represent  them  other^  ^^^ 
wise;  for  it  is  thus  that  we  must  meet  theoo.     I 
feel  no  despondency  in  myself,  nor  do  I  wi3h  to 
excite  any  in  others,  but  our  situation  is  likely  soon 
to  become  an  arduous  one. 

Reverses  must  be  expected — and,  though  I  s^m 
confident  this  army  will  always  do  its  duty,  yet 
ultimate  success  will  depend  more  upon  the  Spa- 
niards themselves,  and  their  enthusiastic  devotion 
to  their  cause,  than  on  the  efforts  of  the  British ; 
M'hoi  without  such  aid,  are  not  sufficiently  nume- 
rous to  resist  the  armies  which  will  be  immediately 
opposed  to  them. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

John  Moore. 


SttlaTnati^a,  Nov.  2\,  I  SOS. 

My  lord, 

I  have  been  so  much  occupied  with  the  f^Ji^^ci^jJll' 
business  of  the  army,  that  I  have  trusted  to  ^f  r.  '^**' 
Frere,  Mr.  Stuart,  and  lord  William  BentidcH,  Xo 
convey  to  your  lordship  a  just  representation  of 
the  state,  civil  and  military,  of  this  country.  This 
army  is  certainly  too  much  adventured,  ^nd  risks 
to  be  brought  kito  action  before  it  is  united^  and 
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Sir  Joho  Moore 
to  lord 


^^cD^.  ^^   before  its  stores,  ammimitiQii,  &c«  are  braii|^fiv> 

ward  to  enable  it  to  act.     I  never  aadentood  ik 
meaning  of  the  Spanish  geoenh^   ia  aqwatiig 
their  armies,  beyond  oommtinicAtioiiy  cm  each  flak 
of  the  French;  but  I  gare  tfaem  credit  tfaatlkv 
plans  were  calculated  upon  their   stredgth,  ni 
framed  upon  a  knowledge  of  cxHintfy;  and  odv 
circumstances  of  which  I  was  ignorant;  and,  a 
they  proposed  Burgos,  1  certainly  thoagbt  I  wa 
perfectly  safe  in  assembling  the  army  at  Salaniaaa: 
but  if  I  had  had  sooner  a  conception  of  the  wedc- 
ness  of  the  Spanish  armies,  the  defenodess  state  of 
the  country,  the  apparent  apathy  of  the  people^  and 
the  selBsh  imbecility  of  the  government^  I  shoali 
certainly  have  been  in  no  haste  to  enter  Spain,  or 
to  have  approached  the  3cene  of  action,  until  ftm 
army  was  united,  and  every  preparatory  arralige' 
ment  made  for  its  advance.    After  I  was  here^  and 
the  troops  were  landed  at  Corunna,  it  was  too  latt 
to  retire;  though  I  fear  it  may  prove  the  wisert 
thing  I  could  have  done ;   for  I  see  nothing  that 
has  a  chance  of  resisting  the  force  that  is  now 
brought  against  this  country.    There  seems  neither 
to  be  an  army,  generals,  nor  a  government;    t 
cannot  calculate  the  power  of  a  whole  people  de« 
termined  and  enthusiastic,  if  persons  are  broi^|bfc^'. 
forward  with  ability  to  direct  it ;   but,  at 
nothing  of  this  kind  appears,  and  yet  I ' 


.•^' 


rt, 


iither  chance  Spain  has  of  resistance.  We  are  here  ®  ^w/™' 
by  ourselves,  left  to  manage  the  best  way  we  can,  ^"^^Jp^ 
without  communication  with  any  othir  army :  no     Nw^mber. 

•^  "^  Sir  Jofm  BfoQie 

knowledge  of  the  strength  or  position  of  the  ienemy,  to  loiti  CMtfo- 1 
but' what  we  can  pick  up  in  a  country  where  we 
ace  strangers,  and  in  complete  ignorance  of  the 
plans  or  wishes  of  the  Spanish  government.  In- 
deed, as  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  junta,  alarmed  at 
their  situation^  which  they  might  have  foreseen 
and  obviated,  are  incapable  of  forming  any  plan, 
or  of  coming  to  any  fixed  determination.  I  have 
of  course  communicated  my  sentiments'  to  Mr.  - 
f  rere,  and  in  a  late  letter  have  plainly  told  him, 
that  the  ruin  of  the  Spanish  cau%  seemed  to  me  so 
inevitable,  that  it  would  very  soon  become  my  duty 
to  consider  alone  the  safety  of  the  British  army,' and 
withdraw  it  from  the  contest  which  risked  its  de- 
structiou,  without  the  prospect  of  doing  the  least 
good.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  in  constant  com- 
munication with  sir  David  Baird  and  general  Hope. 
Every  thing  is  forwarding  from  Corunna  and  Lis- 
bon, that  we  can  want,  as  fast  as  the  natural 
difficulties  of  the  countries  through  which  they 
pass,  and  the  scanty  means  of  conveyance  they 
afford,  will  allow.  Every  effort  shall  be  exerteci.  on 
my  part,  and  that  of  the  officers  with  me,  to  unite 
4he  army.  But  your  lordship  must  be  prepared  to 
iiear  that  we  have  jiailed  >  fbr^  situated  as  we  are^         .    . 
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^?^AF.  v"'   success  cannot  be  comthatuled  by  any  e£FQrt$  lire 

^-^^v^]"*-^  can  make,  if  the  enemy  are  prepared  to  oppoae  us. 

Nwfmber.     J  am  without  a  shilling  of  money  to  pay  the  army 

Sif  John  Moore  ^  r   ^  nf 

to  ipr4  CaHie-    their  subsistence,  and  L  am  in  daily  apprehension 

1€Agh. 

that,  from  the  want  of  it,  oqr  supplies  will  be  stop* 
ped.  The  500,000  dollars  your  lordship  mentions^ 
sir  David  Baird  considered  as  sent  to  him ;  hede* 
tained  them,  and  has  nearly  expended  them.  Tbft 
money  which  it  is  possible  to  procure  at  Madnd^ 
and  in  other  towns  of  Spain,  is  quite  trifling,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  describe  the  embarrassment  we 
are  thrown  into  from  the  want  of  this  essential 
article ;  nothing  but  abundance  of  money,  and 
.  prompt  payments,  will  compensate,  when  we  b^ 
gin  to  move,  for  the  want  of  experience  and  ability 
of  our  commissariat.  Mr.  Erskine  is  still  at  lisboi^ 
confined  to  his  bed  with  the  gouL  There  must  be 
a  change  in  the  head  of  this  department:  your 
lordship  seems  to  have  misunderstood  me ;  assis- 
tants can  easily  be  procured  every  where,  but  it  is 
a  man  of  ability  to  direct,  that  is  wanted.  And!, 
believe  me,  my  lord,  that  it  is  essentially  necessaigr 
to  find  one  if  this  army  is  kept  together,  even  if|  to 
do  it,  you  deviate  from  the  common  line,  and  place 
a  man  as  the  head,  who  has  never  before  been 
in  the  department ;  but  I  beg  to  be  understood^ 
that,  unless  the  change  is  essentially  for  the  betto; 
it  will  do  more  harm  than  good*    The 
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which  have  already  taken  place  have  only  *^;^  ^ 
tended  to  puzzle  us  the  more,  for  Mr.  Kj^pnei^y  ^'^^^^^ 
is  a   very   respectable  man,    and  is  at  lea^t  a§     VorpoAn. 

Sir  Jjohn  M<)oro 

good  as  any  of  his  collegues  in  the  departipi^t  tohtAQOfh- 
I  have  transmitted  to  Mr.  £rs)cine  copies  of  l^ir. 
Harrison's  and  Mr.  Burgman's  letters,  which  ac- 
companies your  despatches ;  but  I  doubt  if  money 
to  any  considerable  amount  can  be  procured  in  any 
part  of  Spain ;  and  your  lordship  must  be  prepared 
to  supply  it  from  England.  Provisions  can  be  of 
no  use  to  us,  unless  we  were  acting  upon  the  cos^t; 
it  would  be  impossible,  when  at  a  distance,  to  h^ve 
tliem  conveyed  to  us,  or  to  find  the  means  qf  t)ieir 
accompanying  the  movement  of  th^  troops.    It  i$ 

*      X 

my  intention  to  make  the  troops  find  their  own 
meat,  and  to  call  upon  the  commissary  for  |}read, 
wine,  and  forage  only*  This  would  be  %(tqided 
with  many  good  effects,  besid[es  easing  the  pon^mia- 
sariat.  The  troops  would  be  satisfied  wi|h  |es3 
meat,  and  would  gradually  learn  to  live  upon  what 
the  country  produced  in  greates^t  abundance;  bijt,  to 
adopt  this  plan,  I  n^ust  be  certain  of  money  to  p^ 
them,  whif:h  at  present  I  am  not. 

With  respect  to  th^  officers  employed  with  t^e 
armies,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  though  prqbably 
not  intentionally,  tl^tt  they  have  done  har^ii  a^  ^l^f 
intelligence  they  have  <K>nYeyed  has,  tfPfjif^ip^P' 
ceive :  for  nothing  can  differ  more  from  the  real 
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^?^f.  l^'  ^***^  of  Spain,  the  strength,  condition,  and  compo- 
^<^^v^^  sition  of  its  armies,  than  all  the  representations  I 

1808a 

November,     have  ever  read,  which  they  had  sent. 
totoi^CiiS^      Major-general  Leith  is  an  old  acqudntance  of 
"^^  mine,  and  he  perfectly  deserves  the  character  you 

give  of  him ;  although  from  letters  I  have  seen 
from  him,  I  think  he  has  in  some  instances  mis- 
taken the  purposes  of  his  mission.  ^At  present  he 
can  be  of  little  use  with  a  dispersed  army  ;  and  as,, 
from  the  general-officers  who  left  us,  we  are  in 
want  of  officers  to  command  the  brigades,  I  trust 
you  Will  approve  of  my  having  ordered  him  to  join 
sir  David  Baird  ;  he  will  leave  one  of  the  officers 
attached  to  him  to  carry  on  the  correspondence. 

(This  passage  contains  observations  on  the  abili- 
ties of  several  individuals^  Spanish  and  British^  very 
important  for  ministers,  but  not  proper  for  the 
public  eye.) 

The  British  officers  employed  with  the  Spanish 
armies  should  confine  themselves  to  their  duty,  to 
transmit  faithful  statements  of  all  that  passes,  but 
should  keep  aloof  from  all  cabals  or  intrigues.  I 
have  no  uneasiness  about  the  relative  rank  I  should 
hold  when  serving  with  the  Spanish  generals, 
though  perhaps  it  will  be  right  for  the  British 
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government  to  stipulate  something  upon  this  head.  ^^^^™- 
My  situation  at  the  head  of  so  lai]ge  a  British  force  ^^^Jvp^' 
will  always  give  me  sufficient  influence.     The  tone     Nwwbw. 

'  .,.  Sir  John  Moow 

of  my  letter  to  general  Castanos  was  conciliatory,  to  lord  CMtb- 
and  tending  to  convey  that  I  considered  him  as 
chief  of  the  Spanish  army,  the  person  whose 
wishes  I  desired  to  follow,  and  begged  him  to 
communicate  them  to  me.  I  shall  adopt  the  same 
style  in  my  correspondence  with  the  marquis  of 
Romana.  I  perfectly  feel  the  power  I  have,  as 
commanding  an  auxiliary  force,  to  depart  from  any 
plan  I  disapprove;  but  this  need  not  be  produced 
unless  required  :  it  is  natural  that  the  commander 
of  the  Spanish  army  should  be  considered  as  the 
commander  of  the  whole.  What  I  have  stated  in 
my  official  despatch  of  the  cpnduct  of  the  troops, 
is  not  more  than  they  deserve :  nothing  can  ex- 
ceed their  behaviour:  it  i^  the  surprise  and  admi- 
ration  of  the  Spaniards.  (At  Almeida  was  the  only 
exception.) 

One  of  the  soldiers  who  was  sentenced  to  be 
hanged  by  a  court-martial,  I  ordered  to  be  exe- 
cuted ;  and  I  spoke  my  mind  pretty  freely  to  botli 
the  officers  and  soldiers  as  I  passed  Almeida.  I 
hope  this  will  have  a  good  effect;  and  that  when 
they  join  the  army,  they  will  behave  better.  Bri* 
gadier-general  Charles  ^tuart  is  with  general  Hope. 


158  CAHPAIOMS  IV  STAXW  Jk*»  TOtKVOAL. 

BOOKiQ.  I  forwarded  his  letter  to  him  ;  and  I  heumd 
^j^-^f^^     accounts  both  of  him  and  of  die  cavaJiy. 
■»<«■*«•  I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c. 

JOHW  Moou. 


Sahmmtn.  S5A  Norn.  1801 

^      My  lord, 

In  answer  to  your  lordship's  letta,  * 
closing  the  copy  of  a  warrant  ibr  the  asseidbfiiigi 
court  of  inquiry  to  investigate  the  cirxzumstiUiii 
under  which  the  late  convention  in  Portugil  m 
concluded,  I  have  odly  to  say,  that  I  faope^  in  v 

'  middle  of  such  operations  as  I  a!m  at  present  il 
gaged  in,  I  shall  not  be  desired  to  send  boM  A 
adjutant  and  quarter- master-geuera  Is  of  tbefldM^ 
the  two  officers  upon  whom  hinges  the  wholcfV 
ness  of  the  army.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  riiP^ 
dwell  upon  such  a  subject;  the  members  nMF 
selves  must  be  sufficiently  acquunted  witii  theii 
convenience  which  must  attend  such  a  measure  U 
me,  and  the  injuiy  which  it  will  occasion  to  tht 
ser\ice.  I  trust  that  the  court  and  parties  wffl 
either  dispense  with  the  evidence  of  these  officei^ 
or  that  they  will  send  out  the  questions  which  ^tj 
wish  to  be  answered ;  when  they  can  be  takdl 
upon  Oath  here,  before  the  deputy  judge-advocal? 
of  the  army. 
Indeed,  from  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
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tmgadier-geiieral  Clintou  anrf  colonel  Murray  can  ®^^J^.^^ 
give,  I  should  think  this  method  might  be  adopted  ^"^^T^C^ 
with  equal  advantage  to  all  the  parties  :  but,  at  any     NatwOwr. 

.  .  Sir  J^lm  Mp«ft 

rate,  if  this  cannot  be,  I  hope  the  inquiry  will  be  totoiiiCitU0- 

reagba 

put  off  until  quieter  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moore. 


Salamanca,  2M  Nop.  iSOS. 

My  lord, 

1  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  lord-  t^Mv^Z^ 
Atp's  letter,  mentioning,  that  it  had  been  deter-  ^^^^ 

mined  to  send  sir  John  Craddock  to  command  in 

f 
Portugal,  in  consequence  of  sir  Harry  Burrard's  re^ 

call ;  but  that  his  superior  rank  was  not  to  interfere 

with  my  command  of  the  army  in  the  field,  in  the 

event  of  the  British  army  falling  back  on  Portugal. 

Sir  Harry  Burrard  sent  an  order  to  major  general 

Mackenzie,  now  with  sir  David  Baird,  but  who 

belongs  to  the  staff  of  Portugal,  to  go  to  Lisbon  to 

take  the  command  upon  his  departure ;  but,  as  the         '< 

commotions  which  your  lordship  mentions  are  long 

since  quelled,  and  as  Portugal  is  perfectly  tranquil, 

I   have  taken  upon  me  to  detain  major-general. 

Mackenzie  with  sir  David  Baird,  who  is  much  in 

want  of  general  officers,  untilthe  arrival  of  geher  al 

Leith,  for  whom  I  have  sent  to  St.  Andero. 

I  am  not  prqiared  at  this  moment  to  answer  mi- 
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IiOTCiBbcr* 

Sir  John  Mooce 
to  lord  Caslle- 
r«»glu 


^!?Jif.  "^  nutely  your  lordship's  question  respectiiig  Ik  dcf* 
fence  of  Portugal;  but  I  can  ny  geneialiyi di 
the  frontier  of  Portugal  is  not  defensiUe  agraiti 
superior  force.  It  is  an  open  frontier,  all  tqtij 
rugged,  but  all  equally  to  be  penetrated.  If  Ae 
French  succeed  in  Spain,  it  will  be  vain  to  attai|i 
to  resist  them  in  Portugal.  The  PdrtugueieK 
without  a  military  force ;  and,  from  the  ezperictf 
of  their  conduct  under  sir  Arthur  Welleslejr,  nod^ 
pendence  is  to  be  placed  on  any  aid  they  can  gat 
The  British  must  in  that  event,  I  cx>ncetv^  iiin» 
diately  take  steps  to  evacuate  the  country.  Liahi 
is  the  only  port,  and  therefore  the  only  nhoe^ 
whence  the  army,  with  its  stores,  can  emhiL 
Elvas  and  Almeida  are  the  only  fbrtresate  oo  At 
frontier.  The  first  is,  I  am  told,  a  respectable  vodt 
Almeida  is  defective ;  and  could  not  hold  oat  \t 
yond  ten  days  against  a  regular  attack.  .  X4m 
ordered  a  dep6t  of  provisions,  for  a  short  consaaf* 
tion,  to  be  formed  there,  in  case  this  army  ahoril 
be  obliged  to  fall  back.  Perhaps  the  same  shodi 
be  done  at  Elvas.  In  this  case  we  might  di# 
the  progress  of  the  enemy,  whilst  the  stores  *I(W 
embarking,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  tdoif 
off  the  army.  Beyond  this,  the  defence  of 
or  of  Portugal,  should  not  be  thought  of. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

JoH^  MocHui. 


f 


••    V 


UTWDSRSfl-R  JOHN  MOOilfe-  '       '    '  lol 

OBAP»T«      . 

My  lord.  J  v.-;^vp-» 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  detained  the    T^oTembcr. 
inessenger  until  I  should  have  received  sfrbm  Ma^^  to^id  Castie^ 
drid,  Mr.  Frere's  despatches ;  but  I  Jbave  received 
no  answer  from  him  to  the  letters  I  wrote  to  him 
on  the  19th,  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  this  mea^ 
senger  from  England.    I  am  averse  to  detain  him 

m 

longer,  thinking  the  matter  contained  in  my  letters 
of  the  24th,  sufficiently  important  not  to  beildjIigeV 

^ »  ■  ' 

detained.    I  was  die  more  surprised  at  not  i:eceiving  -i 

any  from  Mr.  Frere,  as  he  should  be  able  €0  judgCf 
from  the  state  of  the  junta,  and  of  the  public  mind 
there,  what  efforts  are  likely  to  be  made  .to  oppose* 

• 

the  French ;  and  this  is  material  to  determine  tncf 
whether  to  fall  back  on  Portugal,  or  Mddrid,  in  ^ 
ease  such  measures  are  necessary.  If  I  am  obliged 
to  fall  back  befoje  my  junction  ^ith.sir  David 
Baird,  it  will,  I  think,  be  on  Portugal. .  After  the^ 
junction  I  am  inclined  t6  prefer  Madrid ;  unless  I 
..  plaiply  ^ee  that  the  game  is  up/ drid  resistaigie  on^ 
the  part  of  Spain  vaiai  If  we  i'emain'in  Spbin^. tod- 
many  cavalry  cannot  be  sent,:{is  thfe  French /cavalry 
are  numerous,  and  the  Spaniards  have  few  Or  iione. 
Yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  general  Leith,: 
from  Leon ; .  where  he  had  arrived  with  the  marquis 
of Romana,  .  -i  -: 

I  am  in  hopes  of  seeing  the  marquis  ofilomiina 
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Sir  John  llbore 


crtgh 


as  he  passes  to  Madrid ;  and   think  it  most  in- 

portant  that  I  should.    General  Blake  if  at  » 

great  distance  from  .  Leon ;    bat  I  bdieve  akM; 

to  1^  cattto.    without  any  part  of  his  force,  whidi  is  comdetdf 

dispersed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Abc 

JoHir  MoouL 

■■  •  m. 

Salamanea,  Nam.  SM  IM 

My  lord,  , 

Sir  John  Moore 

So  lord  Cartie-i  I  rcceived  yesterday  evening^  a  letter  fioa 

Mr.  Stuart,  inclosing  one  from  lieutenan^ccdoii 
Doyle,  from  Aranjuez,  announcing  the  total  defcit 
of  the  army  of  Cas  tanos  and  Palafbx  •  M j  JQQClioi 
with  sir  David  Baird,  which  was  always  extiCBHif 
doubtful,  although  I  was  determined  to  try  it^k 
become,  I  conceive,  quite  impracticable;  batV 
this  army  could  be  united,  after  the  8[>ecimelisif< 
have  had  of  the  very  little  resistance  ofiered  fay  th 
Spaniards,  what  chance  has  this  army  alone  of  i» 
sisting  the  formidable  numbers  which  will  be  imiB*^ 
diately  brought  against  it  ?  I  conceive  the  firttiA 
troops  were  sent  in  aid  of  the  Spanish  armies;  liiit 
not  singly  to  resist  France,  if  the  Spaniards  nMll^ 
no  efforts.  By  persevering  longer,  I  should  certiMp 
sacrifice  the  army,  without  benefiting^  Spaini**  't- 
have,  therefore,  determined  to  retire.  I :  Usiil^ 
ordered  sir  David  Baird  to  fall  back  on  ConBilL 
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and  general  Hope  to  endeavour,  byibrced  marches,   ®^2i?  J^^ 
to  join  me  at  this  place.    I  have  already  given  ^"^tJJ^*^ 
your  lordship  my  opinion,  that  Portugal  cannot  be     No^wnber. 
defended  against  a  superior  enemy ;  bnt  the  Spa-  toioi4Cuti#> 
niards  may  still  give  the  French  some  occup&tion ; 
and  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  the  swelling  of 
the  rivers,  &c.  may  prevent  the  French  from  push- 
ing us  much,  and  enable  me  to  stand  for  a  time. 
This  time  can  only  be  well  employed  in  withdrawing- 
the  army,  which  can  do  no  ^ood  here ;  but  which, 
if  the  Spaniards  rouse,  and  get  an  able  man  at  their 
head,  are  able  to  collect,  and  to  make  battle  from  the 
south.    If  landed  at  Cadiz,  we  may  still  be  useluL 
I  have  desired  sir  David^  therefore,  to  repair,  when 
embarked,  to  the  Tagus ;  and  I  should  hope  that 
your  lordship  will  immediately  order  a  sufficient 
numbeihof  transports  from  England  to  receive  the 
army.    When  I  left  Xisbon  there  teas  tonnage 
there  for  12,000  men.     It  is  by  landing  in  the  soutlt  * 
of  Spain,  that  now  we  can  be  of  any  use.    The 
Spaniards  have  failed  not  so  much  from  any  fault 
of  weakness  in  the  people,  as  from  thewant  of  en« 
ergy  and  ability  in  the  government     If  thi^  be 
overset,  and  men  of  great  talent  get  to  the  head, 
there  may  still  be  a  chance ;   and,  by  throwing  in 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  finally  with  this  army/ 
their  afiairs  may  be  retrieved.    It  is,  however,  iny* 
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^cH^f  ™'  possible,  after  what  we  have  seen,  to  be :?eqrs 

^^^^^  guine  on  this  subject. . 
November.        I  shall  probablv  have  an  opnortoiiity  ef  viiii 

Sir  John  Bloore  .    .  ri  .         .         ^ 

to  kNd  Cwde-    to  you  again  very  soon ;  biit  I  wias  aniciousiioctoi 

tain  Mr.  Vaughan,  who  carries  Hm,  and  n 
brought .  me  Mu  Stuart's  letter  from  Madrid 
shall  anxiously  wait  for  your  lordship's  ainywer,  J 
hope  to  find  that  the  dedsibn  I  faave-Aiadc  no 
the  approbation  of  his  majesty's  govemment;  ' ' 
I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c. 

JoaK  Mooaii 

P.  S.  I  shall  write  to  the  general  oomraandi 
in  Portugal,  to  embark  immediately  the  stoiti 
the  army;  and  to  send  provisions  to  Abiasl 
and  Oporto  for  this  army.  He  will  provai 
Elvas,  and  make  dispositions  to  aid  us.  in  oovcfi 
Lisbon.   *  .••*.-. 

In  the  same  spirit,  precisely/  sir  John  Mddm  i 
dressed  the  British  ministers*  in  Spain  :     .  r';    .  - 


Sir  J.  Moore  to 


SalaManca,  27ih  iVbv.  jaOl 

Sir, 
Mr."]^^" ''    •  I  had  the  honour  to  receive,  last  i^ghl 

letter  from  Mr,  Stuart,  of  the  S5th  in«tanty: 

•    ■       ■  ■  ...     A. 

.*  Mr»  Stuart  still  remained  in  an  ofHcial  capyclty. ; 


DNDEB  $IR  JOHN  MpO&£.    .  -^^ 

*  ■    • 

answer  tx)  that  which  I  addressed  io  you  porthe   *opK  W[. 

The  conversation  which  Mr.  Stuart  states  yoa  tp     NQvemb^. 
have  had  with  the  secretary  of  the  supreme  junta,  iit.ikt^    ' 
jind  the  remonstrances  with  which  you  have  fol- 
lowed  it  are,  perhaps,  as  much  as  can  be  done  by 
you  in  your  situation.    The  effect  produced  upon 
the  secretary,  and  the  measures  he  said  were  deter- 
mined, are  very  good,  if  we  were  looking  to  events  ^ 
six   months  hence;    but  the  situation  in  which 
we  are,  calls  for  something  more  efficient  and 
energetic. 

Madrid  is  threatened—-  the  French  have  de- 
jtroyed  one  army,  have  passed  the  Ebro,  and.are 
advancing  in  ^upe^'ior  pumbers  against  another: 
which,  from  its  composition  and  strength,  promises 
no  resistance,  but  must  either  retire,  or  be  over- 
whelmed. No  other  armed  force  exists  in  this 
country.  I  perceive  no  enthusiasm,  or  any  deter^ 
mined  spirit  amongst  the  people. 

The  French  cavalry,  e\'en  in  parties  jso  weak  as 
eleven  or  twelve  men,  enter  the  villages  in  Leon 
and  the  neighbouring  provinces,  ai^d  raise  contri- 
butions without  opposition.  • 

This  is  a  state  of  things  quite  different  fron;i  that 
conceived  by  the  British  governmentv^jffhei^  *hey 
determined  to  send  troops  to  the  assistance  of  Spam. 
It  was^^  not  expected  that  these  were  to  ^pe  alfoe 
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BOOK  in.  ^jtji  thg  whole  force  of  France  :  but  as  auxifianii 

CHAP*  ▼•  ^ 

^^-^^^^■^^  to  aid  a  people  who  were  believed  to  be  cntk- 
November,     siastic,  determined,  and  prepared  for  resistanoe. 
Bfr.  Freie.  It  becomes,  therefore,  a  question^  w^etha  Ae 

British  army  should  remain  to  be  attacked  in  ife 
return,  or  retire  from  a  couatiy  where  the  CQnia( 
from  whatever  circumstances,  has  become  unemol 
I  wish  to  throw  no  responsibility  off  mjid(  I 
which  properly  belongs  to  me. 

The  question  is  not  purely  a  military  ope.  t 
belongs  at  least  as  much  to  you  as  to  me  to  it 
cide  upon  it.  Your  communications  widi  tk 
Spanish  government,  and  the  opportunities  joi 
have  had  of  judging  of  the  general  state  of  At 
country,  enable  you  to  form  as^  just  an  estimate  ci 
the  resistance  that  is  likely  to  be  offered. 

You  are,  perhaps,   better  acquainted    with  Al 

views  of  the  British  cabinet ;   and  the  questioa  J| 

^  What  would  that  cabinet  direct,  were  they  upon  Ai 

1  spot  to  determine?   It  is  of  much  importance  tb 

I  ■  '  *  -  • 

-  this  should  be  thoroughly  considered  ;  it  is  con 

paratively  of  very  little,  on  whom  shall  rat  A 
greatest  share  of  responsibility^  I  am  willing  I 
take  the  whole,  or  a  part ;  but  I  am  very  MiiTtp 
to  know  your  opinion. 

The  movements  of  the  French  give  us  little  tin 
for  discussion.  As  soon  as  the  British  annj  hi 
ibrmed  a  junction,  I  must,  upon  the  supporitio 
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■  ■»' 
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■.■» 
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that  Castanos  is  either  beaten  or  retreated,  march   book  m. 

'  CRAP.  T. 

upon  Madrid,  and  throw  myself  into  the  heart  of  ^^-•••vr^^ 
Spain,  and  thus  run  all  risks,  and  share  the  fortunes     Norem^. 
of  the  Spanish  nation;,  or  I  must  fall  back  upon  m^/f^I^** 
'  Portugal. 

In  the  latter  case,  I  fall  back  upon  my  resourses, 
upon  Lisbon;  cover  a  country  where  there  is  a 
British  interest;  act  as  a  diversion  in  favour  of 
Spain,  if  the.  French  detach  a  force  against  me ; 
and  am  ready  to  return  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Spaniards,  should  circumstances  again  render  it 
eligible. 

By  marching  into  Spain,  I  detach  myself  from 
my  resources,  and  should,  probably,  be  able  to  take 
with  me  but  a  small  portion  of  the  military  stores 
I  have  brought  forward.  In  which  case  I  should 
not  be  able,  for  a  time,  for  much  contest.  But 
every  thing  could  be  sent  from  Lisbon  to  Cadiz^ 
and  thence  join  me. 

The  movement  into  Spain  is  one  of  greater 
hazard,  as  my  retreat  to  Cadiz  or  Gibraltar  must 
be  very  uncertain.  I  shall  be  entirely  in  the  power 
of  the  Spaniards ;  but  perhaps  this  is  worthy  of 
risk,  if  the ,  government  and  people  of  Spait  are 
thought  to  hav^  still  sufficient  energj-  and  the  pneanf 
jo  recover  from  their  dc;feats ;  and,  by  collecting 
in  tke  south,  be  able,  with  the  aid  of  the  British 

•    ■*  '  i       -         »    ■   '  '* 
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■  ■         * 

^ca^  ™-    *^"^y»  ^^  resist,  and  finally  repel,  .  the  fonnidiUi 
^^''■v^^^  attack  which  is. prepared. against. them*. 
November.        ji;  jg  impossible  not  to  wi^by  and  then  it  isnoc 

sir  J.  Mooie  to  *  ,    ^  m- 

Mr.  ¥m9.       difficult  n6t  to  hope,  that  the  Spanuudg  may  «  tf 

last  successful  in  a  struggle  which  docs. them. s 
much  honour.  They  are  a  fine  people ;  and,^  U 
they  fallen  into  more  able  hands/  would  .iM 
proved  themseh'es  fully  equal  to  the  contest.  Bnt 
I  much  fear  the  opportunity  is  now  past ;  and  dsl 
no  ^orts  they  are  likely  to  make  will  be  suffidcfl^ 
or  in  time,  to  stand  the  armies  th^  must  engpg& 
Upon  this  subject,  however,  I  cannot  be  veiy  <b 
cided,  and.  shall  be  most  happy  to -find  myd( 
mistaken. 

}  am^  &C.  &c. 

JoRir  Mooax*  ' 


My  dear  sir, 

i  Sir  J.  Moore  to  ^  ^^^""^  y^"   ^^^*  y^^^""  ^^^^^«"'        YoU  Wi| 

Mr.  Stuart.       scc  what  I  hayc  written  to  Mr.  Frere,  and  wiD 

I  hope,  think  with  me  on  the  necessity  of  deciding) 
question,  which,  surely,  alone,  he  being  in  th 
country,  I  could  not  with  propriety  decide  for  my 
self.  Whatever  be  the  decision,  I  shall  bel  guide 
by  events  in  the  execution  of  it.  ''      ' 

I  have  every  inclination  to  think   well  of  ill 
Spanish  cause  :  that  I  wish  it  well  is  Ynbst  certaiii 
Ij;  .1  and  that  I  shall  be  most  proud  to  give' it  eFeiy  u 


I 

ifk  my  power.    But  really,  so  little  abiUly  bat  bcea  ^^^^  ^ 
4feplayed  by  the  govemmeut,  9^  by  those  emf^js^  ^^^^oT^ 
|o  dhrect  th^r  armies  ;•  •  thefi?  appears  so  inucb  ^  ^?'S*^ 
apathy  m  the  peoj^k,  and  so  little  means  prepare^  5r.«ftwR^  :*: 
for  resistance,  that  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  stan^        '^ 
agawst  the  enemy.    The  French  will  have  trouble-/      ' 
tpme  subjects ;  bu^  in  the  first  instance^  thc^y^jpoll   .y^g 
Imve  little   more  than  a  march  to  suj^r*^  **^   *^- 


lOKRitry*       ,  •  ^• 

jffonite  much  mpre  than^they  f>eribrm  ;  and  here 
we  hav«i  nt£  been  able  to  get  five  thousand  pounds^ 
The  house  you  mention  in  a  fonner  letter,  have 
inoney,  but  will  not  give.  it. 

Sir  David  Baird,  upon^  some  false  intelligence 
that  the  French  had  collected  a  large  force  at  Rio 
^o  and  Ampudia,  has  taken  measures  to  retreat, 
but  I  shall  be  able  to  stop  him ;  and  I  hope  by  the 
7th  or. 8th  of  December,  we  shall  be  able  to  make 
our  junction. 

I  hope  to  meet  Romana  on  his  passage  to  th$i 
.arpiy.  The  intelligence  w;i$  sent  to  Baird  by 
general  Blake.  The  French  have  many  friends  in 
this  C9unt|ry ;  it  is  from  them  that  a  thousand  re- 
ports are  daily  spread  to  the,  disadvantage  of  thf 

_  •   •    .     ^ 

good  cause. 

I  remfb,  &c. 


•'   •  ^      -  .i      1 : .  f/ 

John  Moore. 


170 


BOOK  EL         p.  5.      T        ^ 

1   > 


ft  ifgiiiiciit of  Gapraby, 
Dot  I  ^'aniwit  fad^ 
people  ot  nns  dcsciiptmi. 


J. 

V  tnu 

It  aui 


ic  gngnlar  tfisgort;  vUdi  is  «»  j 
ire  in  the  prcscni^  ciMiejjMMMiPTtrF^  i 
demonstr&tioii  in  the  po5t9crq»t  Id  tfa 
ter;  where  the  gmenTs  onlyr  caoaeft  o 
specified,  are,  an  offer  to  raise  a  r^imes 
Spanish  service,  and  being  mariicti  in  Eng 
But  what  is  worse  than  tbcae  personal 
bis  excellency,  under  the  impressions  wb 

I  been  shewn  seems  to  have  \*aociIlat)ed   t 

_  I 

j  gree  that  must  have  almost  unnerved  lui 

and  weakened  the  best  judgement  that  < 
employed ; — not  to  say  %irasted  moments, 
vigorous  operation  might  have  appalled  the 

>  and  intimidated  him  from  his  immediate  a 

I  to  the  capital. 

These  circumstances,  altogether,  occasic 
continuance  of  the  British  head-quarters  ; 
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to  describe;  the  more  painful^  from  the  difficulty  of  •fj^^ 
.  proving,  that  those  reverses  might  not^  at  least  in  ^"^^JJJ^^ 
iome  degree,  have  been  mitigated  by  a  more  active    Hovenber. 
ootiduct  of  the  British  army. 


•  *  ; 


>7t  CAiiPAiw,i!i»vW4f»:4MrF*piP?w«M* 

>  * '     ■' 


CHAP.  VI. 


■  * 


CONTINUED  OPERATIONS  OF  TH£  SPANISH  AtA 

New  military  Resources  of  Spain  caHedJartk^ 
1  Recapitulation. — Reverses  of  the  Spanish  Artfj 

continued. — Battle  of  Tudela.—^D^eat  €f  Sn 
Juan's  Corps  at  the  Puerta  of  the  Sierra  JtfSmM 

BOOK  III.       IT  really  affords  some  relief,  thoug^h  utihapplf 

vJi^^C^*^  a  painful  one,   to  turn  for  a  moment  Irom  dv 

November,     inactive  sceue  presented  by  the  British  aiunliaikik 

SpMtish  open-   fQ  ^i^g  second  course  of  operations  attempted  by  tic 

Spanish  armies. 

It  may  be  proper  just  to  recapitulate  the  iAiaam 
stances  which  preceded  the  unfortunate  afiair  tfail 
chiefly  affected  the  plans  of  sir  John  Mooit^  as  fe 
i^^  J  the  cotemporary  campaign  of  the  British  army. 

The  supreme  central  junta,  among  its  first  acbl 
as  has  already  been  seen,  appointed  a  new*  ooond 


! 


^-A 


^  J 

off  war.    The  result  of  itt  judgement  WJib  td  put  ill'  ^f^^^^^ 
qiotion  the  forces  of  Andalusia,  GrenadAj  ahd'Es*  ^'''•'tiC?^ 
tremadura,  to  raise  new  levies  t  to  si^d^boiM  rthfe'    irt»i^*#ito: 
vanquished  army  of  DapcAit,!aoc6rdiog  to  tUe^ftif^-^  tionk 
rassed  treaty  which  had  beeq  made ;  to  provide  !for  tbi^^  ' 

British  auiciliavy  anny.     In  consequence^  die  whole' 
of  this  force,  including  that  of  Bomana;  formed 
their  grand  army,^  of  which  the  eastern  or  right 
wifl^  waa^cbmmandied  by  general  Joseph  Pakfex, 
the  north- western,  or  left,  by  general  Joseph  BUke,  * 
and  the  centre  by  general  Castanos,  who  was,  witH^' 
Out  having  the  rank  imparted  to  him,  under  t^e' 

.  temporary  circumstances,  made  the  medium  of  the' 
commai^  in  chief :  the  small  amiies  of  Estriema^ 
dura  and  Catalonia,  formed  the  out-p6sts  Or  reserve 
of  this  irregular  line.     The  French  army  nearly  in 

.  front,  its  right  towards  the  ocean,  its  left  on  Arra- 
gon,  its  front  on  the  Ebro,  where  it  received  its  tie^' 
inforcements  from  France.  Vain  was  the  hope,  alas! 
that  the  Spanish  army  should  turn  the  wings  of  the 
French;  Castanos,  however,  was  Reasonably  hoped 
to  be  able  to  make  some  impression  njpoti  thfc  centime;' 
and  a  body  of  upwards  of  150,0d0  men,  armed  and. 
enthusiastic,  at  least  forbad  despair^ 

But  Bonaparte  having  levied  1 60,000  conscripts^ 
that  powerful  lever  against  the  most  preponderadtig^ 
weight  of  his  enemies,  ru$hed  ipto  Spain,  while  lie 
permitted  his  cabinet  to  make  overtures  of  iie|{o- 


:il74  CAMPAIGNS  IN  SPAIN  AVO  VOKTITaAL 

^*1?.^?°"   tiation  with  Britain.    On  Oct  90,  be  quitted  Bam- 
bouillet,  was  at  Bayonne  on  the  3d  of  Novembo^ 
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NoTcmbcr.     and,  With  l£,000  men,  joined  his  brother  Joseph  at 

Spioiih  opera*     ^- 

tioDf.  Vittoria  two  days  after !   The  topographical  Jfrnnh 

ledge  of  the  French  army  was,  as  usual,  sudiy  dat 
the  commencement  of  operations  did 'not  wait  fiv 
the  soi'dUant  imperial  presence. 

Castanos  was  suffered  to  advance  with  impiinitf. 
The  veteran  army  commanded  by  the  ab^iest  gew- 
rals  of  the  French,  strangers  to  defeat^  hastiljr » 
tired  across  the  £bro,  before  the  enthusiastic  kvia 
of  Castanos,  leaving  their  postd,  Leria,  Viana,  C» 
peroso,  &c.  in  possession  of  hi^  detachments,  makim: 
Only  a  feeble  demonstration  of  resistance;.  Mooc^: 
(marshal,  and  duke  of  Comegliano)  advancing  widi 
the  left  wing  of  the  French  along  the  banks  of  t)ie 
Alagar  and  the  Ebro,  led  Castanos  across  the  ma^'. 
when  Ney  (marshal,  and  duke  of  £lchingen)  pssidi 
his  division  along  the  line  of  the  Ebro,  and  duttf ' 
columns  upon  every  Spanish  post,  particular^  Lo- 
grono,  and  Calahora,  and  cut  off  the  left  wing^oC 
the  Spanish  army,  if  so  it  could  be  called,  codiH 
pletely.  The  effect  on  the  country,  as  might  be 
supposed,  was  terror  and  desolation. 

The  army  of  general  Blake,  thus  separated,.(£it,. 
could  be  considered  as  ever  joined  to  the  main  mo^^ 
was  harassed  and  rapidly  pursued  through  its  p^ili 
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from  Durango  to  Guenas,  thence  to  Velmaseda^  jand  ^^*>*  i^^ 
lastly  to  Espinosa.  ' ' 


Off  A  p.  y  I. 


1806. 


A  Stand  vas  made  here,  for  it  was  necessary  to     N^wnbw. 
prevent  an  abandonment  of  what  would  have  de-  tmk 
prived  it  of  the  name  of  an  army,  its  magazines  and 
artillery.      The  troops  of  course  made  a  brave  but 
not  steady  resistance  for  two  days,  and  then  dis- 
persed  with  their  arms. 

Against  Reynosa,  where  the  Gallicians  had  been 
taught  30  much  as  to  inspire  the  enemy  witJi  terror, 
apower&l  detachment  was  sent,  which  suddenly 
attacked  them  on  the  lltiv  by  break  of  day,  at  all 
points.  Here  every  thing  was  lost, — Blake,  with 
his  remains,  took  refuge  in  As turias  ^  Romana,  after 
trying  St.  Andero,?  did  the  same.  Soult  Marshal, 
and  duke  of  Dalmatia)  entered  St.  Andero  with  his 
van  on  the  10th,  when  the  bishop  retired  to  an 
English  ship  of  war. 

The  count  de  Belvidere^  the  fate  of  whose  army 
of  Estremadura  has  already  been  mentioned,  after 
a  resistance  full  of  bravery  for  twelve  hours,  tried 
iLerena,  and  then  fled  to  Aranda. 

The  worst  yet  remains  to  be  considered.  Thus 
encouraged,  the  enemy  did  not  fail  to  follow  up  his 
successes  by  attacking  the  central  or  main  army, 
under  Castanos^r 

The  French  arrived,  on  the  22d  of  November,  at 
Calahora,  as  soon  as  the  Spaniards  had  evacuated 
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it,  and  followed  tQ  Aliaro.  At  lM«dL  of  ds^  onttr 
23d,  the  French  general  Lefebvre,  with  tbecinlf 
and  Morlat's  division,  forming  the  adfranoedgaadl 
came  up  wilh  the  Spaniards,  and  reported  to  Ae 
general  duke  of  Montebello. 

The  Spanish  army  under  Castanoa^  acoovfing  li 
the  best  account,  that  of  the  enemy,  now  oomM 
but  of  45,000  men ;  these,  however,  thej  fiMi 
under  arms,  and  ready  to  receive  dsem. 

The  Spanish  genciral,  Castanos,  saw  die  adtmai 
guard  of  the  French  from  his  head«quarten  at  Ot 
truenigo  on  the  21st,  and  also  their  advance  h^i^ 
ria  and  Lerena. 

One  of  the  first  misfortunes  of  the  releiMiaad 
military  power  in  the  field  by  the  supreme  ji 
was  here  apparent.  Its  representative^,  as  wcB 
the  captain-general  of  Arragon,  selected  ;  a.  jai 
ridge  of  hills  behind  Tudela  as  a  good  pdsitioi^  «1 
though  the  general,  Castanos,  disapproved  of  it^  ad 
wished  to  retire,  it  was  retained.  It  was  oonsideoit 
by  the  enemy  also  as  ''  a  disposition  altogete 
faulty.*^ 

Castanos,  nevertheless,  did  his  best :  he  <lieW4|f 
his  main  body  near  the  centre  of  the  i:idg^  conc«W 
it  from  the  enemy,  and  advanced  his  two  flaoksii 
the  small  hills  near  Tudela.    The  Amigottcab^iMMl 
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on  the  right,  the  troops  of  Valencia  and  New  Cas- 
tile in  the  centre,  and  the  three  divisions  of  Anda- 
lusia, under  the  particular  command  of  Castanos, 

^  ^  Spanish  opjetv 

on  the  left.     His  line  was  covered  by  forty  pieces  ^««»- 
of  cannon. 

The  French  attacked  at  all  points,  and  Castanos 
bravely  repulsed  their  main  body  from  his  centre ; 
they  Were  also  forced  back  on  the  left. 

The  French  general^  Maurice  Matheas,  however, 
penetrated  the  Spanish  centre,  and  the  cavalry  pow- 
erfully extended  the  consequences. 

But  the  most  important  and  interesting  moment 
was  when  half  the  Spanish  line  being  turned  and 
defeated,  the  French  general.  La  Grange,  attacked 
the  village  of  Cascant^,  where,  under  Castanos,  the 
excellent  general  La  Pena  was  placed,  and  whence, 
when  codipelled,  he  retired  in  good  order. 

The  Spaniards  were  followed  up  to  Mailer  and 
Saragossa,  to  Catalayud  and  Tarragona,  a  large  sa- 
crifice of  every  kind  was  sustained,  and  that  of 
troops  of  the  line  in  considerable  numbers  was  par- 
ticularly to  be  regretted ;  as  also,  that  to  the  pea- 
santry under  arms  no  quarter  was  given. 

This  reverse  opened  the  way  once  more  for  the 
French  army  to  Madrid.  For  the  accomplishment 
of  so  desirable  an  object,  the  Spanish  army  of  re- 
serve,  to  the  number  of  13, OCX),  under  San  Juan, 
was  attacked  at  the  Puerto  of  the  Sierra  Morena, 
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on  the  29th,  by  a  division  under  the  Freiich  gene- 
ral Victor,  duke  of  Belluno. 

The  pass  was  intersected  by  a  trench,  fortifiei} 
with  sixteen  pieces  of  cannoo,  urhile  a  body  of 
French  troops  advanced  by  the  road  with  six  gupi; 
other  bolumns  gained  the  heights  an  tlie  left.  A 
brisk  discharge  of  cannon  and  musketry  ensued  m 
both  sides,  but  the  Polish  light-horsey  under  tk 
French  general  Montbrun^  suddenly  chai^ng  witb 
impetuosity,  seems  to  have  driven  the  Spaaiaidi 
back  with  the  loss  of  some  standards  and  tbeir 
artillery,  though  by  no  means  to  have  placed  thai 
hors  de  combat^  as  will  appear  from  .  some  sulM* 
quent  circumstances. 

Thus  was  almost  every  effort  of  the  Spvudh 
army  unsuccessful.  It  seems  to  want^*  in  ftveqf 
instance,  a,  point  d'appui;  it  required  an  active  bpd^ 
of  sufficient  weight  to  rest  its  operation  uffiOf  wd 
on  which  might  be  formed  a  basis  for  the  exemU' 
of  whatever  degree  of  energy  and  prowess  was  # 
tributable  to  them.  With  such  a  support,  |rooi  dn 
persevering  character  of  the  Spaniards,  eviery  tfang 
was  to  be  expected ;  without  it,  it  seems  to  \^ 
been  by  this  time  completely  proved,  noth9i|& 
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Army. — Difference  of  Opinion  between  Sir  John 
Moore  and  the  Spanish  Government^  as  well  as 
the  British  Minister  there. — Disgust  ^  the 
British  General  with  the  Minister  and  his 
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UPON  the  mind  of  sir  John  Moore,  vacctUating   book  m. 
as  it  had  been,  the  information  of  the  reverse  cf   v^^v^J^ 
Castanos  was  sufficient  to  produce  the  darkest     Norember* 
eclipse.   He  received  it  at  Salamanca,  (where  he  still  ^^n1wi?on» 
remained  in  hesitation)  on  the  S8th  of  November,  ^IdLi^irtircTiiK 

-  maud.  * 

N  2  . 
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\^/^^^   before, 'became  informed  of  it  at  Madrid. 

1808.  ' 

Novwnter.        jhc  followiug  are  the  reasoniDgs,   wbichy  ai 
comiDunicatioiu  cordinff  to  the  Narrative  of  Mr.   James  Moon 

H-ilh  tlie  gene-  o 

rajbnextincom-  j^^j^  p|a,ce  lu  his  excelleiicy's  mind  on  the  subject 

While  Castanos's  army  remained,  there  appevc 
to  sir  John  Moore  a  hope  of  resisting  in  the  mod 

.  9  I 

lit  of  Spain ;   but  now  he  thought  there  was  non 

It  was  also  evident;  that  if  Buonaparte  chose,  i 
*r  might  be  expected,  to  push  forward  his  advance 

1  corps  upon  him,  his  junction  with  getieral  Ho| 

would  be  very  doubtful,  and  that  with  sir  Dt?i 
Baird  impossible. 

For  these  reasons,  he  at  once  took  the  resdlntio 

of  withdrawing  the  army  from  Galicia  and  im 

and  assembling  it  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ti^s. 

The  advantages  of  this  measure  were^  that  d 

whole  British  force  would  be  collected  andumh 

",,  with  upwards  of  10/)00  men  more^  who  were  k 

'If 

%  in  Portugal. 

'*'  In  the  mean  time,  all  the  scattered  corps  of  t 

,  rp  Spanish  army  might  fall  back,  to  join  such  iM 

I  jf  levies  as  were  raised  in  the  southern    province 

which,  when  assembled,  might  still  form  an  an 

capable  of  making  a  stand  :   and  the  British  coi 
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'  then  move  to  their  aid  in  a  formidable  body.     It  ^^2^J^  ^^^' 

*      •^  CBAV.  VII, 

appears,  from  the  previous  correspondence,  that  it  ^^^[1X1^^ 
had  always  been  the  favourite  plan   of  sir  John     .Nov«iii»er. 
Moore,   to  carry  on  the  military  operations  from 
the  south ;  and  now  that  the^  three  Spanish  armies 
were  beaten,  the  reasons  for  adopting  it  had  ac- 
quired great  additional  weight. 

If  the  Spaniards  had  constancy  to  hold  out,  and 
fortitude  to  continue  the  contest,  an  opportunity 
would  still  be  afforded  them.    In  the  south,  all 

* 

their  energies  might  be  put  forth,  and  effectual 
.assistance  would  be  given  them  by  the  British 
army.  And  should  they  also  be  repelled  in  this 
effort,  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar  ai(forded  tliem  secure 
retreats.  -   . 

From  these  fortresses,  the  war  might  be  renewed, 
if  circumstances  should  &vour  it ;  or  if  the  contest 
should  be  given  up,  tlie  armies  would  still  be  in' 
safety. 

The  result  of  these  reasonings,  were  the  follow- 
ing letters  to  sir  David  Baird  and  general  Hope, 
on  the  5ame  evening, 

Salamanca,  2Sth  Nev.  1808. 

My  dear  sir  David, 

Ti  •        1    ^1  •  '  1-1  SirJ.Moorcto 

1  nave  received,  this  evening,  despatches  lirDavid  Biird- 
from  Mr.  Stuart,  at  Madrid,  announcing  the  defeat 
and  dispersion  of  Castanos's  army. .  The  French  in 
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^^--^^v^"^  are  expected  in  the  course  of  a  week.     It  cer- 
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November,     tainly  was  much  my  wish  to  have  run  great  nsks 
■ir David Baird.  iu  aid  of  thc  pcoplc  of  Spain;   but,   after  this 

second  proof  of  how  little  they  are  able  to  do  for 
themselves,  the  only  two  armies  they  had,  havings 
made  so  little  stand,  I  see  no  right  to  expect  from 
them  much  greater  exertions;  at  any  rate,  we 
should  be  overwhelmed  before  they  could  be  prer 
pared.  I  see  no  chance  of  our  being  able  to  fbrni 
a  junction,  as  certainly,  at  Burgos,  the  French 
have  a  cotps,  which  will  now  move  forward. 

I  have,  therefore,  determined  to  retreat  upon 
Portugal  with  the  corps  I  have  here ;  and,  if  pos- 
sible, with  Hope's  corps,  if  by  forced  marches  he 
can  join  me.  I  wish  you  to  fall  back  on  Corunna; 
send  back  immediately  your  stores,  under  such  part 
of  your  force  as  you  judge  proper.  You  may  then 
stay  with  the  rest  a  little  longer,  if  you  can  depend 
upon  knowing  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I 
propose  this,  as,  were  you  at  once  to  retire,  it  would 
encourage  the  enemy  to  push  at  once  on  Hope  and 
me,  and  prevent  our  junction,  which  is  the  more 
necessaiy,  as  I  must  stop  upon  the  frontier  of  Por- 
tugal, and  cover  Lisbon  as  long  as  possible.  On 
your  arrival  at  Corunna,  you  will  of  course  embark, 
and  sail  for  the  Tagus,  where  orders  shall  be 
waiting  for  you.    Write  immediately  to  England, 


UKDLR  SIR  JOHN  KOORE.  I'SS 

and  give  notice  of  what  we  are  doing;  and  beg  ^^^^^^ 
that  trarisports  may  be  sent  to  Lisbon :  they  will  be  ^"''^'^^^^ 
wanted ;  for,  when  the  French  have  Spain,  Poptu-     Ndyismber. 

^  1        1    /•       f     1  ^  Sir  J.  Moore  (• 

gal  cannot  be  defended.  sir  David  Baini. 

I  remain  sincerely,  &c. 

/  John  Moore. 

This  letter,  though  of  the  same  date,  is  M^ritten  ^ 

on  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  I  wrote  by 
baron  Tuyle. 

You  will  use.  your  discretion  as  to  sending  the 
cavalry  by  sea,  or  thrpugh  Portugal.     I  sliall  not  : 

want  them  here,  if  I  can  get  the  two  regiments^ 
with  Hope.  J.  M. 

You  will  go  to  Lisbon  with  the  whole  of  your 
force ;  the  two  regiments  of  cavalry  included,  not 
yet  disembarked  ;  unless  you  should  receive  orders 
from  England  to  the  contrary.  J,  M. 

One  cannot  help  remarking  in  this  letter,  *first,  sir  j.  Moore's 

^  pcrverseiie8»  In 

that  the  entite  regard  of  sir  John  Moore,  is  ex   "pp^Won  to  ju- 

idicioiumcaaar^ 

cluswely  expressed  towards  his  own  army,  without  ^^ 
aiiy  consideration  for  the  effects  of  a  retreat  npon 
that  of  Spain;  and  also,  that,  uninformed  as 
sir  John  confesses  himself  to  be,  he  still,  with  the 
utmost  promptitude,  determines,  in  oppositioii  to 
every  other  decisiod  on  the  subject,  of  the  best  and 
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^cb^f^tS?"  ™^*  experjenqed  judges,    that  whttk  the  Ink 

^^^'•v*^-^  have  Spain,  Portugal  cannot  be  defended !  , 

KoTMBber.        The  reverse  of  this  position  has  been  oopstm^ 

asserted  by  every  military  man  who  has  treated  d 

the  subject. 

Salamamxh  NaQewOer^Mp  IM. 

My  dear  Hope, 
general  Hope.  I  havc  received,  by  Mr.  Vaug^han,  the  letta 

from  Madrid,  which  you  had  very  properly  opend 

After  due  consideration,  I  have  determined  I 
I  give  the  thing  up,  and  to  retire.     It  was  myijrid 

to  have  run  great  risks,  to  fulfil  what  I  conoeii 
to  be  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Eng^land,  and  I 
give  every  aid  to  the  Spanish  cause ;  but  they  Im 
shown  themselves  equal  to  do  so  little  fi>r  tiMfl 
selves — their  two  principal  armies  having  allbwc 
themselves  to  be  thus  beaten  and  dispersed,  .withn 
almost  an  effort — it  would  only  be  sacrificing d 
.  army,  without  doing  any  good  to  Spain,  to  oppoi 
it  to  such  numbers  as  must  now  be  brought  again 
lis :  besides,  I  take  for  granted,  a  junction  wil 
Baird  is  out  of  the  question ;  and,  {^rhaps^  inl 
you,  problematical;  as  there  must  ht  troops  i 
Burgos,  which  must  now  push  on  to  intercept  b 
I  shall  write  this  night  to  Baird,  to  fall  back  c 
Corunna.  I  wish  you,  if  possible,  by  ibroc 
marches,  and  in  larger  bodies,  to  push  by  Pcnaiandi 
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t  or  Alba  de  Tonnes ;  whence,  according;  to  circum-   ^^^|^^™' 
^  stances,  you  may  join  me  here,  or  marctt  at  once 


1006. 


I  on  Ciudad  Rodrigo.    Should  you,  however,  from     Nawmber. 

Sir  J.  Moore  to 

\  any  thing  which  com^s  to  your  own  knowledge,  general  Hope, 
deem  it  unsafe  to  push  on  to  me,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  use  your  discretion,  and  fall  back  on  Guarda- 
M  rama  and  Madrid.     It  must,  however,  be  my  wish, 
that,  if  possible,  you  should  join  me ;  for,  as  I 
i^  must  stop  on  the  frontier  of  Portugal,  I  shall  be  in 
JF  much  want  of  your  aid,  aijd  that  of  your,  corps  ; 
I   but  I  leave  you^  a  discretion  that  you  may  use, 
I   ^liould  you  see,  which  I  do  not  at  present  see,  a 
I  '  great  probability  of  your  being  intercepted.    This         \^ 
^   is  a  cruel  determination  for  me  to  make — I  mean, 
k   to  retreat ;   but  I  hope  you  will  think  the  circum- 
^  stances  such  as  demand  it.     I  shall' take  measures  / 

ij  for  falling  back ;  but  I  shall  stay  at  this  place  as 
I  long  as  I  can.  Provisions  we  shall  want  in  Portugal ; 
ji.  and  if  you  could  get  carts,  and  send  the  provisions  ^ 


I' 


collected  at  Penaranda  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  it  would 
be  an  object  It  is  unnecessary  that  it  should  be 
known,  the  determination  we  are  come  to ;  other 
reasons  may  be  given  for  your  changing  your 
march. 

Sincerely,  &c. 

John  Moore. 


P.  S;    Napier  arrived  as  I  had  finished  my  letter 
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^^?r^J!u   ^  y^^f  w*^^<*  "  inclosed.     Yoii lideiifrfe l 

'^-^^C^^    *^^  "^y  wishes,  I  hdve  therefore  ilotfiiifg 

November,     present     I  shall  write  to  you  by  Nupife 

morning ;   and  shall  think  of  a  moviiiiienl 

you,  should  it  appear  necessaiy.     The  Frei 

only  a  corps  of  cavalry  at  ValhulolicL 

It  thus  appears  (observes  the  Nomtive] 

John  Moore  took  the  resolution  of  retreatiii 

out  waiting  for  Mr.  Frere's  answer  to  hm 

the  27th.    The  defeat  of  Castanos  had  tc 

\-  tered  the  question; .  and  the  dtiiation  of  t 

admitted  of  no  delay  ;  for,  if  Buonaparte 
detach  his  most  advanced  corps  against  the 
general  Hope  might  possibly  be  intercept 
sir  David  Baird  might  be  hotly  pursued,  ai 
loss  in  the  embarkation. 

He  then  assembled  the  general  officera^  ao 
ed  them  the  intelligence  he  had  received^ 
plan  be  had  adopted.     He  told  the  gcnerai 
''  he  had  not  called  them  together  to  reqoi 
counsel,  or  to  induce  them  to  coaunit  the 
by  giving  any  opinion  upon  the  sul^ect ;  j 
the  responsibility  entirely  upon  himsd^ 
only  required  that  they  would  immediately 
f   i  for  carrying  it  into  efiect,** 


•  '.in  ■ 

if?' 


•] 


t  UND^tlH  JOHN  MOO^Ci        '  1^ 

i  ■4^>roved of,  at  Sa\3im3Lnc^  by  the  arrmf.    Theihur-    ^^„°J^^^^ 
I   jM^rs  against  ii  from  officers  of  rank  were  heard  in  ''-•'"v-'*^ 
}    eoery  quarter.    Even  the  ttaff-offic&rs  of  sir  John     *'<»«"''»'■ 
I    Maoris  family  lamented  it,  and  for  the  Jirst  time  mentoisirjoiu 
^   doubted  the  wisdom  of  his  decision.  ,     .  ^on  in  oppou- 

I        The  generosity  with  which  his  excellency  here  «h«  opinion. 

disclaims  the  implication  of  his  staff,  and  the  gene- 
I   cals  serving  under  him,  in  his  decision,  but  little 
^   compensates  for  deciding  so  positively  in  opposition 
I   to  the  opinions  of  all  around  him,  both  military  and      , 
J  civil. 
I        To  tiie  latter,  Mr.  Frere  and  Mr  Stuar^  .he  thus 

announced  his  intentions.  .  . 

i  ' 

I  fntonanM,  ^90.  29,  1808. 

My  dear  sir, 

I  had  determined  to  unite  this  army,  sh  j.  Uom  k 
if  possible,  and  to  try  what  could  be  done  for  the 
Spaniards,  though  I  own  I  saw  but  little  chance  of 
being  able  to  do  much  good.  I  had  ordered  fiaird, 
though  all  his  corps  could  not  be  at  Astorga  until 
the  4th,  to  march  with  such  part  as  already  are 
there  to  Benavoite,  on  the  1st (rf December;  and 
on  that  day  I  was  to  march  myself  with  a  corps 
from  this  to  Toro,  and  to  send  others  to  Zamora. 
Hope  was  to  have  marched  to  Tordesillas,  and  we 
diould  have  taken  up  a  line  upon  the  Duon^  to 
cover  the  arrival  of  our  stores,  and  then  tokwe 


';"  - 


I 
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AHA*.    WII.  *^  ^ 


OHAV.  VII. 
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tioQ  of  Castanos's  army,  announced  by  yo 
November,     which  Mr.  Vaughaii  brought  to  me  yesten 

Sir  J  Moore  to  ,  .  •&«-••' 

icr.  stairt  .    Doon,  chaoges  the  case.   '  My  junc^tion  w 

is  no  longer  practicable ;  bu^  if  it  was, 
resistance  made  by  the  Spanish  armies  give 
of  our  doing  any  good.  We  should  now 
greatest  force  of  the  enemy  to  encounte 
handed,  and  this  we  are  not  equal  to ;  I  ha 
fore  come  to  ihe  determination  to  retire. 
ordered  Baird  to  fall  back  upon  Corunna 
endeavour  to  unite  with  Hope,  and  retire  \ 
frontier  of  Portugal ;  I  shall  be  at  hand  i 
^  ^  if  affairs  take  a  more  favourable  turn  ;  or 

may  be  transported  by  me  to  some  otb 
where  they  may  still  be  useful,  if  this  goi 
be  overset,  and  another  rises  up^  directed 
of  more  ability. 

Mr*  Vauglian  sets  off  to-day  for  Coninn 
If  you  can  possibly  send  me  any  monei 
meida,  do  it. 

'  '  I  send  this  by  colonel  Lopez,  who  as  ye 

not  the  misfortune  which  has  befallen  C 
nor  of  my  resolution. 

Believe  me  always,  &c^ 


UNDXR  SIH  JOHN  BfOORS. 
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Sakmanca,  Dec.  1,  1^08. 


BdOK  fil. 

citir'.  ttt. 


I 


i 


^  My  dear  sir, 


1808. 

•  General  Hope  forwarded  to  me  your    ^^^>«^r 

letter  of  the  29th,  and  I  received  it  last  night  Mr.  8tu«t» 

'    My  letter  to  you  of  the  29th,  after  I  had  seert 
Mr.  Vauglian,  would  inform  you  of  the  resolution 
l^ad  come  to.    It  was  with  reluctance  you  may 
believe  t;hat  I  formed  such  a  determination,  hut  I 
had  no  alternative ;   and  reflection  since  has  con- 
finned  me  in  the  opinion,  that  I  have  done  right.' 
There  is  nothing  so  easy  as  for  the  junta  with  their 
pens  to  form  armies ;   and  they  have  I  see  in  this 
manner  collected  one  of  eighty  thousand  men  in 
Leon :  but  Romana,  whom  they  have  put  down  at 
twenty  thousand,  has  only  five  thousand  fugitives 
from  Blake,  without  arms,  clothing, -stores,  or  am- 
munition ;  without  organization,  or  officers  to  make 
an}' ;  the  soldiers  neither  disciplined  nor  (Romana 
complains)  susceptible  of  taking  atiy ;  When  checked 
they  go  off.    The  junta  neglcfcted  the  opportunity 
to  form  armies  and  to  prepare  the  provinces  before 
the  arrival  of  the  French  reinforcements;  it  is  now^ 
too  late  under  the  beards. of  a  victorious  enemy; 
and  Spain  has  no  chance  now  but  from  a  force,  if 
collected  in  the  south,  and  at  a  distance.    I  consi- 
der  this  letter,,  and  that  which  I  wrote  to  you  on 
the  29th,  as  if  written  to  Mr,  Frere,  and  as.  such  t 
beg  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  commimicate 


Kr 
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BOOKni    them  to  him.     I  continue  in  the  same  detsennn 

CBAP.  TII* 

^^-^'^v"^^  tion  I  was  in  then,  with  respect  to  my  own  moii 

1808.  '  ^  -^ 

November,     mcnt,  which  will  take  place  the  moment  that  go 
)£.  stoarT      ral  Hope  is  out  of  danger ;  but  he  has  found  hi 

cessary  to  go  round  by  Avilla^  whence  I  hope  1 
will  be  able  to  join  me.  I  have  not  heard  fromi 
David  Baird  since  my  letter  to  him  by  Mr.  Viq 
ban ;  but,  as  he  was  prepared,  I  take  for  gcantrili 
has  commenced  his  movements  on  Coninna.  D 
communication  with  Madrid  is  become  less  seci 
from  the  incursions  of  the  enemy's  cavafay ;  I  ci 
not  therefore  enter  into  more  particularsy  butifll 
^  '  Spaniards  make  head,  I  conceive  the  Britisli  §m 

can  still,  in  one  way  or  another,  be  taken  to  tU 
assistance.  I  am  soriy  when  Hope  sent  Mn  SaM 
to  Madrid,  that  he  did  not  give  him  special  instni 
tions :  Mr.  Kennedy  writes  to  him  by  this  oppn 
tunity.  But  such  is  our  want  of  mon^,  that  if  i 
can  be  got  at  a  hundred  per  cent  we  must  himi 
do,  therefore,  if  possible,  send  me  some  at  anynk 
but  it  must  make  a  circuit  by  Avilla  at  least;-  M 
if  Smith  is  still  at  Madrid,  I  wish  you  wonlili 
him  from  me,  that  he  cannot  render  such 
as  by  bringing  money  at  any  discount. 


•i 
.ii 


\ 
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th?y  will  detach  from  t^e  army  which  has  defeated    ^^^J^^ 


I 


^    C^tanps,  and  raay  Hay?  doue  so  already,  unless        ^^  - 
t^ey  fys\,  choosjB  to  enter  Madrid.     It  is  from  the    ^^^^^ 
centre  and  south  that  an  effort  should  be  looked  Mr.  Stout 
for ;  in  this . quarter  the  business  is  up,  and  the  peo- 

.    pie,  withourt  enthusiasim^  think  they  have  nothing 
left  for  it  but  to  submit.,  .^;vi 

The  armies,  you  a^e^.^i^  ^^P  without  enthusiasm 
or  evei\  ^omi^on  obstinacy, — they  do  not  stand,— 
and  the  individuals  we  see  passing  as  fugitives  are 
not  ashamed,  ^or  ^e  they  thought  ill  of  by  the 
people^  nor  is  indignation  excited.  Jn  this  pi;ov;inqe, 
and  it  is  probably  the  saipe  in  others,  there  Js  no 
head  to  direct, — the  captain-general^  Pignatellj,  is 
a  weak  old  man.  A  man:  of  a  firm  and  active  mipd 
could,  by  taking  the  means  which  exist,  have  done 
n)uch.  At  Zamora,  there  are  three  or  four  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms,  in  other  places  there  may  be 
more.  If  they  remain  collected  in  towns^  they  will 
be  taken  by  the  enemy,  for  the  towns  will  make 
no  defence^  but  if  put  into  the  hands  of  the  pea- 
sants, with  ammunition,  they  would  protect  the^ 
property,  Jcill  small  parties  and  stragglers,  and  h^rai^ 
the  enemy ;  and,,  when  assembled  at  any  firoe^  in 
bodieS;^  they  would  form  the  best  materials  for  aa 

anny.  .  , 

Tl^is  and  a  thousand  paisa^ures  could  be  ^opted 

if  tiic  jwm  M  fliej|fp|f4  m»  to  ^mp}Qyj  J^^th^ 
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CUA 


1808. 
November. 

SirJ.  Moote  to 
Mt.  Staart. 


00  Kin.  have  acted  with  all  the  imbecility  of  an  oU^att 

UAF.  VII.  "^     ."^ 

blished  weak  government  of  the  old  regime*  Lori 
William  is  this  moment  arrived,  haviog  naiioiif 
escaped  being  taken  at  Arevalo. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  Mr.  Fine 
but  your  messenger  must  be  cautioufl^  and  ndnm 
on  information  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour^  &c 

JoHir  BfiooUi 


On  the  2d  of  December  sir  John  Moore  reoeM 

s  I 

#  I 

ample  despatches,  all  softening  the  losses  of  Ik 
Spaniards,  and  giving  more  favourable  aooonubflf 
their  remaining  resources.  Mr.  Stuart  was  in  Jfr| 
gular  communication  with  Morla,  as  is 
formerly,  and  the  following  was  the  result : 


iii.^  Ill  1 


Mr.  Stuart  to 
•ir  J.  Moore. 


Mtdrid,  Nw.  S0>  it» 

My  dear  general, 

I  have  this  moment  received  youX 
dated  the  S9th,  announcing  a  determination  jt«M^ 
tire  on  the  frontier  of  Portugal,  in  consequeao&it 
the  intelligence  conveyed,  through  Mr.  Vanite 
respecting  the  army  of  Castanos.  I  have  to  i^fitt 
yoa  that  two  other  officers  have  arrived  from  kHt 
gon,  by  whom  the  government  havd  recaved» 
counts  somewhat  more  favourable.  Havintf  iM^ 
ever  received  nothmg  from  Graham,  Whittii^^ 
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and  Doyle,  and  being  equally  deprived  of  letters    cha».  vh. 

V 

from  the  Sitio  since  they  came,  I  cannot  say  to 


180S. 


what  extent  matters  are  retrieved.    I  know,  Jiow-  Mr.stawtto 


ever,  that  the  enemy  have  made  three  attacks  on 
San  Juan,  near  Sepulveda,  and  have  been  as  often 
repulsed.  And  from  the  large  force,  particularly 
of  cavalry,  which  were  engaged  in  the  late  afiair  at 
Borja  and  Tudela,  it  is  impossible  they  can  have 
apy  thing  so  considerable  as  general  Hope  repre- 
sents in  the  neighbourhood  of  Valladolid  and  01- 
medo.  They  have  10,000  cavalry  in  Spain,  1500 
are  at  Sepulveda.  If  therefore  4500  were  in  Val- 
ladolid, there  would  remain  but  few  on  the  othet 
points  they  have  so  lately  attacked.  Every  report 
In*ought  in  here  states  that  several  small  parties  are 
scattered  in  Castile,  for*  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
provisions,  gaining  intelligence,  and  inspiring  terror 
throughout  the  province.  And  this  accords  so  well 
with  all  the  positive  intelligence  which  has. reached 
us,  that  I  really  believe  it  to  be  true. 

You  must,  however,  certainly  know  hest  the 
chances  of  effecting  a  junction  between  your  differ- 
ent divisions ;  and  it  does  not  become  me  to  hazard 
an  opinion  on  the  subject.  With  respect,  hoVv^ever, 
to  the  consequences  of  their  distinct  retrograde 
movements,  I  can  tell  you  that  they  are  very  likely 
to  produce  an  effect  here,  not  less  serious  than  the 
most  decisive  victory  on  the  part  of  the  enemy ; 

VOL.  III.  0 


•ir  J.  MoomL 
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^^nhf^^^'  ^"^  ^  shall,  I  own,  be  surprised  if  a  change  of  go- 
^^/^  vernment  is  not  the  innnediate  consequence,  when 
November.     x\\t  fcasoHS  for  vour  retreat  are  known. 

Mr.  Smart  to  ,**  .  ii.ti^/i  •  c 

s?r  J.  Moore.  A  part  IS  hcrc  omitted,  which  chiefly  consists  ot 

obser\^ations  on  the  paymaster's  department.     He 
then  goes  on — 

I  had  written  thus  far  when  I  saw  Morla,  who 
informs  me  that  Castanos  is  bringing  the  greater 
part  of  his  force,  though  he  did  not  say  what,*  from 
Calatayud  to  Siguenza,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting^ 
a  junction  with  San  Juan.  Reports  from  the  latter 
add,  that  tlie  French  have  reinforced  their  corps  at 
Sepulveda,  and  that  he  expected  to  be  attacked 
yesterday  or  to-day. 

He  has  received  an  acldition  of  four  new  regimen  ts^ 
and  on  the  result  of  the  aifair  about  to  take  place, 
it  is  thought  his  union  with  Castanos  will  depend* 
He  likewise  tells  me  again  that  he  believes  the  ene-* 
my  have  merely  small  parties  throughout  Castile, 
not  sufficient  to  impede  the  union  of  your  divisions. 
He  declares  that  his  report  from  Olmedo  merely 
mentioned  the  arrival  of  thirty  dragoons  in  that 
village,  which  were  detached  from  Valladolid,  where 
he  insists  that  their  present  force  is  not  sufficiently 
ccmsidemble  to  impede  your  movements.  He  added 
that,  according  to  the  declarations  of  prisoners, 
Buonaparte  is  at  Burgos. 

•  The  a^ertainment  of  this  fact  was  peculiarly  important 


UND£R  SIR  JOHN  MOOIMF*  ^^^ 
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on  A  p.  vti. 


1808. 


You  will  take  all  this  as  it  is  given.  He  declares 
he  speaks  on  official  reports,  and  your  own  accounts 
will  enable  you  to  ascertain  how  tar  it  is  worthy  of    N**^'*".^* 

m 

credit  Thh  much  tsc^taitiy  that  the  accounts  of 
the  enemy  are  magnified,  both  by  their  own  details 
and  by  the  fear  inspired  in  the  ^country.  If  it  be 
true  that  Buonaparte  is  at  Burgos,  it  certainly  looks 
like  a  great  effort  either  on  the  side  of  Somosierra 
or  Valladolid,  though  Segovia  would  appear  to  be 
his  objeeti  if  his  cavalry  are  pushed  beyond  the  lat- 
ter  town. 

Truly  yours, 

Charles  Stuart. 

This  was  accompanied  by  the  foUowlhg : 

Ajxif^uez,  Nov.  30,  1  SOS. 

Sir, 

I  had  just  written  my  other  letter  of  this  J^'j^^.  ^^ 
date,  when  I  received  a  messenger  from  Mr.  Stuart 
with  the  communication  of  a  note  addressed  to  him, 
but  intended  equally  for  myself.  I  do  not  know, 
that  I  can  in  any  way  express  with  less  offence  the 
entire  difference  of  our  opinions  on  the  subject  of 
it,  than  by  forwarding  wliat  I  had  already  written 
in  the  ignorance  of  the  determination  which,  you 
bad  already  taken. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

J.  H.  Frere. 
o8 
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CBAF.  VXI. 


Araafmez,  Nov,  SQ»  I80l> 


Sir, 


You  will  iiud  inclosed  a  letter,  of  wUch 


1808. 

J.Moore.        I  think  it  right  to  say,  that  if  there  appears af 

thing  in  the  form  or  mode  of  transinittii%  it  whidi 
may  appear  deficient  in  respectj  it  is,*  I  am  p» 
suaded,  wholly  unintentional;*  anc],  triiMiiigti 
your  candour  for  seeing  it  in  that  ligfht,  I  havcfll 
thought  it  worth  while  to  make  an^  remark  to  Ik  I 
Garay  on  the  apparent  dryness  of  his-  c(raiiiiuai»| 
tion. 

Respecting  Mr.  Escalante,  it  may  be  proper  tbtl 
you  should  know  that  he  is  understood  to  have  k 
haved  very  unfairly  towards  general  •  Castanos.  I 
mention  this  only  as  it  may  lead  you  to  admit  lji| 
opinion  on  subjects  connected  with  that  genenbl 
conduct  with  some  degree  of  caution. 

In  what  I  said  respecting  a  retreat  upon  PMh 
gal,  I  wished  .to  confine  myself  to  a  simple  poHtial 
opinion,  which,  supposing  other  considerations  Ml 
to  be  decidedly  adverse,  might,  I  thought^  ddff' 


•  To  this  leUer,  in  the  Narrative^  there  is  the  fellowinff 
'*  This  apology  is  curious,  and  shews  that  Mr.  F^rere  tlionikie 
most  delicate  expressions  ought  alone  to  be  employed  to  tlM 
dander  of  the  forces ;"  >vhich  is  exceedingly  reniMfcabk 
compared  with  the  text  immediately  precedinjr^  in  wUAi 
these  observations :    ''  Mr.  Frere  appears  not  .to  be  at  aB 
of  how  much  importance  it  is  for  a  minister  tb  lestnun 
Iitlons  of  temper  V'^Narraiivc,  1 29* 


I  I 
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mine  for  a  retreat  upon  Galicia^  or  the  strong  coun- 
try about  Astorga,  in  preference  to  Portugal;  sup- 
posing k}£  course  a  retreat  to  have  been  deterjEnined     Novtmbef. 
upon  as  absolutely  necessary.:  j.mooi«.    ' 

.  Ify  however,  you  do  me  the  honour  to  consult 
me  respecting  the  general  state  of  the  country,  and 
the  means  of  resistance  to  be  ex  pec  ted.  from  it^  I* 
should  say  that  the  provinces  which  you. have  hi-) 
therto  seen  are,  of  all  Spain^  the  least  distinguished 
for,  A  military,  patijiotic,  or. provincial,  spirit  No 
m^  ever  c^Us  himself  a  Leonese.  The  junta  of 
that  province  (at. the  timei  when  Galici^  and  Astu-* 
rja  were  sending  deputi^s>  and  seemed  to  be  almost 
putting  themselves  on :  the  footing  of  independent 
states)  quietly  gave  their  full  powers  to* the  Astu- 
ri^ns,  and  acquiesced  jn  what  they  determined  apd 
obtained  for  them.  With  the  exception  of  I^ 
Mancha  and  the  city  of  Madrid,  tlie  same  descrip- 
tion will  apply  to  nearly  the  whole  of  Old  and  New 
Castile. 

In  the  course  of  tlie  late  events  they  have  been 
wholly  passive,  and  have  seen  their  country  suc- 
cessively occupied  by  the  stronger  party.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  blame  them,  living  in  open 
villages,  in  vast  plains,  without  arms,  and  without 
horses,  they  have  neither  the  means  of  defence  or 
escape.  ^ 

Yet  even  here  we  have  seen  that  the  towns  aae 
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^?i?p!^v"^  abandoned  at  the  approach  of  the'Frencfa,  Aalno 
magistrate  has  been  brought  over  to  take  an  oaA 
of  allegiance  to  the  pretender,  nor  have  thenendi 
been  able  to  enlist  a  single  soldier. 

The  whole  of  this  country  has  in  all  times  b^ 
longed  to  the  party  which  was  superior  in  ctvaby; 
while,  in  the  extremities  of  the  kingdom  powers,  ib  . 
every  respect  inferior,  have  been  aUe   to  protnct 
their  independence  for  ages. 

From  every  thing  that  I  can  learn  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  other  provinces,  they  seem  to  be  poi- 
sessed  by  the  most  ardent  and  determined  spaitf 
which,  even  in  the  event  of  the  defeat  of  the  Icna 
which  they  are  raising  for  the  general  defence  of 
the  kingdom,  would  lead  them  individually  to  oofr 
tinue  a  desperate  resistance,  under  the  direction  of 
their  separate  juntas,  with  such  assistance  as  En^ 
land  could  aiford  them  by  flotillas,  disemberfcatioiH( 
&c.  But  it  must,  I  apprehend,  be  the  wish  <lf  g^ 
vefnment,  on  every  account,  to  prevent  thingp  fina 
being  brought  to  this  extremity.  Thete  seem  to 
be  two  modes  of  acting  with  this  view,  one  wfeM 
you  justly  state  to  be  of  greater  hazard,  imwraadif 
as  we  effectively  place  ourselves  in  the  power  ofd* 
Spaniards ;  but,  as  you  observe  at  the  same  tifli,. 
with  great  truth,  this  may  be  worthy  of  riak,  if  dt' 
people  of  Spain  and  their  government- have  auflkM 
energy  to  recover  from  their  late  defeatat     Of  da 
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people  I  have  no  doubt ;  the  goveromcnt  are  new,  ^o^^.^vxV.^ 
and  have^  been  hitherto  tbo  numemus  to  be  very 
active,  but  I  trust  that  this  inconvenience  will  soon 
be  remedied.  They,  are  resolute,  and,  I  believe, 
every  man  of  them  determined  to  perish  with  the 
country :  they  will  not  at  least  set  the  example 
(which  the  ruling  powers  and  higher  orders  of  other 
countries  have  exhibited)  of  weakness  and  timi- 
dity. V 

The  military  system  is  certainly  defective  in  its 
tWQ  main  points,  reward  aqd  punishment ;  but  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  must  prove  the  neqessity 
of  varying  Irom  the  old .  s^^stem  in  this  respect ; 
and  I  am  persuaded,  that  your  representation  on 
this,  as  on  all  other  points,  would  be  listened  to 
with  the  greatest  deference.' 

If  you  should  determine  upon  marching  into 
Spain,  exclusive  of  the  importance  of  covering  the 
capital,  there  are,  I  think,  great  advantages^  which 
would  result  fronis  hastening  ^he  measure.      We 

« 

have  now  in  New  Castile,  an  army  of  20,000  iwru, 
upon  which  Castanos  (as  you  will  see)  is  falling 
back.  Reinforcements  are  passing  through  liere 
every  day  from  the  provinces ;  and  the  addition  of 
the  British  would  give  a  force  very  mudi,  I  should 
apprehend,  superior  to  any  tiling  which. the  French 
would  be  able  to  assemble  6y  that  tme ;  especially 
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having  a  strong  country  in  arms  against  them  to 
their  left  the  whole  way  from  the  Pyrennees. 
November.         There  is,  besides,  at  present,  a  great  delay  in  the 

Mr.  Frere  to  sir  ^  ^  i  .    i  •       i 

J.Moore.        arrival  of  the  reinforcements  which  were  promised 

them ;  and  which,  if  they  had  been  sent,  would 
by  this  time  have  composed  an  enormous  force. 

There  are  reports  that  the  resistance  to  the  cout 
scription  has  been  much  more  obstinate  than  usual} 
and  the  pastoral  letter  of  the  bishop  of  Carcassone, 
seems  to  imply  that  such  reports  cannot  be  wholly 
groundless. 

Every  great  effort  on  the  part  of  France  has  been 
preceded  by  a  similar  interval  of  weakness  and  in* 
temal  disturbance ;  an  advantage,  therefore,  whicl) 
should  be  obtained  at  the  present  moment  would 
be  doubly  valuable,  inasmuch  as  it  would  render  b, 
conscription  for  a  third  attempt  infinitely  difficult, 
if  not  impracticable.  But  if,  on  the  otlier  hand, 
the  French  are  allowed  with  their  present  forx^es  tct 
retain  their  present  advantages,  and  to  wait  the 
completion  of  their  conscription,  th^y  would  pour 
into  Spain  with  a  number  of  troops,  which  would 
give  them  immediate  possession  of  the  capitiEd  and 
the  central  provinces. 

The  war  would  then  be  reduced  to  an  absolute 
competition  between  the  two  countries  which  wouUi 
stand  out  longest  against  the  waste  of  population, 
enormous  as  it  must  be  on  both  sides. 
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I  cannot  Init  think,  therefore,  thzt  comideratiom  ^^S^^ 
both  of  policy  and  generosity  call  upon  wfor  an  ^"^"^^^ 
immediate  effort.  No. eno,^ 

If,  however,  this  view  of  the  subject  should  not  •»  J.  Mgcwf/ : 
appear  to  you  sufficiently  clear  or  conclusive  to  in- 
iluce  you  to  take  a  step,  which  would,  I  am  well 
convinced  (since  you  do  me  the  honpur  to  refer  to 
me  on  that  subject)  meet  witli  the  approbation  of 
ills  majesty's  government,  I  would  venture  tO/r?* 
commend  retaining  the  position  of  A^torga.  Aii^ 
treat  from  that  place  to  Corunna^  wquU  ($s  far  as 
an  unmilttary  man  may  be^  allowed  to  Judge  of  a 
country  which  he  has.  travelled  over)  be  less  difin^lt 
^^n  through  Portugal  to  Lisbon;  jand -we  ought 
in  that  position  to  wait  for  the  reinforcements  of 
cavalry  from  England,  which  would  enable  the 
army  to  act  in  the  flat  country,  which  opens  imme* 
diately  from  that  point  and  extends  through  the 
mrhole  of  Leon  and  Old  Gastiie^^  My  political  rea- 
sons on  this  head  I  have  already  troubled  you  with. 

I  mention  this,  however,  merely  as,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  the  least  objectionable  of  the  two  modes 
of  retreat.  Our  first  object,  as  it  appears  to  nie, 
ought  to  be,  TO  collect  a  force  capabl-e  of 

REPULSING  THE    FeENCH    BEFORE   THEV   RECEIVfi 
THEIR  REINFORCEMENTS.* 

•  Is  itpostibk  that  Ifab  could  J^dcNibtod? 
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llie  covering  and  protecting  Madrid  is  smdjri 
point  of  great  moment  for  effect  in  Spain,  and  ttSt 
more  in  France,  and  in  th^  west  of  £iiropei  & 
would  be  a  point  of  the  utmost  iaiportance  for  Bm- 
naparte  to  be  able  to  publish  a  decree  or  to  dale  i 
letter,  from  Madrid.  The  people  of  the  townae 
full  of  resolution,  and  determined  to  defend  it^ii 
spite  of  its  situation,  which  is  judged  to  be  an  » 
favourable  one.  This  determination  ought  sof^ 
to  be  encouraged  by  some  show  of  support. -Ik 
siege  of  Madrid  by  a  pretender  to  the  throne  wodi 
be  a  circumstance  decisive  against  the  cdaim,  em| 
if  in  other  respects  it  were  a  legitimate  one.   . 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  two  official  reports  from  Gir| 
tanos.  .      =  » i  !: 

Believe  nie»  &c» 


Nothing  more  luminous,  whether  ccmsidend « 
a  military  or  political  view,  has  ever  appeued« 
the  subject  than  this  letter  of  Mr.  Frere ;  nodi| 
more  appropriate  in  every  respect.  The.  enemv^H 
about  to  form  a  junction  :  the  capital  wasthci  ttUt 
the  Spanish  force  required  a  basis,  a  point  if^pik 
a  direcrion  to  its  impetus,  and  this  was  to  Be  httk 
alone  in  the  British  auxiliary  army ;  which,  imA 
other  hand,  had  no  other  purpose,  no  other  oUoct 
and  though  certainly  lastly,  yet  not  least  to  be 
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sidered,  in  the  case  of  abandonment  of  the  object, 
no  means  of  protection  even  in  retreat !  Thaai  this 
tetter,  nothing  more  admirable  has  ever  appeared ; 
ft  exhibits  the  qualities  of  a  minister .  under  such 
circumstances  in  a  very  eminent  point  of  view. 
The  following  is  the  letter  of  M.Gai*^  alluded  to:^ 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Arrmf  rfhi^ 
Britannic  Majesty  in  Spain. 

Most  excellent  sir, 

The  supreme  junta,  wishing  at  once  Mr.deGmy 

to  Mr  4*  flPOMlQk 

to  determine  on  the  future  operations  of  the  Engf- 
lish  auxiliary  force,  and  in  order  that  the  plans  jde^ 
eided  on  may  be  for  the  greatest  advantage  of  tfa6 
allied  army,  has  selected  persons  whose  character^ 
knowledge^  and  military  es^erience^  are  united  with 
other  qualities  liecessaiy  for  those  who  ai*e  to  un- 
dertake so  important  a  charge. 

On  this  account  don  Bentua  Escalante,  captain- 
general  of  the  armies  oi<jrranada,  and  brigadier  don 
Agustin  Bueno,  have  been  considered  the  most  fit: 
and  they  will  immediately  set  off  for  Salamanca,  f 
consult  with  the  English  generals,  and  to  agree 
with  them  on  the  plans  that  may  be  thought  most 
seasonable,  and  will  decide  on  the  operations  and 
other  points  that  may  occur;  so  that  the  troops  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  may  act  in  concert  with  ouft, 
and  in  accelerating  their  combined  moyenuents,  Inay 
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^CB?pf  v\k'    ^^^^  *W  delays,  so  <xmtraiy  to  the  npUfc  a|k[  im- 

^''^^"^^l^l^  poictant  cause  of  the  two  nations,  whose  ti»  of 

Nofember.     friendship  and  alliance  become  more  dose  as^thoir 

^joim  Moore,  danger  becomes  greater  and  more  comitK>Bt*<aiidi]i 

participating,  the  glory,  the  greatest  p€(rt:WtUte 
due  to  her  generous  ally.  ■'  ..  i.   .    *'" : 

A  copy  of  this  has  been  sent  for  the  guidance  of 
generals  Escalante  and  Buend.  '   '  *••'*  • 

Mahtik  i>£  Garat. 

M  Jranjuez,  Nov,  ^S.  '-.11 

hariUS!^  '^^  ^'^'^  ^^^P  ^*  2iHrihuted,  by  the  Narrative^  i^th 
toui'^Sn^f  ^**  prdinary  facility,  high  treason :  it  saysrr*:*;  Hw 
spanubgeae-     njission  of  .the/5e  Spanish  generals  wnsunquesttoM-^ 

bly  a  measure  of  don  MorU's^  to  eqdeayour  tdpat^ 
vent  the  retreat  of  the  British  tQ  tbo  aQiith.** ,    . 

That  they  spoke  enthuskstically  thetf^  ia  no 
doubt ; — they  corroborated  the  statement  made  b^^ 
Mr.  Frere,  of:  the  strength  of  the  Spanish  avoiies^ 
asserted  that  they  were  undismayed  and  au^eiit>* 
ing  every  hour ;  and  that  general  San  Juan,  wUii 
S0,000  brave  Spaniards,  was  in  possessiou  of  ithe 
pass  of  Somosierra,  which  he  had  fi>rtified  .ao 
strongly  as  to  render  the  approach  to  Madti4  iiftr 
practicable. 

After  listening  to  this  flattering  statement^  it  as 
vauntingly  stated  in  his  own  memoir,  that  sir.  John 
Moore  exceedingly  surprised  thes6  Spanish  getteifllii 
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u  fty  introducing:  to  then!  colotiel  Graham,  who  Had  bookill 
X  just  brought  certain  accounts  that  San  Juan's  coips  ^^^^-^ffr^^ 
I  had  been  charged  by  a  body  of  French  cavalry,  and     December. 

.  ,        •  ,  t      t  1  Sir  J  Moose's 

I   Were  completely  routed ;    and  that  there  was*  no  harsh  authority, 

I   doubt  that  the  French  army  was  in  full  march  for  to  the  mUsiou  of 

Madrid.  "^^ 

As  colonel  Graham  had  supped  the  night  before 
with  San  Juan,  in  his  way  from  Madrid,  his*  intelli- 
gence could  not  be  questioned. 

Sir  John  by  his  interrogations  seems  to  have 
completely  sounded  the  depth  of  these  generals'  / 

capacities ;  and  finding  them  veiy  ignorant  of  facts, 

4 

was  little  effected  by  their  requisition  to  move  to 
Madrid. 

Considering  these  generate  ns  the  military  re- 
presentatives of  the  supreme  junta,  it  is  to  be 
lamented,  that,  even  if  just,  sir  John  Moore  should 
have  found  it  necessary  to  regard  their  talents, 
and  even  mission,  with  so  mtich  contempt — It  Was, 
perhaps,  still  moi*e  to  be  regretted',  that  not  with- 
out a  satisfactory  tendency  toward  the  allys,  that 
his  communication  with  the  British  minister  ex- 
perienced  no  better  fate.  For  the  Narrative  con- 
tinues : — Nor  was  he  altered  by  Mr.  Frere's  letters; 
one  of  which  was  written  previous  to  his  knowledge 
of  Castanos's  defeat ;  and  the  short  one,  which  was 
written  after  that  event,  contained  no  fresh  infor- 
mation.    He  was  not  eveq  shaken  by  Mr.  Stuart's 
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intelligence ;  but  persisted  in  his  resolution  to  re^ 
tire,  and  waited  only  for  the  arrival  of  generaL 
Hope. 

The  capital  of  Spain  had,  however,  another 
chance.  The  raw  Spanish  armies,  though  they 
could  not  maintain  the  shock  of  the  best  troops  of 
France,  could  re-assemble  with  facility,  and  were 
properly  re-fowiiing  upon  Madrid.  Thither,  there- 
fore, with  every  well-founded  hope,  was  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  British  general  endeavoured  to  be 
drawn. 


Most  excellent  sir, 
T-  5*?''\i®  The  junta,  military  and  civil,  formed 

nr  JoBD  Moore* 

of  all  the  united  authorities  of  the  kingdom,  estab* 
lished  in  the  king's  name  for  the  defence  of  thie 
country,  are  threatened  by  the  enemy ;  and  have 
the  honour  to  lay  before  your  excellency  a  true  and 
just  representation  of  affairs  at  this  moment 

The  army  which  general  Castanos  commanded, 
and  which  amounts  to  about  25,000  men,  is  falling 
back  on  Madrid  in  the  greatest  haste,  to  unite  witli< 
its  garrison ;  and  the  force  which  was  at  Somosienm 
of  10,000  men,  also  is  coming  for  the  same  purpose 
to  this  city,  where  nearly  40,000  men  will  join 
with  them.  With  this  number  of  troops,  the 
enemy's  army  which  has  presented  itself,  is  not  to 
be  feared. 


\  « 
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%i 

But  the  junta,  still  ;apprehenc|ing^n  increase  of  ^^fp^rn.^ 
the  enemy's  force  to  unite  with  that  at  hand,  hope  '^^^Taoa^ 
that  your  excellency,  if  no  force  is  immediately     ^f^"**'* 

^  T«  BnOTw  to 

Opposed  to  you,  will  be  able  to  fall  back  to  unite  w  Joim  Moort, 

with  our  army,  or  take  the  direction  to  fall  on  the 

rear  of  the  enemy.    And  the  junta  cannot  doubt, 

that  the  rapidity  of  your  excellency's  movements 

will  be  such  as  the   interests  of  both  countries 

require. 

With  great  consideration,      ' 

The  Prince  of  Castelfranco, 
Thomas  Morla. 

Madrid,  2d  December,  190S, 

« 

P.  S.  The  junta  is  persuaded,  that  your  excel- 
lency will  haVe  united  with  the  army  that  general 
Blake  commanded. 

This  endeavour  was,  however,  in  vain,  as  was 
the  following : 

This  letter  was  brought  to  Salamanca,  by  a  mes- 
senger of  the  junta,  December  5,  1808,  says  the 
Narrative.  The  prince  of  Castelfranco,  and  don 
Thomas  Morla,  were  deputies  of  the  supreme  junta, 
entrusted  w^th  the  government  of  Madrid ;  and 
the  latter  was  the  person  appointed  to  concert  all 
military  movements  with  the  English  general,  as 
has  been  mentioned.  While  sir  John  was  taking 
this  paper  into  consideration^   colonel  Charmilly 
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arrived  with  the  following  despatches  (nfm 
Frere. 


Decembers,  TaEaoettu 


''  Sir, 


f^S^ll  "^  Though  I  have  little  to  add  of  the  gene- 

ral's representation  respecting  the  means  of  reab- 
%  tance  at  present  existing  in  Spain,  which  I  hSid  the 
honour  of  stating  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  last 
month ;  yet  the  report  which  is  Just  brought  me 
by  colonel  Charmilly,  of  the  state  in  which  he;  left 
Madrid,  is  so  strong  a  confirmation^  or,  mdft 
properly  speaking,  so  much  exceed*  evciy  tbiiig 
which  I  had  ventured  to  say  of  tbe  spirit  and  re- 
solution of  the  people,  that  I  cannot  forbear  repoe* 
sen  ting  to  you  in  the  strongest  manner^  the  propribt^, 
not  to  say  the  necessity,  of  supporting  the  detemu- 
liation  of  the  Spanish  people,  by  all  the  ineUis 
which  have  been  entrusted  to  you  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  taking  upon  myself  aiiy 
degree  of  responsibility,  which  may  attach  itself  to 
this  advice ;  as  I  consider  the  fate  of  Spain  as  dq^ 
pending  absolutely,  for  the  present,  upon  the 
decision  which  you  may  adopt.  I  say,  Jar  the 
present ;  for,  such  is  the  spirit  and  character  of  ^ 
qountry,  that,  even  if  abandoned  by  the  Britishi  I 
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should  by  no  means  despair  of  their  ultimate  sue-  ®^^^.^  "^ 
cess.  v,^/^fc^ 

l»i08. 

You  will  see,  ^by  the  date  of  this,  that  the  junta     ^December. 
are  removed  from  a  situation  in  which  they  were  , 

exposed  to  be  made  prisoners.  They  have  deter- 
mined to  retire  to  Badajos;  where  I  shall  hope  to 
be  honoured  by  your  answer. 

I  have,  &c.  &c. 

J.  H.  Frere.    i 

This  letter,  the  Narrative,  continues,  was  sent  in  coKCharmiiiy'j 
to  the  general,  and  colonel  Charmilly,  the  bearer;  patriotic  zeai  of 

,  the  inhabitanU 

pressed  vehemently  to  see  him  ;  assertmg  that  he  of  Madrid. 
had  important  communications  to  make.  Sir  John 
atJength  came  out  from  an  inner  apartment,*  and 
questioned  him  upon  the  intelligence  he  brought. 
The  colonel  described,  in  lofty  terms,  the  patriotic 
zeal  with  which  all  ranks  of  persons  at  Madrid 
were  anitnated.  The  whole  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
he  said,  were  in  arms,  and  had  united  with  the 
troops.  The  streets  were  barricaded ;  batteries 
were  erecting  all  round  ;  the  peasants  were  flocking 
to  the  capital ;  and,  in  fine,  the  enthusiasm  was 
unexampled. 

He  added,    that  there    were   most    favourable  • 
accounts  of  the  rising  ardour  of  the  south  of  Spain. 

•There   is'  something  exceedingly  affected  in  this  styfe   of 
deicription  of  a  military  transaction. 

VOL.  III.  P 
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"^PA^"'       Sir  J«*»«  Moore  listened  to  all  this  without  ut- 

Ctl Arm    V*X« 

^^-^^^^^l"^  tering  a  word  which  could  indicate  his  thoughts. 
December.     Rut,  whcD  alone,  he  reflected  seriously  upon  the 

Sir  John  Moore 

rou8cdtoa»en$e  extraordinary  demands  which  were  transmitted  to 

of  duty  in  aid  of 

thcSpauish       him,  uot  Only  by  the  Spanish  government,  but  also 

by  the  British  minister ;   a^l  he  called  to  mind, 
that   he  had    been   commanded    to    receive   the 
requisitions  and  representations  of  both  with  the 
utmost  deference  and  attention. 
'  But,  independent  of  these  positive  requisitions^ 

the  intelligence  brought  Viras  of  the  most  favourable 
kind,  i^nd  from  so  authentic  a  source,  that  it  opuid 
not  be  doubted.  The  letters  were  ofiicial,  and 
from  the  highest  authorities :  and  Mr.  Charmilly, 
who  was  deputed  by  the  British  minister,  had 
l>een  an  eye-witness  of  the  effervescence  of  Madrid. 
The  general  was  thus  persuaded  that '  a  great 
and  unexpected  improvement  in  the  public  afiairs 
had  taken  place ;  and  he  judged,  that  he  ought 
not  to  pursue  the  plan  which  he  had  devised  pre» 
vious  to  these  events.  Was  it  becoming  him  tp 
fly  when  the  common  enemy  was  threatening  tht 
ruin  of  Madrid,  and  when  the  inhabitants  of  that 
city  had  bravely  determined  to  perish,  rather  than 
yield?  This  was  impossible;  and,  having  the 
strongest  reasons  to  believe  that  the  causes  for  re- 
treating  had  altered,  he  abandoned  his  intention, 
and  resolved  to  support  the  capital  to  the  utmost 
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of  his  [>ower.     In  short,  he  embraced  upon  this,  as 
upon  all  occasions,  the  determination  which  he 
thought  would  be  most  useful  to  his  country,  and     i>«»«^>«^ 
which  was  most  congenial  to  a  noble  mind. 

To  stop  sir  David  Baird  as  soon  as  possible,  he 
wrote  to  him  (hat  night,  as  foUours : 

Salamanca,  5th  December,  1 808. 

My  dear  sir  David, 

The  city  of  Madrid  have  taken  up  arms,  sir  John  Moom 

to  fir  David 

have  refused  to  capitulate  to  tlie  French,  are  bar-  Bwrd. 
Heading  their  streets,  and  say  they  are  determined 
to  suiFer  every  thing  rather  than  submit.  This 
arrests  the  French;  and  people  who  are  sapguine 
entertain  great  hopes  from  it. — I  own,  mysdf,  I 
fear  this  spirit  has  arisen  too  late ;  and  the  French 
are  now  too  strong  to  be  resisted  in  this  manner. 
There  is,  however,  no  saying ;  and  I  feel  myself 
the  more  obliged  to  give  it  a  trial,  as  Mr.  Frere 
has  made  a  formal  representation,  which  I  received 
this  evening.  I  must  beg,  therefore,  you  will  sus- 
pend your  march  until  you  hear  from  me  again, 
and  make  arrangements  for  your  return  to  Astorga,  . 
should  it  be  necessary. — AH  this  appears  very 
strange  and  unsteady  ;  but,  if  the  spirit  of  enthu- 
siasm does  arise  in  Spain,  and  the  people  will  be 
martyrs,  there  is  no  saying,  in  that  case,  what  our 

p  2 
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^cH^pfviT'  ^^^^  "^^y  ^^-     I  hope,  in  the  mean  time,  the  regi- 
^^'^^l^^^   ment  of  cavalry  is  coming  to  me,  which  I  asked 

December.       yQ^  fo^ 
Sir  John  Moort 

to  sir  David  Believc  me,  &C. 

Baud.  ' 

John  Mooee. 

After  move  full  deliberation^  says  Mr.  Moore, 
he  wrote  again  next  morning  : 

Salamanca,  Dec.  6,  1808. 

My  dear  sir  David, 

I  wrote  to  you  last  night,  to  suspend 
your  retrograde  movements.  I  now  write  to  you, 
to  beg  that  you  will  put  to  the  right-about,  and 
return  bag  and  baggage  to  Astorga. 

The  people  of  Madrid,  it  is  said,  are  enthsiastic 
and  desperate ;  and  certainly  at  this  moment  do  re- 
sist the  French — the  good  which  may  result  from 
this,  it  is  impossible  to  say;  I  can- neither  trust  to 
it,  nor  can  I  altogether  despise  it.  If  the  flame 
catches  elsewhere,  and  becomes  at  all  general,  the 
best  results  may  be  expected ;  if  confined  to 
Madrid,  that  town  Avill  be  sacrificed,  and  all  will  be 
as  bad,  or  worse  than  ever.  In  short,  what  is 
passing  lat  Madrid  may  be  decisive  of  the  fate  of 
Spain  ;  and  we  must  be  at  hand,  to  aid  and  to  take 
advantage  of  whatever  happens.  The  wishes  of 
our  country,  and  our  duty,  demand   this   of  ni^ 
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with  whatever  risk  it  may  be  attended    I  mean  book  hi. 
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to  proceed  bridle  in  hand  ;  for,  if  the  bubble  bursts,  '""^^'^j^ 
and  Madrid  falls,  we  shall  have  a  run  for  it.     Let     i>««mb«r- 

,  ,  Sir  John  Moore 

all  your  preparations,  as  far  as  provisions,  &c.  go,  to  nr  Dtthi 
continue  to  be  made  for  a  retreat,  in  case  that 
should  again  become  necessary.  Establish  one 
magazine  at  Villa  Franca,  and  one  or  two  further 
back ;  to  which  let  salt  meat,  biscuit,  rum  or  wines, 
forage,  &c.  be  brought  up  from  Corunna.  Send  to 
me  to  Zamora,  two  regiments  of  cavalry^  and  one 
brigade  of  horse  artillery ;  keeping  one  regiment 
of  cavalry  and  one  brigade  of  horse  artillery  with 
yourself;  and  send  on  your  troop  s  by  brigades  to 
Benavente.  The  enemy  have  nothing  at  present 
in  that  direction;  we  must  take  advantage  of  it, 
and  by  working  double  tides  make  up  for  lost  time. 
By  means  of  the  cavalry  patroles,  you  will  discover 
any  movements  immediately  near  you  y  and  I  take 
for  granted,  you  have  got  other  <:hannels  of  infor- 
mation ;  and  both  you  and  me,  although  we  may 
look  big,  and  determine  to  get  every  thing  forward, 
yet  we  must  never  lo?e  sight  of  this,  that  at  any 
moment  affairs  may  take  that  turn,  that  will  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  retreat. 

I  shall  write  by  this  opportunity  to  the  marquis 
of  Romana ;  and  it  would  be  satisfactory  if  you 


214 


CAMPAtdMk  IN  dl^AlH  Alf  A  ^OftTUHAL. 


BOOKtn. 

CBAP.  Ytl. 


1808. 
Deatmhet, 

Sir  John  Moons 
to  tir  David 
Baud. 


kept  an  officer  constantly,  or  sent  one  occasiotially 
to  him,  to  judge  his  force,  and  its  State  of  prepa** 
ration  for  service,  to  let  us  know  how  fkt  we  eail 
depend  upon  its  action.  I  Wish  you  Would  ibr^ 
ward  the  money  t»  rtie* 

1  remain,  n^y  dear  sir  David,  &c, 

John  Mmiil 


Sir  David  Baird  had  proceeded  no  farther  than 
Villa  Franca,  and  general  Hope,  with  his  division, 
Was  close  to  Salamanca.  The  British  army,  in  sir 
John's  own  opinion,  had,  therefore,  hewm^  ttiwe  se* 
cure.  He  had  both  cavalry  and  artillery ;  and,  by  a 
movement  to  the  left,  his  junction  with  sir  David 
Baird  was  certain.  To  strengthen  himself  fkrther, 
he  wrote  immediately  to  the  marquis  of  Romana, 
who  was  at  Leon. 


Sir  John  Moore 
to  the  marquis 
d«  U  Romana. 


Sadammica^  6th  December^  1S0S« 


Sir, 


1  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  txodk^ 
lency's  letter  of  the  30th  November*  I  shall  at 
general  write  to  you  in  French,  as  you  desire  it$ 
but  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me,  if  I  address  liiis  to 
you  in  English,  as  I  am .  at  this  moment  a  good 
deal  hurried. 

Since  my  arrival  in  Spain,  I  have  been  put  in 
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no  communication  with  any  of  the  Spanish  armies,    ^^^^  ^^i- 

•'  *        /  vJHAP»  VII* 

and  have  been  kept  perfectly  in  the  dark  with  ^^--^^v^^'i^ 
respect   to   their   movements,  the   plans  of  their     neccmbcr. 

,    ,  .  1       1      •  1        S**'  John  Moort 

generals,  or  their  government; — and   durmg  the  tothemai^«» 

,  -  .  de  la  Romany 

time  my  army  was  on  its  march  to  assemble  and 
unite  itself,  I  have  been  left  exposed  without  the 
least  support. 

My  wjsh  has  always  been  to  co-operate  with  the 
S{!>anish  armies,  for  the  good  of  the  common  cause  : 
but,  at  last,  finding  that  I  was  left  to  myself,  it  be- 
came necessary  for  me  to  think  of  myself  alone  ; 
and  to  consider,  after  the  two  armies  of  generals 
Blake  and  Castanos  were  beaten,  what  steps  I 
could  take  for  the  British  army,  which  was  then 
collecting  at  Astorga  and  this  place ;  thus,  the  more 
helpless  from  its  separation;  but,  even  if  united, 
not  sufficiently  strong  to  encounter  the  whole  force 
of  the  enemy,  which  I  saw  would  immediately  be 
turned  against  us.  I  therefore  felt  myself  obliged, 
however  reluctantly,  to  order  the  corps  at  Astorga, 
to  fall  back  on  Corunna,  and  I  meant  myself, 
with  the  corps  I  had  here,  to  retire  upon  Portugal, 
from  whence  I  should  be  ready  to  return  to  tlve 
assistance  of  Spain,  whenever  their  affairs  were 
better  managed,  and  an  opportunity  offered  of 
doing  them  any  good.  Perhaps  thi;s  opportunity 
has  already  occurred.  The  French  have  turned  a 
great  part  of  their  force  against    Madrid,     The 
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people  there  have  armed  themselves,  and  say  they 
are  determined  to  resist.     If  this  enthusiasm  which 
December,     actuates  the  peoplc  of  Madrid  last,  and  they  coa- 

Sir  John  Moore      .  *^       '  i         /.    i 

to  the  iharquis    tmuc  resolute,  and,  above  ^11,  if  the -example  of  the 

de  la  Rumaua. 

capital  is  followed,  and  the  enthusiasm  becomes  at 
all  general  throughout  Spain,  and  induces  large 
armies  to  come  forward  to  the  assistance  of  Mad- 
rid,— Spain  may  still  hope  to  recover  from  her 
misfortunes,  repel  the  French,  and  re-establish  her 
independence.  As  my  retreat  was  forced,-  and 
made  with  reluctance,  so  it  is  stopped  the  moment 
I  see  a  chance  of  acting  for  the  advantage  of  this 
country.*  I  have  ordered  sir  David  Baird  to  re- 
turn with  his  corps  to  Astorga,  and  from  thence  to 
Benavente.  My  wish  is  to  unite  with  you ;  and 
to  undertake  with  you  such  operations  as  we  may 
judge  best  for  the  support  of  Madrid,  and  the  d^ 
feat  of  the  enemy.  The  French  have  driven  gene- 
ral St.  Juan  from  the  Somosierra ;  and  are  in 
possession  of  that  and  the  pass  of  the  Guardarama. 

General  Castanos  is  said  to  be  at  Siguenza. 
The  supreme  junta  have  retired  to  Badajos.  •■  The 
duke  of  Castlefranco,  and  Mr.  Morla,  are  at  the 
head  of  the  junta,  civil  and  military,  at  Madrid. 

I  have  written  to  you  with  that  frankness  which, 


*  The  time  lost  in  this  vacc illation,  however,  was  entireljr 
disastrous. 
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become  a  military  man ;  I  shall  act  with  you' in  the    ^^^J^^ 
sanje  manner.     I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  your  ^"^[^^^^ 
character ;   and  you  will  find  me  always  ready  to     P«»n*er. 

.   .  Sir  John  Moore 

undertake  whatever  is  practicable  for  the  advantage  to  the  nurqois 

daURooiaiuu 

of  the  Spanish  nation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  l>e,  &c. 

John  Moore. 


How  agreeably  different  is  this  letter  from  the 
complaining  part  of  sir  John  Moore's  despatches* 
One  cannot  but  exclaim— 51  sic  omnia. 

Still,  however,  without  any  cynical  asperity,  it 
must  be  observed,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  un-, 
necessary  verbiage  in  it;  If,  for  instance,  sir  John 
Moore  had  not  time  to  write  in  French,  (though 
it  is  hard  to  conceive  any  greater  difficulty  to  that 
accomplished  general  in  writing  French  than 
English,)  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  a  secretary  or 
one  of  his  staff  should  not  have  been  permitted  to  /^ 
assist  him  ;  for  there  is  nothing  whatever  superior 
in  his  letters,  to  those  of  other  generals  who  make 
no  boast  of  the  happy  talent  of  letter-writing ;  in 
fact,  the  correspondence  of  sir  John  Hope,  and  sir 
David  Baird,  is  by  no  means  inferior;  on. the  con- 
trary,  that  of  the  former  is  replete  with  eloquence. 

In  the  morning  of  December  G,  adds  the  Nar- 
rative, colonel  Charmilly  again  appeared  at  head-^ 
quarters,  and  presented  the  following  letter,  which 
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^^?^^  he  had  been  desired  not  to  deliver  unless  it  was 
^-^^w'^-^  necessary. 

Sir, 
Mr.  Frera  to  In  the  event,  which  I  did  not  wish  to 

Sir  Jfrfin  Moora. 

pre-suppose,  of  your  continuing  the  determination 
already  announced  to  me  of  retiring  with  the  army 
under  your  command,  I  have  to  request  that  colo- 
nel Charmilly^  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  and  whose 
intelligence  has  been  already  referred  to,  may  be 
previously  examined  before  a  council  of  war. 

I  have,  &c. 

J.  IL  Fa£ja£. 


The  circumstances  and  conduct  of  thb  campaigi^  ^ 
are  so  peculiar,  that,  however  extra- military,  it  be* 
comes  necessary  to  quote  the  opinion  of  sir  John 
Moore  in  this  letter : 


Mr.  Frere'9  mind,  says  the  Narrative,*  must 
have  been  strongly  wrought  upon  to  view  the  19- 
,  treat  of  the  British  army  to  the  Tagus,  as  so  inju* 
rious  a  measure.  For,  not  content  with  sending  iiF 
telligence  of  the  brilliant  state  of  Spanish  afiairs^  and 
employing  arguments,  requisitions^  and  deputations, 


■%■ 


•  Of  Mr.  Jasoes  Moore,  p.  154. 
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he  here  attempts  to  contrbul  the  commander  of  the  .^^f^^/J^ 
forces ;  and  seems  to  have  expected  to  compel  him    '^^^T^^ 
by  a  council  of  war  to  obey,  even  against  his     dww"**"-. 
wilL 

'  It  may  easily  be  conceived,  (it  continues,)  that  a 
high-spirited  officer  could  not  read  such  a  propo- 
iitioa  without  expressing  great  indignation  at  the 
writer.  And  he  was  astonished  to  find,  that  Mr. 
Frere  had  had  the  imprudence  to  entrust  colonel 
Chartnilly  with  the  secrets  contained  in  the  im- 
portant despatches  he  brought. 

The  general,  however,  not  choosing  to  repose 
any  confidence  in  this  Frenchman,  did  not  utter  a 
sylkbJe  which  could  give  him  the  slightest  indi- 
cation of  his  plan ;  and,  not  even  approving  of  his 
presence  with  the  army,  directed  the  adjutant- 
general  to  write  an  order  for  him  to  retire. 

Tlie  colonel  was  thus  dismissed,  with  the  con- 
viction that  sir  John  Moore  was  still  determined  tp 
i«treat ;  and  he  returned  to  Mr.  Frere,  to  commu-- 
niCRte  the  bad  success  of  his  mission* 

But,  notwithstanding  this  conduct  of  Mr.  Frere, 
sir  John'  wrote  to  him  an  answer  so  calm  and  dig^ 
nified  :^  to  form  a  striking  contrast  with  the  style 
of  the  other.  For,  as  Mr.  Frere  was  the  king's 
mmister,  he  was  desirous,  if  possible,  of  preserving 
u  correspondence  which  was  necessary  for  the  pub- 
Uc  service. 
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Surely,  these  opinions  and  this  conduct,  are  very 
incompatible  with  the  relation  established  by  the 
British  government  between  its  general  and  mini^ 
ter ;  and  it  cannot  but  strike  one  forcibly,  that,  if 
Mr.  Charmilly  excited  suspicions,  he  ought  not  td 
have  been  set  at  large. 

His  excellency  very  early  thus  addressed  himsdf 
to  the  British  minister. 

Salamanca,  Dec.  6,  1808. 

Sir, 
Sir  John  Moore  J  had  the  houour  to  receive,  on  the  fid 

te  Mr.  Frere. 

instant,  your  letter  of  the  30th,  in  answer  to  that 
which  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  27th  November. 
Had  this  army  been  united  and  ready  to  act  at  the 
time  of  general  Castanos'  defeat,  much  as  I  think 
it  would  have  been  risking  it,  yet  it  was  my  in- 
tention to  have  marched  on  Madrid,  and  to  have 
shared  the  fortunes  of  the  Spanish  nation.     If  I 
could  not  have  sustained  myself  there,  I  though^ 
by  placing  myself  behind  the  Tagus,  I  might  give 
the  broken  armies,  and  the  people  of  Spain,  if  they 
had  patriotism  left,  an  opportunity  to  assemble 
round  me,  and  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  capital 
That  tliis  was  my  intention,   is  known  to  the 
officers  with  me,  who  are  in  my  confidence ;  it  is 
known  also  to  lord  Castlereagh,  to  whom  I  liad 
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imparted  it  in  one  of  my  late  letters.     I  wished  to   ^JJ^J^^™* 
|?ave  my. opinion  confirmed  by  yours;  which  was  ^"^"^^^ 
the  reason  of  my  addressing  you  on  the  27th.  ^Jj^^\ 
Had  you  seen  the  affairs  of  Spain  in  a  different  m^-  ^"«** 
l^hty  and  had  you  been  adverse  to  the  army  being 
committed  in  the  heart  of  Spain,    your  opinion 
upon '  such  a  subject,  would,  I  may  say,  certainly 
havje  decided  me  to  have  altered  my  intention. 

With  respect  to  the  determination  I  made  on  the 
evemng  of  the  28th,    ifpott  receiving  from  Mr. 
Stuart  the  account  of  Castanos'  defeat,  I  should, 
had  -you  been  with  me,  have  communicated  it  to 
you;  but  should  never  have  thought  of  asking 
your  advice  or  opinion,^    as  that  determination   ^ 
was  founded   on  circumstances  with  which  you 
^^ovid  not  be  acquainted^    and  was,    besides,    a 
question  merely   military,    of  which  I   thought 
myself  the  best  judge.     At  that  time  the  army 
was  divided  into  three  different  corps,  and  could 
not  possibly  be  united  before  the  13th  or  14th 
•of  this  month ;    before  which  period  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  would  be  attacked 
-by  all  the  force  of  the  enemy  :    as,  after  general 
Castanos'   defeat,    I   know  of  no  Spanish  army 
Irom  which  it  could  receive  the  smallest  assist- 
ance.    The  army  I  commanded  was  weak  from 

♦  Yet  this  would  not  have  overstepped  the  boundaries  of  his 
excellency's  orders.  - 
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*cH?p^T??*   '*P*"'*'on ;   and,  when  united,  amounts  to  only 

^-•-v-*-'  26,000  men,  fit  for  duty.    I  had  been  lefk  with- 

Deccrobcr.     out  any  Communication  with  any  of  the  Spanish 

Sir  JobD  Moore  ,  ,  . 

toMr.  Frere.     armics ;  1  expectcd  no  assistance  from  any,  and  it 

behoved  me  to  consider  the  safety  of  the  British 
troops.  I  therefore  directed  sir  David  Baird,  whose 
corps  would  not  have  been  collected  at  Astorga 
until  the  4th  of  this  month,  to  fall  back  on  Co* 
runna.  I  directed  general  Hope,  by  forced  marches, . 
to  join  me  here,  where  I  intended,  if  I  wis  per^ 
mitted,  to  wait  his  arrival ;  and  I  took  measures 
for  retiring,  with  him,  into  Portugal,  with  a  view 
either  to  defend  that  frontier,  and,  ultimately,  to 
return  to  Lisbon,  or  to  return  to  Spain  should  any 
change  of  afiuirs  there  render  it  eligible. 

The  resistance  made  by  the  people  of  Madrid 
has  occupied  the  French,  and  has  prevented  any 
corps  from  being  detached  against  me.  This 
example  of  enthusiastic  patriotism  in  the  ca^ 
pital,  if  it  holds,*  may  be  followed  by  the  most 
happy  effects,  if  the  flame  communicates,  and  the 
example  is  followed  by  the  provinces.    There  has 

t  Here  is  at  once  an  acknowledgement  of  Mr.Trere's  judges 
ment,  in  urging  an  advance  on  the  capital;  and  while  it  did 
hold^  much  was  naturally  to  be  expected  from  the  British  army. 
It  was  the  general's  bushiest  to  preserve  and  extend  this  enthu* 
siasm.  What  would  not  an  audacious  attack  have  effected  in 
lieu  of  this  marching  and  counter-marching,  ordering,  and 
counter-ordering,  forming  only  what  may  be  termed  the  vaccit 
ktions  of  Salamanca. 
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been  no  ^exampIe  of  any  such  resistance  in  any  ^^f^^^ 
other  part  of  Spain  ;*  and,  though  I  hope  this  will  ^-^t^^ 
produce  it,  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  much  i>ccember. 
enthusiasm  elsewhere.  Their  armies  are  devoid  of  Mr.  ftere. 
both ;  and,  though  I  trust  it  will  prove  otherwise, 
I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  doubtful,  whether  the 
people  of  Madrid  will  continue  firm  when  they 
come  to  be  pressed.  If  they  yield,  the  whole  is 
gone.  I  received  yesterday  a  letter  from  the  junta 
of  Madrid.  I  have  ordered  sir  David  Baird  to 
march  blick  to  Astorga ;  and  have  stopped  my  pre- 
parations for  a  retreat  on  Portugal.  I  have  put 
myself  iji  communication  with  the  marquis  Ro- 
Qiana,  at  Leon ;  and,  i/t^thout  being  able  exactly 
to  say  in  what  manner,  every  thing  shall  be  done 
for  the  assistance  of  Madrid,  and  the  Spanish 
cause,  that  can  be  expected  from  an  army  such  as 
I  command.  I  cannot  make  a  direct  movement  on 
Madrid,  because  the  passage  of  the  Guardarama 
and  Somasierra  are  in  the  hands  of  the  French. 
Besides,  until  joined  by  sir  David  Baird,  I  am  much 
too  weak.  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  thus  calmly 
to  explain  to  you  the  reasons  which  have  and  do 
actuate  my  conduct;  and  I  wish  anxiously,  as  the 
king's  minister,  to  continue  upon  the  most  confi- 
dential footing  with  you  :  and  I  hope,  as  we  have 
but  one  interest,  the  public  welfare,  though  we 
may  occasionally  see  it  in  different  aspects,  that 


S24  CAMPAIGNS  IX  SPAIX  AND  P.OBTUOAL. 

^^J!^™'  this  will  not  disturb  the  harmony  that  should  sub-. 

CHAP*  VXX*  *' 

^^^^v-^*^  sist  between  us. 
December.       "Fully  impressed  as  I  am  with  these  sentimentSi 

Sir  John  Moore  ^      i     -m 

to  Mr.  Frere.     I  shall  abstain  from  any   remark  upon  the   two 

letters  from  you,  delivered  to  me  last  night;  and 
this  morning  by  colonel  Charmilly,  or  on  the  mesn 
sage  which  accompanied  them.  I  certainly  at  first 
did  feel,  and  expressed  much  indignation,  at  a 
person  like  him,  being  made  the  channel  of  a  com- 
munication of  that  sort  from  you  to  me.  Those 
feelings  are  at  an  end  ;  and  I  dare  say  they  never 
will  be  excited  towards  you  again. 

If  Mr.  Charmilly  is  your  friend,  it  was,  per- 
haps, natural  for  you  to  employ  him ;  but  I.  have 
prejudices  against  all  that  cla3s;  and  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  put  any  trust  in  him.  I  shall,  therefor^ 
thank  you  not  to  employ  him  any  more  in  any 
communication  with  me.  It  is  impossible  not  to 
remark,  that  whatever  enthusiasm  exists  in  the 
country,  a  small  portion  of  it  belongs  to  the  Junta; 
who  would  otherwise,  I  think,  have  found  some 
place  more  central,  and  less  remote,  than  Badajoz 
for  their  residence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

John  Moore. 

« 

This  letter  is  certainly  a  most  extraordinary 
communication.    The  manner,  however,  in  which 
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CHAP.  VXI. 


the  person  depr^ted  by  the  British  minister  to  his 
excellency,    is   treated   in   it,   is,    in  the  highest       ^^^ 
degree,  abrupt  and  improper,  and  equally  without     J^^cttn***- 

^  Obsenratious 

any  Vrounds  being  advanced  for  such  treatment.      on  the  letten  of 

tir  John  Moore 

To  refuse  to  e:samine  any  person  sent  to  him  by  ^  Mr.  Frew, 
the  British  minister  for  that  purpose,  was  surely  an 
act  of  austerity  highly  unbecoming ;  but  when  re- 
cognising that  person  as  the  "  Friend"  of  the  Bri-^ 
tish  minister,  it  was  ungracious  in  the  extreme. 

The  general  declared,  however,  his  dislike  of 
such  people,  but,  as  usual,  without  accounting  for 
such  dislike,  by  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  motive 
or  reason. 

It  may,  perhapsi  be  observed,  that  few  generals 
pass  through  the  operations  of  a  campaign  without 
employing. and  conversing  with  many  for  whom 
they  ma}'  not  have  a  direct  liking,  with  emissaries 
even  for  whose  services,  however  useful,  they  may 
feel  disgust ;  yet,  even  this  does  not  induce  the  ge- 
neral to  forego  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
these  necessary  appendages  to  an  army. 

But  in  the  present  instance  it  is  due  to  the  cha«* 
racter  of  the  British  government,  of  its  minister^ 
and  of  the  individual  himself,  to  inquire  wliat 
could  be  the  cause  of  sir  John  Moore's  dislike  to 
M,  Charmilly  in  his  pul>lic  character  ? 
..  It  has  already,  indeed,  appeared  as  if  he  consi- 
dered tlie  whole  of  the  British  officers  sent  to 

VOL.  III.  Q 
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BOOK  ill.  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of  intelligedce,  of  asnsting 
^*-^^v^^^   in  the  formation  of  the  Spanish  and  Portugwcsc 

l)eceinber.  armies,  and  facilitating  tlie  operations  of  the 
ou  the  letters  of  whole  as  Well  as  our  own,  as  little  better  than  a 

sir  J.  Moora  to  ^  .         .  .  .  r»       '^^  i     r     — . 

Mr.  Frere.        Set  of  lutriguers,  acquiring  a  factitious  rank  rrom 

services  at  least  irregular,  and  at  best  of  littk 
value ;  and  all  this  in  direct  opposition  to  the  facts 
so  honourable  to  tliem,  which  every  where  stared 
him  in  the  faCe. 

But  still  the  character  of  M .  de  Charmrlly  was  of 
a  peculiar  kind,  and  should  not  surely  have  been 
treated  by  the  general  as  that  of  a  suspected 
traitor. 

Possessing  an  ample  property  in  his  own  country 
in  one  of  those  revolutions,  which  have  stained  the 
history  of  the  present  age,  he  adopted  England, 
and  pioved  himself  faithful  to  her  interests.  For 
them  he  had  bled  by  the  side  of  one  of  the  gene- 
rals, (sir  B.  Spencer,)  who  was  prominctit  in  the 
war  of  the  peninsula-  He  had  resided  in  the  Bri- 
tish capital,  in  a  manner  to  become  sufficiently 
known,  and  had  so  pledged  himself  and  his  circum- 
stances as  to  have  become  naturalised.  This  war,  lo 
congenial  to  that  in  which  he  had  acted  conspicu-' 
ously,  attracted  him,  and  he  was  induced  to  com-' 
mit  himself  again  to  fortnne,  by  raising  a  native 
regiment.  His  activity,  judgment,  and  f3u;ilHy, 
rendered  him  importantly  useful  to  the  British 
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minister  and  th^  Spanish  cause,  and,  therefore,  it  bookiil 
were  to  have  been  supposed,  to  the  British  general.  ^'^'^^^^ 
However  this  was,  nothing  could  be  more  sin-*     i>ecerab«r. 

Observations 

ffular  than  the  dislike  expressed  by  sir  John  Moore  ©a  the  leucn  of 

^  .  .  «r  J-  Moort  to 

to  sucli  a  character,  except  his  refusing  to  avail  Mr.  Frere. 
himself,  in  any  way,  of  his  intelligence,  or  to  se- 
cure its  veracity  by  a  council  of  war!*  And  this 

*  The  use  made  ofUiis  incident,  afterwards  in  parliament,  and 
la  some  of  the  newspapers,  was  of  the  most  extraordinary  kind. 
It  produced,  hoWeVcf,  in  a  Journal  of  the  day,  the  following  addi* 
tional  account  of  M.  de  Charmilly,  which  may  be  acceptible  here : 

''*  There  is  a  wonderful  mystery  created  in  the  luckless  mes« 
senger,  the  most  mysterious  that  ever  was  contrived.     If  lord  ' 

Grey  was  not  ashamed  to  gather  London  dirt  around  him,  which 
we  Would  not  repeat,  why  was  lord  Liverpool  (who  may  know 
how  excellence  often  emerges  from  obscurity)  ashamed  td  de« 
fend  the  man  employed  by  his  colleguesy  whose  whole  story 
would  have  reflected  credit  on  any  defenders.  If  neither  know 
'•  this  man/'  nor  their  scrutinising  journals  cannot  discover  him* 
WE  can,  and  without  being  able  to  assume  to  ourselves  any  great 
superiority  of  intelligence.  Hq  is,  then,  the  count  de  Charmilly, 
one  of  the  most  opulent  and  intelligent  colonists  of  St.  Domingo, 
the  garden  of  the  antillcs,  a  man  who,  had  he  been  less  attached 
to  the  old  regimen  of  France,  would  have  pfovefd  himself  of  si. 
milar  materials  to  the  princes,  marshals,  and  generals  of  him,  of 
whom  earl  Grey,  with  truth,  pronounced  the  eulogy.  Disdain* 
ing  a  compromise  of  his  principle,  for  the  safety  of  his  property^ 
he  preferred  placing  himself  at  the  Iiead  of  tho^,  who  invited 
England  to  the  acquisition  of  his  country.  That  the  enterprise 
fiuled»  will  not  be  imputed  to  him,  where  a  Whiulocke  hid  the 
command !  There  are,  however,  generals  enough  to  tell,  thai 
those  parts  of  it  which  did  succeed,  were  chiefly  planned  by 
him,  and  that  he  joined,  and  bled,  in  their  execution  ;  and  tlie 

Q  2 
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BOOK  III.   tjje  more  particularly,  when  a  dearth  of  intelH- 

OHAP.  VII.  *  •'' 

^^■^^v^^-^  ffencc  is  one  of  the  most  promhient  complaints  of 

1808.  ^  r  r 

December,     the  British  general  in  every  relation,  and  at  evciy 
on  the  ictien  &f  Opportunity;  and  whatever  was  to  be  derived  trom 
Mr.  Frere.        this  pcrsou,  camc  authenticated  by  all  the  autho- 
rity of  office,   either  with  respect  to  Britain  or 
Spain. 

Of  a  similar  character  is  the  following  letter,  in 
regard  to  the  Spanish  generals,  who  had  been  dc* 
puted  to  him,  with  the  whole  confidence  of  their 
government ;  but  that  it  goes  beyond  it,  and  as- 
sumes a  contumacy  of  the  most  dangerous  kind. 

Salamanca,  6tk  Dec.  180$^ 
Sirj 

Sir  J.  Moore  to  J  ncglcctcd  to  mcutiou  to  you  in  my  letter 

of  this  date,  that  the  general  officers,  Escalante 
and  Bueno,  had  been  with  me,  who  are  mentioned 

British  public  knowi  or  may  know,  hini.  In  the  quarto  yiJume 
which  forms  the  history  of  his  country,  and  himself;  and  the 
eulogy  of  those  very  blacks,  with  whom  we  have  now  a  settled 
intercourse.  In  London  "  this  man^'  was  not  among  the  contra* 
revolutionists,  who  took  the  first  opportunity  of  Kuccumbing  to 
Buonaparte.  He  preferred  to  remain  faith  fid  to  the  sovereign  be 
had  adopted.  Is  it  then  to  be  wondered  that  in  such  a  career,  in 
which  he  had  been  so  experienced,  brave^  intelligent,  and  fiuth- 
ful,  he  should  be  so  employed :  Our  space,  rather  than  our  will, 
refuses  us,  for  the  present,  to  say  more  of  the  ng/steriauB  iwi* 
smgcr  though  wbll-knowm  M.  de  Charrailly/^— ^^iita»r, 
April,  1809. 


Mr.  Frcrc. 
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in  that  extraordinary  paper  which  you  sent  nie     ohap.vh. 
with  your  letters  of  the  30th  of  Nov.  signed  by   ^^^^^ 
Martin  de  Garary,  secretary  of  the  junta.     The  g.^  j  mowb  t^ 
two  generals  seemed  to  me  to  be  two  weak  oldmeHj  ^•^^«*«- 
or  rather  women^*  with  whom  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  concert  any  military  operations,  had  I 
been  so  inclined. 

The  persons  with  whom  such  operations  can  be 
concerted  at  present  are  the  generals,  who  com- 
mand the  armies,  not  men  like  these  two,  who 
have  no  information  upon  which  such  plans  can  be 
formed,  except  the  official  papers,  always  incor- 
rect, which  have  been  given  to  them  from  public 
offices.  Their  conference  with  me  consisted  in 
questions,  and  in  assertions,  with  respect  to  the 
strength  of  different  Spanish  corps,  all  of  which  I 
knew  to  be  erroneous;  and  they  neither  knew  that 
Segovia  nor  Somosierra  were  in  possession  of  the 
enemy.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  save  me  from 
such  visits,  which  are  very  painful. 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  letter  of  this  day, 
that  I  had  a  letter  from  the  junta  at  Madrid.  My 
instructions  direct  me,  that  all  my  communications 
with  the  Spanish  government  should  go  through 
you;  and  I  should  be  very  happy,  on  every  ac» 

*  This  does  not  seem  to  have  been  thought  so  at  the  time* 
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^cB^F.^viV.^    count,  to  comply  witU  them;  but  I  do  not 

^^^^^^0^^^'  how  this  can  be,  if  you  continue  at  Badajos.     I 

December,     sliall,  howcver,  scnd  you  copies  of  them,  if  you 

Sir  J.  Moore  to  . 

Mr.  Freie.  WISJl  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moore. 


The  following  romantic  picture  is  given  in  the 
general's  journal,  of  ideas  at  this  time  revolving 
in  his  mind,  while  waiting  for  the  junction  of  sir 
David  Baird. 

After  Castanos'  defeat,  the  French  marched  to 
Madrid.  The  inhabitants  flew  to  arms,  barricaded 
their  streets,  and  swore  to  die  rather  than  sub- 
mit 

This  has  arrested  the  progress  of  the  French, 
and  Madrid  still  holds  out  This  is  the  first  in- 
stance of  enthusiasm  shown.  There  is  a  chance 
that  the  example  may  be  followed,  and  the  people 
be  saved.  I  have  stopped  Daird's  retreat,  and  am 
taking  measures  to  form  our  junction,  whilst  the 
French  are  wholly  occupied  with  Madrid. 

We  are  bound  not  to  abandon  the  cause  as  long 
as  there  is  hope.  But  the  courage  of  the  popu- 
lace of  IMadrid  may  fail ;  or,  j^t  any  rate,  they 
may  not  be  able  to  resist  In  short,  in  a  moment, 
things  may  be  as  bad  as  ever,  unless  the  whole 
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country  is  animated,  and  flocks  to  the  aid  of  the    ^^^^^  ^^ 

^  .  ^  CHIP.  VII, 

capital.  ^"'TS^' 

In  this  part  the  people  are  passive.     I  have  sent     i>«cmbcr, 
colonel  Graham  to  Madrid,  to  let  me  know  ex-  Mr.  Frtre. 
actly  what  is  passing ;  for  we  find  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulty to  get  people  to  bring  us  information. 

Colonel  Graham,  on  his  mission  to  Maclrid,  bore 
the  following  letter ; 

Salamanca,  6th  Dec,  1 808. 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive,  last  niffht  ^}^  J.  Moore  to 

^     ^    the  duke  of  Gas- 

a  letter,  signed  by  the  duke  of  Castelfranco  and  jj^^oriiT''^' 
M,  de  Morla,  in  the  name  of  the  junta,  military 
and  civil,  established  at  Madrid.  Hitherto  I  have 
been  left  without  communication  or  support  from 
any  of  the  Spanish  armies ;  and,  as  the  army  I 
command  was  separated  at  Astorga  and  Sala- 
manca, at  which  place  it  had  been  ordered  to  col- 
lect, at  the  time  when  the  army,  under  general 
Castanos,  was  defeated,  it  became  necessary  for 
jne  to  consider  what  steps  were  necessarj'  for  the 
security  of  the  British  army,  which  was  helpless 
from  its  separation,  and,  when  unjted,  pot  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  encpupter  the  whole  French 
force,  which  was  about  to  be  turned  against  it. 
I  had,  therefore,  ordered  the  corps  at  Astorga  to 
fall  back  on  Corunna,  and  was  about  to  retire  with 
thp  corps  from  this  to  some  place  of  greater  secu- 
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rity,  from  whence  I  might  return  to  the  assist- 
1808        ^^^^  ^^  Spain,  when  a  more  favourable  opportu* 
Decemt>er.     j^j^y  offered.     Those  measures  I  have  now  stopped. 

Sir  J.  Moore  to       ' /^  .  '^'^ 

iiuj  ihike of  Ctt».  The  corps,  under  sir  David  Baird,  shall  return  to 

tei franco  and  M. 

deMoria.         Astorga.     I  have  put  myself  in  communication 

with  the  marquis  de  la  Komana,  at  Leon ;  and-I 
shall,  in  concert  with  him,  undertake  such  opera- 
tions as  are  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  Spain, 
and  for  the  relief  and  assistance  of  Madrid.  I 
should  hope  that  the  example  of  patriotism  given 
by  the  capital  will  be  followed  by  the  provinces, 
and  that  the  people  will  flock  up  to  its  assistance ; 
when,  headed  by  the  armies,  the  best  results  may 
be  expected.  The  junta  may  rest  assured,  that 
every  thing  shall  be  done  by  me  that  can  be  ex- 
pected by  such  a  corps  as  I  command.  This  will 
be  delivered  by  colonel  Graham,  whom  I  send  to 
the  junta,  that  he  may  explain  the  particulars  of 
my  situation,  and  communicate  to  me  the  wishes 
of  the  junta,  and  the  relative  positions  and  strength 
of  the  people  of  IMadrid,  and  the  French  oppos^ 
to  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  excellency's,  &c. 

John  Mooue. 

It  is  useless  to  enter  into  the  ideas,  which  have 
been  rendered  tolerably  current  by  the  eloquent 
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^Narrative"  of  the  brother  of  general  sir  John  ^?PA??^ 

O  CHAP*  ▼II* 

Moore,  on  the  subject  of  this  letter,  or  of  the  cir-  ""^^^C^ 
cumstances  of  the  surrender  of  Madrid ;   yet  the     b«»»»»^- 

-  „        .  ...  1  •         •  1  Spanish opem- 

following  statements  are  too  striking  and  too  devoid  tions. 
oi proof  to  be  omitted  even  in  a  general  notice. 
-  "  The  two  high-born  Spanish  chiefs  sheathed  their 
swords  at  the  sight  of  the  enemy  of  their  country, 
and  by  hit  order  employed  their  perfidious  pens  to 
betray  the  British  army  !  In  the  letter  to  sir  John 
MoorCj  the  signature^  II  Principe  de  Castelfranco^ 
is  written  with  a  steady  handy  but  Thomas  Morlds 
appears  to  have  trembled  in  signing  his  infamy  ! 

Buonaparte,  with  affected  grandeur,  pretended 
to  extend  his  clemency  to  these  degraded  Spaniards^ 
To  conceal  their  concert  with  him,  and  to  gratify 
his  spleen,  he  cunningly  taunted  Morla  for  his  for- 
mer perfidy  in  breaking  the  capitulation  with  Du- 
pont ;  but  so  shallow  a  device  is  easily  compre- 
hended ! 

Morla  made  good  terms  for  himself  and  his  base 
associates*  His  fortune  and  military  rank  were  pre- 
served to  him,  and  he  stoops  to  exist  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  usurper  of  his  country. 

Vendidit  hie  auro  patriam,  doroinumque  potentem 
Inposuit,  fixit  leges  pretio  atque  refixit ! 

But  these  dismal  truths  were  all  unknown  to  sir 
Johh  Moore :  he  never  saw  the  men^  and  had  n» 
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means  of  judging  of  the  sincerity  of  their  proftt- 
sions.  He  perceived  very  clearly  the  folly  which 
predominated  in  the  Spanish  councils,  but  conjec- 
tured nothing  worse. ** 

Here  is  assertion  of  the  most  flagrant  kind,  with- 
out the  smallest  testimony,  and  complaint  not 
merely  without  foundation,  but  recurring  upon  the 
general  himself,  as  where  he  complains  of  not  know- 
ing the  men  whom  he  had  been  incited  to  know ; 
and  professes  favourable  ignorance  of  the  character 
of  the  Spanish  nation  which  he  had  set  down  as 
the  worst 

It  was  fortunate  for  his  spirit,  that,  on  the  7th 
of  December,  he  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  tihe 
following  patriotic  address  from  the  city  of  Tcdedo, 
which,  as  has  been  described,  was  animated. 


llie  janta  of 
Toledo  to 
sir  J.  Moore. 


Toledo,  December  5, 1808. 

Excellent  sir. 

The  junta  of  Toledo,  most  anxiously 
wishing  to  save  their  country,  have  signified  to  ge- 
neral Eredia,  the  commandant  of  this  ca|utal,  that 
it  is  their  intention  to  reunite  here  the  dispenjed 
armies,  and  to  take  the  proper  measures  to  enable 
him  to  defend  this  city  to  the  last  extremity, 

Tlie  junta  is  besides  in  communication  with  Aran- 
juez,  and  other  points  of  union,  and  have  the  aatis* 
faction  to  assure  your  excellency  tliat  they  are  re- 
solved to  die  in  defence  of  their  country.    They 
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transmit  this  information  for  the  guidance  of  your  ^^^^^^ 
excellency,  wishing  you  many  years.  ^^2w[^^ 

(Signed)        The  Members  of  the  Junta,         December. 

^    ^        ^  Sir  J.  Moore  to 

the  junta  of 
.  Toledo. 

To  this  the  followmg  agreeable  answer  was  re- 
turned. 

Salamancaf  Dec.  7,  1808. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  received  this  morning  the 
letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress to  me. 

The  sentiments  it  contains,  and  the  determination 
you  express  to  die  for  your  country,  do  you  and 
the  city  of  Toledo  the  greatest  honour.  If  similar 
sentinieiits  animate  the  rest  of  Spain,  and  the  Spa- 
niards will  adhere  faithfully  to  each  other,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  your  ultimate  success,  whatever 
temporary  advantages  the  French  may  perhaps 
gain.  The  example  given  by  Madrid  is  worthy  of 
a  great  nation ;  it  will,  I  hope,  excite  the  enthu- 
siasm  of  all  good  Spaniards ;  make  them  collect, 
and  march  to  the  assistance  of  a  town  which  ought 
not  to  be  sacrificed. 

The  British  army,  like  the  British  nation,  is  de- 
sirous of  rendering  every  assistance  to  the  Spanish 
cause,  apd  you  may  depend  upon  its  best  exertions. 
I  am  uniting  the  different  corps  of  the  army,  and 
preparing  to  act. 
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^•^"v*'"^-^  the  army  that  was  with  general  Blake  in  Biscay ; 
December,     ^q j^  jq  coiicert  With  hiiD,  whatever  is  possible  on 

Sir  J.  Moore  to 

the  junta  of       this  Side  shall  be  done. 

Toledo. 

I  shall  hope  to  continue  m  correspondence  with 
you,  and  that  you  will  inform  me  with  the  progress 
you  make,  and  with  whatever  movements  are  made 
either  by  the  enemy  or  by  the  armed  force  assem- 
bling at  Toledo.  You  shall  be  equally  informed 
b}'  me  of  every  thing  on  this  side.  In  order  to  fa- 
^  cilitate  this  correspondence,  I  shall  send  a  British 
officer  to  reside  at  Toledo,  which  I  trust  will  rtiect 
your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

John  Moore; 

Something  was  surely  now  to  be  expected  firom 
the  anxious  vigilance  of  sir  John  Moore ;  bat  ra- 
pidity of  motion  was  not  the  forte  of  this  anmyy 
and  instead  of  a  detachment  to  act^  an  officer  was 
accordingly  sent  '^  to  concert  measures  for  the  de- 
fence of  Toledo  ;'*  the  junta,  therefore,  at  the  ap^- 
proach  of  a  French  corps,  suddenly  changed  their 
resolution,  and,  as  described  with  sufficient  humour 
by  Mr.  Moore,  instead  of  dying,  or  even  fighting; 
for  their  country,  very  prudently  retired,  while  the 

duke  of  Belluno  took  possession  of  their  peaceful 
city. 
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Indeed)  says  Mn  Moore  afterwards  with  ordinary 
confidence^  few  generals  have  been  entangled  with        ^^^ 
so  many  embarrassments  as  sir  John  Moore,  who  ^  i>»«"^ 

'^  '  Renarkt  on  th« 

iK)t  onlv  had  to  contend  witli  the  distrust  of  the  NKwajeofMr. 
Spanish  government,  always  exaggerating  their  re- 
sources, and  concealing  or  glossing  over  their  dis- 
mstcrs,  but  also  to  guard  against  the  secret  plots  of 
unsuspected  traitors,  hid  in  the  bosom  of  the  junta, 
while  the  British  minister,  instead  of  assisting  him 
with  correct  information,  perpleaed  him  with  false 
inteiiigencey  harassed  him  with  vexatious  missions^ 
€md  thwarted  him  with  pertinacious  requisitions  ! 

This  is  the  grand  climax  of  the  assertions  of  an 
authority  which  must  be  conceived  that  of  the  Bri- 
tish general,  and  by  which  the  long  train  of  des* 
pairingsand  embarrassments,  and  yaccillations,  are 
endeavoured  to  be  accounted  for  and  defended ;  and, 
as  if  most  fitly  to  complete  it,  the  Narrative,  with 
wonder,  concludes,  while  nothing  had  been  done  to 
prevent  it, --and,  lastly,  he  had  to  encounter  the 
power  and  genius  of  Buonaparte. 

It  is  too  truly  added — Madrid  had  now  fallen, 
•ad  the  indefatigable  emperor  was  resolved  to  give 
the  discomfited  Spaniards  no  time  to  rally,  but  to 
disperse  their  disspirited  troops,  and  penetrate  with 
celerity  to  the  south. 

Marshal  Bessieres  was  chasing  the  central  army 
cm  the  road  to  Valencia^  the  duke  of  Bellunp  had 
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^HiPpl^v^^  entered  Toledo,  and  the  duke  of  Dantzic,  with  a 
^^-^^^    strong  division,  was  marching  to  Badajo^  with  the 

low* 

^^*««"^''     design  of  either  seizing  upon  Lisbon  or  Cadiz;  the 

Remarks  on  the     ,    -  ^  -^        .  ,,  •  o 

NamtiTeofMr.  duke  of  Treviso  was  proceeding  against  Saragossa, 

Jamet  Moore 

the  duke  of  Dalmatia  was  preparing  to  enter  Leon, 
and  Buonaparte,  from  Madrid,  was  ready  to  support 
all  these  movements^  and  complete  the  subjugation 
of  Spain. 

.  How  much  then,  although  the  latter  position  is 
not  quite  correct,  is  it  to  be  lamented  tliat  the  vac- 
cillations  of  the  British  general  at  Salamanca  should 
have  prevented  any  anticipation  of  these  accumu* 
lated  terrors  which  were  obviously  to  be. foreseen 
towards  the  patriotic  cause  of  Spain.  Yet  even 
these  ten'ors  were  liable  to  the  exaggeration  which 
seems  to  have  pervaded  this  unfortunate  campaign, 
since  it  is  declared  by  the  writer  of  the  Narrative 
himself: — 

There  are  no  certain  documents  to  ascertain  what 
were  the  actual  numbers  of  the  French  army  who 
invaded  Spain. 

Buonaparte,  as  already  appears,  announced  that 
his  intention  was  to  carry  there  SOO.OOO  men,  and 
the  French  officers  who  were  taken  affected  a 
lief  that  their  army  consisted  of  fully  that 
number. 

The  following  statement  is  given  on  the  part  of 
the  general,  but  with  an  authority  which  has  been 
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considered  not  merely  vague,  but  highly  injurious   booxiu. 
on  the  part  of  the  Siianiards :  K^\^^^ 

*^  *  1806. 

nccmber* 

vanous  accounts  agree  in  calculating  the  Caicubtioii  of 

^%  4        /•  #w  too  i  *^iicii 

Frencn    force   m  Spam,   m    autumn  force  id  Sfwin. 

1808,  which  was  stationed  behind  the 

Ebro,  at 45,000 

There  were  at  the  same  time,  in  the  town 

of  Barcelona,  and  in  the  province  of 

Catalonia       15,000 

According  to  the  intercepted  letter  from 

l9ie  governor  of  Baybnne,  to  marshal 

Jourdan,  there  would  enter  Spain  by 

Bayonne,  between   l6th  October  and 

l6th  November 72,000 

Ah  army,    chiefly    from  Italy,  entered 

Catalonia  about  the  same  period      .     .     15,000  ^ 

Junof  s  division  entered,  in  the  beginning 

of  December      •     .     *    ^    r    .    ,    ,     30,000 

177,000 


i« 


For  the  returns,  or  even  operations,  of  this  force, 
^e  look  in  vain  to  any  other  source  than  the  Nara- 
tive,  yet  to  it  is  added  the  following : 

« 

From  reports,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
diere  were  other  French  corps  besides  the  above, 
which  entered  Spain  at  various  periods.     And  this 
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appears  to  have  been  substantiated  by  intelligence 
received  after  the  campaign  was  over;  for  the 
secretaries  of  state  declared,  in  both  houses  of 
parliament,  that  the  French  force  in  Spain 
amounted  to  900,000  men,  which  accords  with 
Buonaparte's  original  declaration. 

It  is  not,  however,  says  the  authority,  with  proper 
qualifications,  to  be  imagined,  that  there  ever  was^ 
at  one  period,  so  great  an  effective  French  force  as 
the  above  ;  for,  with  great  truth  it  is  added,  deaths 
and  casualties  always  occa^on  a  great  reduction  of 
the  numbers  of  an  army. 

Considerable  pains  have  been  taken,  it  appears  by 
the  Narrative,  to  ascertain  what  was  the  real 
British  force  which  entered  Spain;  for,  as  very 
properly  observed,  a  very  false  estimate  may  be 
made,  by  examining  only  the  total  numbers  of 
official  reports.  After  an  accurate  examination,  it 
is,  however,  found,  that  the  whole  effective  force 
of  the  corps  which  march  from  Corunna  under  sir 
David  Baird  consisted  of  9550  men ;  and  of  those 
which  proceeded  from  Portugal  was  18,416*; 
making,  altogether,  an  army  of  25,631  infantry,  and 
2450  cavalry.  The  artillery  was  numerous,  but 
of  too  small  a  calibre ;  including  a  brigade  of  use-' 
less  three-pounders,  it  amounted  to  fifly  guns. 

It  is  painfully  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  Britidi 
force  was  thus  early  inferior. 
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Sir  John  Moore  was  now  however  joined  by  gc-  ^^^^^^ 
neral  Hope's  division,  an4  was  desirous  of  uniting  ^^^^""^J^T^^ 
himself  with  sir  David  Baird's;  having  resolved  to     December. 

1  -I  1       /» n       •  "Tfc  .  -I     Sir  J.  Moore't 

prosecute  the  war  m  the  north  of  Spain.     But  with  ebidiiacy  to  the 

requUitioiiB  of 

all  due  exaltation,  exclaims  Mr.  Moore,  neither  the  the  junta,  && 
arts  of  Morla,  the  news  of  Charmilly,  nor  the 
arguments  and  requisitions  of  the  junta  and  Mr. 
Frere,  could  induce  the  general  to  advance  to 
Madrid.  So  much  the  worse. — He  knew  that  the 
passes  of  Somosierra  and  Guardarama  were  posr 
sessed  by  the  French,  and  that  an  attempt  to  force 
them  would  be  destructive;  yet^  if  he  continued 
where  he  was,  or  only  guarded  the  frontiers  of  Ga- 
licia,  every  thing  valuable  in  Spain  would  be 
quickly  subdued-!  The  first  of  these  plans  was 
rejected  as  rash,  and  the  others  as  futile. 

But  he  formed  and  executed,  says  the  Narrative, 
a  plan  for  stopping  the  progress  of  the  French,  and 
relieving  Spain,  which  has  been  highly  admired  by 
masters  in  the  art  of  war.  This,  adds  Mr.  Moore, 
will  be  gradually  developed. 

But,  as  he  found  that  the  Spanish  generals,  who 
had  been  deputed  to  him,  were  quite  incapable  of 
discussing  a  plan,  or  giving  him  any  advice,  he 
thought  it  would  be  imprudent  to  confide  his  in- 
tentions to  them.  He  considered  it  most  advisable 
and  proper  to  trust  no  one  with  his  designs,  ex- 

VOL.  III.  R 
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armies  who  wei-c  to  co-q|^rate  with  him. 


1806. 
Dacenbrr. 


J.  Moore. 


That  this  new  interference  liowever  did  not  arise 
entirely  from  quie&cent  incapacity  of  giving  advice, 
so  much  as  ditference  of  opiniop.  is  evident  from 
the  following  document  which  may  be  giv€n  by 

the  Wiiv  : 

■> 

La  CtdzAda  dc  Biomt^  ike.  7,  1808. 

Most  excellent  Mr, 
Kr»Kwte™sif  ^  '"  ^"^*"  exhausted  every  means,  inilit^Jfy 

as  well  as  political,  to  induce  your  exc^Ue^fsy  to 
give  up  the  project  of  retiring  with  youff  troops  to 
Ciudad  Kodrigo  and  Portugal,  and  of  withdra.wing 
that  part  of  the  British  army  which  is  at  Astpigti 
to  Galicia.  And  your  excellency  having  observed* 
that  the  marcjuis  of  llomana  was  only  able  to  col- 
lect five  thousand  men,  I  left  Salamanca  yesterday 
morning  to  meet  the  supreme  junta,  considering 
my  mission  at  an  end.  But  to-day  I  have  received 
a  courier  with  a  letter  from  the  marquis  of  Roiuana ; 
of  which  I  transmit  a  copy  to  your  excellency,  in 
hopes  that  it  w  ill  have  more  influence  than  ooy 
observations,  and  induce  you  to  change  your  plan. 
For,  \i\  instead  of  uniting  the  two  divisions  of  your 
army  with  the  army  of  the  marquis  of  Romana,  at 
Zamora,  or  some  other  point  that  may  impose  upon 
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the  enemy,  jou  persist  in  putting  yoor  design  tn  bookhi. 
execution,  you  will  immediatiely  ocoaaion  the  de- 
struction of  Spain,  and  perhaps  your  excellency 
will  be' under  the  necemty  of  embmiek^ for  Eng-  Eacaiante  to  > 
lantL^  But,  if  your  excellency  will  accede  to  the 
said  junction,  it  is  very  frohable  that  the  enemy 
will  abandon  Ins  intention  of  attacking  Madrid, 
and  will  retire.  This  would  give  time  to  the  army 
of  the  centre  to  concentrate^  and  take  other  posi- 
tions. 

'  I  request  your  excellem^  to  ghrean  answer  fo 
the  bearer,  that  he  may  send  it  to  me.  And  it 
would  be  important  if  your  exeellency  would  be  so 
good  as  to  write  to  the  marquis  of  Romana  your 
final  determinAtfon. 

Ventura  E^calante. 
The,  answer  that  was  sent  to  this  letter,  it  ap- 
pears, Mras^  one  of  mere  civility. 

Tlie  campaign  of  sir  John  Moore  now  assumes  a 
degree  of  interest,  perhaps  superior  to  any  military 
event  that  tms  occurred  for  ages. 

How  the  plan  alluded  to  here  could  have  been 
formed,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  it  is  not 
merely  difficult  to  conceive,  but  the  subsequent 
events  would  seem  to  have  rendered  it  impossible ; 

^This  ''  old  woman^"  according  to  tic  J,  Moore's  nomencletiirs^ 
99ems  to  hare  possessed  as  moch  {prescience  as  a  young  officer. 

u  2 
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BOOK  nL   since,  whether  arisins!,  as  sometimes  asserted,  from 
^"^^^"^"^  the  total  want  of  information,  the  tucorrectneas  of 

1808.  ' 

DcceaJwr.  what  he  had,  or  any  other  cause,  during  the  kmg 
period  of  vacciUation  at  Salamanca,  sir  John  Mocve 
does  not  appear  to  have  any  steady  view  of  his 
own  situation  correlative  with  that  of  the  French 
army,  nor  any  fixed  determination  as  to  the  various 
operations  which  succeeded  each  other,  in  his 
contemplation.  And,  moreover,  the  orders  which 
his  excellency  gave,  were  of  such  a  conflicting 
not  to  say  confused,  nature,  as  almost  to  preclude 
any  harmony  of  co-operation  in  the  divisions  of  his 
army,  while  his  opinions  expressed  to  the  govern- 
ment at  home,  and  the  British  minister  in  Spiun, 
were  at  variance  with  them,  and  with  each  other. 

Nor,  whatever  the  circumstances  of  the  formation 
of  this  plan,  does  it  appear  that  any  great  degree 
of  excellence  is  to  be  justly  attributed  to  it. 
The  end  of  well-ordered  retreat  is  safety.  Dis- 
order marked  the  progress  of  the  present ;  and, 
instead  of  retaining  its  power,  destruction  threaten- 
ed its  end.  The  diversion,  if  diversion  it  could  be 
called,  created  by  it  in  favour  of  the  Spanish 
arms,  was  one  of  horror  and  despair. 

The  manner  in  which  the  plan  of  operations 
described  to  have  been  formed  by  sir  John  Moora^ 
begins  to  develope  itself,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing instruction  to  sir  David  Baird,  a  document^ 
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which  it  is  difficult  to  recondle  with  the  estab-   »?o*  "'• 
lished  character  of  his  excellency  as  a  scholar  and  ^^^'Sr'^*^ 

•^  1008. 

a  gentleman,  still  less  as  a  general  commanding  in     December 
chief,  addressing  himself  on  public  concerns,  in  his 
most  important  functions. 

Such  were  th«  instructions  despatched  to  sir  Da« 
vid  Baird : 

Madrid,   says   he,  still  holds  out,  and  I  have  s>rj.  Moore  to 

•^  sir  DaTid  Baird. 

some  reason  to  believe  that  some  efforts  are 
making,  to  collect  a  force  at  Toledo,  and  a  still 
larger  one  on  the  other  side  of  the  Sierra  Morena. 
As  long  as  there  is  a  chance,  we  must  not  abandon 
this  country.  The  conduct  of  Madrid  has  given 
us  a  little  time,  and  we  must  endeavour  to  profit 
by  it.  My  first  object  must  be  to  unite  with  you, 
and  thus  connect  myself  with  the  marquis  Romana. 
I  shall  move  a  corps  from  this,  on  the  10th,  to 
Zamora  and  Toro.  To  which  last  place  I  shall 
move  head-quarters. 

Is  it  possible  sir  John  Moore  should  not  have  Remarks  on  sir 

John's  letter. 

perceived  that  in  the  sedentary  occupations  of  Sala- 
manca, and  the  vaccillation  that  marks  every 
succeeding  intention  of  his  excellency,  he  had 
already  exhibited  the  most  complete  abandonment 
of  the  Spanish  arms? 
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^^^\}}^       In  a  most  remarkable  cant  of  office,  sir  Johu 

CIIAP.  VXl* 

^^^^^7^^   continues : — '*  I  should  wish  you  to  push  on  your 
December,     people,  by  brigades,  to  Benavente.     1  have  desired 

SirJ.  Mooieto  i  /»  •  •    i- 

sir  David  Baird.  general  Cunton  to  send  you,  for  your  private  intor- 

mation,  the  manner  I  propose  dividing  the  army. 
I  think  you  will  prefer  commanding  a  division,  to 
.  being  second  in  command  witliout  any.  I  aeod 
you  this,  private^  tliat  you  may  consider  it,  and  let 
me  know  if  you  would  wish  it  altered  in  any  par- 
ticular. But  I  should  not  wish  it  to  be  shown  to 
any  of  the  generals,  which  might  draw  upon  me 
applications  which  I  could  not  grant.  You  will 
have  the  goodness  to  point  out  to  me  any  alterations, 
respecting  the  corps  with  you,  which  might  im- 
prove the  arrangement.'' 

And  again  he  takes  occasion  to  censure  the 
active  and  intelligent  general  Leith,  for  not  having 
done  that  which  he  had  so  sufficiently  done;^  and 
again,  to  censure  with  a  pomposity  calculated  for 
meaner  minds,  the  well-informed  officers  employed 
under  him  in  the  manner  most  useful  to  armies. 

Unjust  reproach      "  You  ncvct  uoticcd  thc  letter  1  enclosed  to  you, 
^"'lSL'"     long  since,  for  general  Leith,  ordering  him  to  join 

you.    I  am,  therefore,  ignorant  whether  he  is  with 

♦  See  Ante.  p.  1 11 . 
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you.      He  is  placed,  like  all    tlie  corresponding  ^af^^vn^* 
officers  tinder  hiy  ddttimand,  but  he  has  never  zi?rii- 


ten  me  a  line.    I  shall  thstrik  you  to  tell  me  it>hett  ke     tkhhfc%^\. 
is,  as  also  the  officers,  wIk)  were  en) ployed  in  the  ril^DaywBSrd! 
mission  under  him." 

But  the  following  paragraph  is  ihe  most  extraor- 
dinary in  its  princi|)le,  and  in  its  terms ;  ih  its 
charge  of  fraud  on  the  Spanish  nation,  and  its  ex- 
pression of  the  influence  supposed  to  have  been 
exerted  upon  other  officers 

"In  the  mean  time  I  am  anxious  to  know  the  sir  John's  iuibc. 

ral  dutrust,  and 

real  stren&;th  and  condition  of  the  troops  Romana  »^«graaonthe 

"  •  ■ '  Spanish  geue« 

and  Blake  are  assembling;  and  I  shall  thank  you  '»'«• 
to  send  an  intelligent  officer  to  Leon  to  see  them, 
and  who  is  capable  of  judging,  without  allowing 
himself  to  be  humbugged.  You  will  of  course 
order  whatever  troops  arrive  at  Corunna  to  be 
immediately  lauded  and  moved  forwaid. 

I  have  sent  colonel  Graham  (90  regiment)  to 
Madrid,  and  expect  to  hear  from  him  this  evening. 

I  remain,  &c. 

JoiiN  MoouE.'* 

How,  with  common  regard  for  hi^  subject,  the 
affectionate  narfiitor  of  his  brother's  laljours  could 
have  introduced  this  document  it  is  hard  to  con- 
ceive ;  yet  it  is  among  those  which  he  attributes  to 
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^^m^^wn^    the  judgment  of  sir  John  Moore,*  and  forms  a 
'^^^^^^   conspicuous  object  in  "  a  plan  of  operations,  ap- 
^^^cmh€i.     proved  by  masters  in  the  science  of  war  T 

Colonel  Graham,  with  the  answer  to  the  prince 
of  Castelfranco,  and  general  Moria,  proceeded  only 
to  Talavera,  where  he  arrived  late  at  night  on  the 
7th  of  December,  and,  with  indefatigable  activity, 
he  returned  to  Salamanca  on  the  9th,  before  the 
letter  with  which  he  had  charged  a  Spanish  mes- 
senger arrived. 

Talareira  de  la  Retna^ 
Wedne$day  Night  late,  7-S  Dee.  1808. 

My  dear  general. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  difficulty  in  getting 
•?j.  Mo^  ^  horses,  I  did  not  get  here  till  past  eleven  to-night : 

and  hearing  there  was  a  part  of  the  junta-central 
still  in  this  place,  I  immediately  waited  on  them  to 
obtain  information  :  the  amount  of  which  I  send 
by  an  extraordinary  courier,  as  the  most  likely 
means  of  its  reaching  you  soon ;  as  he  will  get  on 
much  faster  than  I  could,  requiring  fewer  horses. 

It  seems  on  the  3d,  f  Castelfranco  and  Morla 

*  Narrative,  p.  179. 

t  Let  it  be  recollected  that  it  was  on  the  2d  that  these  person- 
ages urgently  addressed  sir  John  Moore  for  assistance ;  and  with 
the  view  expressed  bjr  tlie  Spanish  general,  Escalante,  of  com- 
pelling the  French  to  retire,  while  the  Spanish  armies  should  con- 
centrate, and  the  people  of  Madrid  have  full  scope  for  their  ac- 
knowledged patriotism. 
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made  some  sort  of  agreement  with  the  French,  who  ^^^^^^^ 
on  the  day  before  got  possession  of  the  Retiro  and  ^^Tjj^^ 
Prado  of  Madrid.     They  are  suspected  of  treason     D^aber. 

,  '  .        .       Col.  Graham  ft 

in  this,  proceeding ;  having  refused  to  admit  the  sir  j.  Moore, 
troops  under  St.  Juan  and  Hereida,  who  were  at 
the  gates  on  this  side ;  and  whose  presence^  it  is 
asserted,  would  have  enabled  the  citizens  to  have 
defended  the  town.  Castellar,  the  captain  general, 
and  all  the  military  officers  of  rank,  refused  to  ratifu 
the  agreement,  left  the  town,  and  brought  away 
sixteen  guns;  and  the  inhabitants  refuse  to  deliver 
up  Iheir  arms.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  enemy 
remain  in  the  Retiro,.  without  having  taken  pos- 
sessicHi  of  the  different  posts  within :  and  they 
(the  two  deputies  here)  do  not  think  there  is  any 
chance  of  any  part  of  the  French  force  (between 
SO  and  30,000  men)  being  detached  from  Madrid. 
Castanos'  army,  meanwhile,  commanded  by 
general  la  Pena,  second  in  command,  is  at  Guada* 
laxara;  aind,  they  say,  amounts  to  about  30,000 
men.    There  are  about  12,000  of  the  remains  of 

St.  Juan  and  Hereida's  army  here,  going  to  occupy 

* 

the  bridge  of  Almaraz ;  where  great  exertions  arf 
making  by  the  junta,  to  assemble  a  large  force. 
Meanwhile  St.  Juan  has  been  sacrifioed  to  the 
popular  fury  for  retreating  from  Madrid ;  and  was 
this  morning  murdered  here.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers now  here  is  to  proceed  immediately  to  l-con, 
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BOOK  m.   tQ  cortcert  measures  with  the  M.  de la  Romana ; 

CHAP*   VII. 

^^■^^jv^^-^   whose  force  they  state,  by  the  accounts  received  this 
December,     j^y^   ^o  excccd  30,000  tncii ;    and  every  wher^ 

Col.  Grahaii  to 

ttrj.Moore.      whcrc  thc  couHtrv  is  not  occupied  by  the  cncray, 

they  say  the  most  active  measures  are  tftking  to 
increase  the  military  force  of  the  country.  They 
state  the  whole  of  the  French  force  in  Spain  not  to 
exceed  from  70  to  80,000  men  ;  a  part  of  which  is 
^fore  Saragossa.  They  deny  any  reinforcements 
more  being  on  their  way  to  join  the  enemy.  They 
are  most  anxious  that  you  should  join  Romana.  I 
shortly  explained  to  them,  the  divided  state  of  your 
army,  and  the  necessity  you  were  under  M  begin  a 
retreat,  instead  of  completing  the  junction,  on 
hearing  of  Castanos'  defeat.  I  assured  them,  that, 
whatever  might  be  your  determination  from  cir- 
cumstances, you  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than 
to  serve  effectually  the  cause  of  Spain ;  but  that 
the  British  auxiliary  army  could  do  little  in  that  by 
itself,  and  that  every  thing  depended  on  their  being 
able  to  bring  forward  a  powerful  Spanish  afmy, 
that  could  unite  with  it.  I  mean  to  return  by  tblB 
Placentia  road.  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
get  the  courier  to  send  this  till  to-morrow  morliing. 
I  remain,  ever  most  truly  your», 

Thomas  GaAtfAV, 

P.  S.    I  think  they  miean  that  La  P^ua  should 
retire  on  Andalusia :  though  they  do  not  seem  to  havt 
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quite  given  up  liopcs  df  the  f€Oflt  of  Madrid  resist-  ^^^^^  ^^' 
ing,  should  they  be  able  to  introduce  a  few  thousand^ 
men.  The  junta  is  at  TruxiHo.  You  see  tliat 
ail  I  €an  do  is  to  repeat  what  I  hMe  heard;  fot  I 
liave  no  means  at  this  moment  forjudging  ibr  my- 
self. 

(Paper  enclosed.) 

In  the  Morning  qf  the  Sii. 

I  have  just  heard,  from  good  authority, 
that  the  enemy  have  gone  towards  Saragossa,  with 
a  large  force  ;  and  that  that  and  Madrid  are  their 
objects. 

P.  S.  Official  accounts  are  just  come,  that  they 
attacked  Saragossa  on  the  first,  and  were  repulsed 
with  great  loss* 

Who  does  not  feel  what  sacrifices  might  have 
been  prevented  by  a  previous  march  of  the  British 
army  on  Madrid? — Who  does  not  lament  the  un- 
settled feeling  of  the  British  general  here  ?-~Who^ 
but  must  severely  lament  it  ? 

Notwithstanding  hiS  doubts,  toys  the  Narrative, 
now,  he  considered  himself  compelled,  to  make 
every  effort  in  his  power,  for  tlie  rdief  of  the 
capita},  and  accorcfingly  advanced  (alas !  by  how 
much  too  late)  from  Salamanca,  by  a  movement 
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^cB?J^  vIJ.^   "^^^^  '^^'^  ^^^  ^^^  ^°^  ^"^  brigades,  towards  the 
^*^^"^*^    Duero. 

1808. 

December.         xiic  Tcserve,   and  general  Beresford's  brigade, 

TheBritiah 

•nniet  Doshmg    proceeded  to  Toro ;  there  to  unite  with  the  cavaliy 

forwara  to  unite. 

under  lord  Paget,  who  had  arrived  there  from  As- 
torga.  He  moved  with  the  remaining  divisions 
towards  Alaejos  and  Tordesillas.  At  this  last  place, 
says  the  Narrative,  the  whole  were  intended  to 
unite,  whence  he  proposed  to  proceed  to  Valladolid. 
Sir  David  Baird's  corps  were  not  yet  all  collected ; 
but  he  was  directed  to  push  on  his  brigades  to  Be* 
navente,  to  support  or  join  him.  The  intention 
of  this  movement  was,  to  threaten  the  commu- 
nication between  Madrid  and  France,  as  expressed 
in  the  following  letters  to  the  British  minister,  and 
the  general  second  in  command  of  the  British 
forces.* 


*  The  followiNg  leUer,  though  of  trifling  import,  is  added  belt 
as  exhibiting  further  the  spirit  of  sir  John  Moore  in  thete  com- 
mttnications : 

Saiamanea,  8tfc  Dfcemftcr,  180t.  . 

My  lord  marquis. 
Sir  John  Moore  ^  ^^  ^^  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  through  die 

to  tUe  marquu  means  of  an  officer,  whom  I  am  going  d3  sp  atch  to  sir  David 

baird.  I  have  not  yet  received  any  certain  information  re- 
specting Madrid ;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  people  still 
hold  out.  A  letter  from  the  junta  of  Toledo  mfbnnt  me,  tbat  il 
is  their  intention  to  assemble  there  a  body  of  troops ;  and  that  the 
people  are  determined  to  die  sword  in  hand. 
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BOOK  m. 
Salamanca,  Dec.  \0,  1808.  chap.  tii. 


Sir,  1808. 

Colonel  Graham,  whom  I  hatd  requested  ^j^^J^J*^" 
to  go  to  Madrid,  returned  last  night.  He  got  no  » Bfc.  Ro* 
farther  than  Tahveira,  where  he  mfet  two  members 
of  the  supreme  junta,  from  whom  he  learned  the 
capitulation  of  Madrid,  with  the  circumstances  re- 
bting  to  it.  I  own,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the 
duke  of  Castelfranco  and  Mr.  de  Moria  could  have 
given  up  the  town,  if  the  inhabitants  had  been  very 
resolute  in  their  determination' to  defend  it.  It  is, 
I  suspect  like  the  cry  of  the  armies,  who,  to  cover 

Genend  Caitanos  has  received  orders  to  retire  upon  Carolina* 
•n  the  other  side  of  the  Sierra  Morena. 

The  people  in  this  part  of  Spain  are  too  lethargic ;  ihey  say 
they  have  no  arms ;  they  stand  in  need  of  a  head,  to  excite  them, 
to  unite  them,  and  to  command  them.  I  propose,  on  the  10th 
inst.lo  make  a  movement  upon  Zamora  and  Toro,  that  I  may  be 
nearer  general  Baird  and  you.  Wlien  I  am  informed  what  pro- 
gress you  have  made  in  the  organization  of  your  army,  we  shall 
be  able  to  concert  measures  together,  and  I  shall  anxiously  wait 
the  reply  to  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you 
en  the  6th. 

Two  general  officers  were  here  a  few  days  ago^  sent  by  the 
fupreme  junta.  They  did  not  appear  to  mc  to  have  either  the 
mUfiorities  or  the  information  necessary  for  concerting  any  ope* 
ration.  I  thought  I  could  explain  myself  more  satisfactorily  to 
your  general  and  I  refused  to  enter  upon  any  discussion  with  them.  / 

They  were  the  generals  Escalante  and  brigadier -general  Bueno. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Mooai,  * 
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*«?/^t!"'   ^^^^^  niisconduct,  accuse  their  chiefs  of  treachery, 

^"^^mj^^  and  in  the  instance  of  St.  Juan,  put  ihcro  to  death. 

DccemiMr.     Although  I  have  little  hope  of  the  success  of  the 

Sir  J.  Moore  " 

to  Mr.  Fitie.     Spanish  cause,  (for  I  see  no  marks  aaj  where  of 

enthusiasm,  or  of  a  determined  spirit,  either  amongst 
the  people,  or  the  government ;)  yet,  as  it  is  poa- 
sihle  that  it  may  he  roused,  and*  as  it  is  said,  that 
forces  are  assembling  in  the  south,  I  shall  unite  the 
British  army ;  and,  in  consort  with  the  niarquia  of 
la  Romana,  undertake  such  operations  as  qipcar 
to  us  best.  I  have  not  yet  received  an  aiiawer 
from  the  marquis  to  my  late  letters ;  but  I  expect 
to  receive  one  hourly.  I  do  not  know  the  number 
of  people  he  has  collected ;  but  they  are  not  of 
a  description  from  whom  much  can  be  expected. 

I  have  now  with  me  general  Hope*s  division,  the 
artillery,  and  the  whole  cavalry,  which,  how- 
ever, as  yet  only  amounts  to  2,300.  Madrid,  in 
the  state  it  is,  must  occupy  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  enemy's  force.  Saragossa  still  holds  out; 
and  the  levies  in  the  south  will  attract  his  atten* 
tion.  The  whole  cannot  be  turned  against  us; 
and,  in  a  very  few  days,  I  hope  to  have  the  army 
in  readiness  to  act.  I  shall  begin  to-morrow  to 
put  part  of  it  in  motion;  and  my  wish  is  to  imite 
it  at  Valladolid.  In  the  present  doubtful  state  of 
things,  it  strikes  me  that  it  would  be  an  advantiige 
to  get  Cadiz  into  our  possession ;  and,  perhapSi^ 


\ 
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if  it  were  pojated,  out  to  th^  jijnta  a^  a  jdace  of  ^^^^.^^,^J^ 
safety  for  them  tp  retreat  to,  tlwvj  would  agree  to  ^^"^^^^^^ 
our  plai:^!^  a  garrisoq  ip  it:  ii^  whiph  cas^  there  i>««bIw. 
j^re  twQ  Sitix)ng  reginieots  coming  from  QibnUUr  tp  lo 
join  this  army ;  and,  upoa  signifyipg  it  to  sir  Jplin 
Craddock  at  Lisbon,  they  could  l>e  thrown  into 
Cfuliz  for  the  momeat,  until  son>e  arrangement 
cx)uld  be  m^de.  This  province,  like  others,  has 
received  orders  tparm;  but,  unless  the  junta  place 
in  the  proviivt^s  persons  of  charactei;  ai\d  ability  to 
carry  their  orders  into  exequtiop,  they  will  be  of 
little  avail.  Pignatelli,  the  captain-general,  has 
retired  even  from  Avila.  By  the  bye,  that  town 
fUnushed  S^,000  rations  to  the  French  the  other 
day,  upon  a  simple  order  beif^^i^t  to  them  ftom 
^e  Jgsqurii^, 

If  at  t^i^  momient  thi9  towQ,  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
and  2ai9P^  w^e  arn^d,  ai¥l  wo^ld  defend  tlijem- 
selves^  it  woiild  be  of  considerable  service ;  as, 
Qtherwise,  wheu  I  gp  towai:ds  Vallaflolid,  my 
coqwiunicaupa  with  Almeida  and  Portugal,  from 
when(;e  I  draw  my  resouirc^s  in  ama^^unitioa,  &c,  Scq. 
n^  bp  intercepted.  A  I9¥tn  pf  energy^  as  c^ 
tain-gc^eral  of  this  proivince,  residing  under  the 
prptectip^  of  this»  a^fny,  and  e^i^plaining  in  procla- 
jui^t^o^B^  PC  otherwise^  tPi  the  people  the  services 
expected  frpn^  theoo^  and  which  tbey  might  per- 
hvBK  would  be  of  infioite  u^.     The  people  are 
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^?J^y^}}y  ^cf^  too  much  without  direction :  and  we  cannot 

CHAP.  VII.  ' 

^"^^^^^^^  get,  even  for  money,  common  intelligeuce.    It  is 
November.     Q^\y  \^y  colouel  Graham,  last  night,  I  knew  the 

Sir  J.  Moore 

YoUr.Frere.     capitulatiou  of  IVfadrid,  which  happened  the  Sd. 

I  take  the  Hberty  to  state  these  particulars  to  you, 
as,  ]>erhaps,  by  means  of  the  junta,  remedies 
might  be  applied.  I  shall  thank  you  not  to  men- 
tion anv  direction  in  which  I  mean  to  move ;  but 
to  say,  in  general,  that  the  British  army  vidll  act 
in  conjunction  with  the  army  of  La  Romana. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moore. 

Salamanca,  December  I2ih,  1808. 

My  dear  sir  David, 

I  have  received  both  your  letters  of  the 
8th,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  5th  and  6th. 

Lord  Paget  is  at  Toro,  to  which  place  I  have 
sent  the  reserve,  and  general  Beresford's  brigade; 
the  rest  of  the  troops  from  this  are  moving  to  the 
Duero.  My  quarters  to-morrow  will  be  at  Alaejos ; 
Hope's  at  Tordesillas  ;  Eraser  will  he  with  me  with 
his  division  on  the  14th ;  on  which  day  lord  Paget^ 
with  the  cavalry  and  infantry  from  Toro,  wiH 
move  along  to  Duero,  towrrcls  us,  so  as  to  enable 
tlie  whole  to  reach  Tordesillas  and  its  neighbour- 
hood the  1 5  th,  and  Valladolid  on  the  1 6th.  I 
have  no  answer  from  the  marquis  de  la  Romaiu^ 


o 
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to  whom  I  wrote  upon  the  6th,  and  with  whom  it  ^cJl^v^' 
is  my  wish  to  form  a  junction,  and  to  co-opera te,    ""^^^8^ 
But,  although  I  am  disappointed  in  not  hearing  sir^jTM^weto 
from  him,  and  must*  forego  any  assistance  from  «i>-BmhI. 
him ;  and  although  your  corps  will  not  be  up  in 
time,  yet  I  think  it  an  object  with  the  troops  I 
have  to  march  to  Valladolid ;  from  whence,  ac- 
cording to  tlie  information  I  receive,  I  may  move 
(Ai  to  Palencia  and  Burgos ;  and  thus  threaten  the 
enemy's  communications,  and  cause  a  diversion  in 
favour  of  Madrid  or  Saragossa,  or  any  movement 
which  may  be  in  contemplation  from  the  south  of 
the  Tagus.     I  shall,  at  all  events,  cover  you  whilst 
assembKi^  at  Astorga  and  Benavente,  and  may 
bring  you  on  to  me,  or  fall  back  upon  you,  as  oc- 
casion requires ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  shall  be 
just  as  safe  as  at  Salamanca  or  Zamora.    I  tliink  I 
shall  call  on  to  me    colonel  Crawford,   with  his 
corps,  either  by  Toro  or  Medina  de  Rio  Seco,  of 
which  I  shall  give  you  notice  from  Alaejos.    I  have 
attached  one  brigade  of  artillery  to  each  division 
of  the  army ;  whatever  is  over,  is  considered  as 
rtscrve.     To  each  division,  also,  there  is  attached 
ten  rounds  of  musket  cartridges  per  man,  carried 
in  carts,  and  four  mules  with  pack-saddles,  for  the 
p«rpos6  of  bringing  the  cartridges,  when  wanted, 
^m  the  carts  to  the  troops ;  besides  which,  I  am 
forwarding  musket-ammunition,  and  ammunition 

VOL.  Jii.  s 
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^cl^^Ju.'  ^^^  g""s,  to  Zaniora.     I  think  if  you  bring  on  with 

'^■^^'■^v^Jp^   the  troops  two  brigades  of  artillery,    besides  the 

Pccciuber.     ^wo  of  horse-artillery,  one  of  which  is  with  lord 

Sir  John  Mooto    -^  ,  . 

to  sir  D.  Baird.  Paget,  this  will  suffice;   leave  the  other  two  at 

Astorga,  ready  to  come  forward  when  called  for.  I 
wish  you  would  make  the  same  arrangement  for 
carrying  with  your  brigades,  or  divisions,  ten 
rounds  a  man,  besides  the  sixty  in  pouches..  I  shall 
enclose  a  letter  from  colonel  Harding,  commanct- 
iiig  the  artillery,  explanatory  of  every  thing  else. 
I  consider  Benavente  as  a  place  to  have  certain 
stores  advanced  to ;  the  rest  you  should  divide  be- 
tween Astorga  and  Villafranca. 

All  the  money  at  Corimna  should  be  brought  up 
to  Villafranca;  we  shall  want  it.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  opinion  upon  the  Galicias 
and  Vigo;  and  it  is  that  which  now,  probably,  I 
shall  follow,  should  such  a  measure  become  neces- 
sary. I  am,  therefore,  most  anxious  that  maga- 
zines should  be  formed  on  that  communication.  I 
have  written  home,  to  direct  that  all  transports, 
wVec.  should  call  at  Corunna,  and  Vigo,  unlets 
otherwise  directed.  Corunna  must  be  the  place 
for  all  supplies  from  England; — the  communica- 
tion through  Portugal  is  difficult  and  tardy. 

l-'orward  the  enclosed  to  the  marquis  de  la  Ro-. 
muna,*   as  soon  as  possible;    and  send  me  any 

*  Sec  the  correspondence  at  the  do«c  of  (he  present  chqiCer. 
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i 
letters  which  may  com^  from  him  without  delay.    ^c«?f!^vu!* 
An  officer  will  remain  at  Salamanca  to  forward.  ^"^^^^^^ 
letters  to  me.     Should  you  not  prefer  the  direct     i>«5«»»>«'- 

•^  *  Sir  J.  Moore  to . 

road  by  Toro  to  Tordesillas,  or  Valladolid,  you  airD.  Baird. 
will  not  think  it  necessrry  to  have  more  cavalry 
with  you  whilst  I  am  in  your  front.    I  shall  en- 
close a  letter  for  lord  Castlereagh,  which  I  shall 
thank  you  to  forward  to  Corunna. 

Believe  me  sincerely,  &c. 

John  Moore. 


Salamanca,  Dec.  12,  1808. 

Sir, 

I  leave  -this  to-morrow,  and  I  expect  to  ^"^y  p^^^*^  '^ 
be  in  Valladolid  on  the  l6th,  with  that  part  of  the 
army  which  came  from  Portugal,  joined  by  1500 
cavalry,  which  came  with  sir  David  Baird;  the 
rest  of  sir  David's  corps  he  is  assembling  at  As- 
toi^  and  Benavente  ;  but  I  have  thought  it  advi- 
sable to  make  this  movement  without  him,  rather 
than  wait  longer.  He  will  be  in  my  rear,  and  can 
join  me  when  he  is  ready.  I  have  heard  nothing 
from  the  marquis  de  la  Romana,  in  answer  to  the 
letters  I  wrote  to  him  on  the  6th  and  8th  instant. 
I  am  thus  disappointed  of  his  co-operation,  or  of 
knowing  what  plans  he  proposes. 

I  am  in  ignorance  of  the  state  of  Madrid.     It 
was  attacked   the  Sd,    and  capitulated   the  Sd. 

s  2 
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BOOK  ni.  The  French  then  had  the  Retire,  and  the  people 

^■^v^    kept  their  anns.     Whether  this  continues  their  re- 

December,    lativc  situatioD,  I  cannot  learn.     The  difikiilry  of 

to  Mr.  ¥wtt     obtaining  information  surpasses  what  I  ever  met 

with. 

The  object  of  my  movement  is  to  threaten  the 
French  commimications,  and  attract  their  atten-^ 
tion  from  Madrid  and  Saragessa,  and  favour  aay 
movement  which  may  be  projected  by  the  armies 
forming  to  the  south  of  the  Tagus. 

If  no  advantage  is  taken  of  it,  if  no  efforts  are 
made,  and  if  every  one  continues  quiet,  as  they 
did  when  Madrid  was  attacked,  the  French  will 
have  their  option  to  turn  against  me  wliat  portion 
of  their  force  they  please ;  it  will,  of  course,  not 
be  one  inferior  in  number,  and  I  need  not  state  to 
you  what  is  likely  to  be  the  consequence. 

Tlie  French  in  the  north  of  Spain  have  from 
80  to  90,000  men : — it  is  said  that  more  are  ad- 
Vancing,  and  I  believe  it ;  as  many  of  the  lettersy 
found  in  the  intercepted  mail,  mention  a  seventh 
and  eighth  division,  preparing  to  enter  Spain.  I 
have  seen  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniaids 
that  gives  me  the  least  hope  that  they  will  resist 
such  formidable  numbers.  They  have  shown  no* 
thing  like  resolution  hitherto.  Madrid,  after  so 
much  boasting,  held  out  but  one  day.  This  army 
is  now  in  motion,  and  I  shall  make  with  it  wliat 
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diversion  I  can,  to  favour  any  resistance,  or  any  ^^^^f^ ;^ 
attacks  made  elsewhere.  If  the  forces  collected  ^^'^^^^^^^ 
to  the  southward  of  the  Tagus  will  move  forwards     !>«««»>»• 

.  Sir  John  Moore 

in  great  numbers,  and,  like  men  determined  to  toMr.  Fiw. 
rescue  their  country,  Madrid  may  still  be  saved ; 
if  the  inhabitants  keep  their  arms,  and  if  the 
French,  notwithstanding  the  capitulation  have  not 
dared  to  enter  the  city ;  hut  nothing  short  of 
some  very  decided  measure  will  save  either  Madrid 
or  Spain  at  this  moment,  I  shall  continue  to  keep 
you  informed  of  my  movements,  and  our  courier^ 
coming  by  Ciudad  Kodrigo,  will  be  informed 
where  to  find  me. 

The  doubts  of  the  British  general,  indeed,  seem 
to  be  such,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  he  should 
have  advanced  with  any  legitimate  view  of  assist- 
ing the  Spanish  arms;  and  this  will  more  com- 
pletely appear  from  comparison  of  the  preceding 
documents,  with  the  following  despatches  of  the 
same  period,  addressed  by  his  excellency  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  for  the  ministers  of  government 
at  home. 

And,  wh&tever  censure  it  may  be  the  imperative 
duty  of  any  thing  in  the  form  of  history,  to  em- 
ploy on  the  listless  commencement  of  this  singular 
campi^ign,  whatever  the  painful  feelings  which 
arise*  from  the  communication  of  such  letters  as 
have  already  been  the  subject  of  animadversion  ip 
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the  preceding  pages:  yet  the  advantages  to  his- 
torical truth,  which  are  to  be  derived  from  thb  an- 
Decembcr.     thentic  meiiioirs  afforded  in  the  series  of  corns- 

oir  Jolm  Moore 

lo  Mr.  Frcre.     pondencc  thus  given  to  the  pi!ibUc,  cannot  be  too 

much  approved  and  admired. 

If  some  have  escaped,  which  private  affection 
might  be  expected  to  conceal,  yet  the  public 
cause  is  eminently  benefited  by  them ;  and  it  is'  the 
most  glorious  tribute,  paid  to  truth  and  justice 
and  to  society,  that  whatever  the  address  of  the 
general,  the  politician,  or  even  the  philosopher, 
in  life,  these  authentic  documents  generally,  at 
some  time  or  other,  disclose  the  real  shape  and  com- 
plexion of  the  transactions  which  they  concern**   • 

Salamanca,  Dee.  5,  1808. 

My  lord, 

ro\ordCMh^  I  had  the  honour  to  address  your  lord- 

rcagh.  g]^jp  Qjj  |.jjg  Qgth  of  November,  and  to  iutbnn  you 

with  the  determination  I  had  come  to,  ^in  conse- 
quence of  the  defeat  of  the  army  of  general  Cas- 
tanos ;  and  general  Hope,  with  the  division  he 
commands,  marched  to  Avila  to  avoid  the  superior 
cavalry  of  tlie  enemy  in  the  plain,  ftnd  reached 
Alba  de  Tormes,  four  leagues  from  this,  yesterday ; 


*  A  memorable  instance  of  this  is  afforded  in  the  several  pid>« 
lications  of  the  letters  of  the  celebrated  Wilkes. 
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his  junction  is  thus  secured,  and  I  am  now  pre-   ^^P^  m. 

"  '  r  CHAP.  VZI. 

paring  to  fall  back  on  Ciudad  Rodrigo.    The  enemy   ^^^^--v^i-^ 
has  directed  his  whole  force  towards  Madrid^  which     December, 
will  probably  give  me  time  to  reach  Portugal  un-  instd  CmUc- 

reagh. 

molested,     Buonaparte  is   at  Aranda  de  Duero; 
reinforcements  join   him  daily.     The  French  at- 
tacked and  carried  the  pass  of  Somma  Sierra  on 
the  27  th,  which  opens  to  them  that  of  the  Guar- 
darama ;   ^nd  they  are  in  possession  of  Segovia. 
The  few  Spanish  corps  opposed  to  them  are  com- 
posed of  fugitives  collected  from  the  beaten  ar- 
mies^ and  they  offer  no  resistance.     I  have  had  no 
communication  with  Madrid  since  the  30th  of  No- 
vember; the  inhabitants  had  taken  up  arms^  were 
barricading  the  streets,  and  expressed  a  determi- 
nation to  die  rather  than  submit;  no  such  spirit 
has  yet  been  manifested  by   any  other  force  in 
Spain.     How  long  the  populace  of  a  large  town 
are  likely  to  persevere  in  such  a  resolution,  or  how 
long  they  will  be  able  to  withstand  the  formidable 
attack  made  against  them,  I  cannot  say.     Your 
lordship  may  believe  that  it  was  not  without  much 
reflection  and  extreme  reluctance  that  I  determined 
to  withdraw  the  army  from  Spain,  and  to  abandon 
the  cause,  for  the  success  of  which  the  govern- 
ment are  so  much  interested,  and  the  public  mind 
so  highly  exalted.     My  letters  to  your  lordship,  of 
the  25  th  and  26th  November,  containing  a  just  re- 


.  CAMPAIGNS  IN  SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAt^ 

?P^vi?'   prcseutation  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  country, 
■v*^*^  would  tend  to  shew  how  much  the  govemmeqt 

808* 

crmb«r.     and  the  people  of  England  had  been  deceived,  and 
itJrtS"  would  prepare  your  lordship  for  the  reverses  which 
have  since  taken  place.    As  long  as  there  remained 
an  army,  and  any  hope  of  resistance  on  the  part  of 
the  Spaniards,  I  was  determined  to  persevere,  at 
all  risks,  in  the  junction  of  tlie  army,  and  then  if 
general  Castanos  had  received  a  ch^ck,  or  been 
forced  to  retreat,  it  was  my  intention,  if  nothing 
better  offered,  to  march  upon  Madrid,  from  whence^ 
getting  behind  the  Tagus,  we  should  have  given 
the  Spaniards  an  opportunity  of  rallying  around 
us,  and  have  shared  their  fortunes.    This  intention 
I  mentioned  to  your  lordship  in  my  letter  of  the 
26th,  and  I  imparted  it  as  a  question  to  Mr.  Frere 
for  his  opinion.*     Uut  the  sudden  defeat  of  ge- 
neral Castanos'  army,  so  complete,  find  yet  ac- 
con)plished  after  so  little  resistance,  shewed  with 
what  little  ardour  the  Spaniards  are  inspired  in 
their  country's  cause — it  left  nothing  either  to  aid 
me,    or  to  pr.event  the  farther  progress  of  the 
enemy.     The  British  army  was  at  that  moment  on 
its  march  to  collect  at  this  place  and  Astorga.   Ge- 
neral Hope,  M  ith  the  head  of  his  division,  was  9t 

*  There  is  <;omclhing  very  strange  in  the  manner  in  which 
sir  John  Moore  altcriiately  considers  Mr.  Frere,  at  one  time 
soliciting  his  opinion,  at  another  condemning  him  for  giving  it« 
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Villa  Castin  ;  and,  from  the  collected  manner  in   ^^^k  iil 

'  '  CHAP.  VII, 

which  it  was  necessary  to  inarch,  he  could  not  ^^-^"v-^-^-i^ 
have  joined  roe  sooner  than  he  has  done ;  sir  David     pccember, 
Baird's  corps  could  not  be  collected  at  Astorga  be-  to  lord  Cotie-^ 
fore  the  4th  of  this  month  :  it  was  thus  impossible 
for  this  array  to  have  been  united  before  the  14th, 
or  the  1 3th  ;  and  still  later  before  it  could  be  ready 
to  undertake  an  offensive  movement.    This  time 
was  more  than  sufficient  to  enable  the  enemy  to 
finish  the  destruction  of  what  little  Spanish  force 
remained,   and  to  turn  the  greatest  part  bf  his 
army   against  the  British,   which,    when  united, 
does  not  exceed  26,000  men,  but  which  probably 
lie  would  be  able  to  attack  whilst  detached  atid 
separated.     I   had   the  most  perfect  conviction, 
irom  experience,  of  the  want  of  energy  and  abi- 
lity in  the  Spanish  government,  and  of  the  apathy 
of  the  people,  and  of  the  unprepared  state  of  tlie 
country,  and  that,  upon  the  defeat  of  the  armies, 
no  aid  was  to  be  expected  from  any  other  quarter* 
I  considered  the  British  army  as  standing  alone, 
that  its  union  could  not   be  attempted  without 
great  hazard,  and,  if  effected,  that  it  could  not 
withstand  the  great  force  that  would  be  brought 
Ugainst  it.     It  was  vain,  I  thought,  tliat,  under 
such  circumstances,  it  could  retrieve  the  Spanish 
cause ;  and,  though  I  knew  the  army  would  chee9> 
fully  attempt  w^tever  I  ordered,  I  thought  n^ 
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^ch^pI^vh!^'  duty  called  upon  me  not  to  expose  it  to  a  contest 

^•^Tv-^  in  which  its  best  efforts  could  hot  promise  to  be 

Decembtr.     successful.     It  may  fairly  be  said  that  the  British 

Sir  Jcrfin  -Mootc 

toiordCMtie-    army  never  reached  Spain:  it  cannot  in  tlie  true 

sense  be  called  an  army  until  it  is  united  and  pre- 
pared  to  act ;  the  Spanish  forces  were  defeated,  and 
their  cause  lost,  before  the  British  so  constituted  oould 
come  to  their  assistance.  I  feel  the  weight  of  the 
responsibility  fallen  to  me ;  I  had  nothing  but  diffi- 
culties to  chuse ;  whether  I  have  chosen  the  least, 
and  that  which  will  be  the  least  disapproved  by  his 
majesty  and  my  country,  I  cannot  determine :  my 
wish  has  been  to  decide  right.  I  reflected  well 
upon  the  different  duties  I  had  to  discharge,  and 
if  I  have  decided  wrong,  it  can  only  be  because  I 
am  not  gifted  with  that  judgment  which  was  im^ 
puted  to  me  when  I  was  entrusted  with  this  im- 
portant command. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

John  Moobe. 

Saktmanca,  Dee»  %,  1808. 

My  lord, 

In  a  short  letter  which  accompanied 
my  despatch  of  the  5th  instant,  I  mentioned  thst 
tlie  resistance  offered  by  the  people  of  Madrid  had 
arrested  the  operations  of  the  French,  and  gave  a 
hope  that  the  affairs  of  this  country  might  still  be 
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recovered,  desperate  as  they  are ;  yet,  if  the  exam-  ^^^^^^^f* 
pie  of  the  capital  is  followed,  and  enthusiasm  be- 
comes general,  France  will  be  forced  to  divide  her 
armies,  and  will  be  no  longer  so  formidable.  The  u»vioni  cmom- 
difficulty  of  obtaining  information  is  very  great,  I 
have  none  certain  with  respect  to  Madrid,  only  I 
believe  it  still  holds  out.  I  have  ordered  sir  David 
Baird,  who  was  retreating,  to  march  back.  I  shall 
continue  the  arrangements  I  have  ordered  in  Por- 
tugal, in  case  I  should  be  obliged  to  fidl  back,  but 
I  am  preparing  to  march  to  Zamora  and  Toro,  to 
join  Baird,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  advance  to  Be- 
navente ;  when  we  are  joined,  and  if  the  marquis 
de  la  Romana,  with  the  troops  he  is  collecting  at 
Leon,  are  ready,  I  shall  move  towards  Burgos,  and 
the  communications  of  the  French.  Your  lordship 
may  depend  upon  it,  that  I  never  shall  abandon 
the  cause  as  long  as  it  holds  out  a  chance  of  suc- 
ceeding ;  but  you  must  be  sensible  that  the  ground 
may  be  in  an  instant  cut  from  under  me  :  Madrid 
may  fall,  and  I  be  left  to  contend  with  very  supe- 
rior numbers  indeed.  I  hope  a  better  spirit  exists 
in  the  southern  provinces  ;  here  no  one  stirs,  and 
yet  they  are  well  inclined.  An  expression  in  a  let- 
ter, intercepted  from  a  French  officer  commanding 
at  Vittoria,  to  the  chief  of  the  staff  with  the  army, 
paints  the  people  in  this  part  exactly: 

The  disposition  of  the  public  mind  is  always  bid ; 


u 
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^em?T^vu^'  duty  called  upon  me  not  to  expose  it  to  a  contest 

^""^"^^^T"^  in  which  its  best  efforts  could  hot  promise  to  be 

DecemUr.     successful.     It  may  fairly  be  said  that  the  British 

Sir  John  Mootc 

toiordCutie-    army  ncvcr  reached  Spain:   it  cannot  in  the  true 

sense  be  called  an  army  until  it  is  united  and  pre- 
pared  to  act ;  the  Spanish  forces  were  defeated,  and 
their  cause  lost,  before  the  British  so  constituted  oould 
come  to  their  assistance.  I  feel  the  weight  of  the 
responsibility  fallen  to  me ;  I  had  nothing  but  diffi- 
culties to  chuse ;  whether  I  have  chosen  the  least, 
and  that  which  will  be  the  least  disapproved  by  his 
majesty  and  my  country,  I  cannot  determine :  my 
wish  has  been  to  decide  right.  I  reflected  well 
upon  the  different  duties  I  had  to  discharge,  and 
if  I  have  decided  wrong,  it  can  only  be  because  I 
am  not  gifted  with  that  judgment  which  was  im^ 
puted  to  me  when  I  was  entrusted  with  this  im- 
portant command. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

John  Moobe. 

Salamanca,  Dee,  S,  1808. 

My  lord, 

In  a  short  letter  which  accompanied 
my  despatch  of  the  5th  instant,  I  mentioned  thaet 
tlie  resistance  offered  by  the  people  of  Madrid  hid 
arrested  the  operations  of  the  French,  and  gave  a 
hope  that  the  afiairs  of  this  country  might  stiU  be 
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tccovered,  desperate  as  they  are ;  yet,  if  the  exam-    ^^^^f^^; 
pie  of  the  capital  is  followed,  and  enthusiasm  be- 
comes general,  France  will  be  forced  to  divide  her 
armies,  and  will  be  no  longer  so  formidable.    The  t^ioni  CMti». 
difficulty  of  obtaining  information  is  very  great,  I 
have  none  certain  with  respect  to  Madrid,  only  I 
believe  it  still  holds  out.    I  have  ordered  sir  David 
Baird,  who  was  retreating,  to  march  back.    I  shall 
continue  the  arrangements  I  have  ordered  in  Por- 
tugal, in  case  I  should  be  obliged  to  fidl  back,  but 
I  am  preparing  to  march  to  Zamora  and  Toro,  to 
join  Baird,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  advance  to  Be- 
navente ;  when  we  are  joined,  and  if  the  marquis 
de  la  Romana,  with  the  troops  he  is  collecting  at 
Leon,  are  ready,  I  shall  move  towards  Burgos,  atui 
the  communications  of  the  French.    Your  lordship 
may  depend  upon  it,  that  I  never  shall  abandon 
the  cause  as  long  as  it  holds  out  a  chance  of  suc- 
ceeding ;  but  you  must  be  sensible  that  the  ground 
nay  be  in  an  instant  cut  from  under  me  :  Madrid 
may  fall,  and  I  be  left  to  contend  with  very  supe- 
rior numbers  indeed.     I  hope  a  better  spirit  exists 
in  the  southern  provinces ;    here  no  one  stirs,  and 
yet  they  are  well  inclined.    An  expression  in  a  let- 
ter, intercepted  from  a  French  officer  commanding 
at  Vittoria,  to  the  chief  of  the  staff  with  the  army, 
paints  the  people  in  this  part  exactly: 

The  dbposition  of  the  public  mind  is  always  bid ; 


i> 
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^^^J"?*   our  successes  are  never  believed,  but  the  countrr 
^"^^"^^  remains  completely  tranquil.* 
Deoember.         I  liave  made  uo  remark  on  the  subject  of  your 

Sir  JOuD  Jttoopc 

to  locd  CttOe-    lordship's  despatch  of  the  S5th  November,  respect* 


rragb. 


.  <* 


.> 


ing  my  rank  with  the  Spanish  generals ;  the  go* 
vemment  has  not  as  yet  named  any  one  to  the  chief 
command  of  their  armies ;  every  thing  on  that  head 
is  as  loose  as  ever.  You  perceive  by  the  manner 
I  have  already  expressed  myself  in  former  lettecs^ 
that  I  have  no  wish  to  be  tenacious  on  this  subject;^ 
but  I  confess  I  have  heard  of  none  of  their  generals 
yet,  under  whom  it  would  be  safe  to  place  the 
command  of  the  British  troops.  I  shall  certainly 
always  be  inclined  to  pay^great  deference  to  tfie 
wishes  of  whatever  general  commands  any  Spanish 
army  with  which  I  am  acting,  yet,  until  some  one 
appears  very  different  from  any  we  have  heard  of 
hitherto,  it  cannot  be  desirable  that  he  should  know 
he  had  a  right  to  command  me,  and  I  cannot  helpk 
beseeching  you  to  consider  this  subject  once  mor§ 
before  you  finally  fix  it. 

As  I  am  sending  a  courier  to  sir  David  Baird,  I 
have  written  this  on  the  chance  of  an  opportunity 
offering  to  forward  it;  and  in  this  manner  I  shall 
endeavour  to  keep  you  in  the  current  of  affairs  here: 

*  L'e^prit  public  est  toujours  mauvais*  toujours  de  I'incr6dalit& 
8ur  nos  advantages,  quant  a  la  tranquillitc  du  pays,  elie  est  psiw 
ftitc 
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lana. 


holds  out,  and  it  is  said  that,  on  the  1st,  they  re« 
pulsed  the  French,  who  had  made  a  general  attack. 
^^«*«**'-     It  is  said  that  attempts  are  making  to  assemble  a 

Sir  John  nooro 

to  lord  Ctttie-    great  force  in  the  south ;    I  dare  say  the  force  will 

mgh. 

be  assembled,  but  the  efforts  it  will  make  when 
assembled  I  must  think  are  very  doubtfiiK  I  caqr 
not  believe  that  real  enthusiasm  is  spread  over  any 
considerable  portion  of  Spain.  Had  the  people  of 
Madrid  been  really  determined,  I  do  not  see  how 
Mr.  de  Morla  and  the  duke  of  Castelfranco  could 
have  given  up  the  town.  They  accuse  their  leaders 
to  cover  their  own  want  of  spirit :  this  was  the  case 
with  general  St.  Juan,  who  commanded  when  the 
pass  of  Soma  Sierra  was  forced.  It  is  thought  his 
troops  misbehaved ;  they  have  since  accused  him 
of  treachery,  and  have  murdered  him.  I  certainly 
think  the  cause  desperate,  because  I  see  no  det^r** 
mined  spirit  any  where,  unless  it  be  at  Saragoss^.. 
There  is  however  a  chance,  and  whilst  there  is  that^- 
I  think  myself  bound  to  run  all  risks  to  support  it. 
I  am  now  differently  situated  from  what  I  wAs 
when  Castanos  was  defeated  ;  I  have  been  joined 
by  general  Hope,  the  artillery,  and  all  the  cavaliy 
(lord  Paget  witli  three  regiments  is  at  Toro)^  and 
my  junction  with  sir  David  Baird  is  secure,  though 
I  have  not  heard  from  him  since  I  ordered  him  to 
return  to  Astorga.  Madrid,  though  it  has  capitu- 
lated, must  still  engage  a  considerable  part  of  the 
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enemy's  force.  Saragossa  is  also  a  considerable  ^cH^lfvn^ 
diversion ;  and  the  collections  forming  in  the  south  ^^^"^[^J^^ 
cannot  be  nedected ;   all  his  force  cannot  thus  be     ^^««»»^- 

^  '  Sir  John  Bfoove 

directed  against  me.  The  corps  collecting  under  to  lord  CMUt- 
the  marquis  of  Romana^  at  Leon,  is,  I  am  told  bj 
sir  David  Baird,  very  bad.  f  shall,  however,  con- 
nect myself  with  it,  and  I  mean  to  move  to  Valla- 
dolid,  where  I  shall  order  Baird  to  join  me,  and  to 
which  neighbourhood  I  hope  also  that  La  Romana 
will  advance. 

This  movement  I  shall  begin  to-morrow,  by  send'* 
ing  two  corps  to  join  lord  Paget  at  Toro ;  generals 
Hope  and  Fraser,  from  Alva  de  Tormes  and  this 
place,  shall  move  on  Tordesillas.  I  hope  on  the 
I4th  to  be  at  Valladolid.  My  communication  when 
there,  will  become  uncertain  with  Almeida  and  Por- 
tugal^  from  whence  all  my  stores  are  not  yet  for- 
warded, but  I  must  take  my  chance  :  I  shall  be  in 
fortune's  way,  if  she  smiles,  we  may  do  some  good^ 
if  not,  we  shall  still,  I  hope,  have  the  mtrit  of  hav- 
iii^done  all  we  could.^  Tlie  army  for  its  number 
is  excellent,  aAl  is,  lam  confident,  quite  deter- 
mined to  do  its  duty.  I  have  had  a  letter  from  sir 
John  Craddock  from  Corunna,  he  was  proceeding 
to  Lisbon ;  he  has  landed  part  of  the  money  from 
the  Lavinia  there,  and  will  land  the  rest  at  Oporto 
or  Lisbon.  I  have  begged  of  him  to  bring  the  two 
regiments  from  Gibraltar  to  the  Tagus, 
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CHAP*    vs^«  *^ 

^^"*^^v^^^  lieve  Mr.  Erskine  and  to  supersede  Mr.  Kennedy. 
December,     fhe  latter  has  acted  as  chief  commissary  with  this 

to  lord  Cutie-    army  since  it  reached  Spain  (Mr.  Erskine  is  still  at 

Lisbon),  and  has  certainly  acquired  a  degree  o\  ex- 
perience which  is  extremely  useful ;  it  is  quite  cruel 
for  him  to  be  thus  superseded  by  an  officer  not  pre- 
viously of  higher  rank  than  himself,  and  who  pro- 
bably has  much  less  experience,  and  not  more  abi« 
lity :  at  any  rate,  a  new  man  at  the  head  of  the  dfr 
partment  would  be  very  prejudicial  at  this  moment; 
Kennedy  could  not  be  expected  to  act  under  him. 
I  have  therefore  begged  sir  John  Craddock  to  keep 
Mr.  >.Iurray  at  Lisbon ;  and  I  hope,  unless  Mr» 
Murray's  talents  are  known  to  be  very  superior, 
that  he  may  not  be  permitted  to  supersede  Mr. 
Kennedy  with  this  army,  who,  without  money  and 
under  many  disadvantages,  has  hitherto  supplied  us 
well.  I  should  hope  that  the  rest  of  the  cavalrf 
your  lordship  has  mentioned  will  be  sent  withont 
delay.  ' 

The  horses  and  harness  of  the  wi^ggon-train  will 
be  useful,  but  their  waggons  are  heavy  and  bad ; 
those  we  get  in  the  country  are  more  convenient; 
I  should  therefore  propose  to  leave  the  wafQ^ons  at 
home,  and  send  the  rest  of  that  establfshmeiil 
only. 

Until  afiairs  in  Spain  bear  a  more  promising  as* 


l/NDEfe  SIR  JOHN  MOORE.  273 

pect,  I  should  think  your  lordship  will  approve  of  ^^afpf^J,^' 
keeping  at  Corunna  and  Lisbon  a  sufficient  quantity  "^"^^^^^^^/^ 
of  transports  for  the  re-embarkation  of  the;  army ;     d«««^- 

*  .  •  .  ,  Sir  John  Moore 

and  I  think  many  reason's  unite  to  make  it  desirable  tcrroM  Casde- 
for  us  to  be  in  possession  of  Cadiz.     I  mean  to 
mention  this  to  Mr.  Frere.    JlVhen  it  is  agreed  to, 
the  two  regiments  from  Gibraltar,  as  the  most  ready^ 
could  take  possession  and  garrison  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to^be,  &c. 

John  Moore. 

Salamanca,  Dec.  \2,  1808. 

My  lord, 

I  leave  this  place  to-morrow,  and  I  shall 
be  at  Valladolid  on  the  l6th,  with  the  troops  I 
brought  with  me  from  Lisbon,  with  the  addition  of 
three  regiments  of  cavalry  from  England,  amount- 
ing to  1500.  I  have  not  heard  from  the  marquis 
9f  Romana,  and  must  give  up  the  co-operation  of 
his  corps  for  the  present.  Sir  David  Baird's  will 
not  be  at  Astorga  for  some  days,  but  he  will  advance 
to  fienavente  when  ready ;  and,  as  he  will  be  in  my 
rear,  be  can  move  up,  or  I  can  fall  back  upon  him; 
but  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  longer  to  delay 
moving  forward.  I  shall  threaten  the  French  com- 
munications^ and  create  a  diversion,  if  the  Spaniards 
can  avail  themselves  of  it;  but  the  French  have  in 
the  north  of  Spain  from  80  to  90,000  men,  ind 
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^ch^fI^h"*  more  are  expected.    Your  lordship  msrjr,  therefore, 

'^^^TsosT*^  judge  what  will  be  our  situation  if  the  Spaniards  do 

i^«««»*"-     not  display  a  determinatiQn  very  different  from  any 

to  kmi  CaMie-    thcv  have  shown  hitherto.    I  have  written  to  air 

reaglu  * 

John  Craddock  to  keep  whatever  transports  are  not 
required  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  in  Por- 
tugal, ready  to  send  to  Vigo^  if  required.  If  I  Ufi 
forced  to  retreat,  it  will  probably  be  on  the  Galiciu* 
The  road  is  good,  and  the  country  capable  of  being 
defended.  In  this  case  we  shall  want  flour,  as  the 
country  produces  only  cattle  in  any  abundance. — 
Whatever  ships  are  sent  from  England,  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  withdrawing  the  army,  should  call  at  Co- 
runna  for  orders,  and  then  rendezvous  at  Vigo«  Itr 
]s  to  Corunna  also  that  money  and  every  suppfy 
should  be  forwarded.  The  communication  from 
Lisbon  and  Oporto,  through  Portugal,  is  so  very 
bad,  that  nothing  can  be  forwarded  in  time ;  aad, 
as  I  consider  myself  now  united  with  Baird*s  corpB^ 
I  shall  certainly  of  the  two,  whether  for  retreat  or 
communication,  prefer  Galicia  to  Portugal. 

I  fear  that  Mr.  Frere  is  infinitely  more  sanguine 
upon  the  subject  of  Spain  than  I  am.  This  is  to 
be  regretted,  as  it  renders  it  more  embarrassing  for 
you  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  the  measure  to  be 
pursued.  I  have  seen  no  ability  with  the  Spanish 
government,  but  much  the  reverse ;  none  has  been 
displayed  by  their  officers  in  the  command  of  4iir 
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Annies  I  bo  one  officer  has  yet  a  chirf  direction  of  ®Ji^^„^'\ 
ihemHttary  .branch f  the  armies  hove  sbewri  no 
resolution,  the  people  no  enthusiasm,  nor  nodartng  ^.  ,  ^  ^ 

^  r  ^n-  '  ^  Sir  John  Mp«fe 

siMrit;  and  that  which  has  not  been  sfae\m  hitiierto,  taiwdCtftW- 

rMigo* 

I  know  iBot  why  it  should  be  expected  to  be  dis*- 
played  hereafter.  I  feel  as  if  the  British  was  the 
only  efficient  force  in  Spain.  Your  lordsliip  will 
consider  with  what  view  it  was  cniginally  sent, 
whether  in  9(id  of  an  enthusiastic  brave  people  ca- 
pable of  fighthag  their  owif  battles,  or  to  contend 
alone  with  France,  and  retrieve  the  affairs  of  a  beaten 
disorganised  nation*  We  have  had  now  some  proof 
of  the  €<ibrt8  of  wliich  Spain  is  capaUe  j  and  we 
can  judge  by  tl>e  resistance  they  have  made^  whe- 
ther they  have  fought  with  that  spirit  and  obstinacy 
of  a  people  aitlenl  for  the  independence  of  their 
country.  It  is  certainly  right  for  your  lordship  to 
eonsider  well  these  matters,  that  you  may  be  able 
to  estiniBte  justly  the  aid  which  is  to  be  expected 
in  this  rtruggie  from  the  Spanish  nation,  and  deeide 
to  what  amount  the  British  army  should  be  rein* 
forced,  or,  if  not  reinforced^  what  measures  it  should 
follow*  The  Fiencli  force  in  Spain  may  fairly  be 
set  down  at  80,000  men,  besides  wiiat  is  in  Cata* 
Ionia;  the  British  at  S7  or  23,000,  including  the 
tegiments  ooming  from  Portugal.  The  Frendi  ex- 
pect qonsideraUe  re'mforcements.  The  armies  which 
the  fipaniardB  liad  fonned  have  been  beaten  and 

t  i 
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dispersed,  and  are  again  collecting.    This,  my  lord, 
1808.        ^*'  '  believe,  the  true  statement ;  and  I  leave  your 
December,     lofflship  to  thfow  into  the  scale  what  portico  of 

Sir  John  Moore  ,  *■ 

to  lord  CMiie.    enthusiasH),  resolution,  and  ability,  you  think  we 

have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  specimen  already 
given. 

Js  this  letter  is  private^  I  have  written  it  with 
a  freedom  which  otherwise  I  should  not  have  used. 
It  is  my  wish  to  give  you  every  material  upou  which 
to  found  a  just  opinion,  for  certainly  the  situation 
of  this  army  is  too  critical  to  be  long  neglected  ; 
and  unless  a  spirit  is  displayed  by  the  Spaniards^  of 
which  we  see  no  indication,  it  is  impossible  but  they 
must  be  subdued. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

John  Moork. 

Such,  in  the  most  plain  and  unequivocal  tenm^ 
are  the  continued  fluctuating  views  and  sendmenta 
of  sir  John  Moore  in  regard  to  his  oM^n  army  and 
its  economy,  to  those  of  Spain  with  which  be  stood 
in  any  relation,  and  those  of  the  enemy  opposed«to  < 
him  ;  and  certainly  nothing  niore  hopeless,  nothing 
more  indeterminate,  than  these  letters  express^  can 
be  conceived. 

Unlike  those  glorious  examples  both  of  antient 
and  modem  times,  where  a  general  has  deprived 
himself  of  the  power  of  contemplating  escape  by 
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die  destructipn  of  his  fleet  the  moment  he  stepped    ^c?i?^v^" 
on  the  shores  of  an  enemy ;  and  has  directed  his  ^^^^goeT^ 
despairing  soldiers  to  the  chief  posts  of  an  enemy     i^«^»*»«- 
to  obtain  by  their  own  daring  the  relief  of  which 
they  stood  in  need;'  the  mind  of  the  British  general 
in  the  heart  of  Spain  still  lingers  on  the  shores  of  . 
tlie  peninsula,, from  vvhicli,  whatever  advantageous 
prospects,  or  hopes,  or  doubts,  arise  to,  compel  him 
to  advance,  he  seems  but  to  drag  a  lengthening 

chain. 

.  Thus  checked  at  every  step,  and  i^1peded  by 
evefy  obstacle,  however  slight,  much  promise  could 
not  be  entertained  from  the  progress  of  the  British 
army,  though  it  did  not  long  remain  \vithout  some 
demonstrations  of  its  ordinary  spirit,  that  spirit 
which,  when  properly  fostered  and  directed,  never 
iajila  to  elicit  glory* 

•.i . »  • 

„  The  surrender  of  Madrid,  of  which  but  imperfect 

parlii^ulars  had  yet  reached  the  allies,  soqp  became 

fl^  detailed  in  the  bulletins  of  the  French  army, 

ibjrough  the  public  channels  of  information.* 

,  The  circumstances  are  not  more  remarkable  than 

the  style  in  which  tliey  are  described  :  both  amply 

3bew  the  importance  properly  attributed  by  Buona-r 

pi^rte  to  the  possession  of  the  capital,  and  tlie  rapid 

■\. "   •       ■  ■         ^ ' 

^  •  The  Moniteur  French  journil,  Dec.  14,  &c.  and  that  of  Lon- 
don, The  Times,  Dec.  19,  1808. 
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^^tm^  while  the  Spanish  character  is  in  no  way  whatever 

implicated,  forms  but  too  powerful  a  contrast  to 
the  stay  of  the  British  general  at  Salamanca. 

Thirteenth  bio.      On  the  29th  (of  November,  ult.  says  the  bulletin,) 
French  aniiy  in  the  hcad-quartcrs  of  the  emperor  were  removed 

Spaia;  dated  i  -n  r»    r»  -n  a^  i  t_ 

Saint  Martin,     to  thc  Village  of  BonquiUas.     On  the  SOth,  at 

near  Madrid^ 

i>ec2-  break   of  day,    the  duke  of   Belluno    presentM 

himself  at  the  foot  of  the  Soma  Siernu     A  di- 
vision of  13,000    men  of  the  Spanish  army  of 
reserve  defended  the  passage  of  the  mountains. 
The  enemy  thought  themselves  unattackable  in 
that  position.     They  were  entrenched  in  the  nar- 
row   passage  called  Puerto,   with    1 6  pieces   of 
cannon.    The  9th  light  infantry,  marched  upon 
the  right,  the  96th  upon  the  causeway,  and  the 
'24th  followed  by  the  side  of  the'heights  on  the 
left.     General  Senarmont,  with  six  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, advanced  by   the  causeway;    the  action 
commenced  by  the  iirit^g  of  musketry  and  cannSti. 
A  charge  made  by  general  Montbrun,  at  the  head 
of  the  Polish  light-horse,  decided  the  aflair ;  it  was 
a  most  brilliant  one,   and  this  regiment  covered 
itself  with  glory,  and  proved  it  was  worthy  to  form  a 
part  of  the  imperial  guard.     Cannons,  flags,  mus- 
kets,  soldiers,  all  were  taken,  or  cut  to  pieces. 
Eight  Polish  light-home  were   killed  upon  this 
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causeway,  and  1 6  have  been  wounded  ;  among  the 
latter,  is  captain  Dzievanoski,  who  was  dangerously  '^^aS 
wounded,  and  is  almost  without  hopes  of  recovery.  Thirtcwith 
Major  Segur,  marshal  of  the  emperor's  household,  f«»cJ*  »>oJ^'^- 
charged  among  the  Polish  troopsi  and  received 
many  wounds^  one  of  which  is  very  severe.  Sx- 
teen  pieces  of  cannon,  ten  flags,  thirty  covered 
chests,  SOO  waggons,  laden  with  all  kinds  of  bag- 
gage, and  the  military  chests  of  the  regiments,  are 
fruits  of  this  brilliant  affair.  Among  the  prisoners, 
who  are  numerous^  are  all  the  colonels,  or  lieutenant- 
colonels,  of  the  corps  of  the  Spanish  divbioi|s* 
All  the  soldiers  would  have  been  taken,  if  they  had 
not  thrown  away  their  arms  and  dispersed  in  the 
mountains.  On  the  1st  of  December,  the  headr 
quarters  of  the  emperor  were  at  St.  Augustin,  aiid 
on  the  2d,  the  duke  of  Istria,  with  cavalry,  com- 
manded the  heights  of  Madrid.  The  infantry 
would  not  arrive  before  the  3d.  The  intelligence 
which  we  hitherto  received,  led  us  to  think  that 
^this  town  is  suffering  under  alt  kinds  of  disorders, 
and  that  the  doors  ftre  barricaded.    The  weather 

# 

is  very  fine. 

Cavs9  at  Madrid,  Dec,  4. 

Tlie  town  of  Madrid  has  capitulated  ;  our  troops 
entered  it  to-day  at  noon. 
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The  2d,  at  noon,  his  majesty  arrived  in  person, 
1808         ^^    ^^^  heights  which  impend  over  Madrid;    on 
December,     which  Were  already  placed  the  divisions  of  dra- 

Foujtccn  bul- 

letinofthe       goous  of  gcncrals  la   Tour,    Maubourg^  and   la 

French  army  in 

Vjn ;  dated     Houssayc,   and  the  imperial  horse-guards.     The 
December.        anniversary  of  the  coronation,  that  epoch  which 

has  signalised  so  many  days  for  ever  fortunate  for 
France,  awakened  in  all  hearts  the  most  agreeable 
recollections,  and  inspired  all  the  troops  with  an 
enthusiasm,  which  manifested  itself  in  a  thousand 
exclamations.     The  weather  was  beautiful,   and 
like  that  enjoyed  in  France  in  the  finest  days  in 
the  month  of  May.     The  marshal  duke  of  Istria, 
sent  to  summon  the  town,  where  a  military  junta 
was  formed,  under  the  presidency  of  the  marquis 
Castelar;    who    had,     under  his   orders,   general 
Morla,  captain-general  of  An delusia,  and  inspector- 
general  of  artillery.     The  town  contained  a  number 
of  armed  peasants,  assembled  from  all  quarters^ 
6000  troops  of  the  line,  and  100  pieces  .of  cannon. 
Sixty  thousand  men  were  in  arms ;  their  cries  were 
heard  on  every  side ;    the  bells  of  SOO  churches 
rang  altogether;   and  every  thing  presented  the 
appearance  of  disorder  and  madness.      The  general 
of  the  troops  of  the  line  appeared  at  the  advanced 
posts,  to  ansM  er  the  summons  of  the  duke  of  Istria. 
He  was  accompanied  by  thirty  men  of  the  people, 
whose  dress,  looks,  and  terocious  language,  recalled 
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the  recollection  of   the  assassins  of  September.  »ook  wt 
When  the  Spanish  general  was  asked  whether  he  ^^^JC^^ 
meant  to  expose  women,  children,  and  old  men,  to     J>w»kW' 
the  horrors  of  an  assault,  he  manifested  secretly  Fi«ndi  bniietw^ 
the  grief  with  which  he  was  penetrated ;  he  made 
knbwn,  by  signs,  that  he,  as  well  a^  all  the  honest 
men  of  JVIadrid,  groaned  under  oppression ;   and, 
when  he  raised  his  voice,  his  words  were  dictated 
by  the  wretches  who  witched  over  him.     No  doubt 
could  be  entertained  of  the  excess  to  which  the 
tyranny  of  the  multitude  wa3  carried,  when  they 
saw  him  minute  down  all  his  words,  and  cause  the 
record   to  be  verified  by  the  assassins  who  sur- 
rounded him.    The  aid-de^camp  of  the  dukle  of 
Istria,   who  had   been  sent   into  the  town,   wafc 

•v. 

seized  by  men  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  people,* 
and  was  about  to  be  massacred,  when  the 
troops  of  the  line,  indignant  at  the  outrage,  took 
him  under  their  protection,  and  caused  him  to  be 
restored  to  his  general.  A  butcher^s  boy  from 
^om  Estremadura,  who  commanded  one  of  the 
gates,  had  the  audacity  to  require  that  the  duke  of 
Istria  •  should  go  himself  into  the  town  with  his 
eyes  blindfolded.  General  Montbrun  rejected  this 
presumptuous  demand  with  indignation.  He  was 
immediately  surrounded,  and  effected  his  escape 
only  by  drawing  his  sword.  He  narrowly  escaped 
falling  a  victim  to  the  imprudence  Of  having  foi'got 


S82  CAMPAIGNS  IN  SPAIN  A^D  PORTUGAL. 


BOOK  m.   tjjut  1j^  Jjj^j  „Qt  tQ  jj,j^|^^  ^j^r  ^iljj  civilized  enemies. 

CBAF*  Til* 

^■^'v-^^^   A  little  time  after,  some  deserters,  from  flic  Wal- 
^'^^^'^o^'^-    loon  guards,  came  to  the  camp.    Their  deporitioiis 

ivnch  buUetiii.  convinccd  US,  that  the  people  of  proper^,  and 
honest  men,  were  without  influence;  and  it  was 
to  be  concluded,  that  conciliation  was  altogether 
impossible. 

The  marquis  of  Perales,  a  respectable  man,  who* 
had  hitherto  appeared  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  had  been  on  the  day  before  this  accesed 
of  putting  sand  in  the  cartridges.     lie  was  iiH 
mediately  strangled.     It  was  determined  that  all 
the  cartridges  should  be  re-made.    Three  or  4000 
monks  were  employed  upon    this  work  at    the . 
Retiro.     All  the  palaces  and  houses  were  ordered 
to  be  open,   to  fiirnish  provisions  at  discretieo. 
The  French  infantry  was  still  three  leagues  from 
Madrid.    The  emperor  employed  the  evening  in 
reconnoitring  the  town,  and  deciding  a  plan*  ^f 
attack,  consistent  with  the  consideratk)n  due  to  tbe 
great  number  of  honest  people  always  to  be  founA 
in  a  great  capital. 

To  take  Madrid  by  assault,  might  be  a  miHttfy 
operation  of  little  difficulty ;  but  to .  engage  that 
great  city  to  surrender,  by  employ ing^  dteniafdjF 
force  and  persuasion,  and  by  rescuing  the  people  of 
property,  and  real  good  men,  from  the  oppresuon 
under  which  they  groaned-— this  was  w^  was 
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rcaMy  clifl56alt.  AH  th^  exertions  «f  the  emperor,  ®^^*  *^ 
during  these  two  days,  had  no  other  edd.  They  ^^■^^S^!*^ 
have  been  crowned  with  the  grealesS  suoeess.  D^eenActi 

At  seven  o'clock,  the  diviision  kssisse  of  ^  f^di  bdietiftl 
corps  of  the  duke  of  Belkno  arrived.  Thewoon 
shon^  with  a  brightness  that  seemed  to  prolong  the 
day.  The  emperor  ordered  the  general  of  brigade, 
Maison,  to  take  possession  of  the  suburbs ;  and 
charged  the  general  of  brigade,  Lauriston,  to  sup- 
port him  in  the  enterprise  with  four  pieces  of 
artillery  belonging  to  the  guards. 

The  sharp-shooters  of  the  l6th  regiment  took 
possession  of  some  buildings,  and  in  particular  of 
the  grand  cemetery.  At  the  first  fire,  the  enemy 
shewed  as  much  cowardice,  as  he  did  of  arrogance 
jdl  the  day.  The  duke  of  BeUuno  employed  all 
the  night  m  placing  his  artillery  in  posts  marked 
out  for  the  attack.  At  midnight,  the  prrace  of 
Neufchatel  sent  to  Madrid  a  Spanish  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  artillery,  who  had  been  taken  at  Sbmo 
Sierra,  and  who  saw  with  affright  the  obstinacy  of 
his  fellow- citizens.  He  took  charge  of  the  annexed 
tetter.  No.  1.*  On  the  third,  at  nine  in  the  mom^ 
ing,  the  same  flag  of  truce  returned  to  the  head- 
quarters, with  the  letter  No.  2.  But  the  general 
of  brigade,  Senarmont,  an  oflSeer  of  great  merits 

♦  Thae  tre  not  given. 
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BO  OK  II.    had  already  placed  30  pieces  of  artilleryi  and  had 

^^'^^^^^  commenced  a  very  smart  fire ;  which  made  a  breach 
tsos. 

December,     in  the  walis  of  the  Retiro.    The  sharp-shootcra  of 
French  boUetiib  the  divlsion  of  Villatte  having  passed  the  breach, 

their^battalion  followed  them  ;  and  in  less  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  1000  men  who  defended  the 
Retiro,  were  knocked  on  the  head.  The  palace  of 
the  Retiro,  the  important  posts  of  the  observatoiy, 
of  the  porcelain* manufactory,  of  tlie  grand  barracky 
the  hotel  of  the  Medina  Celi,  and  all  the  outlets 
which  had  been  fortified,  were  taken  by  our  troops. 
On  another  side,  SO  pieces  of  cannon  of  the  g^ards^ 
accompanied  by  light  troops,  threw  shells^  and 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy  by  a  falae 
attack. 

It  would  have  been  a  difficulty  to  form  a  con- 
ception of  the  disorder  that  reigned  in  Madrid,  if  a 
greater  number  of  prisoners  arriving  in  successioii, 
had  not  given  an  account  of  the  frightful  scenei^ 
of  every  description,  of  which  that  capital  presented 
the  spectacle.  They  have  intersected  the  streets^ 
erected  parapets  on  tlie  houses ;  barricades  of  balea 
of  wool,  and  of  cotton,  had  been  formed ;  and  the 
windows  had  been  stopped  with  mattresses.  Those 
of  the  inhabitants  who  despaired  of  a  suocessfiil 
resistance,  were  flying  into  the  fields :  others,  who 
had  preserved  some  share  of  reason,  and  who  pre* 
ferred  appearing  in  the  midst  of  their  property 


t 
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before  a  generous  enemy,  to  abandoning  it  to  the    ^^^^™* 
pfllage  of  their  fellow-citirens,  demanded  that  they  ^^^^^""^^fT^ 
should  not  ex  pose  themselves  to  an  assault.    Those     Dfecem^ir. 
who  were  strangers  to  the  town,  or  who  had  nothing  French^uHcAi. 
to  lose,  were  for  a  defence  to  the  last  extremity, 
accused  the  troops  of  the  line  of  treason,   and 
obliged  them  to  continue  their  fire.  *^ 

The  enemy  had  more  than  100  pieces  of  cannon 
pointed ;  a  more  considerable  number  of  t\^  and 
three  pounders,  had  been  dug  upf,  taken  out  of 
cellars,  and  tied  upon  carts,  a  grotesque  train,  and 
sufficient  in  itself  to  prove  the  madness  of  a  people 
abandoned  to  itself.  But  all  means  of  defence  were 
become  useless :  the  possessors  of  Retiro  are  always 
masters  of  Madrid.  The  emperor  took  all  possibfc 
care  to  prevent  the  troops  going  from  house  to 

house.  The  city  was  ruined  if  many  troops  hid 
been  employed.  Only  some  companies  6(  sharp- 
shooters advanced,  and  the  emperor  constantly  re- 
fiised  to  send  any  to  sustain  them.  At  eleven 
o'clock,  the  prince  of  Neufchatel  wrote  the  annexed 
letter,  (No.  3.)  His  majesty,  aft  the  same  timej 
ordered  the  fire  to  cease  on  all  points. 
\-  At  five  o'clock,  general  Morla,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  military  junta,  and  don  Bernardo  Yriarte, 
sent  from  the  town,  repaired  to  the  tent  of  hH 
serene  highness  the  major-general.  They  informed 
him,   that  the  most  intelligent  persons  were  c>f 
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^sfpfVn.^  opinion,  tliat  the  town  was  destitute  of  rescmim^ 

^^^v-'^*^   and  that  the  continuation  of  the  defence  would  be 

December,     the  height  of  madness ;  but  that  the  lowest  classei 

Fourteenth 

French  buUetin.  01  the  pcople,  and  the  crowd  of  men,  strangers  Uf 

Madridy  wished  to  defend  themselves,  and  thought 
they  could  do  it  with  effect.  They  required  the 
dagr  of  the  4th,  to  make  the  people  listen  to  reascHL 
The  prince  major-general,  presented  them  to  his 
majesty  the  emperor  and  king,  who  addressed  tbem 
thus : 

^^  You,  make  use  of  the  name  of  the  people,  to  90 
purpose ;  if  you  cannot  restore  tranquillity,  and 
appease  their  minds,  it  is  because  you  Iwve  your- 
selves excited  them — ^ycu  have  led  them  astray  fay 
propagating  falsehoods.  Assemble  the  clergy,  tbe 
heads  of  convents,  the  alcades,  the  men  of  proper!^ 
and  influence,  and  let  the  town  capitulate,  by  we 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  it  shall  cease  to  exists ,  J 
will  not,  nor  ought  I  to  withdraw  my  troops^ 
You  have  massacred  the  unfortunate  French  pri- 
soners who  had  fallen  into  your  hands.  Only  a 
few  days  ago,  you  suffered  two  persons,  in  the  8uil)e 
of  the  Russian  ambassador,  to  be  dragged  along 
and  murdered  in  the  public  streets,  because  they 
were  Frenchmen  bom.  The  incapacity  and 
cowardice  of  a  general,  had  put  into  your  power 
troops,  who  capitulated  on  the  field  of  battle ;  mi 
the  capitulation  has  been  violated.     You,  Mrr 
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MotUl  what  sort  of  a  letter  did  you  write  to  that    booic  irt 

'  •'  CHAP.  Tit. 

general?     It  well  became  you,  sir,   to  talk  of  ^-^^v-*^ 

pillage ;  you,  who,  on  entering  Roussillon,  carried     i>«cemb«f. 

off  aU  the  women,  and  distributed  thefa  as  booty  FnnehimiMiL 

among  your  soldiers!     Besides,  what  right  had 

you  to  hold  such  language  ?  the  capitulation  pre* 

eluded  you  from   it      See   what  has  been  the 

conduct  of  the  English,  who  are  far  from  piquing 

themselves  on  beiog  rigid  observers  of  the  law  of 

nations.    They  have  complained  of  the  conveu* 

tion  of  Portugal ;   but  they  have  carried  it  into 

^ect     To  violate  militaiy  tieaties  is  to  renounce 

aJU  civilization ;   it  is  placing  generals  on  a  footing 

with  the  Beduins  of  the  desart.    How  dare  you 

then  presume  to  solicit  a  capitulation,  you,  who 

violated  that  of  Baylen  ?    See  how  injustice  an4 

bad  faith  always  recoil  upon  the  guilty,  and  ope* 

rate  to  their  prejudice.     I  had  a  Beet  at  Cadiz : 

it  was  in  alliance  with  Spain;  yet  you  directed 

against  it  the   mortars  of  the  town,  where  you 

commanded.     1  had  a  Spanish  army  in  my  ranks: 

I  would  have  preferred  seeing  it  embark  on  board 

the  English  ships,  and  being  obliged  to  precipitate 

it  from  the  rocks  of  Espinosa,  than  to  disarm  it ; 

I  preferred  having  7000  more  enemies  to  fight, 

rather  than  to  be  deficient  in  honour  and  good 

fSuth.     Return  to  Madrid;    I  give  you  till  six 

o^elock  to-morrow  morning.     Return  at  that  hour, 
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^nifl'lu"'  if  you  have  to  inform  me  only  that  they  have  sur- 
'^'^^v-^'w'   rendered ;  if  not,  you,  and  your  troops,  shall  be  all 

December.       put  tO  the  SWOrd." 

FrenciTboRetin.      On  the  4th,  at  six  in  the  morning,  general  Moria 

and  general  don  Fernando  de  Vera,  governor  of  the 
town,  presented  themselves  at  the  tent  of  the  prince 
major-general  The  discourses  of  the  emperor,  re- 
peated in  the  midst  of  the  persons  of  distinction, 
the  certainty  that  he  commanded  in  person,  the 
losses  sustained  during  the  foregoing  day,  had  car- 
ried terror  and  repentance  into  all  minds.  During 
the  night,  the  most  mutinous  withdrew  themselves 
from  the  danger  by  flight,  and  a  part  of  the  troops 
was  disbanded.  At  ten  o'clock,  general  Belliard 
took  the  command  of  Madrid;  all  the  posts  were 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  a  general 
pardon  was  proclaimed,  &c- 

These  particulars,  it  is  tc  be  recollected,  had  Hot 
yet  reached  the  British  general  but  in  a  very  im- 
perfect manner. 

Salamanca,  5th  December,  1808. 

My  lord, 
Sir  .lohn  Moore  Siucc  I  had  the  honour  to  address  my 

Xgh.    '  ^'    despatch  to  you  this  morning,  I  find  considerable 

hopes  are  entertained  from  the  enthusiastic  manner 
in  which  the  people  of  Madrid  resist  the  French. 
I  own  I  cannot  derive  much  hope  from  the  resist- 
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ance  of  one  town  against  forces  so  formidable,  un-   ^^^^^^ 
less  the  spark  catches,  and  the  flame  becomes  pretty 
general ;   and  here  the  people  remain  as  tranquil  as 


reaglu 


1808. 
December. 

Sir  J    Moore  to 

if  they  were  in  profound  peace.  !!'^k^**^*'" 

I  have,  however,  in  consequence  of  the  general 
opinion,  which  is  also  Mr.  Frere's,  ordered  sir  Da- 
vid Baird  to  suspend  his  march,  and  shall  continue 
at  this  place  until  I  see  farther,  and  shall  be  guided 
by  circumstances.  Unless  the  spirit  becomes  ge- 
neral, Madrid  must  soon  fall.  At  all  events,  if  I 
marched  into  Portugal,  it  would  be  with  a  view  to 
return  the  moment  a  favourable  opportunity  offer- 
ed. But  I  shall  not  go  towards  Madrid,  until  I 
know  with  more  certainty  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  see  something  to  convince  me  that  more  confi- 
dence can  be  placed  in  the  steadiness  of  the  Spa* 
niards. 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  yesterday  your  lord- 
ship s  despatches  of  the  15th  of  November,  by  Mr. 
Windham,  1st  guards. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  /fee. 

John  Moore, 


.A 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


TH£  BRITISH  AND  FRENCH  ARMIES  IN  COKTACT. 

First  Encounter  betxveen  the  British  and  French  in 
Spain,  the  brilliant  Affair  of  General  Stewart^ 
with  the  18M  Dragoons. — Intercepted  Reports 
of  the  French  Army. — Communications  between 
Sir  John  Moore  and  the  civil  and  military  Func- 
tionaines. — Determination  to  advance. — Success- 
ful Attack  on  the  French  Cavalry  of  Colonel  Ot- 
way. — Sploidid  Affair  of  Lord  Paget,  with  the 
10 th  and  15  th  H assails. — Hopes  inspired  by  thefn 
on  the  Advance. — Halt  of  the  British  Army  at 
SahagU7i. 

BOOK  iTi.        IN  pursuance  of  the  pluu,  whatever  it  might  be, 

CHAP.    VIII.  1.1 

v-*«-v^w^    which  IS  attribuecl  to  sir  John  Moore,  on  the  12th 

Diiomiier.     of  Dccember,  lord  Paget,  with  the  greater  part  of 

o^oirSr    the  cavalry,  marched  from  Toro  to  Tordesillas.— ■ 

*iid  Fronrli. 
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Brigadier-general  Stewart,  with  the  18th  and  king's  ^^^^^^^^^ 
German  dragoons,  moving  from  Arevolo,  obtained  ^"^^^^ 
information  of  a  party  of  the  enemy,  comprising     !>««««»*>«'• 

*         •'  .         First  encounter 

cavalry  and  infantry,  at  the  village  of  Rueda,  which  of  the  Bntuh 
he  ordered   captain  Dash  wood  to  reconnoitre  at 
night,  and  ascertain  the  position  of  the  guards. 

To  brigadier-general  Stewart  was  thus  given  the 
honour  of  the  first  encounter  with  the  French  in 
Spain.  With  a  party  of  his  own  regiment,  the  18th, 
he  suddenly  dashed  into  the  village,  and  killed  or 
took  prisoners  nearly  the  whole  party,  to  the  com- 
plete astonishment  of  the  enemy,  who  had  no  sus- 
picion of  British  troops  being  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
and  was  entirely  taken  by  surprise. 

Nothing  could  be  more  propitious  than  this  little 
affair  to  the  onset  of  the  British  army,  after  the 
stationary  character  of  the  campaign.  It  had  a 
powerful  effect  on  the  troops,  particularly  the  ca- 
valry, and  every  one  looked  on  it  as  the  most  fa- 
vourable omen  of  future  advantages. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  the  head-quarters  of 
sir  John  Moore  were  at  Alaejos,  where  ^le  imme- 
diately recommenced  his  correspondence  with  the 
various  relations  of  his  army ;  communicated  witli 
the  marquis  Komana,  and  received  amongst  a  packet;  • 
of  letters  from  the  head-quarters  of  the  enemy  (the 
offiper  who  bore  them  having  been  killed  by  the 

us 
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^?A^  \^u   Spanish  peasantry)  the  following  letter  of  the  French 
major-general  Berthier,  prince  of  Neufchatd  : 


1808. 
December. 


To  the  Marshal  Duke  of  Dalmatian  commanding 
the  2d  Corps  of  the  Army  at  Saldana.  The  Plce^ 
Constable  Major-General. 

Cluwuirtin,  Dec.  \0,  1808. 

Intercepted  dcs-      Marshal  duke  of  Dalniatia, 

enemy.  I  read  to  the  emperor  your  letter  of  the 

4th  of  December,  which  was  brought  by  en^  of 
your  oflicers.  His  majesty  approves  of  all  you  have 
done.  The  8th  regiment  of  dragoons,  the  22d  of 
chasseurs,  the  regiment  of  colonel  Tascher,  and  the 
Hanoverian  regiment,  make  four  regiments,  forming 
two  brigades,  conmianded  by  the  generals  Belle  and 
Franceschi.  These  two  brigades  are  under  your 
orders^  and  you  can  manoeuvre  them  as  you  think 
proper.  The  emperor  is  of  opinion  that,  with  the 
division  Merle,  and  the  division  Mouton,  together 
with  the  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  nothing  can  re- 
sist you. 

What  have  you  to  do  ? — Render  yourself  master 
of  Leon,  drive  back  the  enemy  into  Galicia,  make 
yourself  master  of  Benavente  and  Zamora.  You 
can  have  no  English  in  your  front,  for  some  of  their 
regiments  came  to  the  Escurial  and  Salamanca,  and 
every  thing  evinces  that  they  are  in  fulLretreat. — 
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Our.  advanced  suard  is  this  day  at  Talavera  de  la  ^ook  in. 
Reyna,  upon  the  i-oad  to  Badajos,  which  it  will  ^-^^v^^-^ 
reach  soon.     You  clearly  perceive  that  this  move-     i>ec«uber. 

Intercepted  dcf" 

ment  must  compel  the  £i\glish  to  hasten  inimedi-  patch  of  th« 

enemy. 

ately  to  Lisbon,  if  they  are  not  gone  there  already. 
The  moment,  marshal,  you  are  sure  that  the  Eng- 
lish have  retreated,  of  which  there  is  every  pre- 
sumption, move  forward  with  rapidity.  There  are 
no  Spaniards  who  can  resist  your-  two  divisions. — 
Order  shoes  and  great-coats  to  be  made  at  Leon, 
St  Andero,  and  Palencia.  His  majesty  approves 
every  demand  for  bettering  your  equipment.  You 
may  also  require  mules  for  your  artillery,  and  horses 
to  remount  your  cavalry ;  but  let  it  all  be  done  ac- 
cording to  the  regular  forms  of  administration.  It 
is  possible  that,  as  soon  as  the  dragoons  of  general 
Millar  shall  arrive  in  Spain,  the  emperor -will  send 
them  to  you,  but  this  cannot  happen  these  fifteen 
days.  At  the  distance  you  are,  marshal  duke,  you 
must  direct  yourself,  and  look  upon  all  I  write  as 
only  general  instructions. 

His  majesty  imagines  that  you  will  take  every 
measure  to  reduce  the  country  between  the  Duero, 
Galicia,  and  the  Asturias,  always  preserving  most 
attentively  St.  Andero.  The  5th  corps,  commanded 
by  the  marshal  duke  of  Treviso,  has  received  an 
order  to  direct  its  march  to  Saragossa.    The  8th 
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'-""tjT*^  sion  arrived  at  Vittoria  on  the   i  sth,  will  probably 

December,     receive  ordcFS  to  unite  at  Burgos.      Gun-boats  aod 

paichoftbe      armcd  vessels  of  every  kind  have  orders  to  sail  to 

St.  Andero.     Load  them  with  confiscated  English 

merchandise,  cotton,  wool,  artillery,  and  send  all 

to  France.    In  short,  hold  Valladolid  and  Zamoca 

in  subjection.    Valladolid  is  a  good  town,  whidi 

has  behaved  well.     It  is  thought  to  be  very  ink* 

portant  to  occupy  2Uimora.     To  conclude,  the  em* 

peror  thinks  that  you  can  do  \vhBt  you  please,  at  I 

soon  as  the  English  retire  to  Lisbon. 

Five  divisions  of  Castanos,  composed  of  the  beat  I 
troops,  have  been  routed,'  with  even  less  difiScultf  | 
than  you  found  in  beating  the  Andalusian*  wrnxf  J 
tA  Burgos.  The  wreck  of  Castanos's  army  is  [ 
sued  by  marshal  Bessieres,  who  lias  cut  them  < 
from  the  road  to  Estremadura,  and  is  pursuing  t 
towards  Valencia,  several  marches  beyond  the  Tn 
gU9.  The  emperor's  head-quarters  are  at  Chamap*^^^" 
tin,  a  little  country  seat,  a  league  and  a  half  frow^^^^ 
Madrid.  His  majesty  enjoys  an  excellent  state  of^^^" 
health.  ^^ 

The  city  of  Madrid  is  quite  tranquil ;   the  shoy»i^^^ 
are  all  open,  the  public  amusements  are  resume^  ^^^ 

'  Ttie  EstretBadunui  umy  ii  meant. 
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and  there  is  not  the  least  appearance  of  the  first   '  p^^/^,Yu 

proposal,  having  been  strengthened  by  4000  cannon 

balls. 

This  Prince  of  Neufchatel, 

Major-general. 

I  will  send  you  to-morrow  a  proclamation  and 
some  decrees  of  the  emperor,  in  which  you  will 
there  recognise  the  style  of  him  who  was  bom  to 
command  every  wherie. 

From  these  orders  and  details,  thus  fortunately 
obtained  by  a  vigilant  exertion  of  the  Spaniards, 
which  it  were  to  have  been  wished  liad  been  often 
repeated,  the  British  general  was  put  in  complete 
possession  of  the  French  plan  of  operations,  the  re^ 
suits  of  those  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  state  of  the 
capital.  He  also  found,  what  w^  still  more  im- 
portant, that  in  consequence  of  the  hesitation  which 
had  produced  no  movement  on  Madrid,  Buonaparte 
had  naturally  conceived  that  he  was  already  in  re- 
treat,— that  indeed,  no  British  force  of  any  magni- 
tude had  approached  it. 

Intimidated  by  Soult's  strength,  sir  John  Moore 
changed  his  determination  of  marching  on  Valla* 
dolid  to  that  of  Toro,  to  prevent  any  impediment 
to  his  junction  with  sir  David  Baird,  and  thus  com«> 
municated  with  that  officer,  and  also  with  the  Bri- 
tish minister  on  his  motives. 
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HeadrSluarters,  Alacjas,  Dec.  l^,  1808« 

My  dear  sir, 
December.  J  Tcceived  last  night  your  letters  of  the 

Sir  John  IMoorc  o        ^  ^ 

to lir D. Baird.    iQth  and  11th  Inst.      It  was  my  intention  to  have 

moved  to-morrow  on  Valladolid,  but  by  a  letter 
from  Buonaparte  to  marshal  Soult  at  Saldana, 
which  we  have  intercepted,  the  officer  who  carried 
it  having  been  murdered  by  the  peasantry,  1  am 
induced  to  change  my  direction,  and  shall  be  to- 
morrow, with  all  the  troops  I  have,  at  Toro  and  its 
immediate  neighbourhood.  It  appears  that  marshal 
Soult,  due  de  Dalmatia,  has  with  him  two  divisions 
at  Saldana,  besides  one  under  the  due  d'Abrantes, 
which  is  collecting  at  Burgos,  and  another  under 
the  due  de  Treviso,  which  has  received  orders  to 
march  on  Saragossa,  but  which  of  course  may  be 
recalled.  Madrid  has  submitted,  and  is  quiet ;  and 
the  French  from  thence  are  marching  upon  Badajos. 
Their  advanced  guard  was  at  Talaveira  la  Reina 
on  the  10th  instant.  My  object  is  now  to  unite 
the  army  as  soon  possible ;  you  at  Benavente,  and 
I  at  Toro ;  from  whence,  either  by  a  forward  or 
flank  movement,  the  two  corps  can  be  joined,  I 
shall  direct  all  my  stores  from  Zamora  to  be  for- 
warded to  Benavente.  The  arrangement  with  re- 
spect to  yours,  which  I  communicated  to  you  in 
my  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  may  go  on;  by  which 
we  shall  have  a  certain  portion  at  Benavente,  and 
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prisoners  we  have  taken,   that  the  French  are  in 

*^  '  Sir  J.  Moore  to 


the  rest  at  Astorga  and  the  rear.      It  appears  from    ^^^^.^aV/ 
the  intercepted  letters,  from  deserters,  and  from    ^"^^^^^ 

December. 
Ir  J.  Moore 

complete  ignorance  of  the  present  movements,  and  »irD.  Baird. 
tliink  we  have  retreated.      As  they  will  now  know 
the  truth,  what  change  this  may  make  in  their 
march  to  Badajos  I  know  not ;    but  marshal  Soult 
will  certainly  be  checked  in  his  intended  operations, 
which  were  projected  upon  the  supposition  that  he 
had  nothing  but  Spaniards  to  oppose  him.     Every 
arrangement  which  I  before  directed,  with  a  view 
to  enable  us  to  live  in  the  Galicias,  should  be 
strictly  attended  to ;  for,  though  in  the  first  in- 
stances we  may  not  have  opposed  to  us  more  than 
we  can  face,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  enemy 
to  increase  their  force  far  beyond  our  strength.      I 
have  received  a  letter  from  the  marquis  of  la  Ror  ' 
mana,  and  I  expect  an  officer  from  him  every  hour. 
Whatever  I  determine  with  him  shall  be  commu- 
nicated to  you ;  in  the  mean  time  I  shall  thank  you 
to  let  him  know  that  I  have  changed  my  intention 
of  going  to  Valladolid  in  consequence  of  informa- 
tion, and  that  I  am  collecting  the  army  at  Tore 
and  Benavente. 

Believe  me,  &c. 

John  Moore. 
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'>«*»'«'•  Marshal  Soult,  duke  of  Dalmatia,  is  with 

Sr  J.  Moore  to  . 

Mr.  Fraie.       a  corps  at  Saldana ;   Junot,  duke  of  Abrantes^  is 

marching  with  another  by  Victoria  on  Burgos ;  and 
there  is  a  corps  under  another  marshal,  duke  of  Tie- 
viso,  destined  for  Saragossa.  Madrid  is  quiet ;  and 
the  army,  or  rather  a  portion  of  it,  \k  on  its  m&rch 
to  Badajos ;  the  advanced  guard  was  at  Talavem 
de  la  Reina  on  the  10th.  Buonaparte  is  at  Cha* 
martin,  in  the  belief  that  the  British  have  retired 
into  Portugal.  Marshal  Bessieres  is  in  pursuit  of 
the  army  of  Castanos,  has  intercepted  its  march  to 
Estremadura,  and  is  following  it  to  Valencia.  This 
information,  which  I  received  yesterday,  has  deter- 
mined me  to  unite  the  army  with  all  possible  speedy 
and  instead  of  proceeding  to  Valladolid,  I  have 
marched  to  this  place,  in  order  to  make  my  junc- 
tion with  sir  David  Baird,  who  is  assembling  his 
corps  at  Benavente.  I  met  a  king's  messenger  cm 
my  coming  to  this  town,  who  was  in  search  of  you; 
I  have  directed  him  to  go  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo^ 
where,  according  to  the  information  he  receives, 
he  will  proceed  straight  to  Badajos,  or  enter  Ppp- 
tugal. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

John  Moors. 
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This  letter,  though  it  does  not  communicate  any    bookiu. 

'  O  •'  CHAP.   ▼HI. 

intended  operation,  is  terse  with  marks  of  better  ^"^^C^ 
spirits,  as  is  also  the  determination  described  in     December. 

Observatiofif 

the  narrative.  on  the  iMtten  u 

m  J.  nCooceti 

Tlie  British  commander  was  now  very  desirous  Mr.  Fceie. 
that  the  duke  of  Dalmatia  should  move  forward, 
and  meet  him  half  wky  ;  though  he  could  hardly 
flatter  himself  with  this  expectation.  He  resolved, 
therefore,  to  maicb  towards  him,  form  his  junction 
with  sir  David  Baird  on  the  road,  and,  if  possible, 
encounter  marshal  Soult  before  he  was  reinforced, 
and  before  any  French  corps  should  be  pushed  for- 
ward on  his  right  flank  to  endanger  his  retreat 

With  this  design  he  had  marched  to  Toro,  which 
lie  reached  on  the  l6th.  But  as  if  some  fatality 
was  constantly  to  arrest  his  excellency's  best  in- 
tentions, he  now  received  the  following  inteUigen^ 
but  inappropriate,  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel 
Sjrmes,  who  had  been  deputed,  by  sir  David  Baird, 
to  ascertain  the  strength  and  condition  of  the  mar- 
quis of  Romana's  troops. 

Lean,  \44hDec.  1S6S. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  lieoft^kmei 

Symetto  rir 

I  arrived  at  Leon  yesterday  evenyig ;  the  difficulty  iHvid  B«rd. 
of  procuring  post-horses  greatly  retarded  my  jour- 
ney.   Betweea  Membibre  and  Manzanal,  I  met  a 
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^■A^.^in^  brigade  of  Spanish  artillery,  viz.  two  howitzers^ 
and  six  field- pieces :  they  were  proceeding  to  Poh- 
teferada,  for  what  precise  object  I  could  not  learn; 
— possibly  to  defend  the  passes  of  the  mountains. 
At  a  league,  north  of  Astorga,  I  came  on  another 
brigade  of  Spanish  guns,  drawn  up  on  a  rising 
ground.  These  guns  had  only  three  or  four  men 
to  guard  them,  and  no  regular  sentinals.  I  was 
told  that  the  gunners  and  cattle  were  in  the  neigh- 
bouring village.  I  examined  the  state  of  the  guns 
and  the  ammunition,  as  closely  as  I  could  without 
giving  offence.  They  appeared  very  defective; 
the  men  said  they  came  from  Leon  fifteen  days 
ago,  and  knew  not  whither  or  when  they  were  to 
proceed.  At  Orbigo,  four  leagues  from  Leon,  I 
found  the  place  occupied  by  a  numerous  body  of 
troops  :  I  was  told  4,000,  under  major-general  don 
Jenars  Trigader.  There  were  five  regiments; 
three  of  the  line — El  Rey,  Majorca,  and  Hiber- 
nia ;  and  two  of  militia — the  Maldonada  and  an- 
other. The  equipment  and  appearance  of  these 
troops  were  miserable.  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
inspecting  the  arms  of  the  general's  guard,  which 
were  extremely  imperfect ;  the  springs  and  locks 
do  not  often  correspond  ^  either  the  main  spring 
was  too  weak  for  the  feather-spring,  or  the  feathek^ 
spring  too  weak  to  produce  certain  fire  from  the 
hammer.    I  tried  sixteen ;  of  this  number  iNilyaiS 
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had  bayonets,  and  these  were  short  and  bad.    The  ^^ok  iil 

^  ^  CHAP.  VIII. 

ammunition-pouches  were  not  proof  against  rain :  ^^■'^TT^r^^ 
the  clothing  of  the  soldiers  was  motley,  and  some     i>eccmbcr. 

Lient.-coloael 

were  half  naked.  They  were  in  general  stout  |^^S^ 
young  men,  without  order  or  discipline,  but  not  at 
all  turbulent  or  ferocious ;  and  nothing  of  intoxi- 
cation was  obser\'able.  Soon  after  I  left  Orbigo,  I 
met  the  regiment  of  Vittoria,  on  its  march  from 
Leon,  destined,  I  was  told,  for  Ponteferada ;  the 
men  were  wretchedly  clad  and  armed. 

I  got  to  Leon  early  in  the  evening,  and  waited 
on  the  marquis  de  la  Romana ;  he  had  not  heard 
of  the  capitulation  of  Madrid;  expressed  himself 
vaguely  on  the  subject  of  moving;  stated  his  force 
at  22,000  infantry  and  300  cavalry;  complained 
much  of  the  want  of  officers ;  had  intended  to 
form  his  army  into  five  divisions,  but  could  not  for 
want  of  officers  to  put  at  their  head :  he,  there- 
fore, meant  to  divide  his  army  into  wings,  one 
under  general  Blake,  the  other  under  himself;  that 
his  force  was  daily  increasing  by  the  return  of  fu- 
-gitives.    He  expressed  hopes,  that  we  had  light  ^ 

^  troops  to  oppose  those  of  the  French,  who  were 
very  expert ;  and  added,  that  he  was  training 
6,000  of  his  men  to  that  species  of  warfare.  There 
was  to  be  a  general  review  the  next  day,  at  which 
I  expressed  a  desire  of  the  honour  of  attending  his 
excellency.      In  the  morning  I  waited  on  the 
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propriety,   on    the    subject  of  joining  sir  John 
December.     Moorc  J  to  which  hc  cvadcd  giving  any  more  than 

Lieut.-coYonel  -  tt        i  t  •    i        t  i_ 

SvmMtour      general  assurances.     He  does  not  think  that  the 

Dayid  Baird. 

force  of  the  enemy  in  the  north  exceeds  L0,000 
men  in  all ;  and  that  there  is  no  danger  of  their 
penetrating  into  Asturias.  He  recommends  to  sir 
John  Moore  to  break  down  all  the  bridges  be- 
tween Toro  and  Aranda — ^five  in  number;  that 
Zamora  be  fortified  and  made  a  dep6t;  and  that 
magazines  be  formed  at  Astorga  and  Villafranca; 
regretted  his  want  of  cavalry ;  expressed  a  wish  to 
procure  S,()00  English  muskets,  and  shoes  for  his 
army.  When  I  asked  him  for  100  draft  niules  for 
general  Baird'sarmy,  he  replied,  it  was  impossible; 
he  had  not  one  to  spare.  Whilst  we  were  talking, 
a  courier  brought  intelligence  of  the  repulse  of  the 
French  at  Madrid.  It  may  be  true,  but  seems  at 
present  to  stand  in  need  of  confirmation. 

I  attended  the  review.  The  troops  were  drawn 
up  in  three  columns;  each  might,  perhapSi  con- 
sist of  2,500  men.  The  marquis,  on  horseback, 
addressed  each  column  separately  ;  when  that  was 
over,  the  troops  formed  into  lines ;  the  right  wing 
was  badly  armed,  and  worse  clothed  ;  the  left  was 
better,  being  chiefly  provided  with  English  fire^ 
locks;  and  a  corps  of  1,0(X)  men  in  uniform,  who, 
I  was  informed,  were  light  troops,  might  be  called 
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r^pectable.     Their  movements,  from  column  into   b  o  o  k  in. 

*  ^  CflAF.  VIII. 

line,  were  very  confusedly  performed,  and  the  of-  ^^^"^^j^^ 
ficers  were  comparatively   inferior  to  the  men ;     ^t^«»n>>«- 

UeoL-colontl 

there  was  only  one  brigade  of  artillery  in  the  field ;  Symei  to  dr 
and  I  doubt  whether  there  is  any  more  in  Leon. 
The  guns  were  drawn  by  mules.     No  ammunition* 
waggons  were  brought  into  the  field  for  inspection. 
On  the  whole,  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
serve, since  I  came  here,  and  from  the  tenor  of 
ray  conversations  with  the  marquis,  I  am  disposed 
to  doubt  his  inclination  of  moving  in  a  forward  di- 
rection to  join  sir  John  Moore.      I  suspect  lie 
rather  looks  to  secure  his  retreat  into  Galicia,  un* 
less  the  aspect  of  affairs  materially  alters  for  the 
better ;  and  if  he  were  to  join  sir  John,  I  doubt 
whether  his  aid  would  be  found  essentially  usefuL 
My  reasons  for  these  conclusions  are  as  follows  : — 
If  the  marquis  meant  to  advance,  why  send  his  ai^ 
tillery  and  troops  into  the  rear  ?  and  why,  as  he  is 
assured  of  the  time  when  sir  John  Moore  intends 
to  be  at  Benavente,  decline  to  fix  any  precise  day 
to  make  a  movement?  I  do  not  know  what  com- 
munication he  may  have  made  to^'ou  through  cap- 
tain Doyle,  or  b^  letter  to  sir  John  Moore,   to 
whom  he  says  he  has  written  fully  ;  but  to  me  he 
lias  certainly  given  no  cause  whatev.er  to  suppose 
that  he  will  move  in  concert  with  your  army,  or 
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^^-^'V'^^*^   taken. 
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December.         My  motive  for  doubting,  whether  the  aid  which 
sTmeslo^SI^*    he  might  bring  would  be  of  any  importance,  arises 

from  a  sense  of  the  inefficient  state  of  his  army, 
and  the  want  of  discipline  in  the  men.  It  is  mo- 
rally impossible  that  they  can  stand  before  a  line 
of  French  infantry.  A  portion  of,  at  least  one 
third  of,  the  Spanish  muskets  will  not  explode; 
and  a  French  soldier  will  load  and  fire  his  pieces 
with  precision,  three  times  before  a  Spaniard  can 
fire  his  twice.  Men,  however  brave,  cannot  stanc) 
against  such  odds ;  as  to  charging  with  the  bay- 
onet, if  their  arms  were  fit  for  the  purpose,  the 
men,  though  individually  as  gallant  as  possible^ 
have  no  collective  confidence  to  carry  them  Ol^ 
nor  officers  to  lead  them ;  they  will,  therefore,  dis- 
perse, probably  on  the  first  fire,  and  can  never  be 
rallied,  until  they  voluntarily  return  to  their  ge- 
neral's standard ;  as  in  the  case  of  the  marquis  de 
la  Romana's  present  army,  almost  wholly  com- 
posed of  fugitives  from  the  battles  of  the  norfli 
A  striking  instance  of  this  is  given  by  the  manpiil 
himself,  who  assured  me  that  the  Spaniards  ^did 
not  lose  Above  lOOO  men  in  their  late  actions  wMi 
the  French ;  a  proof  not  of  the  weakness  of  the 
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Prehch,  but  of  th«  incapacity  of  the  Spaniards  to    ?„^^^^„™- 
tesist  them.     In  fact,  the  French  light  troops  de-    ^**'^^t[^[^^' 
cided  the  contest; — the  Spaniards  fkw  before  a    ^^^""^ 
desultory  fire;— -they  saved  themselves,  and  now  fy"S*2_j^ 
daim  merit  for  having  escaped. 

By  a  repetition  of  such  flights  and  re-assembling, 
the  Spaniards  may,  in  the  ertd,  become  soldiers, 
and  ^atly  harass  the  enemy  ;  biit,  as  we  cannot 
put-sile  thjlt  mode  of  warfare,  our  allies  are  not 
much  calculated  to  be  of  use  to  us  on  the  day  of 
battle,  when  we  must  either  cotiquer  or  be  de- 
stroyed. 

I  do  not  mean  to  undelralue  the  spirit  or  pa- 
triotism of  the  Spaniards,  which  I  highly  respect, 
and  which,  in  the  end^  may  effect  their  deliver* 
atic^ ;  but  they  arfe  not  now,  not  can  they  for  a 
long  time  be,  sufficiently  improved  ill  the  art  of 
war,  to  be  coadjutor^  with  us  in  a  general  action : 
we  must,  therefore,  stand  or  fall  through  ot&  mett 
means ;  for,  if  we  place  any  reliailce  on  Spani^ 
aid  for  success  in  the  field,  we  shall,  I  fear,  find 
ourselves  egregiously  deceived. 

I  think  the  marquis  de  k  Romana  should  im- 
mediately be  •called  upon,  to  say  upon  what  day 
he  will  march,  and  on  What  d^y  and  at  what  place 
he  will  join  sir  Johh  MoOre. 

I  have  thou^t  it  niy  duty,  sir,  thus  to  enter  at. 
length  into  the  subject,  with  a  vie\t  to  prevent 

VOL.  Ill,  X 
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^u*p.  vin!'   hereafter  any  disappointment  on  a  matter  of  such 
^■^I^ST^  high  importance. 

December,  J  jj^^g  jjjg  honOUr  tO  Ix,  &C. 

Lieat.-colonel 

Svm^  to  «r  Michael  Sthes, 

David' Biird. 

Lieut -colonel 


Here  was,  in  many  respects,  a  faithful  and  able, 
though  not  a  v  ery  new.picture.  As  was  easily  to 
be  conceived,  this  letter  entirely  depressed  the 
rising  spirit  of  the  British  general,  and  dashed  the 
small  hope  which  had  just  beam^^d  upon  him,  as  it 
had  often  before  beamed  in  vain. 

As  if  some  astonishingly-new  discovery  had  been 
made,  instead  of  what  every  military  reader  will 
have  long  since  anticipated,  the  narrative  of  sir 
John  Moore's  oj)erations,  or  rather  inoperation^i 
thus  exclaims : — 

Alas  !  it  was  to  remedy  these  exaggerations  and 
misconceptions  of  their* force — it  was  to  give  to 
this  and  tvtry  other  description  of  the  Spanish 
force  consistency;  it  was  to  furnish  to  their. body 
A  vivifying  spirit,  that  was  the  chief  business  of  the 
British  general  at  this  moment,  and  an  admirable 
exercise  of  all  those  superior  qualities  of  a  general, 
which  are  only  to  be  elicited  by  such  embarrass- 
ments, in  which  peculiar  excellence  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  judgment  naturally  to  be  attri- 
buted to  sir  John  Moore. 


i 


UNDER  SIR  JOHN  MOOR£.  307 


This  account  of  the  liiarquis  of  Romana's  troops    book lu. 

*  ^    '       CUAF,    VIII. 

was  most  discouraging.     It  was  evident  that  little  ^^-^^v^^^ 
reliance  could  be  put  on  a  force  so  imperfectly  or-     i>«»«nb«. 
ganized:  and  then  adds,  that  the  following  letter 
from  the  marquis,  though  it  gives  no  very  flatter- 
ing description  of  his  army,,  was,  in  many  points, 
an  exaggeration. 

At  the  same  time,  in  what  the  exaggeration 
consists  is  difficult  to  be  conceived  by  an  ordinary 
reader. 

Leon,  December  l^h,  1808. 

Sir, 

Prom   the   forward   movements   which  ThemtrqnUof 

Romana  to  tur 

the  army  under  your  excellency's  command  is  J****'**^**'*' 
making,  I  am  induced  to  despatch  my  aide-de-, 
camp,  Mr.  O'Niell,  with  this  letter,  which  will 
inform  you  of  the  destination  of  my  army,  and 
my  designs.  I  have  now  twenty  thousand  men 
present  under  arms,  whom  I  have  begun  to  clothe 
and  to  organise ;  but  much  is  still  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  work,  and  there  are  still  at  least  two- 
thirds  who  are  in  want  of  clothing  from  head  to 
foot. 

Almost  the  whole  army  are  without  havresack^,  niarcMcd  stau 
cartouche-boxes,  and  shoes;   and,  notwithstanding  .^y.°**"*' 
all  the  exertions  I  have  made  to  that  effect,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  succeed,  the  country  offering  so 

few  resources.     I  expect  all  these  articles  from  day 

X  S 


Jolin  Moore. 
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^H^^vuu  ***  ^^y»  '^^'  ^^^  distance  which  they  are  from  thw, 
^^^^^^^^  retartis  the  execiitibn  bf  my  orders.  If  the  pro- 
December,     yitices  ^tte  3,  little  ittor^  zt^albufe,  I  doubt  not  but 

Tbe  marquis  of 

Komaoatosir    the  ai'iiiy  #bul(l  bv  this  time  bd  fit  to  act  in  con- 

cert  with  that  of  your  excfellehcy.  So  mueh  for 
the  situatibii  of  my  th)op^  :  I  will  ilow  cdmnmnicate 
to  your  excellency  my  plans.  If  the  enemy  were 
not  in  ff brit  of  rhe,  1  should  Wttt  a  ttioment  doubt 
the  possibility  of  urtitirtg  my  forces  With  yonr  wi* 
cellency's,  and  of  concerting  a  decisive  attack  upon 
the  troops  who  now  surround  Madrid ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information,  there  is  a  division, 
from  about  fight  to  ten  thousand  men,  which  extends 
from  Sahagun  to  Almanza ;  and  whose  object,  as 
far  as  I  can  judge,  is  to  check  my  army,  and  to 
keep  open  the  communication  with  the  mountains 
of  Santander.  Its  position  is  along  the  little  river 
of  Cea,  and  it  occupies  the  villages  of  Sahagun, 
which  strengthen  its  left ;  its  principal  corps  is  at 
Saldana,  and  its  advanced  posts  at  Cea  and  Al- 
manza. From  this  last  place  they  push  their  re- 
connoitring parties  as  far  as  Pedrosa^  at  thfe 
entrance  of  Valdeburon  ;  and  they  expect  to  harass 
my  left.  As  long  as  this  corps  remains  in  thb  po- 
sition, I  cannot  abandon  mine ;  both  because  I 
cannot  expose  nor  abandon  this  country,  from 
whence  I  draw  large  supplies  of  provisions ;  nor  can 
I  leave  the  enemy  a  free  passage  to  the  Asturias^ 
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wliQ  would  instantly  t^ike  possps?ion  qf  this  CQHlit^fy^  ^2/f.\hk 
And  threaten  the  passage  into  Galipia.  As  soon  ^  ^"^Tgo^l^ 
I  am  able  to  manoeuvre,  I  intpnd  to  pu^b  fprwsrc)     i>«ceiiibe?. 

*  The  marquis  of 

the  corps  which  is  in  my  front:  and,  at  the  same  Romwiatosir 

time,  sir  David  Baird  can  shew  the  heads  of  columns 

ii^  advancing  from  Benavepte  upon  the  road  to 

Valencia.     This  combined  movement  will   oblige 

this  division  of  the  enemy  to  fall  back  upon  Reyr 

oosa,  qr  even  upon  Bursros.     If  we  were  once  clear  Romana ardent- 

'  *  °  ]v  solicits  the 

of  this  party,  I  do  aot  think  it  would  be  difficult  Bfiiwh"«nyto 

^'      •' '  join  him. 

for  ypur  excellency  to  join  us,  as  well  as  sir  David 
Baird.  I  should  very  much  wish  to  have  ap  interr 
view  with  your  excellency ;  we  might  then  smooth 
many  difficulties.  If  I  can  effect  it  without  com- 
mitting any  error  here,  I  shall  repair  as  soon  a3 
possible  to  Tordesillas,  and  I  shall  not  fail  to  give 
you  timely  notice  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  ic. 

The  Mabquis  of  Eobiava. 


T^is  is  evident^  the  commuaioatioQ  of  an  ac-  Remarks  on  die 

.  -       ^  cuidid  coramu- 

complisJied  general;    mstead  or  e^^aggeratic^,  he  nictation  or  tiie 
states  that  two-thirds  of  his  army  were  naked,  and  from  the  mar* 

.  qatsofRomans. 

therefoie  in  course  at  the  moment  ipefficiisnt;  the 
whole  in  a  state  that  required  peculiar  spirit  to  act ; 
the  exertions  of  the  provinces  paralyzed— for  the 
provinces  were  as  little  tQ  be  (expected  to  be  in  a  state 
to  provide  for  armies,  as  armies  to  ^-r-fj^p  Vfh9}fi 
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country  was  paralysed.      But  he  shews  what  is  to 
be  done,  and  in  a  proper  spirit,  under  all  circum- 
Decqpber.     stauces,  Specifically  declares  what  himself  will  do.* 

To  balance  the  one  and  support  the  other,  from 
an  entirely  separate  quarter,  and  with  every  sup- 
port that  authority  could  give  or  responsibility 
could  require ;  and  while  (as  stated  by  his  brother,) 
sir  John  Moore's  whole  attention  was  engrossed 
with  the  attack  on  tha  French  arrtiy,  which  he 
xcas  meditating^  a  member  of  the  supreme  junta, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Stuart,  in  his  diplomatic 
capacity,  and  with  the  acquiescence  of  Mr.  Frere, 
presented  the  following  despatch,  as  it  had  been 
in  some  form  presented  to  him. 

Sir, 
^r  i>^"^*°  The  marquis  de  la  llomana  has  informed 

the  supreme  junta,  from  his  head-quarters  in  Leon, 
Mr.  de  Garay    uudcr  date  the  2d  instant,  that  eight  days  ago  he 

expresses  the 

consternation  of  was  treatiuff  with  thc  English  general,  sir  David 

the  Spaniards,  ^  .  , 

aiid  their  peril-  fiaird,  who  commands  the  troops  of  his  nation,  at 

ous  situation  if  . 

deserted  by  the  Astorga,  tc  procced  with  them,  and  twelve  or  four- 

Bntbh  armies,  o   '  i 

the  adV^ito  "es   ^^^^  thousaud  pickcd  men  of  the  army  under  his 

that  would  yet 
arise  from  an 

union  of  their  *  ^^d  when  the  army  of  the  marquis  Romana  did  act,  initead 

of  exaggeration,  a  greater  proportion  turned  out  effident,  while 
the  remainder  sustained,  with  fidelity,  deprivations,  from 
human  nature  shrinks. 
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command,  to  Zamora,  to  unite  with  the  general  ^^H?p^vm: 
sir  John  Moore,  by  the  road  he  had  pointed  put ;  ^^^^^^^^ 
in  order  to  make  a  movement  against  the  enemy,*  December, 
towards  the  point  that  might  be  thought  most  toMr.Frere. 
convenient.  But,  when  he  flattered  himself  that 
general  Baird  would  agree  thereto,  he  replied,  that 
he  had  positive  orders  to  go%y  land  or  sea,  to  unite 
with  sir  John  Moore  in  Portugal  That  he  had 
repeated  his  request  to  both  generals ;  and  that,  on 
the  preceding  day,  general  Baird  had  definitively 
answered  him,  that  he  was  withdrawing  his  artil- 
lery, to  embark  it  at  Corunna,  and  that  he  intended 
to  go  with  his  troops  to  Portugal,  along  the  coast 
of  Galicia,  or  by  the  province  of  Tras  los  Montes, 
upon  Almeida.  That  he  wrote  to  him,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  general  Belande,  (who  had  arrived  that 
night  at  Leon,)  acquainting  him  with  the  conster- 
nation^ into  which  he  would  throw  the  country  by 
his  retreat ;  the  impossibility  of  the  marquis!s 
marching  alone,  without  any  cavalry,  towards  Za- 
mora f  the  -evils  to  which  that  province  remained 
exposed,  and  the  risk  with  which  it  threatened  the 
kingdom  of  Galicia.* 

The  supreme  junta  has  learnt  with  the  greatest 
surprise  and  pain,  this  resolution  of  the  English 

0 

*  The  Narrative  has  intenrupted  thiscotaununicatioD,  by  a  note 
charging  the  marquis  of  Romana  with  inconsistency,  which  on 
the  slightest  comparison,  will  be  fbund/not  to  apply  at  all. 
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^cHA^?^vi"i^  general ;   which,  if  put  in  execution,  would  affoni 

^^-'^^^l^^'"^^  gveat  advantages  to  the  French  arms,  and  would 

December,     briug  on  the  most  terrible  consequences  upon  the 

Mr.  dcGaray  °  T  r 

to  Mr.  Frere.     Spanish  amis.    The  generous  and  ready  succours 

that  England  afforded  us,  and  the  troops  widi 
which  she  assisted  us,  increased  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  whole  country,  and  strengthened  the  just  hopes 
that  this  union  would  secure  the  happiest  results 
to  the  enterprise.  For  the  same  reason,  the  dismfiy 
and  consternation  that  will  now  arise  from  seeing 
the  British  army  retreat  without  acting  or  uniting^ 
will  excite  feelings  contrary  to  the  good  cause; 
will  weaken  the  enthusiasm  ^nd  ardour  which, 
hitherto,  confidence  in  the  uniformity  of  ideas^  and 
in  the  operations  of  the  British  army,  united  with 
our  troops,  has  sustained. 

Besides,  the  irreparable  injury  that  we  should 
feel,  Portugal  would  renmin  exposed  to  see  herself 
for  the  second  time  subjected  to  tlie  French ;  wiio 
would  then  disconcert,  most  completely,  all  the 
plans  and  measures  that  would  alone  save  tliese 
two  kingdoms,  allies  of  EnglamI,  who,  by  tlie  ujti^ 
mate  result,  would  only  have  afforded  us  succours 
and  troopcf  to  make  us  rely  on  their  effective  assisr 
tance,  and  withdraw  them  in  the  roost  critical  aad 
interesting  moment.  In  reality,  the  enemy  has 
never  been  nearerliis  utter  ruin  (if  the  English  and 
Spanish  armies  act  with  judgment  and  energy)  thai) 
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HI  tile  iDomept  wheo,  weakened  by  w])at  his  la*c    ^f^/^J^ 
nifforts  have  co$t  him,  we  might  profit  of  the  ad-  '^'^g^^ 
vaotage  of  seeiog  his  army  divided  iu  covering  suflh     i^fo«»*«^ 
an  extended  line*  <<>  u^^  Mt^^^ 

All  these  considerations,  and  the  melancholy 
consequenees  «thp  jeU-eat  pf  the  J^ntish  troops  wpmW 
pFoducfj  cannot  be  hidden  ftom  your  excellency 'p 
penetratipn^  ^nd  that  of  his  Britannic  nmj^sty's 
generals ;  but,  if  the  British  army  were  united  tP 
Qwrs,  it  wo«,ild  contribute  to  give  liberty  tp  3p^Ln 
a»d  Portugal ;  finish  the  generous  work  for  whi€;h 
the  friend  of  Sp^in  destined  them ;  immortalise 
their  name,  and  render  service  to  all  the  pontinent. 

Although  o^r  tropps  ha^^e  experienced  reverses^ 
there  are  no  grounds  for  dismay.  The  state  of 
things  rather  prpmises  that,  by  the  number  of 
English  and  Spa^ish  troops,  ^w)  by  itl>e  enthpsi^m 
^d  confidence  their  union  will  produce,  advantages 
will  occur  which  must  seouire  lUS  victory, 

The  marquis  die  la  Rpnign?,  wijl  ^^  sir  John 
|k<[pore,  and  joi^  i4pi  wjih  imHQm  tiipusand 
phpspn  men  from  his  army ;  «nd  with  the  aetivie 
a#d  f nergefic  measures  wbieh  the  saprewe  jwrtu 
^^  directed,  in  ^  month  M  will  wgment  its  num^ 
bprs  with  thirty  tlipuaands  conscripis  fiom  (Sbr 
kingdoms  of  Leon,  Galieia,  gnd  Astm^ias.  Jits  iniar 
j?5^ty,  as  your  ^;ii:peUency  knp«^^  has  resolved,  that 
one  of  its  members  shall  ^  ^md  confer  intfa  sir 
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CHAP.  VIII*  •^  '■  'g» 

^■^^^^^    accompanied,  as  your  excellency  has  promised,  by 
December.     Mr.  Stuart,  who  will  do  cvcry  thing  in  his  power 

Mr.  de  Gamy  fTfii.  i^j. 

to  Mr.  Frere.     to  Contribute  to  the  object.    He  also  hopes  that 

your  excellency,  impressed  with  these  weighty  con- 
siderations, will  endeavour  to  persuade  the  general- 
in-chief  of  the  English  troops,  that  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  people,  their  consolation,  the  liberty  of  the 
nation,  the  security  of  Portugal,  the  interests  of 
England,  and  those  of  all  Europe,  depend  on  the 
immediate  union;  and,  when  the  plans  are  con- 
certed,  to  act  in  the  most  convenient  manner :  for,* 
otherwise,  neither  the  object  of  their  coming  will  be 
attained,  nor  any  advantage  will  have  resulted,  than 
that  of  losing  the  best  opportunity  of  destroying  the 
eternal  enemy  of  the  repose  of  the  continent,  aban- 
doning Spain  and  Portugal  to  their  fate,  in  the  pre- 
cise moment  in  which  they  stood  most  in  need  of 
the  assistance  of  their  ally. 

The  supreme  junta,  relies  on  the  attachment 
your  excellency  has  shewn  them,  and  on  the  lively 
interest  you  take  in  our  cause  ;  and  that  you  will 
contribute  with  all  your  influence  and  represen- 
tation, that  the  great  enterprise  may  not  f^L  AU 
which  I  submit  to  your  excellency's  consideration, 
by  command  of  his  majesty. 

■ 

(Signed)        Martin  de  Garat. 

Truxillo,  Decembet'  SM,  1S08. 
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With  this,  document,  against  which  even  the  JJj^^J^; 
Narrative  does  not  except,  Mr.  Stuart  bore  the  ^"^Tros!*^ 
following  from  Mr.  Frere  :  i)~emb«r. 

Truxillo,  Dec.  $,  1808. 
Sir, 

After  the  representations   which  have  ^'iklTMoow. 
been  made  to  you  from  other  quarters,  I  can  hardly  ^^^  mUustcr 
hope  that  a  farther  remonstrance  on  my  part  can  ^^"i^S^ili, 
produce  any  effect :   when  high  military  rank  and  ^2«^"^^/Jhn 
authority,  and  the  influence  of  persons  whom  I  am  ^^^  Qxertion. 
told  you  honour  with  your  private  esteem,  have 
been  found  unavailing.      The  advantages   which 
Mr.  Stuart,  possess  in  this  respect  will,  I  hope,  en- 
able  him  to  urge  you  with  the  warmth  of  regard, 
what  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  with  impartiality 
and  candour,  towards  a  person  with  whom  lam  no 
otherways  acquainted  than  by  the  hoiipur  which 
he  has  done  me  by  his  correspondence :  I  mean  the 
immense  responsibility   with   which  you   charge 
yourself  by  adopting,   upon  a  supposed  military 
necessity,  a  measure  which  must  be  followed  by 
immediate  if  not  final  ruin  to  our  ally,  and  by  iur 
delible  disgrace  to  the  country  with  whose  resources 
you  are  entrusted. 

I  am  unwilling  to  enlarge  upon  a  subject  in 
which  my  feelings  must  be  stifled,  or  expressed  ^t 

the  risk  of  offence ;  which  with  such  an  interest  at     ^ 
stake,  I  should  feel  unwilling  to  excite.      But  this 
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*  wA^?vw?'  ^^^^  ^  ^"^^  ^^y*  ^^^^  if^^^  British  amuf  h(4  keen 

^*^^^j^^^  ^e^t  abroad  for  the  cvpre^s  purpose  af  doing  fie 

i>fe»9^tt^'     Utmost  possible  mischief  to  the  Spanish  ^ause,  witb 

Mr.  Fpcre  to  w      ,  .       ,  .  ^ 

John  Moore,      the  Single  cxceptioii  of  not  nnng  a  shot  against 

their  troops,  they  would,  according  to  the  measures 
nmo  announced  as  about  to  be  pursued^  have  com- 
pletely  fulfilled  their  purpose. 

That  the;  defence  of  Galicia  should  be  abandoned 
must  appear  in^rredible. 

I  inclose  a  note  which  I  have  just  received  from 
Mr.  Garay,  secretary  to  the  junta,  and  lemain,  wit^ 
great  truth  and  regard, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  humble  servant^ 

J.  H.  FR£fi£. 

To  these  documents,  no  other  answer  is  attempt-^ 
ed  than  remarks  so  jejeune,  and  grounds  of  actioB 
so  surprising,  that  they  need  only  be  added  witli* 
out  comment 

This  letter  and  this  second  mission  (says  h\^ 
excellency's  memoir)  shew  the  continued  jnterftr- 
ence  of  Mr.  Frere  in  the  military  operations;  and 
they  prove  how  determined  he  was  thi^t  sir  Jtiim 
Moore  should  be  governed  by  him  ! 

It  must  (strangely  continues  the  Narratrve)  be 
very  superfluous  to  add  a  word  in  justification  ef  At 
Jolm  Moore's  original  plan,  since  it  appears^  by  Bei^ 
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thiei^'s  tetter^  that  Bumaparte  presumed  that  hit   6<>b*  lit; 
movement  would  of  course  induce  the  Enffiish  M  v^^S/^afc^ 
retire  on  Lisbon.*    We  do  not,  however,  suspect     dfecetttiK 
that  Mr.  Frere  thinks  himself  a  superior  general  to  ^ucovcrcd!"^ 
Buonaparte,  we  only  perceive  that  his  understand^ 
ing  was  completely  warped  by  traitors  !     The  style 
of  the  letters,  however,  do  not  admit  oF  th«  sHinA 
apology  ;  and  the  whole  ttan^ction  displayis  to  ex- 
traordinary specimen  of  diplomatic  authority.  Had 
it  not  ieen  reo^rded^  no  om  eould  hace  susp&cted 
kdtv  c^rnmanderfs  (^  armies  ntigAt  be  trt^ted  by  Bri- 
tish pienipotentiaries  1  / 

Ih^forbtarance  of  sir  John  Moorfe  on  receiviiig 
these  letters  is  very  remarkable :  he  sent  no  imsper 
iill  the  23t/it  whieh  will  appear*  in  itis  plac«^  Iq  his 
jdumal  there  is  the  following  passage.  • 

I  limited  at  T^ro  ori  the  l6th^  when  Mr%  Stuait 
tame  to  me  frotn  Mr.  Frere>  accolnpanied  by  a 
member  of  the  jiittta,  to  inquest  I  would  connect 
ittyself  with  th^  matiquis  of  Romana.     This  I  told 


•  And  could  that  reasoner  be  a  friend  of  sir  Johil  Mo6r6,  or 
6f  Ms  rtii^ol^,  wk)  wcnild  sU])p!0!?6  that  the  Brtlirfi'genefrf  cott- 
tented  himself  with  acting  agreeably  to  ^e  opinion  of  the  en^tny, 
and  that  an  opinion  too  which  itMght  at  any  time,  according  to 
the  first  principles  of  strategy,  be  thrown  in  his  way  to  mislead 
him.     These  are  common  ideas,  not  ex  post  facto  reasoning. 

t  tt  might  be  very  rcmarlcahle,  but  not  very  polite,  nor  very 
expedient.    The  public  is,  however,  assisted  from  the  journals. 
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BOOK  III.   tlieni  I  was  about  to  do,  and  that  I  had -written  to 

CHAP.   YIII.  ' 

^^^^^  the  marquis  from  Sa1amanc&. 
Becembar.  J  explained  to  Mr.  Stuart  Mr.  Frere's  extraordi- 
nary conduct  to  me,  and  I  shewed  him  his  letters^ 
which  surprised  him.  He  was  not  much'  pleased 
at  having  been  sent  upon  a  mission  with  only « 
half  confidence.* 

"  It  is  mortifying  to  observe,''  continues  tlie  Nar* 
ratiye  (with  permission  of  the  patient  reader,  for  it  is 
very  intrusive)  "with  how  much  more  propriety  and 
judgment  the  political  details  are  managed  by  the 
French,  even  when  conducting  an  atrocious  usurp- 
ation, than  by  the  English  when  engaged  in  the 
justest  cause. 

Let  marshal  Berthier's  letter  be  compared  with 
Mr.  Frere's.  The  instructions  contained  in  the 
former  are  perspicuous,  and  the  language  is  concist 
and  polite.  And  though  marshal  Soult  only  com- 
manded a  detached  corps,  he  is  left  with  ample  dis- 
cretionary powers,  and  free  from  the  fetters  of  di- 
plomatic men." — Because,  let  it  be  answered,  each 
general  possessed  a  diplomatic  character.  The  re- 
mainder  should  be  withheld  from  regard  for  any 
distinguished  character. 

The  following  deduction  is,  however,  too  impor- 

,  *  This  passage  exhibits  not  merely  a  complete  ignoranoe  of 
diplomacy,  but  also  of  a  want  of  feeling  for  the  delicBcy  of  Mr. 
Stuart's  situation. 
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<Cant  to  be  omitted,  and  is  at  once  useful  and  agrecr  ^^^^fj^^l; 

^^'^-  .  1808. 

It  thence  appears  that  the  correspondence  be-  J^^cw^w^ 
tween  public  officers  in  France  is  of  a  nature,  oppo- 
site to  the  pompous  bulletins.  The  latter  are  ia^^  . 
,  tended  to  deceive  the  vulgar,  the  former  to  instruct 
their  officers.  And  the  French  are  too  wise  politir 
cians  to  suppose  that  successful  measures  can  bc 
founded  on  false  information. 

« 

Still  more  the  following : — 

Sir  John  Moore  had  now  resolved  to  threaten 
the  communications  between  France  and  Madrid; 
and,  if  a  favourable  opportunity  offered,  to  attack 
the  duke  of  Dalmatia's  corps,  or  any  of  the  cover- 
ing divisions  that  should  present  themselves.  H^ 
foresaw  that  this  would  necessarily  draw  lipon  him 
a  large  French  force,  and  of  course  would  prove  an 
important  diversion  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
would,  by  this  means,  have  the  opportunity  of  col- 
lecting  in  the  south,  and  ^restoring  their  affairs.—* 
The  army  was  now  near  the  French  position.  The 
cavalry,  under  lord  Paget,  were  pushed  so  forward 

4 

that  their  patroles  reached  as  far  as  Valladolid,  and 
had  frequent  successful  skirmishes  with  the  enemy. 
Colonel  Otway  met  a  detachment  of  French  cavalry, 

^  .^>    ColoikjlOtway's 

charged  them,  and  made  the  whole  prisoners.  affair  with  the 

On  the  1 8th  of  December  sir  John  Moore's  head- 
quarters  were  yet  only  at  Castro  Nuevo,  sir  David 
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BOOK  III  Baird's  only  at  Benavehte,  oh  tttt  foad  to  jolii 

CHJIP*  Till*  y  *  V ^ 

him. 

Sir  Johtt)  it  is  added,  wbs  veiy  denirous  of  obtain- 
ing  the  cd-opefation  of  the  tnar^iiis  of  Rottaana, 
who  unluckily  was  begiti&iug  to  fetire  on  Galicia. 
Thi^  proceeded  from  the  Spanish  and  English  cml^ 
manders  being  independent,  instead  of  the  one  btihg 
subordinate  to  the  other. 

This  assertion,  without  attftiiipt  at  pfoof,  is  CW* 
tainly  astonishing ;  atid  as  to  the  coMmattd-dn-tbief 
It  was  refused  by  sir  John  Moore. 

Ctuira  Ku^ooj  Dec.  18,  ISOS.   ' 

Sir, 
Sir  John  Moofre  J  had  the  honour  to  i^ceive,  at  To»,  Oil 

to  the  marquis 

ofRomana.       thc  l6th  inst.  yoUr  cxceHency's  letter  of  the  14thj 

delivered  to  me  by  yoiii^  aid-de-cattlp,  Mr.  O'Niell; 
I  have  deferred  to  answer  it  ttntll  I  approached! 
ilearfer  to  you,  and  until  I  knew  what  lAeasitres  yott 
might  propose  to  pursue,  in  conseqlience  of  the  ii!* 
formation  I  had  directed  sir  David  Baird  to  cofn- 
ftiunicate  to  you.  Upon  a  knowledge  that  marshal 
Soult  had  a  corps  so  neat*  as  Saldana  and  Sahagutt^ 
which  would  soon  be  joined  by  another  comifl|f 
from  France,  under  general  Junot,  I  judged  it  ex- 
.  pedient  to  make  my  junction  with  sir  David  Baird 
in  this  neighbourhood,  as  speediest  done,  rather 
than  at  Yalladolid,  I  therefore  marched  from  Alatf- 
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jos,  on  Toro,  and  yesterday  came  here ;  where  I  oc*  ^?^^.^,^J^ 
cupy  rather  an  extended  cantonment  My  inten-  ^^^J^JJ^ 
tion  was  to  march  towards  Saldan^  and  Sahagun,  ^.  i>«»"ber. 

^^       Sir  John  Mooi» 

as  soon  as  sir  David  Baird's  corps  was  come  forward,  ^^!^^v^ 
which  I  thought  would  either  lead  to  an  action  with 
the  corps  under  marshal  Soult,  or  induce  him  to 
retire :  in  either  case  I  expected  to  disembarrass 
you  from  a  troublesome  neighbour.  In  this  ope- 
ration I  of  course  expected  the  co-operation  of  ^uch 

part  of  your  corps,  if  not  the  whole,  a»was  fit  tQ 

» 

move* 

I  received,  upon  my  arrival  here  yesterday  after-^ 
noon,  a  letter  from  sir  David  Baird,  inclosing  one 
which  he  had  just  received  from  you,  dated  the  l6tb, 
In  which  you  mention  your  intention  immediately 
to  retreat,  by  Astorga  and  Villafranca,  into  the  Ga* 
licias*  I  beg  to  know  whether  this  be  still  your 
excellency's  determination,  as  it  is  one  which  must 
materially  affect  my  movements.  I  own  that  I 
expected  that  your  excellency  would  have  left  the 
load  through  the  Galicias  to  Corunna  open  for  the 
British  army,  as  it  is  that  by  which  we  must  receive 
our  supplies,  and  by  which,  if  obliged,  we  can  alone 
retreat.  I  expected  that  your  excellency,  with  the 
Spanish  troops,  would  have  entered  the  Asturias^ 
and  have  thus  protected  the  left  flank  of  the  com^ 
munication  on  Corunna.    I  was  the  more  induced 

vox.  III.  T 
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BOOK  m.   ^Q  think  that  this  would  have  been  your  mode  of 

CHAP.   ▼III.  ^ 

^^-^l^j^*^^  acting,  as  it  is  stated  in  a  paper  given,  I  bcliev^ 

December.     \yy  yQ^^  exccllcncy  to  the  BHtish  government; 

to  the  marquis    and  bv  which  thcv  virerc  induced  to  prefer  the  dis- 

Roraana.  ^     -,     •  >i  it 

emb^kation  of  their  troops  at  Corunna,  and  the 
assembly  of  the  British  army  in  Leon. 

.As  it  was  my  wish,  on  coming  here,  to  combiDe 
my  movements  with  those  of  the  Spanish  army 
under  your  command,  I  hope  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  communicate  to  me  your  intentions. 
You  know  the  successes  the  French  have  met 
with,  you  know  the  forces  they  have  in  Spain, 
and  you  should  be  able  to  judge  better  than  I  can, 
what  chance  there  is,  after  the  recent  defeats,  of 
an  army  being  assembled  in  the  soutli  of  Spain 
able  to  resist  or  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
French,  sufficiently  to  oblige  them  to  withhold 
any  considerable  portion  of  their  army  from  being 
sent  against  us.  I  have  no  accounts  from  Sarsr 
gossa ;  but  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  can- 
not hold  out  long  against  a  regular  attack. 

I  had  forgot  to  mention  to  you,  that  a  member 
of  the  supreme  junta  waited  upon  me  at  Toro,  to 
request,  in  the  name  of  the  junta,  that  I  -  should 
act  in  concert  with  your  army.  The  junta  were 
at  Truxilk) ;  but  have  retired  to  St.  Mary's,^  new 
to  Cadiz. 
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nil  «hall  wait  aUxibusly  for  your  excellency's  an*  ^ohHH^yui^ 
swer,  and  have  the  liouour  to  oe,      . 
!  .   1  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  &c. 

John  Moojie. 
For  the  present  no  better  details  can  possibly  be 
•btained  than  the  following;. 


Thegeneral  continued  his  march  on  Villapando 
and  Valdros.  .  On  the  20th  December  he  reached 
Majorca;  and  here  he  was  joined  by  sir  David 
Bairdi  with  the  guards  and  general  Manningham's 
;br^;ade^ 

The  British  army  were  now  united;  and,  inde* 
pendent  of  some  small  detachments  left  to  keep  up 
'the  communications,  it  amounted  to  S3,000  in- 
^fkntiy,  and  SOOO  two  or  three  hundred  cavalry. 
The  head-quarters  were  at  Majorga,  but  the  ca- 
Talry  and  horse-artillery  were  advanced  to  Monas- 
tero  Melgar  Abaxo,  within  three  leagues  of  Sa- 
hagum,  where  it  was  understood  that  near  700  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  were  posted. 

The  weather  was  extremely  cold,  and.  the  ground  ttnd  Paget'.. 

attack  oo  the 

covered  with  deep  snow ;   yet  lord  Paget  endea-  ««»/• 
voured  to  cut  off  this  detachment.     His  lordship 
marched  at  tn^o  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  sent 
generalSlade,  with  the  10th  hussars,  along  the  Cea, 
to  enter  the  town^  while  he  proceeded  tow;ards  it 

t2 
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a 

^?^^vnl'  in  anotlier  directioii,  with  thie  15th  dragdons  ant 

^^^^v^^  horse-artillery. 

His  lordship  approached  the  town  at  dawn,  and 
surprised  a  piquet ;  but  two  or  three  men  escaped, 
and  gave  the  alarm.     He  pushed  forward,  and  dis- 
covered the  enemy  formed  up;  not  far  from  the 
town.    The  two  corps  manoeuvred  A>r  some  time^ 
each  endeavouring  to  gain  the  flank  of  its  opponent 
At  first,   the  ground  was  unfavourable  to  -  lord 
Paget,  whose  party  was  in  a  hollow.     But^  by  sor 
perior  skill,  his  lordship  surmounted  this  diflfoulty ; 
passed  the  hollow,  completely  out-manceuvred  the 
enemy,  and  charged  them  rapidly  and  suooessfiiHy ; 
for,  the  French  having  wheeled  into  line,  halted  to 
receive  the  shock,  to  which  they  were  uneqoal ;  and 
were  thus  broken  and  routed  in  a  momeitt^  and 
dispersed  in  every  direction.    Many  of  the  Fiendi 
were  killed :   and  tlie  prisoners  amounted  to  157, 
including  two  lieutenant-colonels.    The  loss  of  the 
British  was  trifling.    The  1 5th  regiment  of  hussan^ 
about  400  strong,  encountered,  in  this  action,  near 
700  French,  and  surpassed  th)?m  i)oth  m  skill  and 
intrepidity. 

« 

These  little  affairs  were  sufficient  to  have  in- 
spired the  highest  hopes  in  the  British  general  and 
his  army,  and,  on  the  contrary^  to  damp  those  of 
the  enemy,  in  a  manner,  the  most  &vouiable  to  the 
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cause  of  Spain.  The  troops  who  could  thus  in 
slight  skirniislies  in  the  first  moment  of  being  op« 
posed'  to  him  evince  so  decided  a  superiority,  when 
regularly  brought  into  action,  would  necessarily 
promise  the  most  certain  victory,  over  an  enemy  of 
any  ordinary  equality  of  numbers.  Buonaparte 
would  soon  discover  the  changed  character  of  his 
combatants  ;  and  nothing  but  a  want  of  exjergy  in 
the  general  in  following  up  these  little  spirited 
afiairs,  and  thus  rousing  the  embers  of  patriotic 
courage  in  the  Spanish  people,  could  give  nim 
any  hopes  of  successfully  prosecuting  the  war. 


BOOKHL 

CHilP.  Till. 


1808. 
December. 


On  the  21st  of  December,  sir  John  Moore  had 
his  head*quarters  at  Sahagun,  and  halted  there  a 
^ay  to  refresh  the  troops,  who  had  suffered  from 
forced  marches  in  bad  weather,  and  the  badness  of 

•  ■ 

roads,  bprne,  however,  pretty  generally  with  an 
alacrity,  that  promised  the  most  agreeable  and  im* 
portant  results. 
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CHAP-  IX. 


CRITICAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  tHE  BRITISH  ABUT. 


Letters  descriptive  of  the  Circumstances  tf  the 
British  and  Spanish  Armies^  from  Sir  John 
Moore  to  Lord  Castlereagh^  and  between  the 
Marquis  Romana  and  Sir  John  Moore;  the  Duke 
of  In/anfada  and  Mr.  Frere. — Determinations 
of  the  British  and  Spanish  Generals  to  Attack 
the  Enemy  under  Soulty  Duke  of  Datmatia. — 
Accounts  and  Suppositions  of  the  Advance  of  the 
Enemy. — Plans  of  the  Enemy,  and  of  the  British 
General. — Final  Determination  of  Sir  John 
Moore  to  retreat. 


BOOK  111. 

CHAP.  IX. 

1808. 
December. 

Obserrations. 


THE  circumstances,  detailed  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  will  already  have  shewn  that  the  situation 
of  the  British  army,  and  its  general,  was  becoming 
hourly  more  embarrassing,  and  rapidly  approaching^ 
towards  a  state  of  the  most  critical  nature. 


ObMmUions. 
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The  indecisive  delitieratiom,  which  had  taken   book  in. 

...  CHAF.  IX. 

place  at  Salamanca^  appear  to  liave  been  inspirited  ^^^^^"-^^ 
by  tlie  commuuications  which  had  increased  with  Deccmi^. 
the  marquis  Romaiia ;  and  the  hopeless  spirit  of  sir 
John  Moore,  to  have  been  spurred  into  somewhat 
better  views.  Still,  however,  he  turns  into  the  old 
strain,  and  looks  at  the  irregular  force  of  the  allies  as 
a  point  upon  which  every  object  is  to  depend,  instead 
of  proceeding  to  inspirit  that  force,  and  to  elicit 
the  spirit  of  the  people  by  a  decisive  movement  in 
their  favour. 

*  The  first  of  these  observations,  is  evident  in  the 
communication  to  the  British  ministry  at  this  time; 
the  latter,  in  one  of  the  marquis  Romana,  who, 
notwithstanding  the  wretched  state  of  his  army, 
could  not  contemplate  retreat,  and  forcibly  desired 
to  do  something. 

Sir  John  thus  gives  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
movements  immediately  preceeding,  and  in  his  usu^l 
colloquial  manner ;— probably  adopted  by  way 
of  giving  apparent  ease  to  his -communications,  but 
certainly  not  successful  in  regard  to  elegance. 


TorOyDec.  16,  1808* 

My  lord, 

I  had  the  hoiiour  to  receive  your  lord-  sir  John  Moore 
ship's  letter  of  the  Sd  Dec.  with  enclosures,  for-  l^u. 
warded  to  me  by  a  king's  messenger,  who  reached 
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CHAP.  IZ.  "  '  J^^ 

S^'J^^^  quarters  of  the  aimy,  after  its  first  march  from  Sa- 
j)9eember.     lamanca.     I  was  to  have  proceeded  on  the  15  th  to 

Sir  JFohn  Moore 

to  lord  Castle-    Valladolid  which  place  1  should  have  reached  the 

feagh. 

next  day,  when  I  received  the  letter  of.  which  I 
send  your  lordship  a  copy.  It  is  from  Beithier, 
prince  of  Neufchatel,  to  marshal  Soult,  duke  of 
Dalmatia.  The  officer  who  was  charged  with  it 
was  murdered  by  some  peasants,  near  Valde8tillo% 
between  Segovia  and  Valladolid,  who.  brought  the 
letter  to  our  advanced  posts,  to  brigadier-genenl 
Stewart.  I  was  determined  by  the  information  it 
contained  to  prefer  the  speedy  union  of  the  army 
to  every  other  object,  and  therefore,  instead  of  Val- 
ladolid, I  marched  to  this  place.  I  had  already  di^ 
rected  sir  David  Baird  to  push  on  his  corps  by  bri- 
gades to  Benavente.  The  first  arrived  there  yes- 
terday, and  the  brigade  of  guards  will  reach  it  thii 
day.  I  shall  march  from  this  to-morrow  to  some 
villages  within  two  or  three  leagues  of  Benavente. 
I  shall  there  be  so  close  as  to  be  able  to  protect  sir 
David's  junction,  and  make  it  perfectly  €ecui^*  It 
will  be  the  20th  before  all  his  corps  are  up.  If  then 
marshal  Soult  is  so  good  as  to  approach  us,  we 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  him;  but  if  not,  we  shall 
march  towards  him.  It  will  be  very  agreeable  to. 
give  a  wipe  to  such- a  corps;  although,  with  respect 
io  the  cause  generally,  it  will  prpbably  have  n* 
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effect,  Spain  being  in  the  state  described  in  Ber-  *f.^^,^ 

thier's  letter.     She  has  made  no  efforts  for  herself ; 

our's  come  too  late,  and  cannot  at  any  rate  be  suf-  «,  , ,  „ 

'  *^  Sir  John  Mooi# 

ficient.  The  French  seem  to  have  been  ill  informed  i«  ^  c««to» 
of  our  movements ;  they  are,  however,  soon  ac- 
quainted with  them,  as  our  advanced  posts  have 
met ;  and  general  Charles  Stuart,  with  a  detach* 
ment  of  the  1 8th  dragoons,  on  the  night  of  the  12th, 
surprised  a  detachment  c£  their  cavalry  and  infantry 
in  the  village  of  Rueda,  killed  and  took  prisoners 
the  greatest  part  of  them.  The  affair  was  trifling, 
but  was  managed  by  the  brigadier-general  with 
much  address,  and  was  executed  with  spirit  by  the 
officers  and  men.  It  was  a  detachment  from  Val* 
ladolid,  where  general  Franceschi  commanded,  with 
three  or  fbur  hundred  cavalry.  He  had  no  know- 
ledge of  our  being  so  near,  and  would  not  believe 
one  of  the  men,  who  escaped  from  the  village  in 
the  dark,  and  carried  to  him  the  report  of  the  sur-* 
prise  and  defeat  of  the  detachment.  Whether,  when 
Buonaparte  hears  that  we  have  not  retired  to  Lis- 
bon, he  will  give  to  the  corps  on  their  march  to 
Badajos  a  different  direction,  I  cannot  say;  but, 
whilst  I  march  towards  Soult,  I  must  take  care  not 
too  much  to  uncover  Astorga,  and  the  passes  into 
Galicia ;.  from  whence  in  future  I  must  draw  all 
my  stores,  and  through  which  ultimately,  if  pressed, 
I  alone  can  retreat.    Should,  therefore,  on  my  ap« 


*• 
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BOOK  in.   proach,  Soult  retire  towards  Burgos  to  join  Junot, 
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who  is  on  his  march  to  that  place  with  the  Sth 
]>eeeiDber.     coFps^  I  shall  of  couFsc  bc  forced  to  desist^  and  to 
toioidCaiUe-    return  to  this  neighbourhood.      In  short,   unless 

some  great  efforts,  of  which  there  is  now  but  little 
probability,  are  made  by  the  Spaniards,  it  is  evident 
how  the  business  must  terminate.  For,  even  if  I 
beat  Soult,  unless  the  victory  has  the  effect  to  rouse 
the  Spaniards  and  to  give  their  leaders  ability,  it 
will  be  attended  with  no  other  advantage  than  the 
character  it  will  attach  to  the  British  arms.  I  havt 
apprised  sir  John  Craddock  of  Buonaparte*s  march 
to  Badajos ;  which  has  since  been  confirmed  to  me 
by  a  man  who  left  Talavera  after  his  advanced 
guard  bad  entered  it.  I  have  told  him  that,  in  case 
of  retreat,  mine  will  be  through  Galicia ;  and  I  have 
begged  him,  after  selecting  the  quantity  of  tonnage 
necessary  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  in  For* 
tugal,  to  send  the  rest  to  Vigo  to  wait  my  orders. 
The  lieutenant-general  will  communicate  to  your 
lordship  the  quantity  of  tonnage  he  sends  to  Vigo^ 
tehen  you  will  be  able  to  judge  the  quantity  neccft^ 
sary  to  be  sent  there  from  England,  should  the  re- 
embarkation  of  this  army  become  necessary.  Your 
lordship  must  see  the  probability  of  such  an  event; 
and  will,  I  fancy,  think  it  right  to  have  the  meani 
upon  the  spot  Should  this  army  retire  into  Galir 
cia,  and  remain  in  it  any  time,  I  understandi  from 
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sir  Dayj4  Baird,  that.w^  ahall  want  flour,  which  I  $  ^j!^?  f^^ 

CHAP*  IX« 

should  hope  .}«ou  wilt. sand  from  Englaiuli     With! ^^*^|^7^^ 
respecti^tothe  .propriflttr  of  pending  reiajforoements,     ^**^- 

sir  Jolm  Moott 

I^imist  Ie9v0iyourJ0¥dihiptodetennine«.  If,  at  this  to  lord  c«ftift- 

Tkomenty^  I  Imd  seven  or  weight  thousand  cavalry,  I 

should  certainly  do  much.    If  we  retire  into  the 

Gsiticias^  jthey  would  be  an  incumbrancf.    And  lo^ 

enable  u$  tb  keep  ourgmund  in  Spaiil,>  the  reinforce- > 

ments  of  both  icavialryi  in&ntty,  and  artillery,  must 

be  considerable  indeed.     I  shall  endeavour  to  give 

your  lordship  from  time  to  time  every  information, 

and  must  then  leave  you  to  form  your  determina- 

tion.     It  is  a  subject  upon  which  you  can  form  ks 

good  a  judgment  as  the  best  military  man^:    I  shall 

ever  be  of  opinion  that,  unless  Spain  herself  makes 

greater  efforts,  and  displays  more  ardour  and  energy 

in  her  own  cause,  the  efforts  of  England  can  be  of 

no  avail,         :  . 

I  have  the  hoobu^  to  be,  &a' 
'  i  John  Mooril 

P.S*  I  received  a  ^letter  on  the  15th.  from  thei 
marquiaofRomana,  in.  which  he  mys  he  will  send, 
an  officer  to  me,  as  he  cloes  not  choose  to  trust  to. 
paper,  by  a  messenger,  the  subject  he  has  to  com- 
municate :  this  officer  has:  not:  yet  come^  The  mar- 
quia  is  still  at  Leon,  he  says,^  with  20,dOO  men;  S000« 
of  whom  have  no  arms]  but,  from  sir  David  fiairdV 
account,  they  are  ia  no  state  to  be  imch,  depended 


■  it.    . 
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^^-^^v^^  The  fugitives  from  that  and  other  armies  ^ir  spread 
December,     ovcr  the  whole  countiy.     They  have '  in  general 

to  lord  Cutie-    their  arms,  and  will  be  troublesoftie  stilneots  to  the- 

French;  and  we  may  expect  to  hear  of  botitinml 
insurrections  in  different  piarts  of  Spain,  of  miisa« 
ores,  &c.  But  there  must  be  a  great  change  in  the* 
conduct  and  character  of  this  country  before  the 
people  are  brought  to  assemble  in  armiefll^  and  to> 
&ct  upon  system. 

J.  M. 

The  letter  of  the  marquis  Romana  is  an  answer 
to  one  already  given. 

Leon,  Decemiet  I9i  IWS. 

Sir, 
Tiie  marquis  I  hastcu  to  reply  to  your  exceUency's 

^rj«iiQ  Moore,  letter  of  yesterday,  dated  from  Castronuero,  to  ex- 
plain to  you,  that,  although  I  thought  of  making  a 
retreat,  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  the  inforaii^- 
tion  which  I  received  from  sir  David  Baird ;  and 
that  otherwise  it  was  far  from  my  intention.  I  have 
placed  my  advanced  posts  so  as  to  be  able  to  retreat 
in  good  order ;  and  if  marshal  Souk's  corps  should 
not  receive  more  considerable  reinforcements,  I  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  my  position,  which  is  but 
temporary,  and  solely  to  reK>rganise  the  aimy.    I 
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should  wish  to  co-operate  with  your  excellency  lA   ^^^f}^: 
the  movement  you  are  about  to  make  upon  Sah^-^  ^^^^"^o^^ 


jmn ;  and  I  shall  only  wait  to  learn  when  your  ex-    i>«cea^^- 

®  -^  .   •'  the  marqudi  of 

oelleixry"  proposes  puttiTig  it  into  execution,  to  be*  Ronuma  ^ 
gin  my  march*    I  shall  order  a  body  of  light  troops 
to  go  round  by  the  mountains  of  Leon  to  Guardo, 
whilst  the  principal  part  of  my  troops  will  march 
npon  Almanza,  and  from  thence,  coasting  the  rivet 
Cea,  I  shall  move  upon  Saldana,  where  marshal 
Soult*s  corpsiis  eiCpccted  to  be,  unless,  as  is  reported, 
he  sh6ukl  have  changed  his  position  within  these 
two  days.     The  accounts  lay,  that  he  left  only 
1500  men  at  Saldana,  and  that  he  has  filed  oiF  the 
rest  towards  Guardo,  drawing  nearer  to  the  moun- 
tains  of  Santander,  which  border  upon  Leon  and  the  . 
Asturias.    After  all,  there  is  no  great  reliance  to  be 
placed  upon  the  reports  of  the  peasants,  who  are 
not  very  accurate  in  their  observations,  and  are,  be- 
sides, confounded  by  the  continual  marches  and 
eountermarches  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  excellency 
that  the  bridge  and  entrance  of  Sahaguii  are  barri^ 
cadoect  with  carts.     ' 

If  your  excellency  has  fcH'n^ed  any  other  plan^ 
I  hope  I  shall  be  mad^  acquainted  with  them,  in 
the  pers^iasion  that  I  have  no  other  wish  than  to 
ac^tin  concert  with  your  excellency  in  every  thing, 
and  to  aUd  you,  to  my  utmost,  in  all  your  operatidn^. 
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eneral,  by  its  communicatioti,  from  ml  book  iil 
might  yet  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
V  them  by  some  forward  move- 


'^at  the  junta  did  not  know 

.ously  stated,  or  knowing 

)^    ^^  .te  it ;  if  the  latter,  it  was  but 

*ice  of  the  secret  policy  for  which  it 
^  censured  by  Mr.  Frere  before ;  yet  it  is 
.e  probable  that  the  junta  did  not  know  it,  from 
the  want  of  information  in  Mr.  Frere,  whose  vi- 
gilance was  now  particularly  excited  ;  and  whom  it 
is  certainly  not  so  easy  to  charge  with  treason 
to  the  cause  of  the  allies,  as  it  was  in  effect  done 
by  the  British  general 

Mr.  Moore,  in  the  Narrative  of  his  brother's 
campaign,  has  given,  among  the  many  useful  do- 
cuments thus  furnished,  a  letter  of  the  duke  del 
Infkntado,  which,  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
having,  with  one  of  Mr.  Frere's  accompanying  it, 
miscarried,  and  passed  to  England,  he  involves  in 
considerable  mystery,  and  opposes,  with  high  hopes, 
to  every  other  communication. 

"  Had  sir  John  Moore  (says  he,  exultingly) 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  so  candid  a  corres- 
pondent as  the  duke  of  Infantado,  a  person  who 
would  describe  things  as  they  were,  there  Is  no 
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^cf^^.xx!'  ItWnkthat,  for  the  present,  there  shouM  be  m 
'^■^^^  thoughts  of  a  retreat;  but  that  we  shnuld  feel  the 
^'*<*"'«'-     pulse  of  the  enemy,  and  oblige  them  taretire  fiom 

The  iDArqau  of      - 

RooiaiB  to  the  capital.  If  your  excellency  thinks  it  advisaUe^ 
we  might  have  an  interview  at  Benavente;-  and  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  easier  then  to  concert  ^  a  plui 
of  operations. 

I  have  this  evening  receired  letters  from,  the 
junta,  dated  from  Merida,  in.Estremadura,  on  the 
13thi  in  which  they  announce  to  m^,  diat  die 
people  at  Madrid  still  holdout,  that  tbe^fhmdi 
have  been  repulsed  and  beaten  on  their  .way  .to 
Saragossa,  and  that  afiairs  are  going  on  well  a. 
Catalonia.  > 

I  beg  your  excellency  to  receive  the  bomagc^ 
8cc.Swi.8cc 

Mabquis  or  Hoiulha. 

The  information  of  the  junta,  meoticmed  in  tins 
letter,  is  certainly  most  unaccountable  in  any  other 
way  than  that,  at  the  distance  to  which  its  mem- 
bers had  been  driven,  correct  intelligence  was  d^ 
ficult  to  be  obtained  from  the  capital,  and  tfacy 
were  desirous  to  think  the  best.  •. 

Nor  is  it  indeed  impossible  that  if  tbey  heud  dF 
the  capture  of  Madrid,  accompuued  by.al^  Jfte; 
circumstances,  they  might  (with  whatever  judg- 
ment) be  loath  to  dispirit  their  armiiw^^^ 
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the  British  general,  by  its  communication,  from  ui  '■ 
advance  which  might  yet  anest  the  progress  of  the  ^ 
French,  or  occupy  them  by  some  forward  move- 
ment. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  junta  did  not  know 
the  fact  here  so  erroneously  stated,  or  knowing 
wish  to  communicate  it ;  if  the  tatter,  it  was  but 
another  instance  of  the  secret  policy  for  which  it 
had  been  censored  by  Mr.  Frere  before ;  yet  it  is 
more  probable  that  the  junta  did  not  know  it,  from 
the  want  of  information  in  Mr.  Frere,  whose  vi- 
gilance was  now  particularly  excited ;  and  whom  it 
is  certainly  not  so  easy  to  charge  with  treason 
to  the  cause  of  the  allies,  as  it  was  in  effect  done 
by  the  British  general 

Mr.  Moore,  in  the  Narrative  of  his  brother's 
cam^gn,  has  given,  .among  the  many  useful  do- 
cuments thus  furnished,  a  letter  of  the  duke  del 
Infentado,  which,  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
having,  with  one  of  Mr.  Frere's  accompanying  it, 
miscarried,  and  passed  to  England,  he  involves  in 
considerable  mystery,  and  opposes,  with  high  hopes, 
to  every  other  communication. 

"  Had  sir  John  Moore  (says  he,  exultingly) 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  Gad  so  candid  a  corres- 
pondent as  the  duke  of  Infantado,  a  peraon  who 
'irould  dcKiibe  things  as  they  were,  there  is  no 
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BOOK  iiL   doubt  that  the  events  and  conclusion  of  the  tiatm-* 

OBAP.  IX. 

v^-\-^*^  paign  would  have  been  very  different." 
December.         But  ou  a  Simple  ihspectiou  of  the  letter  of  dmt 

infiuitadl  to  sir  highly-respectablc,  as  well  as  exalted,  character^ 

it  will  be  found,  that  instead  of  a  deteclioii  of 
folly,  deceit,  &c.  so  far  from  contrasting  ^icts  in 
any  view  in  a  more  explicit  manner,  or  contradicting 
other  testimonies,  it  tells  no  more  than  lias  been 
told  before,  and  confirms  every  matter  to  which  it 
relates,  respecting  which  other  communicatiQni 
have  been  given !  It  describes  the  miserable  state 
of  the  Sp2(nish  army,  urges  the  especial  necessity 
of  acting  in  concert  with  the  English ;'  and,  what 
is  more  important,  as  a  proo/  that  the  junta  could 
not  maintain  the  communication  necessary  to  ofa^ 
tain  correct  intelligence  of  the  French  and  ibt 
capital,  states  his  own  total  ignorance  of  the  place 
where  the  junta  has  established  itself. 

To  this  letter  that  of  Mr.  Frere  certainly  shoftU 
have  been  added,  its  want,  however,  is  not  now 
to  be  supplied. 

Ounoh  Dee.  ISd^  ISfll; 

Su:, 
The  dakc'dei  J  think  it  my  duty  to  announce  to  voil 

Infaotadtour  .  ^     ^^ 

John  Moore.     ^  Qm>  yery  good  and  faithful  ally,  tha^.  haviiig 

been  sent  to  this  army  of  tlie  centra  to  endeavoiff 
to  hasten  its  arrival  to  the  capital,  in  ord^j  if  pot* 
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Mble,  to  save  it ;  but  not  having  bten  aWe  to  sue-   ^^hSp^i]?* 
ceed  in  my  design^  and  preparing  in  consequence 
to  join  the  supreme  junta,  I  have  found  mj^self 

FioB  the  dake 

obliged  by  the'  generals,  and  forced  by  drcum-  dd  tatetadb 
Stances,  to  take  the  command  of  the  army,  till  I 
receive  the  decision  of  the  junta.  It  was  unfoa*- 
tunately  the  spirit  of  insurrection  and  difconteat 
among  the  soldiery  which  placed  me  at  the  post 
I  now  occupy ;  and  it  is  certainly  a  very  disagree- 
able situation,  to  have  to  correct  inveterate  evil% 
and  to  set  out  with  the  measures  necessary  to  re- 
establish that  order  and  discipline  which  have  been 
totally  neglected. 

I  cannot  describe  to  you  the  state  in  which  I 
found  this  body  of  famished  troops, — without  shot$^ 
most  of  them  without  uniforms,  wanting  ammu- 
nition^ having  lost  the  greatest  part  of  their,  bs^ 
gage,  reduced  to  about  nine  thousand  infantry  and 
two  of  cavalry,  and,  to  crown  all,  having  totally 
lost  all  confidence  in  their  commanders.  From 
these  circumstances  I  thought  it  right  to  follow 
the  plan  adopted  by  my  predecessor,  of  coming  to 
this  mountainous  country  for  a  few  days,  in  order 
to  re*organise  a  little  the  troops;  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  some  stragglers  and  recruits  to  join 
fhe^  to  give  shoes  and  repose  to  the  men  and 
horses,  and  then  to  set  forward  upon  some  new 
operations.     But  it  is  very  important  for  their  suc^ 

VOL.  III.  z 
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BOOK  la.    ^^»   f/^^f  f^^^^  should  be  in  concert  with  those  of 

ABA*.    W.  '  a^ 

the  other  armies j  especially  of  the  English  ;  and  it 
would  be>  consequently,  indispensably  necestaiy, 
disiinfkntBdo  that  we  should  be  made  acquainted  with  each 
Mr.V^  ^^^  other's  plans.     Colonel  Whittingham  is  ill  at  thk 

moment ;  I  therefore  wish  that  his  excellency  Gene* 
ral  Moore,  the  commander-in-chief,  would  send  me 
an  experienced  and  confidential  officer,  who  can 
give  me  an  account  of  the  plan  ;ulopted  by  the  ge» 
neral  for  this  campaign,  and  inform  him  of  if\ut 
we  shall  have  agreed  upon  together,  relative  to 
the  part  which  this  division  of  the  army  can  take 
in  its  execution.  I  shall  be  delighted  if  the  choioe. 
should  fall  upon  colonel  Graham,  whom  I  hid  the 
honour  of  knowing  at  Mr.  Stuarf  s. 

I  know  not,  sir,  when  this  letter  will  teach  you, 
for  I  am  still  ignorant  where  the  junta  has  stopped, 
or  established  itself;  and  I  believe  that  you  are 
with  it  My  letter  will  not  be  less  the  testimony 
of  my  sincerest  affection  than  of  the  high  consi- 
deration with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be*  &c. 

The  Duke  del  Infantado. 

During  the  halt  at  Sahagun,  the  following  com- 
munication arrived  from  the  British  minister^  who 
seemed  to  hail  anew  course  in  their  present  open^ 
tions,  alas  !  of  too  short  duration. 


\ 
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/  Micrida,  Dec.  H,  1808.  obap.  iz. 

{Received  Dec.  22,  1 808.]  iboI 

Sir  Bwrt*et. 

»  Mr.Frciret»4r 

I  was  last  night  honoured  by  your  letter  J^*»  m«««- 
of  the  10th,  and  was  sincerely  gratified  at  learning 
thaty  with  hopes  infinitely  less  sanguine  than  I 
confess  myself  to  entertain  of  the  final  success  of 
the  Spanish  cause,  you  had  determined  to  make  an 
effort  in  its  fkvour.  A  resolution  taken  with  such 
views  must  have  been,  in  a  great  measure,  founded 
upon  feelings  similar  to  those  whicih  you  will  have 
seen  veiy  strongly  expressed  in  a  letter,  of  which 
Mr.  Stuart  was  the  bearer ;  and  of  which.  I  wish  to 
say  nothing  more,  than  that  1  feel  highly  gratified 
in  the  idea  of  your  having  partaken  them  with 
me ;  and  that,  without  communication  between 
us,  the  same  sentiments  which  at  that  very  mo- 
ment were  influencing  your  conduct  were  guiding 
my  pen. 

Your  letter  happened  to  be  delivered  to  me 
while  I  was  with  the  junta;  and,  after  communi- 
cating such  parts  of  its  contents  as  were  most  im- 
portant and  gratifying  to  them,  with  the  reserve 
which  you  pointed  out,  i  mentioned  Mr.  Pigna- 
telli's  conduct,  and  was  told  that  it  bad  been  al- 
ready determined  to  remove  him  from  his  com- 
mand, and  that  he  should  be  sent  before  a  court- 
martial  for  his  conduct  at  Valladolid ;    that  the 

z2 
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BOOK  iiL  jame  resolution  had  been  taken  with  respect  to  an 

^'•^Jg'""^  engineer  officer,  of  high  rank,  whom  his  brother 

Decento.     officers  had  denounced  to  the  marquis  of  Romanai 

Mr.  Frere  todv^  ■_,  i-i  £•  • 

John  Moore,     for  not  havmg  appeared  m  toe  moment  ot  action. 

That,  with  respect  to  Avila,  the  authorities  of  that 
town  should  be  displaced,  and  general  Romana  di- 
rected to  treat  them  in  the  manner  which  their 
conduct  has  deserv^.  You  know,  I  presume 
that  he  is  invested  with  the  authority  of  captain- 
general  of  Leon  and  Old  Castile,  Galicia,  and  As- 
.turias ;  and  I  can  congratulate  you  on  havii^  to 
do  with  a  man  whom,  upon  all  subjectjs  of  this 
sort,  you  will  find  of  a  perfectly  right  mind^  afMi 
determined  to  keep  every  man  to  the  perfonnance 
of  his  duty.* 

The  placing  the  towns  which  you  mention  ia  a 
state  of -defence,  suitable  to  the  means  of  attack 
which  the  enemy  might  at  present  be  able  to  di? 
rect  against  them,  would,  I  imagine,  fall  within* 
the  limits  of  bis  authority ;  but  I  sliall  state  the 
subject  to  the  junta,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  their 
approbation  of  any  measure  which  you  suggeUp 
The  one  of  giving  a  temporary  species  of  defence 
to  the  open  towns  has, '  I  think,  great  advantage 
in  a  country  like  this,  which  is  not  over-run  witl) 
luxury  and  timidity,  and  where  a  kind  of  prov^ir 

*  This  account  of  marquis  Romana^  every  way  coDfirmed  ik- 
it  has  been^  should  have  induced  some  respect  towards  biau 
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«    « 

cial  pride  exists,  not  only  in  every  province,  but  ^^a^^,^' 
almost  in  every  town  The  people  would  be  ^"^^^^^ 
amused  and  animated  not  only  against  the  enemy,     i>wmbef. 

xttiRi  FwfC  to  Hr 

but  in  rivalry  with  each  other ;  the  enemy  would  John  Mo©re, 
be  obliged  to  overcome,  at  the  price  of  his  blood, 
obstacles  which  had  been  opposed  to  him  by  mere 
labour;  and  a  thousand  barriers  would  be  inter- 
posed against  that  deluge  of  panic  which  some- 
times overwhelms  a  whole  nation,  and  of  which, 
at  one  time,  I  was  afraid  I  saw  the  beginning  in 
this  country. 

With  respect  to  what  you  mention  of  directing 
the  public  mind  by  proclamations,  and  other 
means  of  popular  impression,  marquis  Romana  is, 
Mrith  very  few  exceptions  hideed,  the  man  whom 
I  have  seen  most  capable  of  judging  rightly.  I 
send  inclosed  an  ordonnance  which  lias  been  pub- 
lished  in  Aragon,  and  which  has  not  yet  appealed 

_  • 

in  the  papers.  I  will  thank  you  to  forward  it  to 
marquis  Romana,  if  it  is  not  printed.  In  the 
mean  while,  you  wtll  be  glad  to  hear  that  it  is 
much  approved  of  by  the  junta ;  ^nd  that  they  fire 
well  persuaded  that  it  is  only  in  this  way  that 
things  can  be  done.  They  are  almost  all  of  them 
men  of  mild  tempers  and  good  humour,  such  as  it 
is  natural  to  expect  in  men  who  have  been  the  ob- 
ject of  a  popular  dioice ;  and  ^it  will  cost  them 
some  struggle  to  get  the  better  of  their  natural 
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BOOK  iiL  dispositions,  unless  (which  I  think  most  likdy) 

CBAPa     IX* 

^■J^^'^^     they  put  the  thing  out  of  their  own  hands^  by 
BecemiMr.     erecting  a  special  tribunal  for  military  oStncoB, 

» John  Moore.      The  extinction  of  the  popular  entbittiasm  in 

this  country y  and  the  means  which  exist  for  reviving 
ity  would  lead  to  a  very  long  discussion.  I  would 
only  say,  that,  if  I  am  at  all  right  in  my  judgmciit 
of  the  cause  of  the  evil,  it  is  already  removed  by 
the  act  of  the  junta ;  and  I  trust  tkat  its  effect 
will  not  long  survive. 

I  have  been  persuaded  to  write  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief in  Portugal,  to  reinforce  the  army 
under  your  command,  with  all  the  troops  he  can 
spare ;  and  have  already  transmitted  hone  a  re- 
presentation to  that  effect  The  Portuguese^  wk) 
have  been  offered  by  the  regency,  I  apprehend, 
you  would  hardly  wish  for ;  I  have  therefore  sug- 
gested their  being  seut  to  Badajos  or  Alcantara. 

No  official  report  has  yet  been  received  of  At 
capitulation  of  Madrid,  nor  is  it  by  any  means  oer- 
tain,  that  any  formal  stipulation  existed.  Notfaiog 
has  been  heard  from  Morla,  Castellar,  and  Castet* 
franco ;  nor  is  it  known  where  they  are.  An  order 
has  been  drawn  up,  and  is  to  be  published,  [m>- 
hibiting  all  persons  concerned  in  the  capitulation, 
or  holding  any  command  in  the  town  at  4hat  tiai^ 
from  approaching  the  residence  of  the  juntas 
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The  army  of  Aragon  had  repulsed  an  attack  oa   ^^J^f,^,™' 
the  2d.     Palafox^s  official  report  of  the  unfortunate  ^^^T^^J!^^ 
action  of  Tudela,  represents  it  as  an  exceedingly     D«»mW 
bloody  mie ;   and  that  the  French  confess  to  a  loss  m  John  Moort. 
of  4000  men.   All  the  reports  from  Madrid  represent 
the  force  of  the  French  as  much  reduccKl.    I  have 
heard  no  estimate  above  £6,000  men.     AU  these 
esthnates  are  vague;  but  officers  who  were  wit^ 
nesses  to  the  attack,  are  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
of  the  weakness  of  the  enemy,  by  what  they  ob- 
served of  his  appearance  and  mode  of  approaoh. 
The  Catalans  appear  tu  be  entirely  at  their  ease, 
foflowing  up  the  blockade  of  Barcelona.    When- 
ever it  falls,  it  will  set  loose  a  considerable  rein- 
forcement ;    Mr.  Jovellanos  made  out  to  me  a 
regular  detail  of  85,000,   besides  peasantry  and 
irregulars,  who  are  employed  there. 

The  iunta  are  on  their  way  to  Seville,  a  situation 
on  many  accounts  preferable,  in  my  opinion^  to 
any  other  they  could  have  chosen ;  unless  circum-  ^ 

stances  could  have  allowed  them  to  have  stopt  at 
Toledo.  I  shall  follow  them  from  hence  tOf 
morrow. 

This  province  is  raising  horses  and  men  with 
great  zeal,  and  sending  them  forward  to  defend  the 
passes  o£  the  Tagus;  particukrly  to  Almanza. 
The  junta  have  been  received  with  general  respect 
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1808. 
Sefseniba'. 


by  the  people,  and  with  great  deference  fay  the  in- 
ferior juntas. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &a 

J.  H/Frebx. 

Since  the  threadbare  topics  of  the  various  cen- 
sures on  Mr.  Frere,  would  no  longer  apply  to  tins 
letter,  which,  as  usual,  contains  an  intelligent,  pic- 
ture of  existing  circumstances ;  the  Mrarm  tenns  in 
which  his  ready  approbation  of«  and  attention  to 
any  proposition  of  the  British  general  tending  jbo^ 
inspirit  and  support  the  cause  in  which  they  were 
both  engaged,  were  expressed,  are  now  made  tte 
subject  of  literary  criticism  in  all  the  pomp  .of 
petty  review. — The  stern  dignity  of  political  .and 
military  history,  descends  to  ridicule,  the  stj^ai 
Frere,  in  a  beautiful  strain  of  irony,  by  Mr.  Moorel 

One   remark   of  the  Narrative,  as  occurs    in 
several  other  instances,  is  contradictory  to  the  othe& 
He  complains  that  the  exertions  for  defence, ,  of 
the  supreme  junta,  are  too  late  to  be .  effective;!' 
hut  forgets,  when  he  argues  the  effect  that  ought  ta* 
he  produced  by  the  advance  of  the  British  anny/ 
that  it  was  not  only  too  late,  and  evanescent :  but^ ' 
while  censuring  the  unnecessary  arguments  of  B|n»] 
Frere,  he  labours  to  prove  the  fallacy  of  statement 
which  the  minister,  while  he  gave  them,  deacribttl^ 
as  vague ! 
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In  the  same  spirit,  but  with  accumulated  mys-   ^J^^Jf,]^ 
tery,  is  regarded  the  following  letter  in  continuation^ 
in  which  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  any  thing  but  an 
anxious  desire  to  communicate  every  way  usefully 
with  the  British  general. 

La»  Sautoi,  Dec.  16,  1808. 

Sir,  ^ 

There  was  a  part  of  the  letter  with  which  ^  rif  JvS 
you  honoured  me  on  th6  10th,  to  which  I  hope  I 
shall  now  be  able  to  send  a  satisfactory  answer. 
The  subject  of  the  ships  in  Cadiz  had  not  escaped 
me;  but  I  thought  it  so  very  dangerous  to  suggest  to 
the  junta  any  idea  except  tha^t  of  living  and  dying 
on  Spanish  ground,  that  I  avoided  the  mention  of  any 
mbject  that  could  seem  to  imply  that  I  entertain 
any  other  prospects.    The  measure  of  confining 
the  French  prisoners  on  board  of  them,  seems  to 
ofier  an  opportunity   for  making  arrangements, 
which,  Mrithout  dampin|^  the  spirits  of  the  country, 
may  provide  a  resource  in  case  of  the  worst     This 
measure  has  been  taken  by  the  junta  of  Seville, 
whose  energy  was  so  conspicuous  in  the  course  of 
the  last  summer.    They  have,  as  I  judge  from  their 
proclamation,  deterpiined  to  assert  themselves  very 
vigorously ;  for  they  have  re-assumed  their  old  title, 
and  directed  the  commander  of  Cadiz  to  correspond 
with  them  directly,  as  they  do  not  know  what  is 

I 
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^^?^tl^   become  of  the  central  junta.    I  hope  I  shall  tuc- 

ceed  in  keeping  the  peace  between  them. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be^  ftc. 


1808. 

Mr.  Ficr€ 

HiHrJ.Moort.  J^  H.  FbBRB. 


This  letter,  says  the  Narrative,  should  be  read 
with  particular  attention,  as  the  hints  it  eontains 
are  very  extraordinary. 

One  turns  with  pleasure  from  these  subjects  td 
the  following  letcer : 

Sahagwt,  Dee.  22/  180S. 

Sir, 
Sir  J.  Moore  *p  J  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  exoel- 

hiUMna.       lency's  letter  of  the  iflth,  yeterday  morning  eariy, 

as  I  was  getting  u|>on  my  horse  to  march  with  die 
troops  to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  in  the  forenoon.^ 
Six  or  seven  hundred  French  cavalry  were  stationed 
at  this  place ;  a  part  of  my  cavalry  marched  the 
preceding  night,  attacked  and  defeated  them  at 
day- light  yeterday  morning,  killed  a  good  many, 
and  took  two  lieutenant-colonels,  eleven  ofiicerSi 
and  144  men,  prisoners. 

The  body  of  the  French  under,  marshal  Soult,  is 
still  at  Saldana.  I  shall  march  in  that  direction  to- 
morrow, and  shall  attack  them  the  moment  I  cm. 
If  your  excellency  can  make  any  movement  in 
£ivour  of  thu  attack,  or  take  advantage  of  mj 
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success  I  may  meet  withj  I  take  for  grttited  you  *JJf  Jf  ™- 
will  do  it.     But  time  to  me  »  the  most  precious  of  ^^^T"^ 
all   things :    and  I  canmt  delay  my  movement  g^^jTSSmit 
(Sidcomnia.)  itt&^ 

With  respect  to  the  infbnnatton  sent  to  you  by 
the  junt%  you  may  depend  upon  it,  it  is  erroseoua. 
Madrid  19  quiet;  Buonaparte's  proclamations  are 
dated  from  it;  and  nothhig  but  the  greatest  exertion 
on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  all  good  Spaniards,  wiU 
preserve  them  from  conquest 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

John  Moore. 

Sir  John  Moore  here  appears  in  the  character 
in  which  his  best  friends  and  strongest  advocates 
must  most  delight  to  view  him :  and  painful  as  were 
the  vaccinations  of  the  past,  the  severest  censM 
13  warmed  with  hope. 

Of  a  similar  complection  is  the  following,  at  the 
same  time  icceived.: 

Lean,  Dec.  21,  1S08» 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  on  the  ][|*^J^JJ^  ^ 
19th,  in  reply  to  the  letter  which  your  excellency  ^  ^-  ^^'^^ 
remitted  to   me  through  my  aid-de-camp,   Mr. 
(XNidl;  and,  not  having  had  any  accounts  ^ince,  J 
think  it  right  to  state,  that  I  am  desirous  to  co- 
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BOOK  III.  operate  in  the  attack,  which,  it  seems,  is  your 
^^^^^^^'^^  excellency's  intention  to  make  upon  Saldana,  that 

the  success  may  be  complete.  The  enemy,  when 
k  RoBtta  to^  ^hey  shall  have  assembled  all  the  forces  which  ihrf 
fir  johB  Mooie.  j^^^  scattered  about  at  all  points  in  the  suntmndhig 

parts,  will  have,  at  the  utmost,  according  tx>  die 
best  accounts  I  can  obtain,  from  about  eight  to  nme 
thousand  infantry,  and  a  thousand  cavftby,  with 
from  eight  to  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  It  woaM  be 
of  great  importance  to  surround  this  cwps,  and  fo 
destroy  it,  before  its  junction  with  any  other  whidi 
Napoleon  might  send  to  reinforce  it  If  your  ex- 
cellency determine  upon  this  enterprise,  I  will 
make  a  movement  with  from  nine  to  ten  thoonnd 
men,  of  those  which  are  best  clothed  and  armed^ 
all  the  rest  being  nearly  naked,  and  veiy  ill 
equipped. 

If  your  excellency  gives  me  a  speedy  reply,  I  will 
set  out  to-morrow ;  but  I  have  the  honour  to  ob- 
serve to  you,  that,  as  soon  as  the  blow  shall  have 
been  struck,  I  must  return  to  my  winter-quaiten^ 
for  want  of  clothing  and  equipments  for  my  tnops. 
However,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  talk  of  this  at 

our  interview,  as  well  as  to  concert  the  plan  diP 

•  ft 

operations  which  we  are  to  follow. 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  enemy  is  not  strooj^ 
and  that  all  the  disasters  we  have  witnessed  ;lM 
owing  to  the  want  of  union  in  the  opeiaticMis  ^ 
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> 

our  armies.    I  have  been  informed  by  an  officer  of  book^. 

V  CHAP*  tX, 

engineers,  whom  the  junta  of  Zamora  have  sent 
l;>ack  to  me  from  havine  some  slisht  suspicions  of 

®  or  The  marqdt  dt 

his  conduct,  that  the  army  of  Pal^fox  has  received  i«  Roiuum  to  v 

air  Joho  Moort. 

no  check,  as  the  enemy  give  out ;    but  that  he  has  ^ 

b^en  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  Saragossa,  on  ac- 
count of  Castanos's  army  having  quitted  Logrono, 
which  he  should  not  have  abandoned.  He  gives 
very  circumstantial  details  of  the  French  army  at 
Madrid,  of  the  emperor,  of  Junot's  division,  and,  in 
short,  of  particulars  which  I  think  it  very  necessary 
to  acquaint  your  excellenpy  with,  and  from  which 
it  appears  to  me  that  we  muft  indispensably  have 
an  interview. 

I  have  the  honour  to  renew  to  your  ^cellency, 
the  homage  of  my  sincere  and  respectful  attachment, 

The  Marquis  de  la  Romana. 

The  Narrator  himself  is  here  animated  by  the 
same  feelings  for  a  moment 

Complete  conceit,  he  allows,  wa$  thus  established 
between  the  British  and  one  Spanish  army.  The 
number  of  the  Spaniards  which  could  be  brought 
forward,  was  less  than  the  half  of  what  had  been 
originally  stated ;  and  the  assistance  that  could  be 
expected  from  these  troops  may  lie  judged  of  from 
the  report  of  colonel  Symes,  wh(>  continued  with 
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*?JIf  }l^'  '^^  marquis.  In  a  letter  from  him,  dated  Leon, 
December  2Sd,  he  says,  *  The  troops  here,  although 
they  cannot  be  relied  on  to  influence  materiaUy  the 
result  of  a  general  action,  yet  may  he  brought  into 
use  M  ausiliariesy  to  engage  the  attention  of  a 
part  of  the  enemy's  force ;  and,  in  the  event  of  the 
enemy  being  broken,  may  prove  an  active  instru- 
ment to  complete  his  destruction.  When  I  say 
this  much,  I  say  all  that  can  possibly  be  expected 
from  them,  under  the  present  appearance. 

The  animation  continues  in  the  following  orders ; 

^ikil^wi,  Dec.  m,  180S. 

Sir, 
the  marquis  de'  I  had  thc  houour  to  Write  to  you  yester* 

\k  Ronuuift*  1  1^1*  •▼  -I  'ii  • 

day ;  and  this  mornmg  I  received  your  excellency  s 
letter  of  the  31st  I  shall  march  this  night  to 
Carrien,  where,  I  have  reason  to  believe^  some  of 
the  enemy  are  collected.  To-morrow  I  shall  marc^ 
on  Saldana.  If  your  excellency  would  march  from 
Mansilla,  either  direct  on  Saldana»  or  paas  the  river 
a  little  alK)ve  it,  whilst  I  march  on  from  CarrioB, 
I  think  it  would  distract  the  attention  of  the 
enemy,  and  considerably  aid  my  attack.  My 
march  from  Carrion  wiir probably  be  in  the  nights 
Any  information  of  your  movement,  I  shall  dkmk 
you  to  address  to  me  at  Carrion,  where  I  shall  te 
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at  day-liffht  to-morrow,     I  enclose  a  letter,  and  a  book  in. 

•^         O  '  CHAF.  IX. 

printed  paper,  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Frere,  and  which 
I  received  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  ^  John  Mdow 

to   tiie  marquB 

John  Moore.      dcURomaii. 


Prepared  for  the  attack,  were  collected  between 
Sahagun,  Grahal,  and  Villada,  a  British  army  of 
twenty-five  thousand  four  hundred  men. 

Before  this  period,  it  is  stated  in  the  Narrative, 
sir  John  Moore  had  been  able  to  establish  many 
excellent  channels  of  intelligence,  upon  which  he 
could,  in  some  measure,  depend.  Expresses  were 
continually  arriving  with  reports  of  every  important 
circumstanet. 

By  these  means,  information  was  obtained,  that 
the  French  general  Soult,  after  the  defeat  of  his 
cavalry  at  Sahagun,  had  withdrawn  a  detachment 
from  Guardo,  and  concentrated  his  troops  to  the 
amount  of  eighteen  thousand,  behind  the  river 
Carrion.  Seven  thousand  were  posted  at  Saldana^ 
and  five  thousand  at  the  town  of  Carrion  ;  and  de- 
tachments were  placed  to  guard  the  fords  and 
bridges;  and  that  the  head  columns  of  Junofs 
corps  (the  8  th)  were  between  Vittoria  and  Burgos. 

Sir  John  Moore,  apparently  with  undiminished 
spirit,  thus  communicated  his  views  to  the  minister. 
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iieoenber.  I  had  the  honour  tc>  receive  yesterday, 

Mf;  ffmr  '^  your  letters  of  the  Hth  and  16th,  with  inclosureSi 

which  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opportunity. 

As  you  acknowledge  only  the  receipt  of  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  10th  instant,  I  send  you  a  du- 
plicate of  two  letters  which  I  addressed  to  you  oa 
the  6th,  and  which  I  sent  by  a  messenger  wfao» 
perhaps,  was  intercepted. 

With  respect  to  your  letter,  delivered  to  me  at 
Toro,  by  Mr.  Stuart,  I  shall  not  remark  upon  it  Itn 
in  the  style  of  the  two  which  were  brought  to  me 
by  colonel  Charmilly,  and,  consequently,  was 
answered  by  my  letters  of  the  6th,  of  which  I  tend 
you  a  duplicate  :  that  subject  is,  I  hope^  at  rest 

I  am  in  communication  with  the  marquis  de  la 
Romana.    I  march  this  night  to  Carrion,  and  the 

■ « 

next  day  to  Saldana,  to  attack  the  corps  under 
marshal  Soult.* 

Buonaparte  is  dating  his  proclamation^  from 
Madrid ;  and  as  to  the  British  army,  if  it  were  in  a 
neutral,  or  enemy's  country,  it  could  not  be  mon 
completely  left  to  itself.  If  the  SpanijU'ds  are  en- 
thusiasts, or  niiich  interested  in  this  caus^  their 
conduct  is  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever  was 
exhibited. 

^  His  views  of  Spanish  coK>peraiion,  are  very  propeil/  oouXbA 
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The  movement  I  am  making  is  of  the  most  dfcn-   ^^^^^ 
gerous  kind     t  not  only  risk  to  be  surrounded  ^"^JJ^^ 
every  moment  by  superior  forces,  but  to  have  my  5.^^^**^^*^''^^ 
communication  intercepted  with  the  Galicias.     I  Mr.  Frew, 
wish  it  to  be  apparent  to  the  whole  world,  as  it  is 
to  every  individual  of  tlie  army,  that  we  have  done 
every  thing  in  our  power  in  support  of  the  Spanish 
pause ;   and  that  we  do  nqt  abandon  it,  until  long 
after  the  Spaniards  had  abandoned  us» 
I  ha\'€  the  honour  to  be,  &c^ 

John  Moore* 

Ail  was  now  ready ;  the  disposition  for  attack 
knade :  Jtfa&  generais  had  mceived  ifaeir  instntcd^is; 
«uul  att  was  vivid  expectatioii.  Alas !  aks !  this  was 
tiot  to  be.-r^In  the  course  of  this  day,  messaager 
after  messenger^  it  seems,  brought  unpleasant  rcr* 
ports,  and  the  commander  delayed  his  operations  to 
receive  them ! 

A  strong  reinforcement,  it  appeared,  had  arrived 
at  Carrion  from  Palencia,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
proviwHis  and  forage  were  preparing  in  the  villages 
in  front  of  that  town. 

But  in^rma/tion  was  received  from  Los  Santos^ 
that  the  French  corp%  which  was  marching  to  the 
south,  had  been  halted  at  Talavera,  and  that  the 
jmemy  were  also  advancing  from  Madrid, 
.    Of  tiie  latter  incident  the  marquis  Romana  did 

YOI^JII.  A  a 
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^?f!l^  I™'   "^'  ^^^  to  give  clue  intimarion.    He,  at  the  same 
^•^■jvj^  time,  however,  urged  for  orders. 

DccMiber. 

Sir, 
the  Marquis  of  A  Confidential  person,  whom  I  had  pUuxd 

Ilomana  to  *  * 

idr  J.  Moon,     on  the  river  Duero,  has  written  to  me,  on  the  18th 

instant,  that  he  is  assured  that  the  enemy's  troops 
posted  at  the  Escurial  are  moving  in  this  direction. 
He  adds,  that  if  the  person  who  gave  him  this 
intelligence  should  not  arrive  the  same  day,  he 
would  go  himself  to  Villacastin,  twelve  leagues 
from  Madrid,  to  watch  the  two  roads ;  tlie  one  of 
which  leads  to  Zamora,  and  the  other  to  Segovia. 

I  hasten  to  give  this  information  to  your  ezcd* 
lency,  that  you  may  judge  what  measures  are  re- 
quisite to  be  taken, 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

The  Makquis  of  Roicana. 


AtiouiUa,  Dee.  9S, 
three  a^dock  in  Hk 

Sir, 
BomuBto"  ^  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  my 

arrival  here  with  the  troops  which  I  intend  to  em- 
ploy as  auxiliaries  to  your  movement 

I  have  only  been  able  to  lead  out  7000  infimdy, 
120  cavaby,  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery.    Th« 


Mr  J.MooM. 
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troops  are  cantoned  in  the  space  of  a  league  and  a   *^^^f  ,^ 
quarter  round  this  town*     The  advanced  posts  are 
towards  Saldana,  except  one  corpis,  which  I  have 

*  The  mtrqoii  off 

srat  to  villannimio.  three  leagues  distance  from  Rom«na to 
Cea. 

I  shall  wait  for  your  answer,  and  shall  not  begin 
to  march  until  your  excellency  shall  have  commu- 
nicated to  me  your  plan  and  intentions* 

I  request  a  positive  answer,  to  enable  me  to  send 
orders  at  an  early  hour  to  the  troops. 
I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Roicaka* 

Alas  i  the  complexion  of  afFairs  were  in  a  few 
short  hours  entirely  changed  ! 

No  longer  were  the  spirited  contemplations  of 
danger,  of  darting  on  the  enemy,  and  at  every  risk 
destroying  him,  expressed.  Here  were  no  rapid 
orders  for  immediate  operations  that  should  take 
him  in  detail,  and  if  he  threatened  to  become  ulti* 
mately  too  powerful,  weaken  his  force  before  it 
should  be  concentrated. 

All  the  animating  hopes  and  sanguine  expecta* 
tions  that  had  been  formed  were  at  once  dispelled; 
the  bright  rays  that  had  begun  to  light  up  the  hor 
rizon,  were  at  once  obscured  into  a  glimmeri||g 
twilight  more  dreadful  than  night  itself. 

The  renewed  and  final  determhiation  of  the  ^ri^ 

A  a  a 
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^?HA*i±.^  tish  chief  was  announced  to  tlie  Spanish  general 

^•^^^J^^  in  his  embarrassed  ansM'er, 
^^«««"'*''  In  vain  on  this  point  is  tlic  Narrative  (so  fertile 
in  other  respects)  consulted  for  explanation.  This 
extraordinary  reverse  it  announces  only  by  saying 
*^  an  answer  was  instantly  sent  back ;"  and  having 
described  that  answer,  turns  instantly  into  what 
was  the  supposed  plan  of  Buonaparte,  a  plan  of 
which,  with  the  highest  respect  for  the  officer*  who 
is  appealed  to  for  its  coufirmationi  it  is  conceived 
he  would  not  himself  consider  as  confirmed  by  any 
dinner-conversation  of  the  wary  generals  of  that 
experienced  commander. 

As  to  the  expressions  supposed  to  be  those  of 
Buonaparte^  "  Moore  is  the  only  general  fit  to  oo» 
tend  with  me,"  they  might  well  be  used  after  the 
Spanish  generals  had  been  so  unfortunate,  and  his 
determination  to  pursue  him  in  person  was  quite 
natural  from  national  motives  at  thai  dme.  Would 
to  heaven  that  Moore  had  not  been  equally  unfor- 
tunate,— that  the  following  letters  had  never  been 
written ! 


•  Major  Napier,  50th  regiment,  Who  was  neverely  wounded^ 
(stabbed  with  a  ba^'onct,  and  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  iword«) 
and  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Corunna.  Hit  cfairaclier  and 
manners  obtained,  from  the  principal  French  generab^  the  kindeat 
attention. 
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Sdkagmh  Dec.  «S,  1808-        ^2(|?^,™* 
^*^»  180S. 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  excel-  J>»<«»"*'- 
lency's  letter  of  die  SSd  this  afternoon,  and  have  tjc«Mqwfaof 
to  thank  you  for  the  information  wh^ch  it  contains; 
the  probability  of  its  truth  is  confirmed  to  me  by 
information  which  reached  me  this  morning,  that 
a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  and  forage 
,had  been  ordered  to  be  prepared  in  the  villages  on 
this  side  of  Palencia.  I  also  kn6\v  that  the  intend- 
ed march  of  a  corps  of  the  French  to  fiadajos,  lias 
been  stopped,  when  its  advanced  guard  had  reached 
Talavera  de  la  R^ina. 

Your  excellency  knows  my  object  in  marching 
in  this  direction  was  to  endeavour  to  free  you  from 
a  troublesome  neighbour,  and  to  strike  a  blow  at 
a  corps  of  the  etiemy,  whilst  it  was  still  imagined 
that  the  British  troops  had  retreated  into  Portugal* 
I  was  aware  of  the  risk  I  ran,  if  I  should  be  disco^- 
vered,  and  the  enemy  push  on  a  corps  between  me 
and  my  communication. 

My  movement  has  in  some  degree  answered  its 
object  as  it  has  drawn  the  enemy  from  other  pro- 
jects, and  will  give  the  south  more  time  to  prepare. 
With  such  a  force  as  mine,  I  can  pretend  to  do  no 
more.  It  would  only  be  losing  this  army  to  Spain 
and  to  England,  to  persevere  in  my  march  on  Soult, 
^ho,  if  posted  strongly,  might  wait,  or,  if  no^ 
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would  retire  and  draw  me  on  until  the  corps  from 
Madrid  got  behind  me :  in  shorty  single-banded,  I 
cannot  presume  to  contend  with  the  soperior  num* 
bers  the  French  can  bring  against  me. 

I  received  your  excellency's  letter  at  six,  and  the 
troops  were  to  have  marched  from  this  to  Carrion 
at  eight  this  evening.  I  countermanded  them,  and 
shall  take  immediate  measures  for  retiring  on  As* 
torga.  There  I  shall  stand ;  as  my  retreat  thenc^ 
if  necessary,  will  be  secure.  I  shall  be  in  the  way 
to  receive  the  supplies  and  the  reinforcements  which 
I  expect  from  England.  At  the  worst,  I  can  main* 
tain  myself,  and,  with  your  excellency's  aid,  defend 
the  Galicias,  and  give  time  for  the  formation  of  the 
armies  of  the  south,  and  that  which  you  command 
to  be  prepared,  when  a  joint  effort  may  be  made, 
which  can  alone  t)e  efficacious.  It  is  playing  the 
enemy's  game  to  draw  him  to  attack  our  armies  in 
rotation. 

I  hope  this  plan  will  meet  your  approbation;  you 
may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  not  retreat  a  foot  be* 
yond  what  is  ni?cessar}'  to  secure  my  supplies  from 
being  intercepted ;  and  that  I  desire  nothing  more 
than  to  meet  the  enemy  upon  any  thing  like  equal 
terms. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

John  Moobk 


-i. 
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P.S.  1  had  fiuished  my  letter,  and  was  writing  ^2^^^^^!^ 
one  to  colonel  Symes,  both  of  which  I  meant  to 
despatch  to  your  excellency  in  the  morning,  when 
I  received  your  lettef  from  I^Iansilla  of  this  date.      t^  mtrqau  of 

Your  excellency  will  see  that  in  consequence  of 
the  information  contained  in  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, I  have  countermanded  my  march  to  Carrion. 
I  am  sensible  of  the  zeal  and  activity  your  excel- 
lency has  displayed,  in  thus  hastening  to  co-operate 
with  me,  but  for  the  reasons  contained  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  letter,  I  believe  the  attempt  no 
longer  advisable.  It  will,  however,  be  of  use,  and 
will  blind  the  enemy,  should  you  continue  with 
your  corps  a  few  days  at  Mansilla.' 
.  You  \viU  of  course  nut  mention  my  intentions  of 
falling  back.  If  I  am  followed,  I  shall  stop  and 
offer  battle ;  and  though  you  should  be  at  a  dis- 
tance, yet  the  knowledge  that  you  are  within  reach 
will  distract  his  attention,  and  act  as  a  diversion. 

I  shal(  be  happy  to  hear  again  from  you  what 
are  your  intentions.  I  shall,  I  think,  fall  back  on 
Benavente. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

John  Moore. 

From  the  Narrative,  indeed,  is  to  be  learned  that, 
by  the  trifling  operations  which  so  suddenly  ap- 
peared to  arrest  hi;  progress,  he  was  apprised  that^ 
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^ch?pM^.^  agreeably  to  his  long  expectdtiam,  Us  derigns  (so 
^-^jv^^^  difficult  alas !  to  be  conceived  by  his  anny)  wcra 
Pccembeiw    discovered  by  Buonaparte,  for  which  discovery  he 
was  at  the  same  time  entirely  prepared. 

And  the  ^^arrative  also  deems  it  necessary  to 
point  out  the  plan  of  Buonaparte,  which  seened  to 
be  as  follows : 

The  British  arm}*,  by  a  feigned  retreat  of  Soult^ 
was  to  be  led  on  to  Burgos,  or  as  far  eastward  as 
possible,  while  another  corps,  taking  the  course  of 
Leon,  should  turn  its  left  flank,  and  prevent  its  re- 
treat. The  corps  marching  on  Badajos  was  ooun- 
termanded  on  Salamanca,  while  Buonaparte,  with 
all  the  disposable  force  at  Madrid  and  the  Escurial, 
moved  directly  (it  need  not  be  added  rapidly)  to 
Benavente. 

The  British  army  was,  it  seems,  to  be  surrounded 
before  it9  arrival  in  Galicia.  Sir  John  Moore  saw 
(says  the  Narrative)  the  whole  plan,  had ''  calculated 
the  tim^y''  and  was  prepared  for  the  danger  1 

Sir  John  Moore  immediately  prepared  for  retreat. 

Soult  was  strongly  reinforced  between  Carrioii 
and  Saldana,  behind  tlie  river.  Junot,  advancing 
from  Burgos  to  Falencia,  threatened  tlie  British 
right  flank.  The  advanced  guard  of  the  cavaby 
attached  to  Buonaparte,  passed  through  TordesiUas 
on  the  S4th,  while  the  British  left  Sahagun,  ao4 
both  advanced  towards  Benavente*    A  corps  under 
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I 

the  duke  of  Dant^ic  was  countermanded  from  Ta-  ^«^?5,^' 
lavera  towards  Salamanca.    The  duke  of  Treviso 
was  even  baited,  according  to  the  Nanative,  on  his 
nsrch  against  Sanragosa. 

Of  the  three  routes  across  the  river  Esakr^  that 
by  Mamsilbj  where  there  is  a  good  bridge  was  m 
possession  of  the  marquis  Romana's  trcx^  who 
had  also  necessarily  exhausted  the  country.  The 
whole  army  wookl  be  endangered  by  the  swell  of 
the  river  at  the  ferry  at  Valencia ;  nor  could  an 
adequate  supply  of  food  and  covering  be  obtained 
in  that  neighbourhood.  Sir  David  Baird,  therefore^ 
marched  by  that  route;  the  remainder  by  Castro 
Gon^Q^  where  was  silso  a  bridge,  and  which  led 
to  Benavente^  where,  and  at  Zamora,  were  the  stores 
and  magazines. 

The  marquis  Romana  left  three  thousand  men 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  at  the  request  of  sir  John 
Moore,  to  defend  the  passage  of  the  river,  and  then 
retired  to  Leon. 

The  Narrative  contains  many  deductions  not  al- 
together obvious,  and  entirely  nnnecessary  to  the 
explanation  of  the  French  phn  of  operations  des* 
cribed,  which  certainly  seems  to  hav^  been  to  sur* 
lound  from  all  points  the  British  army. 

Sir  John  Jtfcore  thus  communicates  bis  plan : 
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Sakagtm,  Dee,  24^  IWS. 

Sir, 

My  information  this  mominff  states,  diat 

Sir  Ja  Moon  tA 

the  marquif  of    the  Frencl)  liave  received  Feinforcemeiits.      I  shall 

ROIBISA. 

begin  my  retreat  to-morrow  morning  with  a  part 
of  the  infantry,  the  rest  will  follow  with  the  ca- 
valry the  day  after.  It  is  of  great  importance  to 
me  that  you  should  keep  a  strong  corps  at  Man- 
silla,  to  defend  the  bridge  there,  whilst  I  march  in 
two  divisions  on  Valencia  and  Benavente.  The 
corps  which  passes  at  Valencia  will  reniaiu  on  die 
opposite  side  to  guard  the  ferry,  until  the  corps 
which  marches  on  Benavente  has  passed  the  bridge 
at  that  place.  Sir  David  Baird  commands  the  di- 
vision which  goes  to  Valencia  ;  I  shall  march  widi 
the  other  to  Benavente.  My  hopes  are  to  cross 
'  the  river  Esslur  before  I  am  interrupted ;  when  once 

across,  my  communications  with  the  Galicias  will 
be  secure ;  and,  if  pressed  then,  I  shall  have  no 
objectioo  to  try  an  action. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  make  this  communi- 
cation to  your  excellency.  You  will,  I  suppom 
think  it  right,  when  I  am  passed,  to  order  the  boats 
upon  the  river  to  be  destroyed.  /  kaoe  only  t0  ttF 
peat  my  request ^  that  Astorga  and  its  ndghiaurr 
hood  may  be  left  for  the  British  troops^  togetktr 
with  the  passage  into  the  Galicias^  and  not  occupkd 
hy  those  tmier  your  excellency's  command.    Ycmk 


will  find  no  inclination  in  me  to  abandon  the  Spa-  *j?,?J^.  ** 
nish  cause,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  desire  to 
co-ot>erate  with  you  for  the  general  good, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

John  Moore* 

The  request  which  do$es  this  letter  is  one  of  a 
moat  extraordinary  kind.  Sir  John  Moore  niust  at 
least  have  known  the  state  of  the  Spanish  army ; 
q^nd  ought  to  have  known  whether  any  other  route 
was  left  open  to  it  But  this  will  be  seen  hereafter. 

Whether  in  advance  or  retreat,  sir  John  Moore's 
sedentary  system  seemed  constantly  to  prevail,  and 
Sahagun  to  replace  Salamanca,  as  appears  from  the 
following  answer  to  a  request  of  interview  from  tlie 
n^arquis  Romana. 

j^i%irfi»  Dec.  24«  1608. 


I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  excel-  sirj.MMRt* 
lency's  letter  of  this  date.  There  is  nothing  I  wish  "  "■*^^'* 
BO  much  as  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you ; 
but,  in  the  present  situation  of  this  army,  it  is  im* 
possible  for  me  to  leave  it  for  a  moment  Once 
across  the  Esslar,  and  I  will  ride  any  distunoe  to 
have  the  honour  of  meeting  you.  I  shall  remain 
here  with  the  cavalry  until  the  dftenioon  to-morrow, 
and  ^11  leave  them  to  join  the  division  of  the  in* 
^utiy  in  die  evenings  which  will  be  at  Majdiga^ 
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^cMAi^  «^  ^^  y^^^  excellency  can  make  it  convenient  to 

^*^"v^*^  come  there,  you  will  make  me  very  happy ;  but  if 

^^«*»*»'«  this  be  inconvenient,  I  shall  go  to  you  when  I  reach 

the  marquu  of  Bcnaventc.    Thc  French  continue  to  receive  rein- 

lUWMIMI. 


forcements.  A  considerable  number  arrived  atPa- 
lencia  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

John  Moore. 

The  marquis  de  Romana  seems  now  to  have  r^ 
signed  his  correspondence  with  sir  Jolin  Moore. 

*  Mansilla,  Dee.  25,  1 B06,  axe  €^doek. 

Sir, 
Colonel  svmfs  I  had  the  honour  of  your  note  early  this 

mommg,  and  am  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  which 
prevents  a  meeting  between  your  excellency  and 
the  marquis  at  present.  The  marquis,  for  reasons 
of  the  same  nature,  cannot  leave  his  troops ;  indeed, 
liis  presence  is  indispensably  requisite,  fbr  he  hal 
no  second  to  whom  he  can  confide  his  diarge.  Ge- 
neral Blake  is  at  Leon.  The  marquis  says,  dttt 
wherever  else  he  may  go,  it  is  imposiiblefor  him  to 
send  any  part  of  his  troops  into  the  Asturias^  $$ 
the  roads  are  now  impassable  ;  the  snow  hasfattdli 
in  unusual  quantity.  The  marquis's  idea  seems  to 
be  tha(  of  retiring  on  Astorga,  but  not  precipitatdy ; 
to  put  Leon  in  the  best  possible  state  of  ddoic^ 
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ftnd  to  leave  tiiere  S,CXX)  men  and  some  gunt.-^  ®^* «. 


These  troops,  when  added  to  the  armed  inh^itaots 

and  the  volunteers  who  are  armed  and  under  a  sort  ^  ,    ,  c  -^ 

of  training,  may  impede  the  progress  of  ian  enemy^  toiirj.Mo<w«» 

give  him  much  trouble,  and  afford  protection  to 

your  left  flank.    The  volunteers  of  Leon,  including 

the  students,  are  estimated  at  from  12  to  1500  men; 

the  rabble  are  numerous. 

The  city  of  Leon  is  very  extensive,  it  is  surrounded 
by  a  high  wall,  in  some  places  ruinous.    There  are 
old  Moorish  towers  at  irr^ular  distances,  several 
gateways  without  gates,   but  a  little  trouble  may 
repair  the  chasms  and  blockade  the  gateways.    The 
suburbs  embrace  the  wall,  which  in  some  parts 
forms  a  back  for  long  rows  of  mean  houses.     T^ 
tAty  is  not  commanded ;  there  is  some  rising  grouml 
nbout  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  to  the  east  and  north, 
excepting  this,  the  countiy  seems  to  be  an  unin- 
terrupted plain  for  maay  miles.  Between  Leon  and 
Astoiga  it  is  a  continued  fiat,  widiout  indpsureor 
obstacle  to  oppose  the  advance  of  troops  from  any 
direction*     Leon,  if  disputed  vigorously,  may  prove 
veiy  embarrassing  to  the  enemy,  and  it  n  a  kind  of 
warfare  for  which  the  Spaniards  seem  adapted.-^ 
The  marquis  appears  rather  disposed  to  risk  a  ge* 
nerai  action ;    but  he  says,  what  is  too  true,  that 
his  antiy,  in  ^ect,  is  no  army.    He  thinks  that  his 
artillery  will  be  well  .served, — it  may  be  m,  but  I 
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*CT?J^f  "^*   doubt  it.    Two  howitzers  and  eighteen  field-pieces 

^■^J^J^^^  compose  the  number  of  guns  with  us.      We  move 

DM^mber.     ^^  Le^jj  to-dav.      The  marquis  communicates  to 

todr  j.itfoore.  your  excellcncy  the  intelligence  he  has  received.— 

Mansilla  is  not  capable  of  defence ;  and  breaking 
the  bridge,  the  marquis  thinks,  will  not  be  any  nuh 
terial  obstacle  to  the  enemy.  In  the  present  state 
of  tlie  weather  I  think  it  would  impede  his  pro- 
gress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  faithful  humble  servant, 

M.  Syues. 

Agreeably  to  the  arrangement  of  sir  John  Moore 
the  division  of  general  Fraser,  followed  by  that  of 
general  Hope,  marched  on  the  24th  of  December 
to  Valderos  and  Majorga,  and  sir  David  Burd'i 
proceeded  to  Valencia,  where  lord  Paget  was  or- 
dered to  push  strong  patroles  of  cavalry  close  to 
the  advanced  posts  of  the  enemy,  for  their  conceal* 
ment 

The  reserve,  with  two  light  corps,  retired  from 
Sahagun  on  the  morning  of  the  Sith,  by  the  route 
of  general  Hope ;  lord  Paget  remained  with  the  ca- 
valry till  evening:  sir  John  Moore  accompanied 
the  last  corps. 

Thus  commenced  an  operation  certainly  iSm 
most  uublessed  that  was  ever  recorded  in  militaiy- 
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history,  either  antient  or  modern;  whatever  the  book  in. 
various  merits  or  demerits  ascribed  to  it  by  the  nu- 
merous advocates  on  either  side  who  took  a  share 
in  the  discussion  to  which  it  gave  rise,  —a  discussion 
almost  unprecedented  even  in  an  age  remarkable 
for  military  deliberations. 
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Peculiar  Circumstances  of  this  Hetreat.^^Sqfe  Pas* 
sage  of  the  Eslar. — Spirited  Affairs  of  the  Reserve 
under  Lord  Paget,  particularly  the  Tenth  and 
Eighteenth  Hussars,  with  Colonel  Leigh,  Captain 
Jones,  Sfc. — Disorders  of  the  Army  impatient  ^ 
retiring  from  the  Enemy  ^^-General  Orders  far 
the  Retreat. — Letter  of  Sir  John  Moore  to  the 
Marquis  Romana,  communicating  his  Decision 
against  Jig  h  ting  a  Battle. — Ill-Jbunded  Surprise 
that  the  other  Spanish  Armies  did  not  create  a 
Diversion  in  favour  of  the  Retreat,  by  attacking 
the  French. — Recapitulatory  Communication  to 
the  British  Government. — Brilliant  Affair  qfthc 
British  Reserve  under  Lord  Paget  and  General 
Stewart,  with  the  imperial  Guards  ofBuom^rte^ 
under  General  L^ebvre^  in  which  their  Com^ 


0ll6Bft  Sin  JOHN  MOOTRS^       ^  "^  *  '90^^ 


ihg  Cimmnsnicathri  cf  Sir  Johw  Modrt  t0  Lrn^ 
CMtkf^dffk,  mi  ufffouitded  OrinplmnM  of  Mw- 
fim  Rwmfm.--^Imubordinatidn  &f  tkt  Ami^M- 
Extraordinafy  Aecunmkiiion  ^f  DiMSters.^^Ri- 
monstrances  of  Britisk  Generais.-^EMftMis  ^ 
the  Junta  and  Mr.  F^ere.'-^findtly  despokting 
iJommunication  of  Sir  John  Moire  to  fhe  British 
Qa6€9mmeni.^^*^rdersf0r  tmbarking  the  British 
Army. 


.<   i 


CHikP.    X. 


':  THE  miUtary  reader,  in  oonietnplatiog  the  re-  Booftpin. 
tmU  whicb  »  ti»  melancholy  sibfect  of  the  pre^ 
sent  dhapte«^  moit  vdistnib  ffoiti  \ai  inindflhe  f4- 
ffdemlnmicd  of  those  Apiendid  acts  <^f  ancient  sAA 
Qiadcra  ^biaoovy  >w3iidviidrrtied  the  studies  of  h^ 
youth,  and  die  lexemplars  of  his  martial  career^    " . 

He  must  prepare  himself*  for  a .  new  ^  sul^ect  of 
military  experience,  which,  though  less  useful  and 
sidgiiUurly  unhappy,  is  yet  not  without  advantages 
in  wluch,: though  neither  the  vigour  and  ready  ixs^ 
men  of  Xenophon,  nor  the  steady  march  of  MtMrMU; 
is  apparent,  the  direBil  efiectJs  of  a  total  want^  of 
Miergy^of  a  racctllating  spirit,  of  adespondinghabit, 
will  be  Jeen,  both  as  relates  to  the  troops  and  tb<; 
service.  ...'■../, 

Hesitating  and  doubtful,  after  a  long  and  impoiv 
tant  period:  l«pt  in  yain  sQggntions  and  ir«ak  sur 

VOI^  III.  B  b 


S60  CAMPAIGNS  IN  SPAIN  AND  PORTUOAI.. 

^cH?»^i™'  agreeably  to  his  long  expectatkm^  his  deugiu  (so 
^-^jv^^-^  difficult  alas !  to  be  conceived  by  his  anny)  were 
December,     discovered  by  Buonaparte,  for  which  discovery  he 
was  at  the  same  time  entirely  prcpar^. 

And  the  ^^arrative  also  deems  it  necessary  to 
point  out  the  plan  of  Buonaparte,  which  seemed  to 
be  as  follows  : 

The  British  ami} ,  by  a  feigned  retreat  of  Soidt, 
was  to  be  led  on  to  Burgos,  or  as  far  eastward  as 
possible^  while  another  corps,  taking  the  course  of 
Leon,  should  turn  its  left  flank,  and  prevent  its  itr 
treat.  The  corps  marching  on  Badajos  was  ooun- 
termauded  on  Salamanca,  while  Buonaparte,  with 
all  the  disposable  force  at  Madrid  and  the  Escurial, 
moved  directly  (it  need  not  be  added  rapidly)  to 
Benavente. 

The  British  army  was,  it  seems,  to  be  surrounded 
before  It9  arrival  in  Galicia.  Sir  John  Moore  saw 
(says  the  Narrative)  the  whole  plan,  had  '^  calculated 
the  tim^y'*  and  was  prepared  for  the  danger  I 

Sir  John  Moore  immediately  prepared  for  retreat 

Soult  was  strongly  reinforced  between  Carrion 
and  Saldana,  behind  the  river.  Junot,  advancing 
from  Burgos  to  Palencia,  threatened  tlie  British 
right  flank.  The  advanced  guard  of  the  cavahy 
attached  to  Buonaparte,  passed  through  TordesiUas 
on  the  S4th,  while  the  British  left  Sahagun,  aod 
both  advanced  towards  Benavente.    A  corps  undcf 
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the  duke  of  DaiiUic  was  countermanded  from  Ta-  ^^^?*,?^' 
lavera  towards  Salamanca.    The  duke  of  Treviso 
was  even  halted,  according  to  the  NaRative,  on  his 
march  against  Sarragosa. 

Of  the  three. routes  across  the  river  Esslar,  that 
by  MsmsiHaj  where  there  is  a  good  bridge,  was  ib 
possession  of  the  marquis  Romana's  troq>s,  who 
had  also  Beeessarily  exhausted  the  country.  The 
whole  army  would  be  endangered  by  the  swell  6( 
the  river  at  the  ferry  at  Valencia ;  nor  could  an 
adequate  supply  of  food  and  covering  be  obtained 
in  that  neighbourhood.  Sir  David  Baird,  therefofe^ 
marched  by  that  route;  the  remainder  by  Castro 
GoMttlo^  where  was  also  a  bridge,  and  which  led 
to  Benavente^  where,  and  at  Zamora,  M'ere  the  stores 
and  magazines. 

The  marquis  Romana  left  three  thousand  men 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  at  the  request  of  sir  John 
Moore,  to  defend  the  passage  of  the  river,  and  then 
retired  to  Leon. 

The  Narrative  contains  many  deductions  not  al- 
together obvious,  and  entirely  unnecessary  to  the 
explanation  of  the  French  phn  of  operations  des* 
crtbed,  which  certainly  seems  to  hav^  been  to  sur* 
found  from  all  points  the  British  army. 

Sir  John  JUcore  thus  communicates  his  plan ; 
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Sakigmi,  Dee.  24»  180S. 

Sir, 


Beoembw.  jy jy  information  this  morning  states,  that 

Sir  J.  Moors  to 

the  iDftrqau  of    tlic  Frencli  liave  received  reinforcenients.      I  shall 

begin  my  retreat  to-morrow  mommg  with  a  part 
of  the  infantry,  the  rest  will  follow  with  the  ca* 
valry  the  day  after.  It  is  of  great  importance  to 
me  that  you  should  keep  a  strong  corps  at  Man- 
silla,  to  defend  the  bridge  there,  whilst  I  march  ia 
two  divisions  on  Valencia  and  Benavente.  The 
corps  which  passes  at  Valencia  will  remain  on  the 
opposite  side  to  guard  the  ferry,  until  the  corps 
which  marches  on  Benavente  has  passed  tlie  bridge 
at  that  place.  Sir  David  Baird  commands  the  di- 
vision which  goes  to  Valencia ;  I  shall  march  with 
the  other  to  Benavente.  My  hopes  are  to  cross 
*  the  river  Esslur  before  I  am  interrupted ;  when  once 

across,  my  communications  with  the  Galicias  will 
be  secure ;  and,  if  pressed  then,  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  try  an  action. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  make  this  communi- 
cation to  your  excellency.    You  will,  I  suppofei 

■ 

think  it  right,  when  I  am  passed,  to  order  the  boats 
upon  the  river  to  be  destroyedt  I  have  imly  i#  ns- 
peat  my  request,  that  Astorga  and  its  neighimtr 
hood  may  be  left  for  the  British  troops^  together 
with  the  passage  into  the  Galicias^  and  not  occupkd 
hy  those  under  your  excellency's  cammamL    Yw 
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will  find  no  inclination  in  me  to  abandon  the  Spa-  *5i?j^. '* 
nish  cause,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  desire  to 
C0K>perate  with  you  for  the  general  good. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

John  Moore« 

The  request  which  clones  this  letter  is  one  of  a 
moat  extraordinary  kind.     Sir  John  Moore  must  at 
least  have  known  the  state  of  the  Spanish  army ; 
q^ud  ought  to  have  known  whether  any  other  route  ~ 
was  left  open  to  it.  But  this  will  be  seen  hereafter. 

Whether  in  advance  or  retreat,  sir  John  Moore's 
sedentary  system  seemed  constantly  to  prevail,  and  f 

Sahagun  to  replace  Salamanca,  as  appears  from  the 
.  following  answer  to  a  request  of  interview  from  the 
o^arquis  Romana. 

Sahagvn,  Dec.  24«  1608. 

fKr,    - 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  excel-  sir  j.MMRt* 

'  lency's  letter  of  this  date.    There  is  nothing  I  wish  "*  "*'^^  ** 
BO  4fiiliich  as  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you ; 
IM ^  in  the  present  situation  of  this  army,  it  is  im* 

'  f>dMS>le  for  me  to  leave  it  for  a  moment  Once 
across  the  Esslar,  and  I  will  ride  any  distanoe  to 
hate  the  honour  of  meeting  you.    I  shall  remain 

'  herewith  the  cavalry  until  the  dftenioon  to-morrow, 
md  ^11  leave  them  to  jom  the  division  of  the  in* 
^utiy  in  die  evening,  which  will  be  at  Majoi^ 
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would  retire  and  draw  me  on  until  the  corps  from 
Madrid  got  behind  me  :  in  short,  single-handed,  I 
cannot  presume  to  contend  with  the  superior  num- 
bers the  French  can  bring  against  me. 

I  received  your  excellency's  letter  at  six,  and  the 
troops  were  to  have  marched  from  this  to  Carriou 
at  eight  this  evening.  I  countermanded  them,  and 
shall  take  immediate  measures  for  retiring  on  As- 
torga.  There  I  shall  stand ;  as  my  retreat  thcnoc^ 
if  necessary,  will  be  secure.  I  shall  be  in  the  way 
to  receive  the  supplies  and  the  reinforcements  which 
I  expect  from  England.  At  the  worst,  I  can  main- 
tain myself,  and,  with  your  excellency's  aid,  defend 
the  Galicias,  and  give  time  for  the  formation  of  the 
armies  of  the  south,  and  that  which  you  command 
to  be  prepared,  when  a  joint  effort  may  be  made^ 
which  can  alone  1}e  efficacious.  It  is  playing  (bt 
enemy's  game  to  draw  him  to  attack  our  anniei  fai 
rotation. 

I  hope  this  plan  will  meet  your  approbation;  you 
may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  not  retreat  a  foot  be- 
yond what  is  nf?cessary  to  secure  my  supplies  fiom 
being  intercepted ;  and  that  I  desire  nothing  more 
than  to  meet  the  enemy  upon  any  thing  like  equal 
terms. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

John  MoobBh 
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P.S.  I  had  fiuished  my  letter,  and  was  writing  ^2i^^,Jf.^ 
one  to  colonel  Syiaes,  both  of  which  I  meant  to 
despatch  to  your  excellency  in  the  morning,  when 
I  received  your  letter  from  Mansilla  of  this  date,      the  nmrqnu  of 

Ronsiui* 

Your  excellency  will  see  that  in  consequence  of 
the  information  contained  in  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, I  have  countermanded  my  march  to  Carrion. 
I  am  sensible  of  the  zeal  and  activity  your  excel- 
lency has  displayed,  in  thus  hastening  to  co-operate 
with  me,  but  for  -the  reasons  contained  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  letter,  I  believe  the  attempt  no 
longer  advisable.  It  will,  however,  be  of  use,  and 
will  blind  the  enemy,  should  you  continue  with 
your  corps  a  few  days  at  Mansilla.' 
•  You  ^ill  of  course  not  mention  my  intentions  of 
falling  back.  If  I  am  followed,  I  shall  stop  and 
offer  battle ;  and  though  you  should  be  at  a  dis- 
tancCr  yet  the  knowledge  that  you  are  within  reach 
will  distract  his  attention,  and  act  as  a  diversion. 

I  shal(  be  happy  to  hear  again  from  you  what 
arc  your  intentions.  I  shall,  I  think,  fall  back  on 
fienavente. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

John  Moore. 

From  the  Narrative,  indeed,  is  to  be  learned  that, 
by  the  trifling  operations  which  so  suddenly  ap- 
peared to  arrest  hi;  progress,  he  was  apprised  that^ 
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^c^fp^?.^  agreeably  to  his  long  expectatkn^  his  deflign  (so 
^-^•jvp*^  difficult  alas !  to  be  conceived  by  his  anny)  ¥rcw 
December,     discovcrcd  by  Buonaparte,  for  which  diacoveiy  ho 
was  at  the  same  time  entirely  prepared. 

And  the  ^^arrative  also  deems  it  nccsesauy  to 
point  out  the  plan  of  Buonaparte,  which  seened  to 
be  as  follows : 

The  British  army,  by  a  feigned  retreat  of  Scully 
was  to  be  led  on  to  Burgos,  or  as  far  eastward  as 
possible^  while  another  corps,  taking  the  ccnirse  of 
Leon,  should  turn  its  left  flank,  and  prevent  its  itr 
treat.  The  corps  marching  on  Badajos  was  ooun- 
termauded  on  Salamanca,  while  Buonaparte,  with 
all  the  disposable  force  at  Madrid  and  the  Escurial, 
moved  directly  (it  need  not  be  added  rapidly)  to 
Benavente. 

The  British  army  was,  it  seems,  to  be  aunouoded 
before  its  arrival  in  Galicia.  Sir  John  Moore  saw 
(says  the  Narrative)  the  whole  plan,  had  '^  calculatei 
the  tim^y'  and  was  prepared  for  the  danger ! 

Sir  John  Moore  immediately  prepared  for  retreat 

Soult  was  strongly  reinforced  between  Carrion 
and  Saldana,  behind  the  river.  Junot,  advaacing 
from  Burgos  to  Palencia,  threatened  tlie  British 
right  flank.  The  advanced  guard  of  the  cavalry 
attached  to  Buonaparte,  passed  through  TordesiUas 
on  the  S4th,  while  the  British  lefk  Sahagui^  aqd 
both  advanced  towards  Benavente.    A  corps  under 
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the  duke  of  DaiiUic  was  countermaiided  from  Ta-  ^^^?*,?^* 
lavera  towards  Salamanca.    The  duke  of  Treviso 
was  even  halted,  according  to  the  Narrative^  on  his 
inarch  against  Sarragosa. 

Of  the  three  routes  across  the  rhrer  Esshr,  that 
by  MamsiUa^  where  there  is  a  good  bridge,  was  m 
possession  of  the  marquis  Romana's  troops^  who 
had  also  necessarily  exhausted  the  country.  The 
whole  army  would  be  endangered  by  the  swell  of 
the  river  at  the  ferry  at  Valencia ;  nor  could  an 
adequate  supply  of  food  and  covering  be  obtained 
in  that  neighbourhood.  Sir  David  Baird,  therefor e^ 
marched  by  that  route;  the  remainder  by  Castro 
GoMttlo^  where  was  also  a  bridge,  and  which  led 
to  Benavente^  where,  and  at  Zamora,  were  the  stores 
and  magazines. 

The  marquis  Romana  left  three  thousand  men 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  at  the  request  of  sir  John 
Moore,  to  defend  the  passage  of  the  river,  and  then 
retired  to  Leon. 

The  Narrative  contains  many  deductions  not  al- 
together obvious,  and  entirely  unnecessary  to  the 
explanation  of  the  French  phn  of  operations  des* 
cribed,  which  certainly  seems  to  hav^  been  to  sur* 
lound  from  all  pcmits  tiie  British  army. 

Sir  John  JUcore  thus  communicates  bis  plan ; 
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I,  Dec.  24^  1809. 

Sir, 

IVIy  information  this  morning  states,  that 

Sir  J.  Moor*  ^     •       •,  .  .  - 

the  mvqou  of    the  Frcnch  liave  received  reinforcements.      I  shall 

begin  my  retreat  to-morrow  morning  with  a  part 
of  the  infantry,  the  rest  will  follow  with  the  ca- 
valry the  day  after.  It  is  of  great  importance  to 
me  that  you  should  keep  a  strong  corps  at  Man- 
silla,  to  defend  the  bridge  there,  whilst  I  march  ia 
two  divisions  on  Valencia  and  Benavente.  The 
corps  whicli  passes  at  Valencia  will  remain  on  die 
opposite  side  to  guard  the  ferry,  until  the  corps 
which  marches  on  Benavente  has  passed  the  bridge 
at  that  place.  Sir  David  Baird  commands  the  di- 
vision which  goes  to  Valencia ;  I  shall  march  with 
the  other  to  Benavente.  My  hopes  are  to  cross 
'  the  river  Esslar  before  I  am  interrupted ;  when  once 

across,  my  communications  with  the  Galidas  will 
be  secure ;  and,  if  pressed  then,  I  shall  have  no 
objectiou  to  try  an  action. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  make  this  comnuini- 
cation  to  your  excellency.  You  will,  I  suppofC^ 
think  it  right,  when  I  am  passed,  to  order  the  boats 
upon  the  river  to  be  destroyed.  /  hace  only  i0  n^ 
peat  my  request^  that  Astorga  and  its  nagkiamrr 
hood  may  be  left  for  the  British  troops^  together 
with  the  passage  into  the  Galicias^  and  not  occupkd 
hy  those  under  your  excellency's  command.    Vcmi 
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will  find  no  inclination  in  me  to  abandon  the  Spa-  *5i?J^. '* 
nish  cause,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  desire  to 
co-operate  with  you  for  the  general  good. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  MooRE« 

The  request  wiiich  closes  tliis  letter  is  one  of  a 
moat  extraordinary  kind.  Sir  John  Moore  must  at 
least  have  known  the  state  of  the  Spanish  army ; 
^nd  ought  to  have  known  whether  any  other  route 
was  left  open  to  it  But  this  will  be  seen  hereafter. 

Whether  in  advance  or  retreat,  sir  John  Moore's 
sedentary  system  seemed  constantly  to  prevail,  and  ^ 

Sahagun  to  replace  Salamanca,  as  appears  from  the 
following  answer  to  a  request  of  interview  from  the 
Djiarquis  Romana. 

Sahagun,  Dec.  24,  1608. 

Sir,    ' 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  excel-  sirJ.MMRto 
Iency*8  letter  of  this  date.  There  is  nothing  I  wish  ~ 
80  iiinch  as  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you ; 
but,  in  the  present  situation  of  this  army,  it  is  im* 
pcMsible  for  me  to  leave  it  for  a  moment  Once 
across  the  Easlaf,  and  I  will  ride  any  distance  to 
have  the  honour  of  meeting  you.  I  shall  remain 
here  with  the  cavalry  until  the  aflenioon  to-morrow, 
uA  shall  leave  them  to  join  the  division  of  the  in* 
fuOity  in  die  eveniiig^  nrhich  wHl  be  at  Majoi^ 
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^cL^i^ ix'  ^^  y^^^  excellency  can  make  it  oonvcnicnt  te 
come  there,  you  will  make  me  veiy  happy ;  but  if 
this  be  inconvenient,  I  shall  go  to  you  when  I  reach 

Sf  J*  Bfoore  to    *^ 

the  uniiiii  of    Benavente.    The  French  continue  to  receive  rein- 

forcements.    A  considerable  number  arrived  at  Bh 
lencia  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ftc. 

JoHir  MooaSi 

The  marquis  de  Romana  seems  now  to  have  re- 
signed his  correspondence  with  sir  John  Moor& 

'  Miouilia,  Dee.  25,  1 808,  aae  e^chdt. 

Sir, 
coknei  STmfs  I  had  the  honour  of  your  note  early  thfa 

morning,  and  am  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  which 
prevents  a  meeting  between  your  excellem^  and 
the  marquis  at  present.  The  marquis,  for  leiions 
of  the  same  nature,  cannot  leave  his  troops ;  indeed^ 
his  presence  is  indispensably  requisite,  for  he  hit 
no  second  to  whom  he  can  confide  his  chai^ge.  Ge- 
neral Blake  is  at  Leon.  The  marquis  saya^  dut 
wherever  else  he  may  go,  it  b  impamblcfar  kim  U 
send  any  part  of  his  troops  into  the  Asturiu^  as 
the  roads  are  now  impassable  ;  the  snow  hoMfiUkk 
in  unusual  quantity.  The  marquis's  idea  seems  tb 
be  tha(  of  retiring  on  Astorga,  but  not  precipital^; 
to  put  Leon  in  the  best  possible,  state  of  d^BWiC^ 


December* 
[ooce» 
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and  to  leave  there  8,000  men  and  some  gunt.-^  ®^*  ^ 
These  troops,  when  added  to  the  armed  iiihabitaiits  ^^^joT 
and  the  volunteers  who  are  armed  and  under  asort  ^  ,    .  ^ 

ColonelSv 

of  training,  may  impede  the  progress  of  ian  enemy^  toiirJ.Mc 
give  him  much  trouble,  and  afford  protection  to 
your  left  flank.    The  volunteers  of  Leon,  including 
the  students,  are  estimated  at  from  12  to  1500  men; 
the  rabble  are  numerous. 

The  city  of  Leon  is  very  extensive,  it  is  surrounded 
by  a  high  wall,  in  some  places  ruinous.     There  are 
old  Moorish  towers  at  irregular  distances,  several 
gateways  without  gates,  but  a  little  trouble  may 
repair  the  chasms  and  blockade  the  gateways.    The 
siiburbs  embrace  the  wall,  which  in  some  parts 
forms  a  back  for  long  rows  of  mean  houses.     The 
Cit}*  is  not  commanded ;  there  is  some  rising  grouixl 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  to  the  east  and  north, 
excepting  thiis^  the  country  seems  to  be  an  unin** 
ternipted  plain  for  makiy  miles,  fietween  Leon  and 
Astorga  it  is  a  continued  flat,  without  iodosure^r 
obstacle  to  oppose  the  advance  of  troops  from  any 
direction.     Leon,  if  disputed  vigorously,  may  prove 
yeiy  embarrassing  to  the  enemy,,  and  it  is  a  kind  of 
warfare  for  which  the  ^aniards  seem  adapted.-*- 
The  marquk  appears  rather  disposed  to  ri^k  a  ge- 
neral action ;    but  he  says,  what  is  too  true,  that 
his  antiy,  in  ^ect,  is  qo  army.    He  thinks  that  his 
artillery  will  he  wdl  jserved,— it  may  be  so,  but  I 
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*r^?rf."'    ^^""^^  "^-    Two  howitzers  and  eighteen  field-piecev 

^■^^^J^^^  compose  the  number  of  guns  with  us.     Wc  move 

December.     (^  ^e^^  to-da\'.      Thc  mHiquis  communicates  to 

Colonel  Sjmei  *^  * 

toiirj.Moorr.  youF  cxcellcncy  the  intelligence  he  has  rccciveil-— 

Mansilla  is  not  capable  of  defence ;  and  breaking 
the  bridge,  the  marquis  thinks,  xptlt  not  be  any  ma- 
terial  obstacle  to  the  enemy.  In  the  present  state 
of  the  weather  I  think  it  would  impede  his  pro- 
gress. 

I  aniy  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  faithful  humble  servant, 

M.  Syues. 

Agreeably  to  the  arrangement  of  sir  John  Moore 
the  division  of  general  Fraser,  followed  by  that  of 
general  Hope,  marched  on  the  24th  of  Decembei* 
to  Valderos  and  Majorga,  and  sir  David  Baird*ft 
proceeded  to  Valencia,  where  lord  Paget  was  or- 
dered to  push  strong  patroles  of  cavalry  close  to 
the  advanced  posts  of  the  enemy,  for  their  conceal* 
mcnt. 

The  reserve,  with  two  light  corps,  retired  from 
Saliagun  on  the  morning  of  the  SJth,  by  the  route 
of  general  Hope;  lord  Paget  remained  with  the  ca- 
valry till  evening:  sir  John  Moore  accompanied 
the  last  corps. 

Thus  commenced  an  operation  certainly  the 
most  uublcssed  that  was  ever  recorded  in  militaiy 
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history,  either  antient  or  modern;  whatever  the    book  iii. 

CHAP.  IX. 

various  merits  or  demerits  ascribed  to  it  by  the  nu*    Vi^v«^/ 

*^  1808. 

merous  advocates  on  either  side  who  took  a  share     OtceaUr. 
in  the  discussion  to  which  it  gave  rise,  —a  discussion 
almost  unprecedented  even  in  an  age  remarkable 
for  military  deliberations. 
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CHAP.  X. 


THE  RETREAT  OF  THE  BRITrSH  ARMT^ 


BOOKni. 


1806. 
December* 


Peculiar  Circwnstances  of  this  Retreat.^— Safe  Pas* 
sage  of  the  Eslar. — Spirited  Affairs  of  the  Reserot 
under  Lord  Paget ^  particularly  the  Tenth  and 
Eighteenth  Hussars^  with  Colonel  Ldgh^  Captain 
Jones^  (§*c. — Disorders  of  the  Army  impatient  ^ 
retiring  from  the  Enemy ^^-General  Orders  f of 
the  Retreat. — Letter  of  Sir  John  Moore  to  the 
Marquis  Romana,  communicating  his  Decision 
against  fighting  a  Battle. — III  founded  Surprise 
that  the  other  Spanish  Armies  did  not  create  a 
Diversion  in  favour  of  the  Retreat^  by  attackinjg 
the  French. — Recapitulatory  Communication  id 
the  British  Government. — Brilliant  Affair  of  the 
British  Reserve  under  Lord  Paget  and  General 
Stewart,  with  the  imperial  Guards  of  Buonaparte^ 
under  General  Lefebvre,  in  which  their  Cam' 
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minder  a^SaeteratG^k^iWis^  taktn^ — Despair- 
ing  CmmunicMthfi  cf  Sir  John  Modrt  t0  £0f^ 
CMtkrtdgk,  md  wffoufided  G^lainM'  of  Mw- 
qvu  liomana.--^TMubordinathn  of  iht  Armj^^^^ 
Extraordinary  Accunmkiiion  of  DiMsters.^^Rd- 
fMonstrances  of  British  Oenerals.'^BxertUms  iff 
tht  Junta  and  Mr.  F^ere.'^-'findily  desp^^ng 
Communication  of  Sir  John  Modro  to  the  British 
^hoenmmt.^^^^rderi/or  embarking  the  Brkioh 
Army. 


n 


'i   THE  military  reader,  in  contetnplatinff  the  m-   BOO»ni. 
tml  wfaicb  n  tbs  melancholy  9ub)ect  of  the  pvA-  v.^^v^^^^ 
sent  dhaptei^  nmsC  '^Ismib  fioiti  iiiil  mtnd-lihe  nf-    Prcenbo. 
iilf  mbranctf  of  those  splendid  acts  df  anciedt  ntA     • 
aodcra  bitfOory  ifvSiichr^rrtied  the  studies  of*  bib 
youth,  and  thetexemplard  of  his  martial  career*;    ^: 
.  lie  must  prepare  himself'  for  a .  new .  subject  of 
military  experience,  which,  tliough  less  useful  ind 
atdgulariy  unhappy,  is  yet  not  without  advant^s 
in  wliich,  though  neither  the  vigour  and  ready  ic^ 
men  of  Xenophon,  nor  tiie  steady  march  of  MtMrenu^ 
)8  apparent,  the  direful  eflfectis  of  a  total  trant^  of 
^MTgy^of a  vaccillating spirit,  of  adespondinghdibit; 
will  beJeeiiy  both  as  relates  to  the  troops  andth^ 
service.  ■  •"• 

Hesitatmg  and  doubtful,  after  a  long  and  hnpor- 
tant  period;  lopt  19  Tann  sqggnttoiis  and-  ureak  sur 

VOI^  III.  B  b 
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*c^?F^i"^  agreeably  to  his  long  expectatkm^  his  dengm  (so 
^-^jv^^'^  difficult  alas !  to  be  conceived  by  his  amy)  were 
Dccei^ber.  discovcred  by  Buonaparte,  for  which  discoveiy  he 
was  at  the  same  time  entirely  prepared. 

And  the  ^^arrative  also  deems  it  necessaiy  to 
point  out  the  plan  of  Buonaparte,  which  seemed  to 
be  as  follows : 

The  British  army,  by  a  feigned  retreat  of  Soul^ 
was  to  be  led  on  to  Burgos,  or  as  far  eastward  as 
possible,  while  another  corps,  taking  the  course  c£ 
Leon,  should  turn  its  left  flank,  and  prevent  its  re- 
treat. The  corps  marching  on  Badajos  was  coun- 
termanded on  Salamanca,  while  Buonaparte,  with 
all  the  disposable  force  at  Madrid  and  the  Escurial, 
moved  directly  (it  need  not  be  added  rapidly)  to 
Benavente. 

The  British  army  was,  it  seems,  to  be  surrounded 
before  it^  arrival  in  Galicia.  Sir  John  Moore  saw 
(says  the  Narrative)  the  whole  plan^  had ''  calculated 
the  tim^y*  and  was  prepared  for  the  danger ! 

Sir  John  Moore  immediately  prepared  ibr  retreat 

Soult  was  strongly  reinforced  between  Carrioii 
and  Saldatia,  behind  the  river.  Junot,  advancing 
from  Burgos  to  Palencia,  threatened  die  British 
right  flankt  The  advanced  guard  of  the  cavalry 
attached  to  Buonaparte,  passed  through  Tordesillaa 
on  the  S4th,  while  the  British  lefk  Sahagun^  aod 
both  advanced  towards  Benavente*    A  corps  undcf 
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the  duke  of  Dantzic  was  countennaiided  from  Ta-  ^«^?*,?^*^ 
lavera  towards  Salamanca.    The  duke  of  Treviso 
was  even  halted,  according  to  the  Narrative,  on  his 
march  against  Sarragosa. 

Of  the  three  routes  across  the  river  Essbr,  that 
by  Mamsilla^  where  there  is  a  good  bridge,  was  ia 
possession  of  the  marquis  fiomana's  troops,  who 
had  also  necessarily  exhausted  the  couatry.  The 
whole  army  would  be  endangered  by  the  swell  of 
the  river  at  the  ferry  at  Valencia ;  nor  could  an 
adequate  supply  of  food  and  covering  be  obtained 
in  that  neighbourhood.  Sir  David  Baird,  therefore^ 
sunrched  by  that  route;  the  remainder  by  Castro 
Gonstdo^  where  was  also  a  bridge,  and  which  led 
to  Benavente,  where,  and  at  Zamora,  were  the  stores 
and  magazines. 

The  marquis  Romana  left  three  thousand  men 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  at  the  request  of  sir  John 
Moore,  to  defend  the  passage  of  the  river,  and  then 
retired  to  Leon. 

The  Narrative  contains  many  deductions  not  al- 
together obvious,  and  entirely  unnecessary  to  the 
explanation  of  the  French  plan  of  operations  des-^ 
cribed,  which  certainly  seems  to  hav^  been  to  suf* 
lound  from  all  points  the  British  army. 

Sir  John  Mcore  thus  communicates  his  plan : 
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CBAP.  IS. 


Sakigun,  Dee.  24*  180S. 

Sir, 

IVIy  information  this  morning  states,  that 

Sir  J.  Moon  to  .,./•  viit 

the  rnvqau  of    the  Frcnch  Iiave  received  remtbrcements.      I  shall 

begin  my  retreat  to-morrow  morning  with  a  part 
of  the  infantry,  the  rest  will  follow  with  the  ca- 
valry the  day  after.  It  is  of  great  importanoe  to 
me  that  you  should  keep  a  strong  corps  at  Man- 
silla,  to  defend  the  bridge  there,  whilst  I  march  ia 
two  divisions  on  Valencia  and  Benavente.  The 
corps  which  passes  at  Valencia  will  remain  on  the 
opposite  side  to  guard  the  ferry,  until  the  corps 
which  marches  on  Benavente  has  passed  the  bridge 
at  that  place.  Sir  David  Baird  commands  the  di- 
vision which  goes  to  Valencia ;  I  shall  march  widi 
the  other  to  Benavente.  My  hopes  are  to  cross 
'  the  river  Esslar  before  I  am  interrupted ;  when  once 

across,  my  communications  with  the  Galicias  will 
be  secure ;  and,  if  pressed  then,  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  try  an  action. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  make  this  commam- 
cation  to  your  excellency.    You  will,  I  suppopci 

• 

think  it  right,  when  I  am  passed,  to  order  the  boats 
upon  the  river  to  be  destroyed.  /  hoot  only  tm  rO' 
peat  my  request^  that  Astarga  and  its  ndghbom^ 
hood  may  be  left  for  the  British  troops^  together 
with  the  passage  into  the  GaUcias^  and  not  oocufkd 
ky  those  unier  your  excellency's  command.    Yqii 
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will  find  no  inclination  in  me  to  abandon  the  Spa-  *^^jf,J?* 
nish  cause,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  desire  to 
<XM>perate  with  you  for  the  general  good; 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  MooRE« 

The  request  wiiich  closes  this  letter  is  one  of  a 
moat  extraordinary  kind.  Sir  John  Moore  must  at 
least  have  known  the  state  of  the  Spanish  army ; 
^fxd  ought  to  have  known  whether  any  other  route 
was  left  open  to  it  But  this  will  be  seen  hereafter. 

Whether  in  advance  or  retreat,  sir  John  Moore's 
iiedentary  system  seemed  constantly  to  prevail,  and  n 

Sahagun  to  replace  Salamanca,  as  appears  from  the 
following  answer  to  a  request  of  interview  from  the 
i^arquis  Romana. 

Sahagvn,  Dec.  24,  1608. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  excel-  sir  lmmrm 

the  nttovit  ot 

'  Iency*8  letter  of  this  date.  There  is  nothing  I  wish  iUmMaa. 
80  much  as  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you ; 
but,  in  the  present  situation  of  this  army,  it  is  im* 
possible  for  me  to  leave  it  for  a  moment  Once 
across  the  Esslar,  and  I  will  ride  any  distance  to 
have  the  honour  of  meeting  you.  I  shall  remain 
here  with  the  cavalry  until  the  ftflenioon  to-morrow, 
and  shall  leave  them  to  join  the  division  of  the  in* 
lantiy  in  die  evenings  which  wHl  be  at  Majdi^ 
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^^«Ai^i"^       If  your  excellency  can  iiiake  it  convenient  to 

^^">'^^*^  come  there,  you  will  make  me  very  happy ;  but  if 

^^«*«**'-     this  be  inconvenient,  I  shall  go  to  you  when  I  reach 

the  marqou  of    Bcnaventc.    The  French  continue  to  receive  rein- 

forcements.  A  considerable  number  arrived  atPa- 
lencia  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  MoosEi 

The  marquis  de  Romana  seems  now  to  have  re- 
signed his  correspondence  with  sir  John  Moore. 

'  MamUa,  Dee.  25,  IS08,  mte  c^clock. 

Sir, 
Cokmei  Svmfs  I  had  the  honour  of  your  note  early  this 

tow  J.  Moore.  .  ,  ^  ,,  i»  ^i_  •-_«_•.  t_ 

morning,  and  am  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  winch 
prevents  a  meeting  between  your  excellency  and 

the  marquis  at  present.    The  marquis,  for  reaaons 

• 

of  the  same  nature,  cannot  leave  his  troops ;  indeed, 
his  presence  is  indispensably  requisite,  for  he  hal 
no  second  to  whom  he  can  confide  his  diarge.  Ge- 
neral Blake  is  at  Leon.  The  marquis  stya^  diat 
wherever  else  he  may  go,  it  is  impassiblejar  km  U 
send  any  part  of  his  troops  into  the  Asturias^  as 
the  roads  are  now  impassable;  the  snow  hasfattdk 
in  unusual  quantity.  The  marquis's  idea  seems  to 
be  tha(  of  retiring  on  Astorga,  but  not  precipitatdj; 
to  put  Leon  in  the  best  possible,  state  of  dc^mti^ 
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and  to  leave  there  8,000  men  and  some  gun*.*^     c^af.  ix. 
These  troops,  when  added  to  the  armed  iiihabitaots  ^^^gosT 
and  the  volunteers  who  are  armed  and  under  a  sort  ^  ,    , «    ' 
of  training,  may  ioipede  the  progress  of  an  enemy^  toiirJ.Mooc** 
give  him  much  trouble,  and  afford  protection  to 
your  left  flank.    The  volunteers  of  Leon,  including 
the  students,  are  estimated  at  from  12  to  1500  inen; 
the  rabble  are  numerous. 

The  city  of  Leon  is  very  extensive,  it  is  surrounded 
by  a  high  wall,  in  some  places  ruinous.     There  are 
old  Moorish  towers  at  irr^^lar  distances,  several 
gateways  without  gates,   but  a  little  trouble  may 
repair  the  chasms  and  blockade  the  gateways.    The 
siiburbs  embrace  the  wall,  which  in  some  parts 
forms  a  back  for  long  rows  of  mean  houses.     The 
Cit}Msnot  commanded ;  there  is  some  rising  grouixl 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  to  the  east  and  iiortbi 
excepting  this»  the  country  seems  to  be  an  unin*- 
terrupted  plain  for  many  miles,  fietween  Leon  and 
Astorga  it  is  a  continued  flat,  without  iodosure/or 
obstacle  to  oppose  the  advance  of  troops  from  any 
direction.     Leon,  if  disputed  vigorously,  may  prove 
very  embarrassing  to  the  enemy,  and  it  is  a  kind  of 
vrarfare  for  which  the  ^aniards  seem  adapted.-*- 
The  marqub  appears  rather  disposed  to  risk  a  ge- 
neral action ;    but  he  says,  what  is  too  true,  that 
his  antiy,  in  ^ect,  is  no  army.    He  thinks  that  his 
artillery  will  be  wdl  jserved,— it  may  be  so,  but  I 
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*CT?iff  "^   doubt  it.    Two  howitzers  and  eighteen  field-piecev 

^■^J^^^^  compose  the  immber  of  guns  with  us.      We  move 

Dec»mber.     (^  Le^jj  to-dav.      The  marquis  communicates  to 

Colonel  SjiDc*  -^  *  . 

to  dr  J.  Moore,  your  cxcellency  the  intelligence  he  has  received. — 

Mansilla  is  not  capable  of  defence ;  and  breaking 
the  bridge,  the  marquis  thinks,  toill  not  be  any  ma^ 
ierial  obstacle  to  the  enemy.  In  the  present  state 
of  tlie  weather  I  think  it  would  impede  his  pro- 
gress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  faithful  humble  servant, 

M.  Stubs. 

Agreeably  to  the  arrangement  of  sir  John  Moore 
the  division  of  general  Fraser,  followed  by  that  of 
general  Hope,  marched  on  the  24th  of  December 
to  Valderos  and  Majorga,  and  sir  David  Baird*i. 
proceeded  to  Valencia,  where  lord  Paget  was  o^ 
dered  to  push  strong  patroles  of  cavalry  close  to 
the  advanced  posts  of  the  enemy,  for  their  conceal- 
ment. 

Tlie  reserve,  with  two  light  corps,  retired  from 
Sahagun  on  the  morning  of  the  S5th,  by  the  route 
of  general  Hope ;  lord  Paget  remained  with  the  ca- 
valry till  evening:  sir  John  Moore  accompanied 
the  last  corps. 

Thus  commenced  an  operation  certainly  die 
most  unblessed  that  was  ever  recorded  in  militaiy' 
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history,  either  antient  or  modern;  whatever  the 
various  merits  or  demerits  ascribed  to  it  by  the  nu- 
merous advocates  on  either  side  who  took  a  share 
in  the  discussion  to  which  it  gave  rise,  —a  discussion 
almost  unprecedented  even  in  an  age  remarkable 
for  military  deliberations. 
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Peculiar  Circumstances  of  this  RetreaL^—Safe  Pas* 
sage  of  the  Eslar. — Spirited  Jffairs  of  the  Resent 
under  Lord  Paget,  particularly  the  Tenth  and 
Eighteenth  Hussars^  xoith  Colonel  Leigh,  Captaht 
Jones,  Sfc. — Disorders  of  the  Army  impatient  qf 
retiring  from  the  Enemy  ^^--General  Orders f of 
the  Retreat. — Letter  of  Sir  John  Moore  to  the 

■ 

Marquis  Romana^  communicating  his  Decision 
against  fighting  a  Battle. — III  founded  Surprist 
that  the  other  Spanish  Armies  did  not  create  4 
Diversion  in  favour  of  the  Retreat ,  by  attacking 
the  French. — Recapitulatory  Communication  to 
the  British  Government. — Brilliant  Affair  qftht 
British  Reserve  under  Lord  Paget  and  General 
Stewart ^  with  the  imperial  Guards  of  Buonapartef 
under  General  Lefebvre^  in  tvhich  their  Com' 


.  n 


itlg  Cimminicatkm  if  Sif  John  Modre  to  L^ni  '^  ^ 
CMtkredgk,  md  wffou^ded  Coinpl&inM  ofMsr- 
quii  R0mana.--^rksubordination  of  ikt  Arm^^^^ 
Eittraordinary  Accumulation  of  Disasters.*^ Rt- 
ntonstrances  of  Britlsk  Generats.-^tlxeftUMs  iff 
the  Junta  and  Mr.  Fi^ere.-^^indllif  de^iof^ng 
Communication  if  Sir  John  Mooro  to  ike  British 
Ooi>€rMment.^*^rikr$/ot  embarking  the 
Army. 


.1  i 


'.   THE  mtUtary  reader,  hi  oonletnplatiDg  the  re-   boos^iu. 
treat  whicb  »  a«  melancholy  fiib)ect  of  the  pne^  ^«#^v*^i^. 
sent  chaptei^  most  distnib  fioih  iiiiBl  mind  Ale  ii^     Srcembo. 
vAtmhnmci  of  those^  splendid  acts  <>f  anciedt  srfiA      • 
modem  Maoafity  wbMh'iATttKd  the  studies  of  Ilk 
you  thy  and  the  exemplars  of  his  martkd  caneer#    "■ : 
.  He  must:  prepare  hinyselffor  a .  new .  sul^ect  of 
military  experience,  which,  tliough  less  useful  and 
singiiUurly  unhappy,  is  yet  not  withoirt  advantages 
in  wliich,. though  neidier  the  vigour  and  ready  ic^ 
men  of  Xenophon,  nor  the  steady  march  of  McMreAU; 
is  apparent,  the  direfiil  efiects  of  a  total  \rant^  of 
energy^of a  vacctllating spirit,  of  adesponding habit, 
will  be  4een,  both  as  relates  to  the  troops  and  thte 
service.  ...'•..,.. 

Hcsitatmg  and  doubtful^  after  a  long  and  hnpor- 
tant  period:  l€pt  m  vain  sQggwttons  md  wk  sur 
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miseSy  in  indecisive  arrangements  and  oonflictiBg 
views,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful^  weU-appomted, 
i>weaiUrs6.  and,  upon  the  whole,  not  ill-provisioned  army,  oom- 
manded  (under  him)  by  several  of  the  best  generab 


1808. 


*•♦  l»   >  If  111 


in  the  world,  at  the  moment  when  both 

ers  and  soldiery  had  been  led  to  expect  the  ooo- 

summation  of  their  hopes;   notwithstanding  the 

gloomy  prospect  of  evils  which  had  taciimalatod 

alone  by  delay,  sir  John  Moore  detennined  upon 

retreat 

Deliberately,  indeed,  (as  it  is  called  in  the  Nanrar 
tive,  which  must  be  accepted  as  the  memoir  ofitlis 
genera!,)  was  this  retrograde  expedition  comnMnoed^ 
like  the  advance  of  which  it  formed  the  ccmduaMm. 
On  the  fiGth  December,  sir  David  Baird  paaacd  the 
ferry  of  the  Esslar,  vrith  less  difficulty  dian  wit«[» 
pected;  took  post  at  Valencia;  and  wrote  to  the 
marquis  Romana  to  blo^  up  the  bridge  of  Man- 
silla. 

The  other  divisions  passed  equally  unmolerted 
to  Castro  Gonsalo,  where  lord  Paget  fell  in  widi 
one  of  the  detachments  of  the  enemy. 

Colonel  Leigh,  by  direction  of  his  loidaUp^ 
charged  this  detachment  in  a  masterly  manner,  wMl 
two  squadrons  of  the  10th  hussars,  on  the  veiy 
summit  of  a  steep  hill,  where  it  had  halted :  keep- 
iug  one  squadron  in  reserve,  he  led  the  other,  under 
a  severe  fire  or  che  enemy,  briskly  up .  the  hill ;  as 
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he  approached  the  niggfdl  8iiiniiiit»  he  reined  in  §or  ^f^f[  ^ 
a  moment,  and  then  d|Mihing  m  upon  the  en«ay, 
faeoke  and  ctestroyed  them,  leaving  mairsr  kUled  and 
takioff  upwards  of  a  hnndrodpiiseBiefft.      '   .  t 

This  audacity  was  equalled  by  that  of  the  18di  Fmch  oiTairy. 
dragoons,  i»  six  chaiges :  with  thirty  captain  Jones 
heat  off  a  hundred  French  dragoons  at  P^lracia, 
kiUed  fimrteeuy  and  took  six  prisoners.  I «  ^' 
'  Oenends  Hope  and  Fra»r  inarched  their  divisions 
to  Beqavente,  the  cavalry,  horse-artiilery,  and  a 
Kgfat  corps,  staying  for  the  nigfaA  at  Castra  Gon- 
's^lo.* 

It  onty  remuned  for  the  rear  guaid  to  cross  ^ 
Saslar,  in  which  it  equally  succeeded  with  theother 
^^isiom  of  die  amy ; .  it  ia  stated  '■  by  h/b^  James     ^ 
Moore's^  Narrative^  '*  after  compl^dy  Uowing  up 
diebridgei'^  .  '• 

'.V  •  .  ■ 

,r1  ^  ■  .      '  •   .      <   •  ■ 

But  here  commenced  those  circumstances  of  the 
retreat,  which,  as  they  related  to  the  energies,  of  the 
hiave  and  poweifol  body  of  men  which  formed  this 
army,  as  to  the  success  of  its  eperations,  are  equally 
important^  Without  entering  into  the  causes  or 
effects  at  the  moment,  the  following  rrialton  of  the 

t  On  the  24th«  It  aeemt^  Buooapai tf  omrcfatd  from  Tordeiilks^ 
120  ipik$  from^Mfukid  aod  MJ^qxh  Benavente ;  strong  cavalry 
detacbmenti  pushed  to  VilUpaoda  and  Maiorga. 

Bbe 
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^«^^  IT"  Narrative,  as  explanatorj^  of  the  ideas  of  the  British 
general  on  the  subject,  is  added : 

It  now  becomes  requisite,  says  tlie  nairatbr,  to 

the  tioopf  oa     make  a  very  painful  confession.     The  anny  whidi^ 

during  the  advance,  had  been  distinguished  for  re- 
guhuity  and  good  conduct,  began  to  display,  on  ths 
retreat,  a  very  opposite  beliaviour.  Tliis  may  ia 
part  be  imputed  to  inattention  in  tlic  Spanbh  itia- 
gistrates,  who,  instead  of  exerting  themselves  •  to 
procure  lodgings  and  necessaries  for  tfaeLitcdbps, 
sometimes  fled  or  hid  themselves.  But  aiuslber 
cause  of  tliese  disorders  was,  undoubtedly,  the  in.* 
dependent  character  of  Britons,  who  always  submit 
to  military  discipline  with  great  reluctance.  Tligr 
were  indignant  at  the  little  assistance  afforded  theOi 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  took  the  opportunity  whidi 
the  retreat  afforded  them,  of  throwing  off.  ttstraiot; 
of  displaying  their  native  humours,  and  of  acting 
too  much  as  tliey  pleased. 

But,  whatever  was  the  cause,  the  general  was 
most  desirous  to  stop  tliis  misconduct,  both  fioni 
humanity  to  the  Spaniards,  and  for  die  safe^  of 
his  own  army.  Ue  therefore  issued  out  the  follow^ 
ing  orders:—  ' 

General  Orders. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  has  observed 
with  concern  the  extreme  bad  conduct  of  the  frqops 
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at  a  momeAt  \ipheii .  tlkywt  abodt  M  come-  mto  ^^*  ^• 
am  tact  trith  the  eifemy^  aiKl>  wheAf  die  greatttt  re^ 
golarity  and  the  best  coui^act  ^rfc  (be  ifttat  leqihUi 


site.  He  is  tile  more  concenied  at  thiA^  an,  untiSif 
lately,  .the  bebaFtioitr  of  tliat  'part  of  the  ardi^^  afe 
least,  which  was  4iiide#  bis  own  lAimediate  eoin^^ 
mand,  was  exemplary,  and  did  them  much  bcmourv^ 

The  misbehaviour  of.  the  troops  in  the  cotiimn 
which  Bfiarched  by  Valderas  to  this  place,  exceeds^ 
what  he  couki  hare  believed  of  British  soldiers^*^ 
It  is  disgraceful  to  the  ofiicers,  as  it  Wrongly  mark^ 
their  negligence  and  inattention.  i 

Tho  commander  of  the  forces  reftfs  to  the  gene^ 
ral  orders  of  the  15th  of  October,  and  of  the  llt^ 
of  November.  He  desires  that  they  may  be  ajgaitt 
Tead  at  the  head  of  every  company  of  the  army : 
lie  can  add  nothing  but  his  determinatioSi  to  exe» 
cute  them  to  the  fullest  extent  He  can  feel  no 
mercy  towards  officers  who  neglect,  in  ttmea  Kkm 
these,  esseAtial  duties;  or  towards  soldiers  who  in^^ 
jure  tht  country  they  are  sent  to  protect.  Itht 
Spanish  forces  have  been  overpowered ;  and  until 
such  time  as  they  are  re-assembled,  and  ready  agala 
to  come  forward,  the  situation  of  the  army  must 
be  arduous,  and  such  as  to  call  for  the  exertion  of 
qualities  the  most  rare  and  valuable  in  a  military 
hody.  These  arv  not  bravery  alone^  but  patience 
and  constancy  under  fatigue  and  hardship  pbekHr 
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^cnif  «^       ^^  y^^^  excellency  can  make  it  convenient  to 

^•^"^j^"*^  come  there,  you  will  make  me  very  happy ;  but  if 

December,     this  bc  incoDvcnient,  I  shall  go  to  you  when  I  reach 

the  Buuqou  of    Benavcntc.    The  French  continue  to  receive  rein- 

forcements.  A  considerable  number  arrived  at  Pa* 
lencia  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moors. 

The  marquis  de  Romana  seems  now  to  have  r^ 
signed  his  correspondence  with  sir  John  Moore. 

*  Manrilla,  Dee.  25 »  \90S,  mte  c^cbfdt. 

Sir, 
CokMiei  svmfs  I  had  the  honour  of  your  note  early  this 

to  dr  J.  Moore.  .  .  >,  ,,  /•  ^v  ■        -^         i_».  i. 

mommg,  and  am  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  which 
prevents  a  meeting  between  your  excellenqr  Rud 

the  marquis  at  present.    The  marquis,  for  reatons 

• 

of  the  same  nature,  cannot  leave  his  troops ;  indeed, 
liis  presence  is  indispensably  requisite,  ibr  he  hil 
no  second  to  whom  he  can  confide  his  cliaige.  Ge- 
neral Blake  is  at  Leon,  The  marquis  saya^  tfalt 
wherever  else  he  may  go,  it  is  impassiblcjar  himU 
send  any  part  of  his  troops  into  the  Asturias^  as 
the  roads  are  now  impassable  ;  the  snow  kasfiMSk 
in  unusual  quantity.  The  marquis's  idea  seema  tb 
be  tha(  of  retiring  on  Astorga,  but  not  precipitRt^i 
to  put  Leon  in  the  best  possible,  state  of  d^BMi^ 


•      t^NDEft  SIR  JOHN  MOORE.  ^^ 

ftDcI  to  leave  there  2,000  men  and  some  guns.-*-     c^af.  ix. 


Colonel  Sj 


These  troops,  when  added  to  the  armed  iiihabitaott 

and  the  volunteers  who  are  armed  and  under  a  sort  ^  .    .  ^  «^ 

Colonel  ^>M* 

of  training,  may  impede  the  progress  of  an  enemy,  toik  j.bIooco* 
give  him  much  trouble,  and  afford  protection  to 
your  left  flank.    The  volunteers  of  Leon,  including 
the  students,  are  estimated  at  from  12  to  1500  men; 
the  rabble  are  numerous. 

The  city  of  Leon  is  very  extensive,  it  is  surrounded 
by  a  high  wall,  in  some  places  ruinous.     There  are 
old  Moorish  towers  at  irregular  distances,  several 
gateways  without  gates,  but  a  little  trouble  may 
repair  the  chasms  and  blockade  the  gateways.    The 
suburbs  embrace  the  wall,  which  in  some  parts 
forms  a  back  for  long  rows  of  mean  houses.     The 
tit}*  is  not  commanded ;  there  is  some  rising  ground 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  to  the  east  and  north, 
excepting  this,  the  countiy  seems  to  be  an  unin- 
terrupted plain  for  matey  miles.  Between  Leon  and 
Astoiga  it  is  a  continued  flat,  without  incbsure  or 
obstacle  to  oppose  the  advance  of  troops  from  any 
direction*     Leon,  if  disputed  vigorously,  may  prove 
very  embarrassing  to  the  enemy,  and  it  is  a  kind  of 
warfare  for  which  the  Spaniards  seem  adapted.— 
The  marquk  appears  rather  disposed  to  risk  a  ge- 
neral action ;    but  he  says,  what  is  too  true,  that 
his  antiy,  in  ^ect,  is  no  army.    He  thinks  that  his 
artillery  will  be  wdl  jsorved,— it  may  be  so,  but  I 
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*CT?Ffi"''   doubt  it.    Two  howitzers  and  eighteen  field-pieces 

^■^J^^^-^  compose  the  number  of  guns  with  us.      We  move 

^^***"****'-     to  Leon  to-day.      The  marquis  communicates  to 

Colonel  Sjtiiet  *^  * 

to  or  J.Moore,  your  excellency  the  intelligence  he  has  received. — 

Mansilla  is  not  capable  of  defence ;  and  breaking 
the  bridge,  the  marquis  thinks,  xoill  not  be  any  ma- 
terial obstacle  to  the  enemy.  In  the  present  state 
of  the  weather  I  think  it  would  impede  his  pro- 
gress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  faithful  humble  servant, 

M.  Syjies. 

Agreeably  to  the  arrangement  of  sir  John  Moore 
the  division  of  general  Fraser,  followed  by  that  of 
general  Hope^  marched  on  the  24th  of  December 
to  Valderos  and  Majorga,  and  sir  David  Bainl*s 
proceeded  to  Valencia,  where  lord  Paget  was  or- 
dered to  push  strong  patroles  of  cavaliy  close  to 
the  advanced  posts  of  the  enemy,  for  their  conceal* 
ment 

The  reserve,  with  two  light  corps,  retired  from 
Sahagun  on  the  morning  of  the  S5th,  by  the  route 
of  general  Hope ;  lord  Paget  remained  with  the  ct* 
valry  till  evening:  sir  John  Moore  acoompanicd 
the  last  corps. 

Thus  commenced  an  operation  certainly  dw 
most  unblessed  that  was  ever  recorded  in  militaiy^' 
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history,  either  antient  or  modern;  whatever  the 
various  merits  or  demerits  ascribed  to  it  by  the  nu- 
merous advocates  on  either  side  who  took  a  share 
in  the  discussion  to  which  it  gave  rise,  —a  discussion 
almost  unprecedented  even  in  an  age  remarkable 
for  military  deliberations. 
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^fJif.U^  ofthesoufh.    My  opinMn  ia,  tliat<»lnttfeis  tlie 

^^^^J^^]^^  game  of  Buonaparte,  not  oure.    .  We  shoHH:  if  fiil- 

i>ccember.     lowed,  take  defensive  posttiona  in .  the  ihouataini^ 

Sir  John  Moore 

u>  the  marquis    wliere  liis  cavalrv  can  bo  of  no  use  to.  him:  and 

there  'either  engage  him  in  an  unequal  contest  with 

us,  oblige  him  to  employ  a  considerable  ooips  to 

watch  us,  or  to  retire  upon  Madrid :   in  which.  Iflflt 

case  we  should  again  come  forth  into  the  plaiiv  In 

this  manner  we  give  time  ibr  the  arrival  of  teio- 

forcements  from  England,  your  army  .to  be  formed 

and  equipped,  and  that  of  the  south  to  come  forth. 

In  short,  the  game  of  Spain  and  of  England,  which 

must  always  be  the  same,  is  to  procrastinate  and 

to  gain  time ;  and  not,  if  it  can  be  helped,  to  place 

the  whole  stake  upon  the  hazard  of  a  battle^    ^     .i 

The  people  of  this  part  of  Spain  seem  to  be  k» 

well-disposed  than  those  I  have  hitherto  met  vntbL 

They  perhaps  think  that  we  mean  to  abandon  theim 

It  would  have  a  good  effect  if  you  explained <  to 

them,  in  a  proclamation,  that  this  was  by  no  meus 

either  yogr  intention  or  tlmt  of  the  Britiib  arniyt 

and  call  upon  the  alcaides  and  corregtdors  to  renuiia 

at  their  posts,  and  to  be  of  all  the  use  in  theif  ^ 

power  to  the  different  armies  both  Spanish  and  Bn* 

tish.    Some  of  them  of  late  haye  run  away  from 

the  towns,  which  has  been  the  unavoidable  cauM 

of  irregularities  having  been  committed   fay  the 

troops ;  for,  when  the  magistrates  a^  not  pfeicM 
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/  Duriog  tlir  ]iMi9cfa:taBemv^ntei  it;  8eem%  i^  cont 
fidential  person,  whose  intelligence  had  alw^yafeetti 
correct,  came  up  with  the  general  at  Fuentes.  He 
had ifWKeci. Buonaparte  wfl.faM  ar«y;  rwha  wwe 
natutaHjjr  eifough  mjikiiig  forced -fiiarcfaca  ta/0¥Af!r 
take  the  British, 

And  (adds  the  Narrative)  it  appeared  from  seve* 
ral  Vddotinfts,  that  in  contradiction  to  the  declara- 
tions and  information  so  repeatedly  traoMtfted 
from  the  central*  junta  'ated''Mr,»  Vter6f  not  the 
sl^test  movanenlt  Va^  i^ade  by  itifi  Spanish  a)u 
mies;  who  permitted  th^'vinteus  iKvtMM  bi  the 
eiitfmy^  army  to  traverse  Spftitf  iii-^jn^'direetiMii 
with  as^  much  tranquiffity^  tts  Frttate j  wHlb  tMl  ^ 
s^tttia}  difference;  that  the^1Spftff%l!rd»f1lrlt{sll«d  thtiil 
with  every  supp]^ibf:ik>thih§^,#h(<ftMli^f'ri^ 
they-titust  havt^  paid  l^^Wfiat  t^^i^aitl^^^ 
Whence  these  aecoaii^Hi^eM^deH5^<^i)e§^^ 
ever  appear.    *    ■'  ■'••*■'  ^*^  ^  *   -  ''''«^i'^'»i^  >-^  la.nry.ui 

Notwfthstalndtng  thi#  linf^^hMe  iiitiflfjgeiNN^ 
says  the  Narrative,  stf  Jdlitt'lddi^' hait'atill  iorti 
expectations  of  being  ablie  to  maiMaili  a  fi)d^ii|^  i^ 
8^.    He  hoped  tiitehe'Spatiiai^^s^ 


;.    '» 
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^eM.  ™'  declarations  and  promises,  would  rouse  Aemadves 
to  make  some  efibrt ;  and  peifaaps  want  of  im>- 
visions  for  ao  lai^ge  an  army  might  stop  the  advance 
of  the  French.  It  was  his  earnest  wish  to  nuuntaun 
himself  in  the  mountains  of  Galida ;  and  to  retire 
to  the  ooasty  unless  compelled  fay  great  supeiiority 
of  numbers. 


these  hopes  and  views,  a  sufficient 
ed  in  the  following  reci^itulatory 


V  • ; » » I » I 


cation : — 

BtimaiU,  tsa  Dec.  ISOS. 

My  lord, 
sir  John  Moore  Since  I  liad  the  honour  to  address  yp^ 

iM^  upon  the  16th,  from  Toro,  the  army  has  beoi 

almost  constantly  marching  through  snow,  an^ 
witli  cold  that  has  been  very  intense.  The  weadier 
within  these  few  days  has  tamed  to  rain,  whidi  ii 
much  more  uncomfortable  than  the  cold,  and  bu 
rendered  the  roads  almost  impassable.  On  the  Slst 
the  army  reached  Sahagun ;  it  was  necessary  to 
halt  there,  In  order  to  refresh  the  men,  and  6a 
account  of  provisions.    The  information  I  reoeiyi^ 

■  • 

was,  that  marshal  Soult  was  at  SaMana  with  aboiit 
16,000  men,   with   posts   along  the  river  tarn, 
Guarda  to  Carrion. 
The  army  was  ordered  to  mardi  in  two  ^^^ffnin# 
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at  eight  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  CH  to  fow*  ^Jjl*  J[^ 
die  bridge  at  Garrion,  and  from  tliettce  proceed  to 
Sridana.    At  six  o'clock  that  evenimr  I  received 

9r  Jobn  Moofc 

iiifbrinati<m  that  considerable  remibforaienti  had  to  feid 
arrived  at  Carrion  from  Palencia;  «ld  a  letter 
iiom  the  marquis  de  la  Romana  infemied  me,  that 
the  French  were  advancing  from  Madrid,  rither  to 
Valladolid  or  Salamanca.  It  v^as  evident  that  it 
iras  too  late^  to  prosecute  the  attempt  upon  Soult ; 
that  I  must  be  satisfied  with  the  diversion  I  had 
occasioned)  and  that  I  had  no  time  to  lose  to  secure 
my  retreat.  The  next  morning  general  Hope,  with 
his  own  division  and  that  of  lieutenant-general 
Fraser,  marched  to  Mayorga.  I  sent  sir  David 
Baird  with  his  division  to  pass  the  river  at  Valen 
cia ;  and  I  followed  general  Hope  on  the  25th  with 
the  reserve,  and  the  light  brigades,  by  Mayorga,  Val- 
deros,  to  Benavente ;  the  cavalry  under  lord  P^^get» 
followed  the  reserve  on  the  S6th ;  both  the  latter 
corps  entered  this  place  yesterday.  We  continue 
our  march  on  Astoiga:  generals  Hope  and  Fraser 
are  already  gone  on«  Sir  David  Baird  proceeds  to- 
morrow from  Valencia;  and  I  shall  leave  this  with 
die  reserve  at  the  same  time.  Lord  Paget  will 
remain  with  the  cavalry,  to  give  us  notice  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  Hitherto  their  infantry 
have  not  come  up,  but  they  are  near,  and  the 
cavalry  is  round  us. in  great  numbers;  tli^  are 


380  CAMPAIGNS  IN   SPAIN  ANJP  niBTVGAt. 


BOOK  lUU 
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cliecked  by  ouf  cavalry^  Mfhich  luive.ctbtaia^  bj 
Uneir  spirit  and  enterprise  an  ascendakicy  oi^rihat 
Dccfwhcii     ^f  |.j|^  French  which  uothing  but  great  superioritf , 
to  lomi  £9tdi*    of  nnmbergi  on  their  part  will  get  the  better  o£  •  .. 

The  diversion  made  b^^  our  march  oh  Sahaguiv 
though  at  a  great  risk  to  otiraelves^  l^as  been  oouk 
plete;  it  remains  to  be  seen  What  advantage  the 
Spaniards  in  the  south  will^beabie  to  take  !o£iiL 
But  the  march  of  the  French  on  Badajos  waar  jtop« 
ped  when  its  advanced  guard  had  reached: TaUi%*crft 
de  la  Reina;  and  every  thing  disposable  ia.»ow 

turned  in  this  direction*     Tlie  stares  I  have  coU 

• 

lected  are  moving  back  to  Astorga,  and  those. al! 
Astorga  to  Villafranca.  Tlie  roads  are  very  btdj^ 
and  the  means  of  carriage  scanty.  If  I  aim  prtoed 
I  must  lose  some  of  them ;  and  I  may  be  forced  tjoi 
%ht  a  battle.  This,  however,  I  shall eiuleavour.td 
avoid;  for,  certainly,  in  the  present  state  of  thingi^ 
it  is  more  Buonaparte's  game  tlian.  mine.  It. is 
said  that  he  comes  himself  with  10,000:  of.  faia 
guards.  The  force  moving  against  ua  ciannot  W 
less  than  50,000  men  :  we  shall^  wlien  atlAtttnga^ 
be  about  S7>000.    The  marquis  la  RooaniMi^csuntt 


;t. 


forward  to  Mansilla  with  6^,000,  to  ca^opente  .ividk 
me  in  the  attack  on  Soult:  I  therefoiti  condndb 


that  he  cannot  have  above  8,000  fit  for 

The  country  about  Asts^rga*  offers  no  advantage  td 

an  infevior  army ;  I  shall,  tbcrefone,  not  stog^tiiciil 


^ 


tpo  fqaadions  of  th»  lOdi  atticki^  ^^^^ 

pf  cavaliy  at  Mayoq;a,>  killed  twenty,  and  took 
li)i9veoiie.bttn<faed  pritonem  Our  cavalry  it  vfeiy 
mperior  in  quality.. to  any  the  French. 'have;  and 
(he  right  spirit  1ms  heen  infiised  into  them  by  the 
epuunple  and  instiruction  of  their  two  leaderi,  ferd 
Jpl^get  and  brigadier-gen^fal  Stuart 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  ftc  te4       *  .  / 

Joanr  Mooai.   . 
-    .^  ■      ■  =   '         •      "   ■  ■ 

.^  There  are^  he  adds,  two  loads  to  Vlgb ;  but  that 
hy  Oiense^  though  the  shortest,  is  neillier  practi<» 
jBdble  for  artiUeiy,  nor  for  any  species  of  waggon ; 
fionseipientlyy  tim  British  artirf  took  the  ntad  by 
Aatoiga }  and  orders  were  now  sent  to  sir  David 
Baird,  who  was.stiU  at  Valencia,  to  nfaii^  to  lliat 
point;  white^mi the  S8th  of  December,  generals 
Hope  and  Fraser  proceeded  with  thdr  divisions  to 
LaBanessa. 

..  Kext  morning,  at  day»l»Mk,  after  nearly  twV> 
days  rest,  sir  John  Mooie  folbwed  widi  theici^ 
serve;  aod  kmi  Page^  as  before^  wasordeMdto 
tlMing  op  the  rear  with  the  cavalry. 
-ijBut  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  mornings  befbre  Ms 
]bfdsfaip:had  moved,  some  of  die  enemy's  cavahy 
vere  observed  trying  a  ford  near  the  bridge  which 
had.  Jbeen  blowatup ;  and  presently  between  five 
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BOOK  III.  ^Ytd  six  hundred  of  the  imperial  ffuardu  of  Buotth 
^■^^"^■^  parte  plunged  into  the  river,  and  crossed  ovtt 
^^««^'-  They  were  ininiediately  opposed  by  the  British 
piquets,  who  had  been  much  divided  to  watch  the 
different  fords ;  but  were  quickly  assembfed  hy 
colonel  Otway.  When  united  they  amonnted  only 
to  two  hundred  and  twenty  men.  They  iMired 
slowly  before  such  superiour  numbers,  bravely  dis- 
puting every  inch  of  ground  with  the  enemy. 

• 

The  front  squadrons  repeatedly  charged  each  other; 
«nd  upon  the  piquets  being  reinforced  by  a  small 
party  of  the  3d  dragoons,  they  charged.  :wUli  at 
n>uch  fuiy  that  the  front  squadron  broke  tiliftmi^ 
and  was  for  a  short  time  sunounded^*  kf  tke 
enemy's  rear  squadron  wheeling  upk.  But  tfafl^ 
extricated  themselves,  by  charging  back  agA 
through  tlie  enemy.  They  then  quicUy  laUied^ 
and  formed  with  tlie  rest  of  the  piquets.  '  - 

Lord  Paget  soon  reached  the  field  :  and  bfigSK 
dier-general  Stuart,  at  the  head  of  the  piquets^  wis 
.  sharply  engaged,  the  squadrons  on  both  srdes  some* 
times  intermixing.  His  lordship  was  desinma  of 
drawing  on  the  enemy  farther  from  the  ibrd^'  tSI 
the  10th  hussars,  who  were  formh^  at  aome 
distance,  were  ready.  This  regiment  soon  arrival 
and  lord  Paget  immediately  wheeled  it  into  line^  m 
the  rear  of  the  piquets.    The  latter  then  dnig^ 


\ 
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tvo  squadrons  of  the  10th  attacked  a  detachment  ^^^f^  ^ 
of  cavaliy  at  Mayorga,  killed  twenty,  and  took 
above  one  hundred  prisoners.    Our  cavmlry  is  very 

Sir  Jobn  jmwi 

superior  in  quality  to  any  the  French  have;  and  toMCMii»- 
the  right  spirit  has  been  infused  into  them  by  the 
example  and  instruction  of  their  two  leaders,  lord 
Paget  and  brigadier-general  Stuart 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

John  Moore. 

^  There  are,  he  adds,  two  roads  to  Vigo ;  but  that 
by  Orense,  though  the  shortest,  is  neither  practi* 
cable  for  artillery,  nor  for  any  species  of  waggon ; 
consequently,  the  British  army  took  the  road  by 
Astoiga ;  and  orders  were  now  sent  to  sir  David 
Baird,  who  was  still  at  Valencia,  to  march  to  that 
point ;  while,  on  the  28th  of  December,  generals 
Hope  and  Fraser  proceeded  with  their  divisions  to 
La  Banessa. 

.  Kext  morning,  at  day-break,  after  nearly  two 
days  rest,  sir  John  Moore  followed  with  there^ 
ifrve;  and  lord  Paget,  as  before^  was  ordered  to 
.iMing  up  the  rear  with  the  cavalry. 

.  But  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  his 
kndsfaip  bad  moved,  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
were  oboerved  tiying  a  ford  near  the  bridge  which 
faad^been  blown  up ;  and  presently  between  five 


37S  CAilPAIGNtf^  IN  SrAIN'.-JAVB.yOBTUGAX.. 

^^u^A^.H^  of  the  8outl».    My  opinmn  u|»  thatr*  b^ttftit  llw 

^^■^^J^JJ^  game  of  Buonaparte,  ii6t  oure* .  .  WeishcuiU^tif -fii^ 

December,     lowed,  takc  defensive  Msttiops  in:  the  niouataui% 

Sir  John  Moore 

to  the  marquis    where  his  cavalrv  can  be  of  no  use  to.  htm ;  and 

there  either  engage  him  in  an  unequal  contrat  with 

us,  oblige  him  to  eni])loy  a  considerable  cx>ipa-lb> 

watch  us,  or  to  retire  upon  Madrid:  in  wUchclttrt 

case  we  should  again  come  forth  into  the  plain.  In 

this  manner  we  give  time  ibr  the  arrival  of  nth 

forcements  from  England,  your  army, to  be  ibnnffd 

and  equipped,  and  that  of  the  south  to  come  forth. 

In  short,  the  game  of  Spain  and  of  England,  which 

must  always  be  the  same,  is  to  procrastinate  and 

to  gain  time;  and  not,  if  it  can  be  helped,  to  place 

the  whole  stake  upon  the  hazard  of  a  battle*  '  •  v,a 

The  people  of  this  part  of  Spain  seem  to  be  lets 

well-disposed  than  those  I  have  hitherto  met  Willk 

They  perhaps  think  that  we  mean  to  abandon-lkeoH.. 

It  would  have  a  good  effect  if  you  explaincditi^ 

them,  in  a  proclamation,  that  this  was  by  no  mean 

either  your  intention  or  tliat  of  the  Brititll  array { 

and  call  upon  the  alcaides  and  corregfdors  In  iQwiiiiil. 

at  their  posts,  and  to  be  of  all  the  use  in  thrif; 

power  to  the  different  armies  both  Spanish  mA-Bm- 

tish.    Some  of  them  of  late  have  run  away  fioBi 

the  toM'ns,  which  has  been  the  unavoidable  cailli 

of  irregularities  having  been  committed   fay  t]|#-, 

troops;  for,  when  the  magistrates  are  not  preii!;|ii|>: 


to  giw  ffcguterfeTk  t<ii#.  vwldier  muft  A^He,  aod  thi*  ^^ri^St 


- » 


John  Moorc^ 


V  During  the  march .  to  fiemvente,  it  8eem%  a  con« 
fidential  person,  whose  intelligence  liad  always  beMi 
correct,  came  up  with  the  general  at  Fuentes.  He 
hadifaaied. Buonaparte  anil  his  army,  wb9  were 
natufai^  eifough  makiog  forced  ftiarchcs  to  over- 
take the  British. 

And  (adds  the  Narrative)  it  appeared  from  seve* 
ral  \ie6oiifyts,  that  m  contradiction  to  the  declara- 
tions and  information  so  repeatedly  trensmttted 
from  the  central  junta  tfnd  Mr.*  Frer^  not  the 
dIfglitestmoyenieRt'wad  Tftade  by  ih)^  Spatiish  ak<^ 
mies;  who  permitted  theivairiiius  divlsMms  6f  the 
enemy ^  army  to  traverse  Spftitf  in-lsii^erf  directidii) 
with  89  much  tnmquiffity  lEls  Frttaee ;  wilh  tfm  es^ 
sditiaY  difference;  that  the^!Sptto%ifdfr  ftlruished  them 
with  eveiy  suppfjr  fornothiHg^  w'herea'i  i*  FnMM 
they'  ittust  havtj  paid  An-  '>;rhat  tfiiey^  wiltlt«d.>^ 
Whcttce  these  aeconttts  ^e«^  derived  A>eS  HM  htWI^ 
everappeah    '    '    **'"  '''^'  •.•  =  *i<iv:>i^    ^>  nrirc-. - 

Notwtdlstatiding  thi^  tiifftirtninHMe  ititiOigeMii^ 
says  the  Nartative,  sir  Johto  Udore 'haft  still  somi 
expectations  of  beiog  able  to  maiirtalh  a  4bdtiiignl 
S^;    He  hoped  tliat^^Spatiiards^  after  aft  tieir 
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to  cross  the  river ;   and  when  once  over,  he  couid 


esAr.  Xi 
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i>eoembfr.     not,  he  Said,  without  figh^Dgy  retreat  with  such  a 
BritMbwDy."    corps  as  he  commanded,  with  men  who  had  put  to 

flight  thirty  thousand  Russians  at  Austerlitz. 

As  the  soldier  to  whom  he  had  surrendered 
had  taken  from  him  his  sword,  the  general  pre* 
sented  him  with  a  fine  East-Indian  sabre. 

Towards  the  evening  the  enemy  brought  up 
some  field-pieces,  and  cannonaded  the  piquets  from 
the  heights  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river;  hot 
without  the  least  effect. 

Lord  Paget  drew  off  the  cavalry  at  night,  and 
followed  the  reserve  to  La  Banessa. 

This  account  is  taken  entirely  from  the  Nanadve^ 
because,  with  the  exception  of  the  close  description 
of  sir  John  Moore's  present  to  the  French  generali 
it  is  a  very  spirited  account  of  a  spirited  affwi 
rendered  peculiarly  important  by  the  troops  on^ 
gaged  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

Notwithstanding  the  plan,  however,  which  sir 
John  Moore  was  supposed  to  have  formed  and  di- 
gested for  his  retreat,  the  length  of  time  whicli  had 
been  afforded  to  digest  that  plan,  and  the  delihe* 
ration  and  decision  with  which  the  retreat  coqirr 
Uienced,  notwithstanding  the  various  regular  amd 
correct  intelligence  wh^cb  he  is  described  to  have 
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at  eight  o'clock  on  tlie  night  of  the  934,  to  ibroe'  ^^^^^.^ 
die  bridge  at  Carrion,  and  from  thence  proceed  to 
Seidana.    At  six  o'clock  that  eventng '  I  received 

Sir  Jobn  Mooro 

information  that  considerable  reinforoements  had  toioid 
arrived  at  Carrion  from  Palencia;   and  a  letter 
fiom  the  marquis  de  la  Romana  informed  me,  that 
the  French  were  advancing  from  Madrid,  either  to 
Valladolid  or  Salamanca.     It  was  evident  that  it 
was  too  bte^  to  prosecute  the  attempt  upon  Soult ; 
diat  I  must  be  satisfied  with  the  diversion  I  had 
occasioned,  and  that  I  had  no  time  to  lose  to  secure 
my  retreat   The  next  morning  general  Hope,  with 
his  own  division  and  that  of  lieutenant-general 
Fraser,   marehed  to  Mayorga.    I  sent  sir  David 
Baird  with  his  division  to  pass  the  river  at  Valen 
cia ;  and  I  followed  general  Hope  on  the  25th  with 
the  reserve,  and  the  light  brigades,  by  Mayorga,  Val- 
deros,  to  Benavente ;  the  cavalry  under  lord  P^igett 
followed  the  reserve  on  the  £6th ;  both  the  latter 
corps  entered  this  place  yesterday.     We  continue 
our  march  on  Astoiga :   generals  Hope  and  Fraser 
arcf  already  gone  on.    Sir  David  Baird  proceeds  to- 
morrow from  Valencia ;  and  I  shall  leave  this  with 
the  reserve  at  the  same  time.    Lord  Paget  will 
remain  with  the  cavalry,  to  give  us  notice  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.    Hitherto  their  infantry 
have  not  come  up,  but  they  are  near,  and  the 
cavalry  is  round  us -in  great  numbers;  tll^  are 
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^M^^  Jf  ^*       ^^^^  marquis  Romana's  march  through  Astorga 
^""^^y^^  was  matter  of  deep  reprehension  and  regret  on  Ae 


part  of  the  British  general.  "Thus  was  he,' 
BritMh  iniiy.  querulously  exclaims  the  Narrator,  " perpetually  dis- 
appointed in  every  assistance  that  he  expected  from 
the  Spaniards !  He  had  repeatedly  requested  the 
marquis  llomana  to  leave  the  roads  to  Galicia  dlear 
for  the  British,  and  wished  the  marquis  to  Jail 
back  on  the  Asturias ;  because,  when  the  enemy 
proceeded  towards  Galicia,  this  Spanbh  anny 
might  have  interrupted  the  French  convoys,  or 
compelled  them  to  employ  large  detachments  for 
their  protection.'* — "  In  the  Asturias,"  it  is  added, 
^^  they  might  be  eminently  useful  and  ^quite  safe. 
But  all  remonstrances  were  in  vain ;  and  the 
Spanish  army,  instead  of  being  of  the  slightest 
use  to  the  English,  were  a  most  serious  impedi* 
ment." 

This  is  not  merely  one  of  the  numerous  instanoei 
in  which  sir  John  Moore  sliewed  a  preference  for 
the  entire  accommodation  of  his  own  plans  to  (it 
had  almost  been  said)  the  safety  of  the  ally ;  bat  it 
is  also,  unhappily,  not  the  only  instance  of  entire 
and  most  extmordinaiy  misrepresentation  deAiasiv9 
of  itself  That  the  Asturias  was  not  sqfe^  AOr 
even  practicable^  is  evident  from  the  communicatkm 
of  colonel  Symes,*  already  given,  and  which  Wat 

^  See  aate^  p.  304. 
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also  given  in  the  same  volume  in  which  the  as-   ^^^^  ^ 
sertion  is  made,  the  roads  being  iv^assable,  from 
the  snow  having  Jallen  in  unusual  quantities.    The 
marquis  Romana  had,  therefore,  in  fact  no  other  Butkb «»/. 
alternative  between  crossing  the  British  line'  of 
march  at  Astorga,  which  was  equally  inconvefaient 
to  himself,  or  b^hg  cut  to  pieces  with  his  whole 
army.    And  major  Pasely,*  who  was  on  the  spot, 
an  authority  at  least  of  equal  weight  in  every  re- 
spect, clearly  states,  that  the  Spanish  army  crossed 
the  British  ouly  at  one  point,  Astorga :  and,  adds 
that  respectable  writer,  ^^  he  (the  marquis  Romana) 
left  lis  half  the  city  to  ourselves.     Nothing  could 
be  fairer.''    And  as  to  the  indelicate  statement  of 
the  total  inutility  of  the  Spanish  force,  when  sir 
John  Moore  gave  up  the  attack  upon  Soult  s  army, 
in  which,  as  has  been  just  seen,  marquis  Romana 
readily  prepared  to  join  him,  he  requested  him  to 
protect  the  circutious  retreat  of  the  British  army 
by  way  of  Benevente,  and  he  did  so.    And  it  was 
only  owing  to  separation  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
sudden  rapidity  of  sir  John  Moore's  retreat,   that 
interrupted  his  communication   with  the  British 
general.     His  army  was  also  always  nearest  to  the 
enemy.     And  all  this  too  when  the  vaccillations  of 
the  British  general  passed  under  his  eye,  and  he  saw 

*  Essay  303,  note. 
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himself  liable  at  every  moment  to  be  left  to  his 
fate,  and  to  the  ruthless  vengeance  of  an  enemy 
inspired  by  so  many  peculiar  motives  against  himself 
and  army. 

The  marquis  did  not  see  any  useftil  purpose  in 
destroying  the  bridge  at  Mansilla,  but  left  a  gdard 
there  which  disputed  its  passage  with  Soult,  till 
overpowered ;  after  which,  as  was  to  be  expeotedi 
the  French  general  advanced  and  obtained  quiet 
possession  of  the  city  of  Leon. 

At  Astorga,  where  a  British  depot  had  been 
formed  for  warlike  stores,  the  Spanish  army  was 
supplied  with  the  arms  and  ammunition  which  they 
had  wanted  so  long,  and  which  it  was  to  be  la* 
mented  was  so  long  wanted : — the  remainder  was 
now  destroyed ! 

By  a  strange  reasoning,  the  Spanish  troops,  whidi 
were  expected  to  have  thrown  themselves  amidst 
the  deepening  snows  of  Asturias,  and  waved  every 
degree  of  comfort  that  that  of  the  British  should 
not  he  impaired — rather  tliau  to  equip  whom  the 
stores  of  Astorga  were  to  have  been  condemned  to 
destruction;  appeared,  according  to  the  description 
of  sir  John  Moore,  in  an  ^'  extremely  melancholy 
state,  wretchedly  clothed  and  sickly,  yet  with  un* 
doubted  courage;  and  enduring  the  most  cruel 
privation  with  the  utmost  patience;  almost 
FAMISHED !  —  a  condition  that  would  have  dis^ 
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heartened  the  braoest  people  T    One  is  tempted  to  ®^^^  ™ 
ask  how  4:he  BritUh  general  coul^  have  desired  to 
avoid  men  of  whom  he  pronounces  so  proud  an 

,  Retreat  of  th« 

eulogy.  Britiib  viiiy. 

Here  was  camp-equipage  and  baggie,  by  which 
the  horses  and  mules  would  have  been  detained. 
The  commander-in-chief  ordered  whateyer  was  not 
immediately  necessary  to  be  destroyed.  What  was 
worse,  the  sick  were  compelled  to  be  left  behind. 

From  this  place  the  commander-in-chief  addressed 
his  government  in  a  communication  not  remarkably 
dtfierent  from  his  others,  in  which  he  details  t)ie 
movements. 

Astorga^  Dec,^^tt'f  ISOS. 

My  lord,  •  *; 

I  arrived  here  yesterday ;  where,  contrary  sj'  John  Moor# 

•^  ''  •'to  lord  Casile- 

to  his  promise,  and  to  my  expectation,  I  found  the  "*8*»- 
iharqiris  Romana,  with  a  great  part  of  his  troops^ 
Nobody  can  describe  his  troops  to  be  worse  than 
he  does ;  and  he  complains  as  much  as  we  do  of 
the  indifference  of  the  inhabitants;  and  of  his  dis* 
appointment  at  their  want  of  enthusiasm.  He  said 
to  me,  in  direct  terms,  that,  had  he  known  how 
things  were,  he  neither  would  have  accepted  the 
command,  nor  have  returned  to  Spain.*  With  all 
this,  h6wever,  he  talks  of  attacks  and  movements 

*  Let  this  be  compared  with  estry  document  that  relates  totbe 
daracter  and  conduct  of  marquis  Romana.  Even  the  «i4%blgfied 
Romana  would  thus  seem  not  to  have  escaped  sir  John  Mooro*s 
ready  imputation  of  traiterous  feelings ! 
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OUAP.  Z. 
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i>«c^^-  He  could  not  be  persuaded  to  destroy  the  bridge 
toioniCMtie-  at  Mansilla.  He  posted  some  troops  at  it,  who 
^^  '  were  forced  and  taken  prisoners  by  the  Freiichi  on 

their  march  from  Mayorga.  With  respect  to  mc^ 
my  lord,  and  the  British  troops,  it  has  come  to  that 
point  which  I  liave  long  foreseen.  Abrndoncd 
from  the  beginning  by  every  thing  Spanish,  wf 
were  equal  to  nothing  but  ourselves*  From  a  de- 
sire to  do  what  I  could,  I  made  the  movemeiit 
against  Soult.  As  a  diversion  it  has  answen^d  coph 
pletely ;  but,  as  there  is  nothing  to  takjC  advantage  • 
of  it,  I  have  risked  the  loss  of  the  army  for  no  pur- 
pose. I  have  no  option  now  but  to  fall  down  to 
the  coast  as  fast  as  I  am  able.  I  found  no  pro- 
vision here ;  the  little  which  had  been  collected 
has  been  consumed  by  sir  David's  corps  in  their 
passage ;  and  there  is  not  two  days'  bread  to  cany 
the  army  to  Viliafranca.  I  have  been  forced  to 
push  on  the  troops  by  divisions,  without  stoppiagL 
General  Fraser,  with  his  division,  will  be  at  Vilkr 
franca  this  day,  and  will  proceed  on  to  Lugo. 
General  Hope,  with  his  division,  stopped  yesterday 
two  leagues  from  this,  and  proceeds  this  momii^ 
followed  by  sir  David  Baird.  The  two  flank  bri- 
gades go  by  the  road  to  Ponferada,  I  shall  follow, 
\w\th  the  reserve  and  cavalry,  to  Viliafranca,  either 


t 
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this  night  or  tcMDorrow  inornipgi  accoidiQg  as  I  book  ue 
hear  of  the  approach  of  the  French.  There  are  no  ^"^  f^^ 
means  of  carriage^ :   the  people  run  awayt  the  vil-     neoember. 

Sir  i^ohii  MopBH 

lages  are  deserted ;  and  I  have  been  obhged  to  de-  to  lord  i^nd^ 
stroy  great  part  of  the  amQiunition  and  military 
stores.  For  the  same  reason  I  am  obliged  to  leave 
the  sick.  In  short,  my  sole  object  is  to  save  the 
army.  .  We  must  all  make  forced  marches  to  the 
coast,  fi!om  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  and  to  be 
before  tk(^  enemy :  who,  by  roads  upon  ourfianks^* 
fpay  otheri/i^is^  iat^cept  us ;  but,  after  a  time,  tb^ 
9ame  difficulty  which  afiectsus  must. affect  him} 
therefore,  the  rear,  once  passed  Villafranca,  I  dp 
not  expect  to  be  molested. 

I  hope  to  find  on  the  coast  transports  for  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops.  If  not,  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  take  up  some  position,  which  I  cai^  ve^wi^ 
tain  until  they  arrive. 

It  is  not  probable  that  we  can  be  followed  by 
the  numbers  which  are  now  marching  against  us. 
^Muly*once  collected  upon  the  coast,  we  shall  cer- 
tainly not  allow  ourselves  to  be  molested  by  any 
thing  like  equal  numbers.  It  is  only  whilst  re* 
treating  that  we  are  vulnerable.  I  have  heard  of 
some  despatches  from  your  lordship  to  me,  en- 
trusted to  lieutenant-colonel  Chabot ;  but  he  has 

*  It  was  for  general  Moore  to  have  known  that  no  aupli  ipeds 
existed,  which  was  the  case. 
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BooKiiL    been  sent  into  F^ortugal,  and  I  have  not  reoeired 

CHAP*     Z*  ^^ 

them. 


180B. 


J>tcmhu.         xhe  morning  I  marched  from  Benavente,  some 
to  knd  CuUe-    squadrons  of  Buonaparte's  guards  passed  the  river 


IMglk 


at  a  ford  above  the  bridge.  They  were  attacked 
by  brigadier-general  Stewart,  at  the  head  of  €bt 
piquets  of  the  1 8th,  and  3d  German  light  dra- 
goons, and  driven  across  the  fbrd.  Their  ocdoneli 
a  general  of  division,  Lefebvre,  was  taken,  together 
with  about.  70  officers  and  men.  The  afiair  was 
well  contested.  The  numbers  with  which  genenl 
Stewart  attacked  were  inferior  to  the  French.  It  is 
the  corps  of  the  greatest  character  in  their  army ; 
but  the  superiority  of  the  British  was,  I  am  toM^ 
very  conspicuous.  I  enclose,  for  your  loitMnp's 
satisfaction,  lord  Paget's  report  of  it.  This  army, 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  would  have  dstinguished 
itself,  had  the  Spaniards  been  able  to  offer  any  -re- 
sistance ;  but,  from  the  beginning,  it  was  placed  in 
situations  in  which,  without  the  possibility  of  dcnng 
any  good,  it  was  itself  constantly  risked— «tidl'iio# 
it  is  good  fortune  alone  that  can  save  it  It  is  inn 
possible  to  deny  that  its  discipline  has  been  affected 
by  the  late  movements.  The  shoes  and  necessaries 
are  destroyed;  and,  for  some  time  af^er  it  reaches 
the  coast,  the  men  will  be  in  the  worst  state. 

I  send  the  French  general  Lefebvre  to  Coninna, 
to  be  forwarded  to  England.    He  is  a  young  man; 
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and  I  sboold  suppose,  ftom  the  station  he  held,  a  ®1?.^J^  ™* 
personal  favourite  of  Buonaparte. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Moorb. 


I* 


From  Astorga  also  were  issued  the  following 

General  Orders. 

Head-quarUrif  Astorga,  Dec.  50«  ISOS. 

The  present  is  a  moment  when  the  army  is 
necessarily  called  upon  to  make  great  efforts,  and 
tp  submit  ta  privations,  the  bearing  cheerfully  with 
which  is  a  quality  not  less  estimable  than  valour. 

The  good-will  of  the  inhabitants  wiV  be  partial* 
larly  useful  to  the  army,  and  can  only  be  obtained 
by  good  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  troops. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  cannot  impress  too 
strongly  on  the  whole  army  the  necessity  of  this ; 
and  he  trusts  that  the  generals  and  the  con^mand- 
ing-officers  will  adopt  such  measures,  both  on  the 
nnueh  and  in  the  cantonments,  as  will  ensure  it 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  army  will  shortly 
have  to  meet  the  enemy ;  and  the  commander  of 
the  forces  has  no  doubt  that  thqr  will  eagerly  imi* 
tate  the  worthy  example  which  has  been  set  them 
by  the  cavalry,  on  several  recent  occasions,  andpu^ 
ticularly  in  the  affair  of  yesterday,  in  which  briga- 
dier-general Stuart,  with  an  inferior  force,  charged 


396  CAMPAIONS^N  8PAIV  ABTD  PORTUGAL. 

^c^At.l!^'  ^°^'  overthrew  one  of  the  best  corps  of  cavalry  i 
^^"^^^C^  the  French  army. 
DMcmber.         fiij.  generals  will  immediately  inspect  the  bag- 

Gencnl  oidcts  n    ^  i  t    i  j 

gage  of  the  brigades  and  divisions.  They  are  held 
respv)nsible  that  it  does  not  exceed  the  proportion 
fixed  by  the  general  orders. 

The  army  marched  to  Camberos  on  the  evening 
of  the  30th  of  December,  and  the  cavalry  followed 
.  at  night.  The  pipuets  were  posted  on  the  road 
from  La  Beneza  to  watch  Buonaparte's  cavalry,  and 
at  the  bridge  at  Orbigo  to  observe  that  of  Soult, 
which  soon  retired  as  the  enemy  advanced.  The 
whole  arrived  on  the  1st  of  January  at  Berobibre, 
the  cavalry,  precisely  as  the  preceding  divisionSi 
were  marching  off  to  Villafranca. 

This  would  seem  to  mark  sullicient  order  in  the 
general  outline,  but  unhappily  die  detail  shewed 
otherwise.  To  use  the  terms  of  the  Narrative^  the 
scene  of  drunkenness  that  presented  itself  here  was 
disgusting.  The  stragglers  from  the  preceding  4lh 
visions  so  crowded  the  houses,  that  there  was  hardly 
accommodation  for  the  reserve :  while  groupes  of 
the  half-naked  and  unfortunate  peasants,  belonging 
to  the  manjuis  of  Romaua,  completed  the  confu- 
sion. The  marquis  was  moving  towards  Orcnsc. 
The  French  patroles,  during  che  night,  fell  in  with 
the  cavalry  pique^. 
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At  Astorga  Buonaparte  was  joined  by  Soult,  with  ®^ha^.^*5 
whom  he  had  probably  expected  to  inclose  the  Bri-  "^^^^^^^ 
tish  army ;  and  assembled  there,  it  is  believed,  near     D^ccmbttw 

Jnnction  of 

70,000  men,  when  he  halted  to  watch  the  event:  Baonaptrtc and 
sending  three  divisions  to  follow  the  British  closely, 
and  to  destroy  them,  either  before  or  during  their 
embarkation,  with  other  corps  to  support  them. 
A  multitude  of  se\'^ere  distresses  were  now  accu-  Difficulties  on 

«   ^         ,  the  retreat  froa 

^nulating  upon  the  British  army  which  their  leader  Udweather,&c. 

could  noft  avert    According  to  his  own  account 

deluges  of  cold  rain  fell,  chilling  and  drenching  the 

sddi^,  who  were  wading  in  bad  roads  deep  with 

mud.    It  Wtts  often  difficult  to  procure  shelter  when 

they  halted,  or  ftiel  to  dry  their  clothes,  or  to  dre«l 

their  food.     The  provisions  were  often  scanty,  and 

ifregukrly  prociUFed ;  for  the  baggage,  magazines^ 

and  stores,  were  transported  on  carts,  drawn  chiefly 

by  Spanish  mules  and  bullocks ;   but  the  driven^, 

terrified  by  the  approach  and  attacks  of  the  French 

oavahy,  often  ran  away  in  the  night-time,  leaving 

their  waggons,  persuaded  that  if  they  fell  into  the 

hands  of  the  French,  they  should  be  itaassacred.— 

The  bullocks  and  mi^es,  unfbrtunately,  could  not 

be  made  to  move,  except  by  the  native  drivers. — 

Thus  provisions  and  stores  were  frequently  obliged 

to  be  destroyed,  to  prevent  tlieir  falling  into  the 

possession  of  the  enemy ;  and  the  weak,  the  sick, 

r 

and  the  wounded,  were  necessarily  left  behind. 
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This  18  a  picture  unhappy  indeec),  but  no  less 
true. — Sir  John  Moore,  however,  and  after  him  the 
author  of  the  Narrative  founded  on  his  documents^ 
recurs  to  the  old  cause  of  every  evil,  notwithstand- 
ing the  share  which  the  elemtnts  had  in  the  present 
disastrous  state  of  the  army,  naturally  arising  fyom 
the  delay  of  active  operations,  till  the  season  when 
their  malign  influence  was  to  be  expected ;  a  cir- 
cumstance on  which,  at  least  with  as  much  tratli 
as  some  others,  the  opinion  of  the  enemy  in  its  &• 
vour  might  be  quoted ! 

Yet,  after  all  that  has  been  written  and  said  taa 
the  subject,  the  recurrence  to  these  old  topics  k 
made  with  a  degree  of  diffidence  haidly  to  be  con- 
ceived in  the  present  instance. 

Truth  (and  of  course  truth  alone)  makes  it  M^ 
ousaty  to  mention,  (says  the  Narrator,)  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Spain  gave  little  aid  to  their  perse- 
vering allies,  who  were  encountering  every  evilfer 
them,  and  made  no  attempt  to  annoy  or  to  letaid 
the  enemy.  Had  the  armed  Spaniards  harassed  the 
flanks  and  rear  of  the  French  army,  they  nu^t» 
with  little  danger  to  tliemselves,  have  retarded  their 
advance,  and  diminished  their  numbers ;  instead  of 
which,  they  never  fired  a  musket  at  a  Frenchmatt» 
and  often  fled  from  their  houses  at  the  approach  of 
the  English ;  barring  their  doors  and  carrymg  off 
mules,  carts,  oxen,  forage,  and  provisions ;  in  shor^ 
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whatever  could  lessen  the  distresses,  or  con  tribute  to  •^^^  ^ 
the  comfort  of  their  friends  was  neglected.  This 
conduct  on  the  port  of  the  Spaniards  excited  much 
animosity  in  the  breasts  of  the  £nglish,  dnd  was  the  the 
cause  of  many  disorders.  But  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
passive  conduct  jof  the  peasantry  was  owing  to  their 
rulers  never  organising  them,  nor  leading  them  for- 
ward. Sir  John  Moore  always  entertained  this  opi- 
nion. In  his  journal  and  letters  he  praises  the  peo^ 
pie,  and  deprecates  the  apathy  and  weakness  of 
their  chiefs ;  for  he  was  not  aware  that  there  were 
traitors  among  them  who  paralysed  the  nation. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that,  on  the  1st  of  Janil^ 
ary,  the  general  found  the  little  town  of  Bembifars  ^ 
filled  with  stragglers  of  the  preceding  divisions.-^ 
And  when  he  marched  with  the  reserve  and  the  ca^ 
valry  to  ViUafranca,  on  the  morning  of  the  Sd,  he 
left  colonel  Ross  with  the  SOth  regiment,  and  a 
small  detachment  of  cavalry  to  cover  the  town, 
while  parties  were  sent  to  warn  the  straggleit^ 
amounting  to  near  a  tfaou^md  men,  of  their  danger; 
and  to  drive  them,  if  possible^  out  of  the  houses.-^ 
SoBiie  few  were  prevailed  upon  to  move  on ;  but 
neither  threats,  nor  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
coiild  induce  the  greater  number  to  quit  the  houses^ 
At  length  the  rear^guard  was  compelled  to  march 
and  leave  thtee  senseless  people  to  their  fate ;  yet 
a  small  detachment  of  cavalry  covered  the  whole, 


I 
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BOOK  iiL  and  only  quitted  the  town  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  :  then,  from  the  immediate  danger,  the  road 
was  filled  with  Spanish  and  British  stragglers  (arm- 
^  retrasL       ed  and  unarmed),  mules,  carts,  women  and  children, 

all  mingled  in  strange  confusion. 

Four  or  five  squadrons  of  French  cavaliy  were 
seen  moving  from  Bembibre,  their  ad vaaoeci guaid 
firjng  at  a  patrole  of  the  1 5th  hussars.  On  their 
approach,  the  detachment  in  the  rear  was  com- 
pelled to  retire,  and  was  closely  potsued  fbi*  aeveMl 
miles. 

Of  these  stragglers,  however,  painfU  as  is  tfas 
consideration,  it  ought  to  have  been  knowa  tb  flie 
•  Narrator,  if  not  to  sir  John  Moore,  that  a  munbisv 
by  no  means  inconsiderable,  of  whose  motives  it  li 
not  here  presumed  to  judge,  did,  aoawedfy  uiifcv 
the  influence  of  honourable  feelings,  make  the  belt 
of  their  way  to  join  the  native  legion,  then  training 
in  Portugal,  and  sir  John  Cradock's  army,  in  lAt^ 
bon  and  its  vicinity,  rather  than  succuinb  to  iIm 
enemy,  or  yield  to  the  disastrous  complexion  o^ 
affairs  in  which  the  British  army  was  leaving  Spaitti, 

Of  the  unhappy  men,  who,  from  intoxicatio%. 
were  left  behind,  as  it  is  stated,  (with  horrw  be  it^ 
remembered,)  the  French  dragoons  were  obHged  to 

•Tk 

cut..through  them  on  every  hand,  in  pursuit  of  tbb 
British  rear,  which  also  they  continued,  tiUseveMif^ 
checked  by  the  reserve,  under  lord  Paget.  S. 
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The  whole  army  in  ftct  already  exhibited  synip-  -ctHf:^' 
toms  of  insubordination  that  threatened  to  diso^-  ^^^^TiC"*^ 
ganise  it.     When  the  cavalry  reached  Villafranca,      J^*n"«y.  ^ 

,.,,•'  ,  InegularHioi  on 

Willie  the  reserve  halted  at  Gacabelos,  it  was  re-  the  retreat    : 

proached  with  the  irregnlarfties  of  the  divisions 

•  ^  • 

which  preceded  it.  Even  the  commissaries  had  to 
complain  of  plundered  magazines,  and  of  the.  de- 
struction which  arose  from  the  despoliation  of  the 
stores  of  provisions. 

An  example  was  immediately  made,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  a  man  who  was  detected  in  this  fact;  and 
another,  who  had  suffered  from  the  enemy's  cavalry 
by  his  irregularities, was  exhibited  through  the  ranks.  . 
It  had  been  well  if  these  were  all. 

The  enemy  did  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of 
these  circumstances.  A  considerable  body  of  ca* 
valry  approached  Cacabeios  on  the  3d  of  Januaiy, 
upon  which  a  detachment  of  British  cavalry  and 
the  95th  regiment  advanced  to  a  hill  at  a  mile  and  > 
half  distance,  in  front  of  the  town,  through  which 
ran  a  shallow  river,  and  on  its  opposite  bank  was 
posted  the  reserve.  To  it  sir  John  Moore  ordered 
the  95  th  to  retire;  but  before  they  reached  it,  their 
cavalry  piquet  was  driven  through  them,  and  a  few 
inen  of  the  rear  companies  made  prispners;  the 
enemy,  joined  by  their  dismounted  chasseurs,  im* 
niediately  crossed  the  river  and  attacked  the  95  th* 
This  corps,  however^  made  a  successful  and  orderly 

TOI*.  III.     '  D  d 
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The95ihri6e 
ioUy  engaged 


^  ?H^f.  S^  retreat  up  some  hills,  among  vineyai4-%  a*4  «Wr 

ed  the  enemy  exceedingly  during  their  prqgreti.— 
It  also  drove  back  the  cavalry,  chaf]ppg  up  the 
road,  under  general  Colbert,  who  coninumdcd  the 
French  advance-guard,  and  was  killed.  A  oolumv, 
immediately  descending  towards  the  opposite  bank 
of  tlie  river,  was  checked  by  a  severe  fire  iiOBi  tl|t 
Britbh  artillery  of  the  reserve,  which  was  afterwanji 
withdrawn  to  Villafranca. 

The  cavalry  was  tlien  sent  forward  through  die 
inclosed  and  mountainous  country  to  Lugo^  ands^ 
John  proceeded  with  the  army,  by  a  nig^t-maidi^ 
to  Herrerias,  alarmed  by  the  proadmity  of  the  cne* 
my,  and  contemplating  the  necessity,  firooi  the.ba- 
lassing  nature  of  the  attacks,  for  a  geneial  bUtfe^ 

It  was  only  here  tliat  sir  John  Moore  obtN^C^ 
the  information  which  determined  him  to  a  pMo- 
rence  of  Corunna  to  Vigo  for  his  point  of  xetvci^ 
and  embarkation.  An  amount  of  infomMi^an.iP 
amall  as  to  excite  wonder  how  he  could  bfsve  tg^ 
mained  so  long  in  ignorance  of  it  The  giQiiji4  JW 
front  of  Lugo  was  described,  it  seemi^  as  fiivoimMp 
to  action.  ^  . 

The  commander-in-chief  now  despatched  9t0Km 
Xapier,  his  aid-decamp,  to  halt  sir  Darid  Biin^ 
who  was  a«}vanced  to  Nogaks ;  the  oiderlj  4Rr 
goon,  who  was  despatched  by  sir  David  to  fe£»  jir 
nior  officii  got  diunk  and  lost  the  dnpitchPU.^P 
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that  general  Fraser's  clfmron  had  to  retrace  a  day-d   ^"^^^^ 
inarch  in  the  most  dreadful  weather,  from  the  road  ^''^^^^^^^ 
to  Vigo,  and  lost  many  fpcn  from  tlie  consequent    .  J^^wy-^ 
ftl%iie  !      Engineers,  (whose  information  was  cer^  cantttances  of 
tainly  acceptable  before)  now  ilso  reported  faVoirr*  Misfortanct  of 
ably  of  the  peninstria  of  Betanzos,  which  increa^d     *^* 
t^  predeliction  of  sir  John  Moore  towards  Goranna. 
Oil  the  4th,  therefore,  he  thought  of  sending  crff 
to  the  admiral  commanding  off  Vigo  (sir  Samuet 
HoodX  to  request  the  transports  might  be  sent 
tijenoe  to  Corunna,  with  provisions  to  reecftve  the 
troops.    This  he  necessarily  did,  at  so  late  a  perhi,' 
by  expresses,  through  two  different  routes. 

Near  Nogales,  the  army  were  met  by  thirty  w^ 
gons,  laden  with  stores,  arms,  and  arflmnnitiM,  ^for  , 

the  matquis  of  Romany's  army,  which  were;  alas  i 
now  too  late,  and  were  therefore  chiefly  destroyed/ 
This  was  attributed  by  sir  John  Moore  (on  what' 
grounds  are  not  perceptible)  to  treason  in  4heSpanisAi* 
oounctls !      On  a  hill,  above  the  place^  lay  two< 
dnmken  soldiers,  and  a  woman  dead  in  the  wMlWt,  ' 
'  Sir  lohn  Moore,  who  had  so  particularly  oeBsurerfi 
the  H^rquis  Rornaha  for  not  destroying  the  iiridgc^ 
at  MansHla,  did  not  himself  destroy  that  df  Noga-{ 
les,  over  which  the  enemy  followed  close  at  his 
he^.    Stores  of  every  kind  were  honTly  destroyed^, 
from  the  diiiotder  of  the  retreat. 
.Carti>  drawn  by  bullocks,  under  the  charge  of 
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^MA^  ^   ^^*  Courtney,  of  the  pty-master-general's  depart* 

^^^g^    ment,  laden  with  casks  of  dollars,  brought  from 

^i!^"^; .    Corunna  with  sir  David  Baird,  of  which  so  severe 

I/itocdtn  of  uit 

^^y^  a  want  had  been  befoi^  experienced,  and  of  whieh 

the  amount  is  admitted  in  the  Narrative  to  be 
twentj/'^ve  thousand  pounds^  were  now  obliged 
to  resign  their  burthen  into  a  precipice,  unless 
what  was  momentarily  caught  by  the  soldieiy 
on  the  spot*  One  cannot  but  marvel  how  this 
sum  was  not  before  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  the  army,  which  would  have  made  its  burthoi 
nnperceptible. 

The  murmurs  of  the  subordinate  ranks,  and,  in- 
deed, general  discontent  of  the  officers  which,  had 
long  been  vei^^  openly  expressed,  could  now  hold 
outno  longer ;  they  evinced  themselves  in  clamoof 
and  in  .fierce  remonstrance ;  even  general  Pagef: 
argued  the  necessity  of  paying  more  attention  te 
impeding  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  by  the  destruo- 
tion  of  bridges,  but  in  vain.  Sir  John  pointed  t» 
the  fords  near  some,  argued  the  difficulty  of  do^ 
stroying  otliers,  but  above  all,  fbrsooth  Wid)  dot 
awe,  argued  the  ease  with  which  they  could  be  v^*- 

■ 

paired  by — an  army  constituted  like  the  lireisdk  Jff. 


•  '\ 


♦..i 


*  Several  knapsacks  preUjr  fully  ladeo  reached  Londoib 
well  known  to  many  officers  of  sir  John  Mooi«*t  ^nD/p 
standing  the  order. 

t  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  those  who  have  been  conilinlly 


ITNPER  SIR  JOHN  MOORE.  40i 

The  manner  in  which  sir  John  Moore  argued  this  *o^*  "^ 
matter  with  lord  Paget  is  so  perfectly  in  contrast 


CBAt.  S. 


holding  up  to  the  public  the  superiour  con^tvtion  of  the  Frendi  Difovdenofte 
trmies)  or  whatever  many  military  judges  may  Jbe  constrained  to  °^' 
admit  of  the  inferiority  of  that  of  the  British  military  ibrce^  thera 
is  no  reasoning  of  sir  John  Moore  on  any  part  of  hU  conduct  of 
Ais  campaign  more  ill-founded  than  this  deference  to  **  an  army 
constituted  like  the  French.^  It  has  been  sufficiently  shewn,  in 
a  former  book,  that  any  army  with  proper  amduct  may  be  equally 
constituted  tothe  French ;  and  in  many  glorious  occasions  that,  what* 
ever  may  be  tiie  constitution  of  the  British  armies,  they  have  beaten 
(he  French  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  however  brkve  and  well 
conducted.  But  if  (and  it  is  not  intended  to  insist  on  die  contiary) 
the  constitution  of  the  French  army  was  found  so  luperiour  to  that 
of  Britain  by  sir  John  Moore,  it  is  reasonable  to  ask,  how,  with 
ad  the  judgment  and  experience  of  that  distinguished  general, 
and  ail  the  influence  be  possessed  in  the  royal  ear,  (for,  says  hit 
hro|l|er  elsewliere^,  ''  Mpore  was  an  pfEcei^hom  his  majesty 
noticed  early,  and  cherished  constantly;  and  when  he  was  assailed 
by  powerful  undermming  intiigues,  ever  afforded  him  his  royal 
proteciipn/'')  it  is  just  to  ask,  how,  with  these  ample  advantages 
employed  in  the  service  so  long,  he  left  it  so  deficient.  Th9 
commander-in-chief  of  all  his  majesty's  forces  (also  eminently  hia 
friend)  cannot  be  supposed,  with  every  qualification  requisite  to 
his  high  office,  to  possess  ubiquity  or  universality  o£  knowledge  ; 
and  if  general-officers  with  all  these  advantages  do  not  assist  his 
royal  highness,  all  ready  and  accessible  as  he  is,  with  the  best 
arrangements  for  the  constitution  of  armies,  but  on  the  contrary 
perhaps  represent  to  him  either  in  words  or  practice,  aW^^ 
%gun4ocki  or  some  complex  movement  WVei  whccVng  a  CLOst 
cohamn,  as  paramount  to  them  all ;  how  can  armies  be  well-con- 
stituted for  tlie  field  ?  Had  sir  John  Moore  while  at  home,  instea4 
of  the  meanut  dementi  of  drill,  that  eternal  and  vitiating  torment 
of  the  practised  soldier,  directed  his  mind  to  moral  in/lucnce  w^ 
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•' " .  .  .  ■ 

^^HA ^  ™*   ^  ^*^  frequent  complaints  against  marquis  Bomvia, 

^•^"v^^-^  and  at  the  same  time  so  explains  the  inotives  of  tbt 

jmniury.      British  general,  that  it  should  be  added^   though 

Bisordeit  of  the         . 

umy.  rather  too  verbose. 

When  pressed  to  destroy  the  bridges,  mjb  the 
Narrative  of  Mr.  James  Moore,  sir  John,  in  answer, 
requested  him  to  look  around  and  examine  with 
him  more  particularly  the  nature  of  the  riven  mtt 
which  these  bridges  were  thrown.  Hfe  pointed* oat 
to  him,  that  both  infantry  and  cavalry  could  usuaQf 
pass  a  little  above  or  below  the  bridge ;  and  thlt 
the  obstruction  to  artillery  would  be  quickly  ro^ 
paired  by  an  army  constituted  like  the  FreQch. 
That  it  must  likewise  be  recollected,  that  the  dfr 
struction  of  these  strong  bridges  coiild  not  be  400B 
effected ;  and  that  the  troops  must  halt  during  dttt 
time.  So  that  when  this  loss  was  deducted^  it 
would  be  found  that  the  advantage  was  much  kis 
considerable  than  was  imagined.  Whenever  my 
important  advantage  could  arrise  from  blowing  up 
a  brklge,  he  thought  it  certainly  should  be  ilooiei: 


*   :1 


agencjfy  and  all  the  numerous  and  important  powenncoesnry  to  tts 

constitution  of  armies^  he  would  never  have  argued  that  Qviluh 

troops  could  not  destroy  a  bridge  in  as  little  time  as  a  French 

vanguard  would  restore  it;  nor  have  had  occasion  to  resoittofliiB 

censures  of  marquis  Romana,  on  the  opposite  side.     It  ii  not  6r 

the  powerless  inferiour  grades  of  armies,  whatever  their  capmft]^ 

and  experience,  to  effect  these  things.— Let  their  superioorsttlima* 

-111 

lore,  **  be  ^ise  by  others'  harm;  and  we  shall  jet  do  weU;** 
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but  he  was  persufided  that  general  Paget  would  ^^^^  ^^^  ' 
agree  ^nth  him,  that  wheu  the  advantage  was  less^   ^^^^^^ 
it  was  a  cruel  measure  to  do  such  lasting  mischief     Jwm«^j*  • 
to  those  allies  we  came  to  benefit,  as  to  ruin,  for  a  *«>&/. 
iMgth  of  time,  the  communications  of  their  coun^ 
try. 

This  was  the  defence  that  sir  John  Moore  made, 
for  what  some  have  thought  a  neglect ;  but  which 
increased  general  Pagefs  esteem  for  his  friend  and 
commanden 

The  rifle-corps  was  desnltorily  engaged  during^ 
the  whole  of  the  5th,  with  the  enemy's  advances  * 
upon  the  rear.  It  was  halted  with  the  horse-ar- 
tillery  on  the  top  of  a  hill  above  Constantino,  to 
which  the  road  winding  around  it  Vas  every  way 
exposed,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  th$  reserve,  in 
which  they  were  entirely  successful,  retiring  thenv- 
selves  also  without  loss^  after  performing  that  dutjv' 

The  enemy,  howqveri  having  refreshed  iii  the 
plain  in  rear  of  another  hill,  no  sooner  saw  the' 
passage  clear,  than  he  rushed  along  it  with  new 
vigour. 

To  meet  this  new  contingency,  sir  John  Moore' 
ordered  lord  I^agef  to  defend  the  bridge  and  the 
l^ks  of  the  river  with  the  28th  and  95th  rqgj|^ 
inentS)  while  himself  took  a  strong' positioa  oia  a 
DeighBouriDg  hid,  with  the  5^d,  SOtfi,  and'  Vlst^ 
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^M^?  "^  regiments.    The  artillery  was  dbpened  witb  equal 
c^re  for  general  putposes. 

The  bridge  was  attempted  several  times  by  die 
enemy's  cavalry,  and  dismounted  diasseurs^  but 
were  repulsed :  at  night,  lord  Pbget  retired  liL* 
Lugo,  followed  by  the  rescnx. 

Such  was  the  character  and  conduct  of  both 
officers  and  men  when  engaged  witli  the  eneq^y  (-— 
unanimously  brave,  able,  and  steady.  That  aoaia* 
thing,  however,  affected  their  minds  ^nd  *  hearti 
with  respect  to  the  manner  of  conducting  tlie 
cause  in  which  they  were  engaged,  will,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  appear  from  th(  following  document  >-*- 

«         ■ 
■  .1 

General  OaDEBs.  .'-^ 

Head-quarters,  Lugo,  6th  Janyaty,  IS09,  * 

Generals  and  commanding-officers   jjT 
corps,  must  be  as  sensible  as  the  commander  of  the 
forces,   of  the    complete   disorganization  oJF  tne 
army. 

The  advanced-guard  of  the  Fr6nch  is  already. 
close  to  us,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  main 
body  is  not  far  distant ;   an  action  may,  therefiOT^ 
be  hourly  expected.     If  the  generals  and  com^^ 
manding-officers  of  regiments  (feeling  for  the  hononi- ' 
of  their  country  and  of  the  British  arms)  wish  Ui' 
give  the  army  a  fair  chance  of  success^  th^  nfll' 


^  *•« 


UWDia  SIR  JOHN  MOORE.  4Q9' 
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exert  themselves  to  restore  order  and  discipline  in  book  iil 
the  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions,  which  they  ^  ^^^^\  •^^^ 
command*  Jtiwtiy. 

The  commabder  of  the  forces  is  tired  of  giving 
orders,  which  are  never  attended  to :  he  therefore 
appeals  to  the  honour  and  feelings*  of  the  army  he 
commands ;  and  if  those  are  not  sufficient  to  in* 
duce  them  to  do  their  duty,  he  must  despair  of 
succeeding  by  any  other  means.     He  was  forced  . 
tp  order  one  soldier  to  be  shot  at  Villafranca,  and 
he  will  order  all  others  to  be  executed  who  are^ 
guilty  of  similar  enormities  :  but  he  considers  that 
there  will  be  no  occasion  to  proceed  to  such  est* 
tremities,  if  the  officers  did  their  duty ;   as  it  ia 
chiefly  from  their  negligence,  and  from  the  ^ant 
of  proper  regulations  in  the  regiments,  tliat  crimes ; 
and  irregularities  are  committed,  in  quarters  and 
upon  the  march. 

It  is  easier  to  complain  than  to  influence  by  1 
rational  and  animated  example.  The  latter  wm 
more  worthy  of  the  high  mental  powers  of  m, 
John  Moore. 

On  the  roornmg  succeeding  these  orders,   tlie- 
French  brought  four  pieces  of  artillery  to  bear 
upon  the  British  lines.    The  British  artillery  soon 
diismounted  the  gunft  of  the  enemy.     The  nf^t . 
w^  attacked  and  be^t  off  by  the  guards  and  ge-, 
neral  Leith's  brigade 
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^?S.^  3^  '^^r  J^^*^  observing  the  enemy  ttWlraitto  the  tefti 
thought  it  the  most  likely  object  of  attack,  ind 
whilst  the  light  troops  were  skirmishing  with'  thtf 
enemy. 

A  part  of  the  76th  regiment  at  first  rt^tired;  bflt 
the  light  company,  by  a  powerful  chargCy  drbve  thflr 
enemy  down  the  hill  with  considerable  destruction; 

It  was  rather  an  interenting .  incidetit  tlttt  the 
5]  St  regiment,  in  which  the  commander-in-chief  df 
this  army  had  been  ensign,  was  now  pre)>ar^'fbr 
action  with  him,  and  ordered  by  then*  g^tDpfal-  )^' 
sonally  to  advance;  the  only  lesnlt  of  which 
seamed  to  be  the  preceding  charge^.  Mid  'Utiti 
wounding  captain  Robertis,  51s^  in  the  banth    — 

Private  Canner,  of  the  76th,  instantly*  trlitistikMI^ 
the  assailant  before  he  could  recover  his  pictee}  ^^^ 
soldier  was  promoted,  and  his  corps  hottoanthljf' 
mentioned.  ' : 

Notwithstanding  this^  the  general  ^nu  not  (pM^ 
fectly  confident  in  the  afiection  of  hid  trodj^iatf- 
appears  by  the  following  - :  ^? 

General  Orders,  -\  ■ 

p. 

Near  Li^,  Jm.  7,  1»§.'    ^ 

The  army  must  see  that  the  moment  is  n!6^^ 
ccmcie,  when,  after  .the  hardships  and  fiitijgli(itfi|^ 
marches  they  bate  undergone^  diey  \nll  hiv^  tlttf^ 


OppoHunity  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  action..  The  *^^^  ^ 
commamler  of  tlie  forces  has  the  most  perfect  com  ^"^"^O^ 
fidence  in  their  valour,  and  that  it  is  cmly  necessary  Jnnmuf. 
to  bring  them  to  close  contact  with  the  enen^  in 
order  to  defeat  them ;  and  a  ddeat,  if  it  be  com-r 
plete,  as  he  trusts  it  will  be,. will,  in  a  great  mea^ 
mre^  end  their  labours. 

Thegeneral.has  no  other  caution  to  givertbenv 
tbann^not  to  throw  away  then-  fire  at  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  merely  because  they  fire  at  them ;  but  , 
to  reserve  it  till  they  can  giv«  it  with  eifect.     .    • 

The  necessity  of  a  battle  became  now  every  hour  5jjfj5  ****** 
more  apparent  Ceitain  intelligence  arrived  (accordf 
itig"  to  the  Narrative)  of  three  divisions  being  in 
Jrontj  though  it  is  scarcely  to  be  conceived  how 
dley  got  there ;  sir  Jbbn  Moore,  it  seemsi  wisbod 
to  engage  these,  though  superior  to  his  force,  and 
fof  a  very  good  reason,  because  ^^  he  knew  he  could 
mot  get  rid  of  them  ;**  and  it  was  probably  for  the 
same  reason  that,  nbtwithstandii^  his  former  opi^ 
iiiom  on  the  report  of  the  peninsula,  he  conceived 
it  more  advantageous  to  fight  in  his  present  posit 
tioB,  than  either  at  Betanzos,  or  in  the  act  of  en^ 
barking. 

*  Preparations  were,  therefore,  immediately  c<mii 
ft6n<Jed  for  the  rec*pti<]to  of  the  entmy ;  theattf^i 
lery,  whieh  cost  j(g^e&t  iaboilr,  befog  jud^^iottlrij^ 
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^  ?.^f.  ^  brought  into  the  field.  On  the  morning^^  of  the  8tb, 
^^^^^^^^  notwithstanding  the  mind  of  the  general  seeing  to 
jtQMiy.  jjjyg  jj^g^j  untimely  impressed  with  the  inattentioB 
imy  cJen  bat-  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  equally  with  that 
French  sraiy     of  the  British  minister,  in  not  sending  after  hioi,  to 

assist  in  his  retreat,  a  powerful  Spanish  force !  Sir 
John  Moore  saw  his  army,  that  ardiy  which  in 
flight  was  disorganised  and  insuborflinate,  in  reacR- 
ness  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy  ;  the  corps  whith 
had  not  been  engaged  evincing  only  an  eniulatioa 
of  the  artillery,  cavalry,  and  reserve^  which  had  m 
often  enjoyed  that  distinction.  Marshal  Soult  saw 
it  too,  and  refused  them  the  opportunity  for  the 
present 

It  is  a  proud  reflection  for  the  country;  thatiK 
army,  suffering  as  this  had  been,  not  more  in  its 
economy  than  in  the  vaccillation  which  had  directed 
all  its  movements,  till  it  was  benumbed  and  torpid^ 
should  thus,  in  an  instant,  resume  its  el^isticityi-if 
so  it  may  be  called,  and  fofget  every  other  ibeiiag 
in  that  of  its  duty  in  presence  of  the  enemy. 

The  present  good  effect  is  attributed  by  sir  Jolu 
Moore  to  his  recent  order.  But  whatever  the  cjlo? 
quence  of  its  diction,  or  the  new  regard  whacll 
might  be  inspired  by  their  commander,  who  ha4  44 
frequently  had  occasion  to  curb  their  spirit^ '  $tt 
length,  animating  them  to  battle ;  the  true  cause  % 
happily  to  be  traced  to  the  human  mind* 


Let  tjiose  who  regard  the  soldier  as  a  mereiMr  ^fj^^^ 
diine,  remember ,  the  feelings  with  which  sir  Johh  "^-^^j^^ 
Moore  now  roide  through  his  ranks  ;*  or  let  them  J«w«y« 
contemplate  on  any  occasion  the  reserve  of  an  army  "^jj^f® 
in  action, — let  them  mark  the  impatience  bursting 
forth  on  every  side  to  be  permitted  to  share  the 
glory  which  it  is  difficult  to  persuade,  both.subaiteni 
officers  and  men,  is  not  a  boon  withlield  fronr  thenii 
^-*and  then  view  them  as  machines  if  th^  can ;  or 
think  a  mere  order  which  is  to  direct  their  economy 
capable  of  producin  g  such  an  influence  I  If  com- 
manders, they  will  find  the  evils  of  such  a  calcula^ 
tion  in  the  moment  of  conflict,  though  in  the  na- 
tional  spirit  they  can  never  be  disappointed. 

General  orders  are  excellent  vehicles  for  the  best 
theories  of  military  ordin&tion,  when  dictated  by 
judging  heads  and  feeling  hearts;  but  it  is  to  moral* 
influence,  personally  and  judiciously  employed,  that 
thpse  deeds  are  owiag  which  enrich  the  glowing  ' 
annals  of  gloiy. 

r  ■  ■         ■         "      . 

Sir  John  Moore  immediately  determined  on  a 
jfight-nvirch,  continuing  his  hasty  retreat  to  the 
coast:  and  the  following  were  his  reasons,  certainly 
more  than  sufficient,  for,  to  use  his  own  phras^  thin 
game  was  now  ended ;  and  Fortune  alone,  of  whom' 

•  Narratire^  322. 
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^S«^^  2^   ^^  general  was  no  favourite^  could  amend  theii^ 
tuation  of  the  army. 
It  was  conceived,  from  Soult  not  fiffhtiii&  that 

Rftrwtoflht  . 

BoHiii  n^.     he  intended  only  to  harass  the  army  on  its  progress 

to  the  coast,  and  attack  it  on  the  point  of  embark- 
ation ;  for  his  position  was  so  strongs  on  foimidafale 
heights,  protected  by  strong  indosures^  that  ba 
might  have  made  partial  attacks  and  have  mtired 
when  he  pleased,  without  the  possibility  <^  being 
approached  but  with  great  loss,  and  with  A  cem 
tainty  of  reinforcement ;  while  the  British  bad  itill 
no  alternative  hut  to  retreat,  and  leave  axiy  wounded; 
that  might  occur  behind.  What  is  still  move  de^ 
cisive,  their  provisions  were  exhaustedi  and  so  wa^ 
the  country ;  nor  could  they  be  safely  conveyed 
from  Corunna  for  want  of  convoySi  if  even  the 
commissariat  was  prepared  for  such  an  operation. 

The  fear  of  being  cut  ofl^  by  lateral  roads,  from 
the  coast,  it  was  sufficiently  known  by  the  arai/^ 
was  not  so  well  founded,  as  they  did  not  exis£. 

At  ten  at  night  the  army  moved,  leaving  tbeir 
fires  burning;  but  the  same  darkness  which  &vdlir» 
ed  this  movement  increased  the  evils  of  bad  loada 
and  erroneous  guides,  so  much,  that  the  troope 
again  fell  into  disorder ;  and  having  lost  the  impo^ 
tus  which  had  recent^  excited  them, .  abandonedi 
themselves  to  their  fate*    They  proceeded  under 
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4 

jmnifanfle  torrenta  of  nun.  without  shelter  aciid  with*  ^?I^3J^ 
out  nest,  through  the  night  and  foUowing  day^         ^"^JC^ 

At  LufBo.  .which  was  not  reached  by  some  co-  ^mmmt. 
liunns  till  two  ia  the  morning,  sir  John  M^bse  B5W.itii^f 
issued  the  foUowing.orders  without  &viul ;  £or  those 
who  should  carry  them  into  effect,  became  incom- 
petent to  it  In  fact,  many  commanding-officers 
themselv^es,  distressed  by  the  elements,,  lost  their 
powers,  and  by  the  £rst  halt  at  Vaimeda^  all  wa« 
misery,  confosion,  alarm,  and  dismay ! 

It  is  jight  to  remark  that  sir  John  Moore  hai 
fArtic^darived  the  artillery  and  reserve  as  havjmf 
been  the  leftsi  fi^ected  by  the  disorganisation  of  ike 


Oeitsral  Ordsrs. 

Head-gf^^s,  Lugo,J(m.  9,  ISO?, 

Jt  is  evident  that  the  enemy  will  not  figb^ 
this  army,  notwithstanding  the  superiority  of  hif 
nun^bers,  but  will  epdeavour  to  haniss  a9d  tciaze  it 
uppn  its  march.  , 

Thj?  commander  of  the  fi>x;c^  jcequest^  tha|t;.4|^ 
may  be  carefully  explained  to  the  soldiers,  that 
their  safety  depeujds  ^l^y  upon  t}>eir  keeping  their 
divj^ion^  ^.nd  marching  with  tl^eir  regiments ;  that 
ij^fiff  who  stop  in  vilL^es,  or  straggle  o^  tlpe  march, 
will  juevitably  be  <»t  off  by  the  Fc^nch  qaiv^kfi 
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CSAP.  X. 


"?ii?  ™    who  have  hitherto  shewn,  little  mercy,  even  to  t\m 

feeble  and  infirm,  who  liave  fallen  into  their  handa. 

The  army  has  still  eleven  leagues  to  march,  the 

soldiers  must  make  an  exertion  to  aooompliah  them; 

the  rear-guard  cannot  stop,  and  those  who  fall  be- 

.hind  must  take  their  fate. 

From  whatever  cause,  Soult  did  not  punue  till 
after  nine  on  the  morning  of  the  9th :  poaaiUy  tker 
retreat  was  for  a  short  time  concealed.  But  die 
situation  of  the  British  army  soon  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity to  make  up  for  the  delay.  By  evenii^ 
the  French  advanced-guard  approached  the  rear, 
which  compelled  lord  Paget,  with  the  reserve^  ib' 
take  up  a  position  for  the  night  a  few  miles  fiom 
Betanzos,  where  the  main  body  was  quartered. 

To  preclude  the  stragglers  from  intoxicatii^ 
themselvts  in  the  numerous  houses  where  wine  was 
sold,  they  were  kept  out  in  the  cold  and  heavy  rain 
of  a  very  severe  night. 

All  this  was,  however,  ineffectual,  and  sir  Jcim 
therefore  halted  on  the  10th  to  refresh  the  arnqf, 
and  to  again  endeavour  to  correct  the  evil  by 

General  Orders.  ! 

Head-qvarten,  Betuau^Jmu  \t,  1100.  / 

A  great  deal  of  irregularity  has  arisen  from 
the  practice  of  some  commandiDg-officera  aUown^ 
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soldiers  who  pretend  to  b^e  bad  niarchers,  to  precede  (Pi^^^^.^^' 
their  corps.     Men  of  tbH|, description,  whom  com-    ^j^SSIif 
nianding  officers  may  think  expedient,  to  send /or-  j^^j^**^J,^ 
ward,  must  be  placed  under  an  officer,  who  i3  bpld  B««*^te^ 
responsible  for  tlieir^conduct 


I  ■ 


.  (Memorandum  Jor  general  Officers.) 

To  prevent  the  renewal  of  the  same  scene  which 
th^  march  of  last  night  presented,  the  commander 

of  the  forces  directs,  that,  previously  to  the  ma;*ch 

•''•*'  _i  ' .  • 

to-morrow  morning,  the  general  officers  will  see 
^  their,  divisions  and  brigades  properly  formed,  that 
they  wheel  them  by  sections,  and  thal^  during  the 
inarch,  they  pay  constant  attention  to  the  preserya- 
tion  of  that  prder. 

,•11.  m 

On  the  pext. morning  the  following  collateral 

•■■■''.  ■••■'•••,.  '    •  . 

information  was  received  in  aJetter.  from  Mr.Frere, 

who^  it  seems,  accprding  to  the  opinion  of  the  ge- 

'•'■■■         '  ■  *  ^    ' '    •  *     •  '1 

neral,  was  "  endeavouring  to  be  of  use  :** — 


» I 


r   .  Smiie,  Dec.  28,  al  night,  1808« 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  mtelligence  appears  to  me 
of  such  importance,  that  Jthough  I  should  liope 
there  could  be  little  doubt  of  your  having  already 
req^XQiitirom  other  quarters,  I  have  thought  it 

yoL.iii.  %t 


ih 
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*^^f  i"*  ^right  to  send  off  a  courier  with  iti  with  thclnomiae 


^^^^        of  a  reward  in  ji>roportibn  to  his  deApatdh. 
i«>«»7-         Tliere  is  nothinir  in  the  sthte  of  thtti«  hare  irUdi 
•ir  johA  Mooie.  Can  make  it  worth  white  to  detain  him.     I'stntB- 

deavouring  to  persuade  the  gmncimnient  to  ttte 
some  steps  for  securing  the  great  towns  in  this  pro- 
vince, instead  of  relyii^  upon  the  defence  of  mili- 
jtaiy  positions,  with  peasants  dressed  in  unifbrat-*- 
There  are  10,000  in  DespenaPeuM,  of  whomfiOOO 
only  are  armed.  You  will  see  that  the  siege^of  Bu- 
celona  has  been  raised :  the  beaten  army  hav^  lioir- 
ever,  re-assembled  at  a  very  short  distance. 

In  La  Mancha  t£ere  seems  to  Be  a  hrprnn^g^ 
something  like  enterprise,  and  a  disposition  to  wwiy 
the  enemy  as  ^r  as  is  in  their  powen  I/aAinirt 
yet  able  to  make  any  report  upon  the  MilgecC  of 
the  despatches  of  the  10th,  from  lord  Castlera|^*s 
office.  Orders  are  sent,  as  you  desiredi  to  '^^  juialM 
of  'Ciu^ad  Rodrigo,  Salamanca,  and  Zmoniy  -tat 
putting  those  towns  in  a  state  of  temponiiy  ctefeiidB^ 
and  arming  the  inhabitants. 

I  have  proposed  (I  hope  with  your  approbation} 
that  the  same  measure  should  be  extended  to  Tata, 
and  even  to  Astorga. 

Believe  me,  with  gr^at  ttuth  and  teipect^ 

Sir, 
Your  mbat  obedient  faumbte  seir«^^    ', 


k 


'      -V, 


>  ;  ( «^m>BB  tIB  J09UI  MOOmMf.  ^^ 

f 

endeafTour  ho«»ver  did  not  pi^VSfotHfifgire^^ 
ddi^ule  Af  this  tmpi9tmf4  ooiMJAclawl  /^ 

c — ^ery;i8Cii4ibleipfl5QCf  i9^(e|^gip^^  ?*W^^#I?? 


wbo  ifaad  faeen 


t^ 


K. 


ufi  t)ie'feople)tiMietitQ)inake  an.  effottw ;  l[Jfii^i\e^^ 
k  m  Import  itq  the  ^  gononl;  ji? om  the  jtntpital  4f£,^ 


ei 


<f 


'Tetpratto 


C  ' 


lency  so  ^easoa  ito  expect  tintt^vAor  .n^lllpQ^fjif^^i^ 
Tkmt  is.BO  artillery,  lao  gariiso^  i^jr  ^x^s^pt{ihe 
itoiMMmcia*  riThd^SpasiiaJi  soldteni  pqur  b|f;(^f(^b9^t 
1(00)  are  meieiijF^  ion  theis  way  tpr^Ui^rinaf^uijs^di^ 
Romana ;  and  as  to  any  neighbouring  P^^^ffi^tif^ff^ 
ane  iio>  people  .whom  i  cm ,  call  upofa  ^  <t|^  <^^upy 
'tliem,  or  should  expect  to  defend  ^^91$  l^Yfifffeir 
naturaUy  atroi^  they  jnaij-^^  for  J  ^||9;.pe9pie 
^ho  are  thinkii>gof  the  ^nemy,^  f^i(yan^^.^ltll.$^ 
seRtUnent9  b^o^d  pa^iv^  i^isiike^  aad^iiopc^fpf^;^ 

ThU  extract , is  gi  v^  here,  wly.  ajts.fio-xqlfil^i^fi  j^ 
formation.    .  ^  ■     .    ,tM.,.r,r  ,  .  *.  i 

Of  the  l2^  4ay'A4iH^qlT  of  jtbevarmy,^ro^j]9i;^- 
«o$,  the  fbUowii^  4«ft9^ipjti<)P  »>  4PP  ^iHuraptjc^jf^ 

side  of  tiwr^WDi.  wlM<^iHf»ft ^^i^pt^ |p  jii^^blpjjifii 

Re  S 
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Boot:  kit        mmm^*      «k«   .*«»A«i»»«^  «,A«««1  — »   «^;«^* 


'  CJIA^JK*. 


Up;  the  enemy  s cavalry  triod  to  interntpt>thi%l)ut 
^^^        tbey  were  driven  back  by  the  £8tk  regiiiicsnt*^  i> . 
juioiry,      :   g^f  John  Moore^-  being:  anxbus  to*BxmmiipmlStm 
Brittfamji.     poditfons  Dear  Coraimay  left  tte  reservae^  undo-ge* 

iberal  Piget^  and  pi'oceeded  fromifietaiiciM  with  die 
math  body  of  the  army.  He  passed  evfciy  nigjumealit, 
and  addressed  thb'  conimandiiigwoffiaer*o£«ycl4iob» 
s^rvin^  to  theiily  that  there-  v^s  tio  pardcnjitf:  post 
for ^rtidmmanding-offieer,  who'ioiil^ht.to  ruigB^OB 
tte  front,  6anl^  and>Mfeir  of  his  regisi|Maib;j  j^t  Ik 
eye  should  be  every  where^:  and  thataU  istrsiggiUDg 
shoiild  be  prevented  by  the  actigiQfof  ithe  rtBcoobt 
^^ '  This  tiras  ho  situation  for  such.  demeatBryt.  u- 
structibhs.    If,  as  is  to  be  feared^  ibme  iBd  aofedo 
their  dufty,  they  ought  to  have  beta  exenybrillr 
punished.  •    '    /.     j     n^^i 

The  march  was  conducted  with  much  «ioie  n- 
gularity  than  on  former  occasions;  yet  eigiit.or 
nine  stragglers  were  detected,  who  luid  ^pnoedtd 
the  column,  and  had  taken  possession' of  n  houK 
and  the  wine  contained  in  it  ,  They  wew  aeiMd, 
and  brought  prisoners  to  the  general ;  on  M^nebhe 
halted  the  army;  and  the  'commandfng*sofltoirB  cyf 
the  regiments,  and  the  captains  of  the  cdiii)|MiiiiM| 
to  which  the  prisoners  belonged^  WeneecM  ifbr. — 
Their  haversacks  were  searched-M  discover  If  they 
contained  plunder;  and  he  inquired  hawhiag  Ae 
*lnen  had  been  absent  from  their  r^^tetotij  'io  :;L.\ 


4. 


Ao  officer  fepKed  ia,  sir  Job^etbftt,^  ^JSJS^ 

prisoneNip  not  being  aUc  to  miw^  with  tbiei  coluiHiii,:  ^  ^tS^^ 
Imd  bcM  #wit  on  hc^ic^  fiD09i3di9|»  toi  lilie  »g«fr*l>.    ^^''JL 

orders.       .rf>  -:  -,  n  p.;    i   -i^..;.!  tV*-:  /3-i  U)  niiVr    lul  l»AiAtn>i- 

Sir  John  answered,  that  when  he  gave  out  oiderSi 
he  c^^sifkted'^t^kiTlie  uddnossctd^henhto  miUtfiy       .  i 

ructi }  fiwr^  w^iC'b^^ta  writ«QV0ry/dQtaH,rim^w4ei^ 
bodkcOMld^p.tain  t^m;  Whi^tih^tmnmcTf^i^i^yn 
mg siw^h  an ^d^  wasi  to  jbiw/up  wcl]^:«eQ;M 

were  Hnidsileto/inafchiif  ith  tbe(;rc!|[iiMnt»  aA4  jpl4$f 
them  under  the  cliarge  of  an  officer  or  a  nonrcoqir 

niissic^ed  loffloer ;  btttuB<)o^b(e4ty  ithq^ 

have beeiivseiit t^rvtheiBselv^  tq  fplUJw  th^r.piwni 

4or  in  tbCf  posisesstoa  of  .this  man,,,b«  jPi^t  ha^ 
hieep  condemned  to  dfatb^  and  yo^  W9i44iHY^ 
been  tiie  cause  of  his  guilt."    ,  .    ,;.  i m-    .r  ? 

SurelyaU  this  wa^  bf^ttpr qjcmlat^% ^. private 
vpaiade  of  ,e>gcici^,  attciMJk^  ^  fif  w^^h  it))^.  w^t 
. iatal. dcLay* ^  *      '-t'l'-'.^?.  i  *:;**    j:r>.  ^c  v     ri 

.  ..Sir  Jql^n  node, oo  tQ  C0v\vkmvm^.YkvijP^  ^h^^ 
j{feQsit«on$  ia  the  ^eighbfSMfluK^v,.  ,{^,.rvyr     u  .t 
;  T^w^gilards:.alK^gc^>eral  Ffafior>  brjgMUjiflWC 

iquaftsred  in  thciJoyu;  .geqeial  HoRft's^4iyi^i0n:in 

•       •  • 

the  suburbs  ;m  aod/goitflnl  Pdget^iWtt^  ^  nwwye, 
at  El-Burgo,  near  the  bridge  of  the  Mero^  and  in 
the  viUagei  p^  the.St,  Jsfft  rp^  ,„..,  „:„„^  , . 
■>.Two>hBdga».ift;  the  .vkiiiitjr  .wei«ide»tBtgr«iif  at 
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^  fai^  if^   ^^  ^^  which  the  superintending  officer  of  cogiseers 
^^''^]>^J^  lost  his  fife  by  a  premature  explosion  of  the  mine; 
^^^*      one  of  the  numerous  unhappy  instanoeaarisil^ fim 
the  want  of  previous  practice  in  the  men.      •    -  • 

The  Britiih  When  the  army  at  length  arrived  at  Geinfiua.  it 

army  am?ea  tt  •/  ct  .  ^  » 

cormma.         ^^as  fouud^  that,  With  the^  cxccption  of  a  iW  itlijf^ 

m  ifHiich  some  sick  and  lame  stragglers  «4k>4nrf 
been  sent  in  advalice,  embarked^  thO'tniaMpOrti 
being  detained  by  adverse  Windfi  were^iwt*  yet  a^ 
rived. ■  '  ■  ■     '  •-  "•'■•* 

With  the  jordinary  fbrtuheb  of  this^  ataiy^  irftat 
traversing  two  hundred  and  fifty  tniltis  of  a^VairkMii 
country,  under  every  infliction  <^  fhe  el^inimts^  m 
frequent  conflict  with  the  enen^,  and*  greatly  inllN 
out  confidence  in  its  leader,  it  had  now  Co  e3i|)erif-' 
cnce  its  greatest  danger.  '         ' 

The  position  at  Coruntia  was  bad  in  the  tttrettie** 
General  officers,  acknowledged  by  sir  John  Ifooie 
to  be  of  excellent  judgment  and  distingiushed  < v*^ 
lour,  regarded  this  final  situation  of  theartBy-Jiabl^ 
to  be  overwhelmed  from  the  surrounding  failb''}  Mgl» 
cannonaded  from  every  quarter,  as  so  desthictive 
to  it,  that  they  represented  to  the  comfnandep<i*uir 
chief  the  propriety  df  endeavouring  to  entef'Sto 


Ferrol  would  not  have  been  better,  cdm'iiiBnttdbyhigk^llhl% 
with  a  harbour  so  intricate,  as  to  be  diflibiU«#f  d«i»rliire. 


\ 
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tenns  with  tb?  French genenU  for  an  unmolestCfl  '^fj^^i*" 
embarkation.  .    ^*"^!2^^ 

It  is  laconically  stated  in  the  Narrative  of*  t^is  J«»^- 
Operations,  thi^t  *^  sir  John  Moore,  tdtkout  a  mo-  Cohiim.:.ir^ 
n^enfs  hesitation^  rej^t^d  this  advice ;''  it  might 
hare  been  added,  as  he  had  done  every  oditr  Irt-wi^ 
what  success,  is  best;  seen  in  the  resuHs:  >  Yet  $^ 
John  Moore  hesitated  at  every  step  oin  bi$  advanoq^ 
and  before  the  jnpctiop  <^  the  •  f  reftch  armies^  ti^ 
the  csy;>tnre  of  M^dridn  when  prfwiptitu^e  and  dflh 
cision  fqnp^  the  soul  of  his  caix^paigQ,  ^fi^tiiQ  on^ 
inyigQfatiy^  power  of  th#  poor,  (enjthuMastiCt  y«]t 
braye^i^fl  .p^nptic,  Spanish  arfnies. .  ^  .  ^ 

The'^r/ench  ^oon  kit  no  doubti  qf  ^  situajtion 
of  the  Britiif h  f  rajy ;  and  that  anjrtjf  i^^ffif^f^m^ 
itself  menaced,  t\m  it  fPTgot  ^piy  pfljer  ^^i^fffSk- 
tiou  in  its  duty.  P^W  was  8|>irit  apd  acliirity.;  ^and 
whatever  the  opinion  of  tiie  airvy,-  of  the  ip^lib^ 
rate  decision  of  sir  John  Moore,  it  ei;hibited  a  de- 
termipat^on  that  ^l^t  (d^iQn  shwW  t?9  jrighl, 
under  any  circum^tan?^  wht<;h  pquated  on  the 
enei^g^es  of  a  British  military  fbrpe ;  mA  this,  to  its 
eternal  praise  be  it  recorded,  with  as  much  ardour 
us  it  would  have  clone  if  ^  prQudly  vibtoHcfus  mto 
^he  Q^p^l  of  Spaip,  ^pd  thfmce  Against  tJtp  yciC^ill^ 
q)nsqli(Uited  army  ftf  thjs  j^qroptaip  ykjtor  J 

were  in  motion  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Ifero^ 
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^tJUf.It^  thcMCc  dignified  by  the  naine  of  Av#,  and'tOokk 
^"^'^^'^^i^^  position  extending  from  its  left  flank  on  tlfe' VMljige 

jtDosry.      0f  Pei'iUo  alone  the  margin:  -  '^' 

Conuute.  •  To  oppose  this  movement,  some  torpi'of-thc^Bn- 

tish  army  formed  the  section  of  an  ^xten^c  dtdf; 
on  the  iSth,  sir  David  IkiM,-with  his*  ^^m, 
quitted  Conibna  for  a  position  en  the  netj^hiboilnb^ 
rise,  commencing  at  thie  vilhugcfoffilvina^'aii  itfid 
also  gMeral  Hope  on  his  left^  whose  divisioiaf 'cdlit- 
ihanded  the  road  to  Betanzos,  and  in  utrlkMe  rMr, 
about  half  a  mile,  w^  the  reserve,  undef  ItitA  Fi^r, 
at  a  viltage  on  the  Beitanzos  road.  The  diVinidof  of 
general  Frazer-  was  placed  about  haH^ia'tiileTrarll 
Corunna,  near  the  VigO  road,  laCross  a  vallej^,  be- 
tween which  and  that  of  sir  David  Bafrd^  di<('95¥h 

■  ■  ■ 

(rifle  corps)  formed  an  admirable  <^hain.     *  «•'   ' 

■  ■ 

The  troops  iio w  enjoyed  a  momentary  *  Tepose 
and  refreshment  from  the  new  meatis  wrthid'their 
power;  while  their  officers,  under  the  direbtfaVi  of 

m 

the  commaMler-in-chief,  were  occupied  iir  ^hdell- 
vouring  to  preserve  a  menacing  front  tdwkrds'tlife 
enemy,  dunng  the  progressive  embarkatSoiir'^lfte 
army.  •*  '•   *  '!  •-■*' '-'" 

Sir  John  Moore,  it  seems,  performdd  the  lAibutoiit 
^  duties  of  a  general,  exianiined  every'plot  oif  ^rbuiid 

in  the  neighbourhood;  and  the  result'ii^a^  tfiat'tif 
two  ranges  of  amphitheatral  height^  the  wj^dior 


U 
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must  be  resigned  to  the  Fi^di,  atfd^he  infeKAr  *^Jj**- 

necessarily  occupied  by  the  English.                      "  ^*"^iaS^ 

For  otherwise,  that  i^  if  the  siirWiinding  bills,  /^■""'Ww 

foor  miles  abot^  Corunna^  had  heeh  occupied  by  BriUah  am^  at" 

Conuuub 

lis,  both  the  right  and  left  flanks  of  the  British,  thds 
ActAided  bey  Olid  their  fbrce,  might  have  been  liable 
to'  be  turned,  by  vAndh  itiean^ '  especially  on  ther 
right  flank,  the  enerty  might  penetrate  to  Corutina. 
Mr.  MootiB  has  repifesentedf  that  this,  disadvantage- 
odS  «sit  wa^  wiis  better  thati  in  fact  retiring  alto- 
gethpr  within  the'  town,  with  an  in-iytng  piquet, 
with  M  hich  it  would  be  difficult  to  disputed  '        ' 

•Thi^^rsdnat  siitiiaHon  of  the  British  general,  for 
the  fiiist '  thne,  betbfnes  a  reat  scene  *  *of  mttres^ 
thMr^h  not  frdm'the  hotices  which  fii  thMe  htst(U 
rical  anangWrieiafts'  one  is  compiled  ^  riEltbgnli^'-: 
for  really  the  facts  in  the  statement  of  the  Memoirs 
of  Mr.  Moibre,  of  sir  John  Moore  being  on  horse- 
bafek  four  hours  and  a  Half  (without  any  cold  calcu- 
lation,  from  day- break  of  January  13  to  eleven  of 
ttiat  forenoon)  when  com|wed,  to  go  iio  farther, 
iWtW  4  hlDirse-guards  parkde,  or  even  a*  Hyde-lPirk 
ih6niing-ride,  are  not  such  as  to  excite  a  valuable 
attention,  and  are  accompanied  oy  arcun)stances 
too  painful  hot,  at  the  same  time,  to  excite  regret, 
that  the  whole  should  not  be  otherwise*.   ; 

.  The  best  picture  is  nSforded  from  the  iskklt  Valu- 
able documents,  yet  such  as,  from' theii' inmiiteiiess 


I 
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^M??i"*  ««*  peculiarity  of  fedmg,  to  excite  .particular  i^ck 
jumaty.         g^  j^j,,^  Moorc  had  been  on  horseback  from  day* 

Mdsh  may  tt  .  ■   .   -r^ 

break  to  mak^  every  arrangemeitt  for  battfew  Jpf 
returned  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon^  epchauftid 
with  fatigue,  and  sent  for  brigadier-general  Stuac^ 
and  desired  him  to  proceed  to  &]glan(|,  and  expfajfi 
to  ministers  the  situation  of  the  ^rmy. 

He  said,  a  vessel  would  convey  .l^q^  fqi^  he  vfu 
so  tired  he  was  incapable  of  writings  Jbiit  jtbf^t  gener 
ral  Stuart,  being  a  competent  judge  of  iBveiy  i^^pSf 
required  no. letter.  :.; 

He  then  rested,  and  took  some  nefr^ment;  fud 
two  hours  afterwards,  the  vessel  not  bdo^  flujite 
ready,  nor  general  Stuart  gone,  he  callod  (bf  fH^ 
and  wrote  o^  his  last  despatch .  to  g^fWiffifaflt. ; : 


1  ■ 


The  following  is  most  eTctjaordinary  >-r>    .  r  r 

My  lord,  _ 

Situated  as  this  army  is  a^  prescntL  Jtia 
impos8iible  for  me  to  detail  to  your  Iqr^alwp  Ihi 
events  which  have  taken  plac^  since  I  had  jdii 
honour  to  addresji  .you  from  Astprga,  on  thf  SL^ 
December.     I  have  therefore  dptermiifed  to  ^a^^ 


• » 


*  This  being  m  prmlte  letter^  and  not  written  in  the  iiiOaliifaki. 
t$^  pf  official  deipatcbei^  t  WM Aopgbt  {aDp«r,ibgr.tiia  aeeniary 
Qf8tMe»to-9imtiQi:ie^|ms9^g«.  _     ^ 


to  England  brigadier-geoeral ;  Charley  ^teipa?t^ . 9*  ^^^^^^^ 
the  officer  best  qualified  to  givp  you  every  iufor-  ^"^^^'^^ 
mation  you .  can  want,  both  with  resp^  to  our       ^^^• 

Sir  Jalm  M4m% 

actual  Bituatioo,  aad  the  evehtg  which  have  led  tq  toMfc^^K; 
it:  From  his  connection  M^th. your lprdshipyap4 
unth:  his  majesty^s  mimsters>  whatever  he  relates  ia 
Qiost  likely  to  he  believed.  He  is  a  man  in  who^ 
honour  I  have  thje  n^ost  perfect  reliance ;  jbe  is  in- 
cafal^  of  stating  any  thing  li^Mtthe  truth,  and  it  is 
the  truth  which  at  all  timen  I  wish  to  convey  tq 
your  lordship,  and  to  the  king's  government 

Your  lordship  knows  that  had  }.  fcd^wed  my 
owo  c^ipipn  ifi.a.  a^itUtii^iy  n^^n,  I shj^ild  hay<;. c^ 
tiri$d.wit;h.£tie,ai7i^,fT^3aU(nafu^.  .Tbe  Spfui^l^ 

r 

tmlMf^  wer^ ./then:  ]^^^^i  the^  yf^i  i¥>  3p^9»b 
fprce  tp  v^htqh  w^  cQMld  un^tp^  f^^d  l:\m^9a|tis$€|4 
dhat  no  efforts,  wo^ld  be  w»d^  .to  ajd  uji,  or  ^voiir 
the  cause  in  whiqbthey  wer^.fii\gaged.  :  J  wai  sen* 
«ifale,  hQweyer»  th^t  th»  apathy  and  in^ifiference  qf 
the  Spaniai}ds  wonVl  Of^m  Mve  been  believsed; 
tbal^  had  the  Biiiji»}i  jl>9eiif  >w^tiv|n^i^«^  .^e  low  of 
the  caitM  wouid  haw!  beexiiO^^M' to  their  retseat ; 
and  it  was  neoessary,  to  risk  <thi8^>sMriny  to  cppv^^iee 
thep6Ctplejof«£ngiand,:a8  well  ai  libe  rest  of  £u|ro|f^ 
diat  the  ^Munardsihadineidier  ;th6  jtower,  inor  4he 
moihatiom,  to  make  any.  efibrts  fo^.  tbemselvfin* .  > 

It  was  for  this  ixasote  r^iid;  I^mMC^ 
As  a  cHversioR^  Jtisiidoeeded;: ;  1  hfOngbl  4i»  inbple 
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BooKin    cfisposable  force  of  tlie  French  agaitast  tMiaMniiy, 
^^-•^"^r^^   and  it  has  been  allowed  to  follow  iL   wkhtottt  a 

1809.  ^  ^  ^  . 

janovy.      single  moveoient  being  made  to  favour  its.retrtttt; 
tokN^Castto-    The  people  of  the  Ga:IIicias,  thougl^  armedl,  titader 

no  attempt  to  stop  the  passage  of  the  French 
through  their  mountains.  They  abandoned  thmr 
dwellings  at  our  approach,  drove  away  their  carti^ 

oxen,  and  every  thing  that  could  be  c^  the  smallest 

...  .      • 

aid  to  the  army.    The  eonsequence  has  been^  ti^ 

oar  siqk  have  been  left  behind;    and '  When  *  oaf 

horses  and  mules  failed,  which  on  subh  tfftatobesf 

and  through  such  a  country^  Was  the  case  to  M  great 

extent,  baggage,  amniuuitioB,   storeis,  iai^  MVt 

money,  were  necessariiy  destroyed  or  abandiHifad:  " 

*    I  am  soriy  to  say  that  the  aritiy,  whosd  ooitdMet 

I  liad  such  reasfon  to  extol  on'  its  inarch  thMUgjk 

Tcii'ttigal,  and  on  its  arrival  in  S|>ain,  has'totllfy 

changed  its  -  character  since  it  begaii  t6  ^netreat;*'"! 

can  say  nothing  in  its  favour,  bat  that,  wbcb^llliMe 

xvas  a  prospect  of  lighting  the  eneimyv^i^c  aiSb 

were  then  orderly,  and  seemed  pleased^'  dndi  Jolil^ 

mined  to  do  their  duty.     In  front  of  Villafiwka 

the  French  came  up  with  the  reserve, -with  Mfaidi 

I  was  covering  tlie  retreat  of  the  amiy.  /.Th^^- 

tacked  it  at  CalcabakMr    I  retired^  OQVjwedJbygflie 

95  th  regimen  ty  and  marched  that  night  Jto  Hem- 

rias,  and  theiice  to  Nbgales  and  Lugo;:  whfere^I 

had  ordered  the  different  divisions  winch  precgiietl 
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to  halt  smd  collect    At  Lugo,  the  French  again  boqi^  iii. 
came  up  with  me;   they  attacked  our  advaqced  ^^-^'"v^ 
postjs  on  the  6th  and  7th,  and  were  repulsed  in      ^^W; 
both  attempts,  with  little  loss  on  our  side^  tvJkHdCvii^: 

I  heard  from  the  prisoners  taken,  that  tliree  dL-  '  ** 

visions  of  the  Fi*euch  army  commanded  liy  Marshal 
Spu}t  were  come  up :  I  therefore  expected  to  be 
attacked  on  .the  morning  of  the  8th*  It  was  my 
wish  to  come  to  that  issue ;  I  had  perfect  confi- 
dj^nce  in  the  valour  of  the  troops,  and  it  was  only 
bjr,  crippling;  the  enemy  tlrnt  we  could  hope  either 
to  ,retr^t  or  to  embark  unmolested.  I  made  every 
pj;^p^ratk>n  to  receive  th^  attack;  and  drew  out 
th?  an|w  in  the  morning  to  oifTgr  battle.  This  was 
^Qifjaj^six^al  Soult's  object :  he  either  did  not  think 
j^msel^  sufficiently  strong,  or  he  wished  to  play  a 
surer  g^e  by  attacking  u&  pn  our  niarch,  or  during  • 

pui;  embarl^ation.  The  country  was  intersected, 
^d  .hi3  ppjaition  too  strong  for  me  to  attack  with 
ap  inferiou^  force.  T)ie  want  of  provisions  would 
uqX  enable  me  to  wait  longer.  I  marched  that 
i^bt  f^ai^d,  in  two  forced  marches,  bivouaqhing  for 
^  Of  ejglit  hoi^rs  lathe,  rain,  I  reached  Bentanzos 
opthfi4.Q*U,instant,,.»      ....  .    : 

;;  A^.X.Hgo.1  was.  ^j|j8||^le^^pf  the  impossibility  qf 
Teaching  Yigo,,whiqhwil?.. at  too  great  a  distance, 
aiul,<t^(^ed  no  iadvaptagc^  to  embark  in  the  face 
oCiupi , enpavv    M^. .i^tentk>p  "ihen  w^  to  have  re- 

■         J  f 
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^  cmK'?*   treated  to  the  peninsula  of  Betanzos ;  where  I  hoped 

^•^JJJp^  toiind  a  position  to  cover  the  eiAobarkation  of  the 

jMDuy.      army  in  Ares  or  Rodes  Bays ;  but  having  sent  u 

toiordOMife*    officer  to  reconnoitre  it,  by  his  report  I  wascte^ 

termined  to  prefer  this  place.  I  gave  notice  to  the 
admiral  of  my  attention,  and  begged  that  the  trate- 
ports  might  be  brought  to  Corunna.  Hild  1  fbdnd 
them  here  on  my  arrival  on  the  II th  install^  xne 
embarkation  would 'easily  have  lieen  efieciEed: ;  fbrl 

'  ■  ■  ■ 

had  gained  several  marches  on  the  FrentAu  Tbef 
have  now  come  up  with  us ;  the  transport^'  are*  ilbt 
arrived.  My  position  in  front  of  this  place  bi  viely 
bad  one;  and  this  place^  if  I  am  fmiffS\6^m6n 
into  it,  is  commanded  within  musket-sHot;  itid 
the  harbour  will  be  so  commanded  by  caiiiiibiryNl 
the  coast,  that  no  ship  will  be  able  to  He  hiit^'  la 
short,  my  lord,  general  Stewart  will  ittferiiryoii 
how  critical  our  situation  is.  It  has  been  reooolt 
mended  to  me,  t6  make  a  proposal  to  the  enein^tt 
induce  him  to  allow  us  to  embark  qiiiedy ;  'la 
which  case,  he  gets  us  out  6f  the  country  abbin^  add 
obtains  this  place  with  its  stores,  &c.  complete;  tUi, 
otherwise,  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  niidce  ifHonJI 
defence,  which  must  ensure  the  destructioli  HMF'tte 
town.  I  am  averse  to  make  any  such  jnbpofed ; 
and  am  exceedingly  doubtful  if  it  wouKhiiCrSlil- 
tended  with  any  good  effect:  but,  whate^i^*^ 
resolve  on  this  head,  I  hope  your  lordship' #iBhrdl 


irvtvitt  ^i^  S6&S  MObitk.  '      '  ^iifl 

assur^  thtt  I  shai  acai>t  rid  Idths  that  art  in  the  *^^ff^ 
least  diish6fiodrible  td  the  ariny,  'or  to  the  coUnliy. 
*I  find  I  Mve  been  hd  into  greater  length  and  liriot^ 


Sir  Joka  Moon 

"dietiJl  than Ithbii^tl'shbtild hilvehadtimfe  for:  I  toio«ic«tie. 
have  'wtiifta  '  tnider  interhiptions,  and  with  n^ 
mmd'  mtich^occupied  with  other  matV^r.    Mf  letter 
^tten  so  c&releisly  €aii  bhly  be  tionfsfdered-  *s 
•^iivile ; '  Vhen  1  have  ihore  '  leistf ti,.  I  nhaH  wrrte 
'mdti  c6r*cttly .    In  the  lAeati  time  i^  Wly  on  gfehfe- 
ral  Stewart  forgiving  your  lordship' Ihe'hifollnaticMi 
ixidAkiiSi  Wch  I  have  ortititeid.  *  I  shbuld  ferret 
his  absence^  for  his  services  have  been  veiy  des- 
tinguished :  but  the  state  of  his  eyes  makes  it  im- 
possible'ttir  hhn  to  s^e,  and  this  cmitltry  is  not 
jone  ip.jwbi9h;cavalry  can  be  of  mi^eh  ^se. ..     } 

Ifjl  suqpc^  ii^;emb^kpg[  tl)e  an^yi  t  alj^al)  send 
it  to  £ngland-r^it.ji^  quite,  unfit  fof  further  ^nln^ 
.tmtil  it  ha&  bc^Tefittedy  which  can  bes^  be  done 
there.  , 

f  I  .1  havq  the  honour  to  be.  &c.. 

.  I . .    '  •     >    .  !  ;  i ;  I  .  >M  »    1,  • ;     i  *  <  •  /■      (*'!'• 

}...  Pp  t|ie.i4ija»,pf  January,  the  ci«!inj5. cffro^ofWd 

»,cwnpn?^^  on  ^»!e:!eft,.»par  thf  ro^^^fovii-I|i^^g5Q ; 

,,^he;Bmtish artUl^fy  ffi?uTRed, Jj|iaj.fif^ pjjithgr^t,^- 

,%>,  ^fl^.fin§^yJOfflq«f^ed.,thi;«3QDi^  Jto'jjfi^jy,^ 

There  was  found  on  .a  hill  on  t|ie  outside  of  the 
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OK  nt    British  posts  a  magazine  of  4ppQ  barrels  of  giin- 
<^v^    powder,  which  had  been  brought  frooi  Englaiid^ 
^^j'     and  was  uselessly  (let  us  say  i;mfortuiiately)  I^  b 
']    store,  while  the  Spanbh  arinies  w.erewithoiit am- 
munition.   Jhe  general  ordered  that  as  majiy,  l>ar* 
rels  as  possible  should  be  coiiyeyeid  to  Cpmrnui, 
which,  for  want  of  carts  and  mules,  was  ^a  afDi|tl 
portion,  and  that  the  rest  should  be  blp>vni^<fPi 
The  explosion  was  tremendous  and  shoot:  Conj^jn^ 
like  an  earthquake.  ^'-^  |j/ 

In  the  evening  the  transports  fronf  y|g^|>9y!?.j* 

:  f»'i:I.-?|f;    hi: 

The  following  is  from  the  general's  jpumal:—^ 


!•         «  ''.i 


1 

January  I5th,  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  lieig^t 
where  the  magazine  had  been  blo\Vn'  ttp^  aJbd  op- 
posite  to  the  position  of  the  British.  '■       ■  *     ' 

The  rifle- corps  skirmished  with  the  eiuiiil^s 
light  troops  on  the  right. 

In  the  evening,  colonel  Mackenzie  of  the  5lJ^ 
commanding  the  advanced  post  bn  the  lefl^  per- 
ceived two  of  the  enemy's  cannon  not  far  distant 
He  imagined  that  by  a  sudden  attack  he  m^g^ 
surprise  them.  He  accordingly  rushed  fbrWMl^ 
gallantly,  with  a  part  of  his  regiment;  bu^^ ^ 
crossing  a  field,  this  enterprising  officer  was  alio^ 
and  the  attack  failed.     ^  -'• 


i 
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In  fbrmiDg  the  disposition  for  ECtkui,  w  Joh»   ^Si^^^' 
found  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  much  Vr>j^  , 
artillery  could  not  be  employed.    He  directed  that    ^■^'*^  ^*- 

PrcpsnttioiM 

seven  six* pounders  and  one  bowitaser  should  he  foreniMrkiiif 
placed  along  the  line ;  and  four  Spanish  guoa  w4re 
kept  as  a  reserve,  to  be  advanced  to  any  point 
where  they  might  be  useful.    The  rest  of  the  ar-^ 
tillery  were  all  embarked  this  day. 

When  the  out«-posts  became  quiet,  the  general 
was  busily  occupied  with  colonel  Murray,  quarter- 
master-genetal ;  lieutenant-colonel  Anderson,*  of 
thf  adjutant-general's  department ;  and  the  naval 
officers,  in  making  arrangements  for  the  embar- 
kation; which  was  fixed  for  the  nnt  eveniiDg. 
But,  both  on  this  day  and  on  the  14th,  the  sick^ 
artillery,  dismounted  cavalry,  and  horses,  were 
incessantly  embarking. 

Sir  John  Moore,  continues  the  Narrative,  had 
this  day  the  pleasure  of  receiving  another  letter 
from  Mr.  Frere,  communicating  the  efforts  he  had 
made  to  check  the  advance  of  the  French. 

'^  ■  ■ 

SitiUc,  Jan.  fi,  1009. 

Sir^ 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  S3d,  Jf', jHioor.. 
informing  me  of  your  march  upon  Carrion,  I  mvote 

'  *  Brigadier-geneFsd  Clinton,  adjutant-gentaili  feH  dck,  and 
lieutaiiaiit'<x>k>nel  Anderson  acted  in  hii  ale*d. 

VOJU  III,  F  f 
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*?/i?.  "^   *•  *^  ^^^  ^^  Infiintado,  who  was  at  Cocm  widi 
^*^7^^^^  a  force  superior  to  that  which  the  French  had  kft 

■WW* 

Mf/fS^'      ^^  ^iadrid,  urging  him,  in  the  most  presang  mamr 
to  Hi  J.  Hook,  ner,  to  make  a  forward  movement  upon  that  cafHtd. 

I  left  this  letter  with  the  junta,  by  whom  it  was 
agreed  that  corresponding  instructions   should  he 
sent  to  the  duke  bv  tlie  minister  of  war.     It  was 
likewise  agreed,  that  similar  orders  should  be  fiir 
warded  at  the  same  time  to  tlie  marquis  of  Palacbs. 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  theai, 
which  has  since  been  communicated  to  me ;  aad^ 
though  I  find  them  by  no  means  so  pressing  as  I 
could  have  wished  and    expected,   I    have  still 
thought  they  were  of  sufficient  importance  to  jus- 
tify my  forwarding  them  to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  trudi  and 
respectj  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  H.  FacRE. 

It  is  exceedingly  agreeable  to  hear  this  judg- 
ment of  Mr.  Frere. 

"There  is  no  letter  of  Mr.  Frere's  undeserving  of 
attention ;  this  is  distinguished  by  urbani^  in  the 
expression,  and  energy  in  thematter." 

While  these  discussions  were  occupying  Ac 
British  army,  it  is  worthy  of  military  notice  to  ob- 
serve the  cool,  calm  proceedings  of  the  enemy. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  ifith-of  January,  (says   ®^„^^,V^ 
Mr.  Moore,)  the  French  posted  on  the  hills  were  ""^^i^^ 
apparently  quiet ;    no  firing  was  heard :   and  the    J»im«iy  i«. 
preparations  for  embarking  the  army  being  now  S?^^^ 
completed,  the  general  resolved  to  accomplish  it 
that  night. 

Orders  were  given  that  the  t^^ansports  should  re- 
ceive on  board  the  troops  of  every  corps,  as  fast  as 
the  boats  came  along  side.  It  was  intended  to 
sail  to  Vigo,  and  there  shift  the  troops  into  their 
proper  ships. 

This  last  order  of  the  general,  according  to  the 
same  authority,  was  then  issued. 

General  Orders. 

Head-quarters,  Conrnna,  I6th  January,  1809. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  directs  that, 
commanding-officers  of  regiments  will,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  they  embark,  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  names  of  the  ships  in  which  the 
men  of  their  regiments  are  embarked,  both  sick 
and  convalescent :  and  that  they  will  make  out  the 
most  correct  states  of  their  respective  corps  :  that 
that  they  will  state  the  number  of  sick  present^  also 
those  left  at  different  places  :  and  mention  at  the 
back  of  the  return  where  the  men  returned  on  com- 
mand are  employed. 

V  f  S 
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BOOK  III.        About  noon,  (continues  the  same  authority,)  tbc 
y^^^j  general  sent  for  colonel  Anderson,  to  coDimunicate 

1809.  f 

Januniy  16.     fiis  final  instiuctions  respecting  the  embarkatioiL 
furtheemfa^  Hc  dircctcd  that  he  must  continue   to  send  side 

men,  horses,  and  baggage,  aboard  the   ships  as 

quickly  as  possible :  but  that  he  wished  all  the  boats 
to  be  disengaged  at  four  in  the  afternoon ;  for  he 
intended,  if  the  French  did  not  mov^  to  begin  em- 
barking  the  reserve  at  that  hour.     And  that  be 
would  go  out  himself,  as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  to 
send  in  the   troops  by  brigades  in  the  order  he 
wished  them  to  embark.    He  continued  transactiDg 
business  until  a  little  after  one  b^clock,  when  hk 
horse  was  brought.     He  then  took  leave  of  cokmd 
Anderson,*  saying,  ''  Remember  I  depend  upon  your 
paying  particular  attention  to  every  thing.that  con- 
cerns the  embarkation  ;  and  let  there  be   as  little 
confusion  as  possible." 

One  would  thus,  with  every  degree  of  deference 
for  the  character  of  a  brave  and  accomplished  ge^ 
neral,  be  almost  led  to  concei-ve  that  sir  John  Moore 
had  not  the  smallest  idea  of  any  interruption  froni 
the  enemy  during  the  embarkation  of  his  army, 
were  it  not  for  the  circumstances  in  regard  to  ar- 
rangement  that  had  already  taken  places  and  the 
nature  of  his  marches  to  Corunna. 

Various  are  the  accounts  which  tend  to  shew 
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the  lamentable  want  of  every  kind  of  neciessary 
information  in  the  general,  and  pf  or^nization  19  S^^gfe^ 
his  army.     Painful  indeed  are  the  details,  by  no    .J«no«3r  i^ 
means  unauthenticated,  of  the  want  of  the  jSHn-  the  army. 
cipal  requisites    to    both,   in    the  commanding- 
4^fficers  of  regiments,  and  of  the  manner  in  wluch 
they  attempted  to  effect  a  shew  of  supplying  the 
deficiency.    Some  afi^ecting  extiuordinary  severity,* 

*  The  following  observations  of  a  journal  of  the  time  which 
were  uncontroverted,  may  give  some  idea  of  a  detail  which  could 
be  very  much^  and  perhaps  impartially  extended. 

*'  A  desire  has  been  manifested  in  vain  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons,  to  ascertain  the  discipline  of  sir  John  Moore's  army,  and 
its  conduct,  by  the  production  of  his  orders,  and  their  refusal  is  sin- 
gular^enough ;  but,  as  to  the  question,  we  found  a  mode  of  satisfaction  DiscipUne  of 
to  ourselves  very  simple  and  easy.  We  inquirad  of  such  parts  gf  b""  Joim  Moore*t 
.that  army  as  we  met,  on  its  retun^,  if  it  continued  well  organized,  ^ 
and  were  answered  in  the  aflfirmative— -for,  whenever  a  soldier 
offended,  the  regiment  desired  leave  to  halt  behind  the  brigade, 
and  immediately  tied  him  up  to  a  tree  and  flogged  him,  ofken  in 
the  very  &ce  of  the  enemy.  Again,  when  the  sick,  who  could 
be  but  poorly  provided  for,  from  laziness,  (or  else  weakness,) 
violated  decorum  in  the  functions  of  nature,  too  near  the  temp6- 
rary  hospital,  such  was  the  care  of  officers  in  r^ard.to  their  health, 
that  they  immediately  disgusted  them  with  their  own  impro- 
prieties, by  a  prostration  of  the  roost  sensible  organs,  in  the  same 
way  as  the  cleanly  housewife  teaches  her  offending  cat !  We 
inquired  if  the  Spanbrds  really  refused  all  aid  to  the  army,  and 
were  also  answered  yes;  for— often  they,  had rbeenlefl  oothip^ 
to  themselves ;  and,  in  the  suddenness  and  rapidity  of  retreat, 
one  body  was  disappointed  firom  another  having  been  before  it^ 
On  inquiring  if  they  were  ill-treated^ or  their  women  oiieo 
violated  ?  it  was  answered,^— when  they  would  not  (or  could  not) 
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^'^^^^"^^  fluence  of  the  particular  varieties  of  their  mtlitaiy 

1809.  *  .  "^ 

January  15.      education. 
Disordeif  of  the  ...  ,      .     .  i  «  i  « 

embarking  ar-        And  in  truth,  it  IS  Hot  oiuch  to  DC  woticlered  a^ 

that,  when  both  officers  and  men  had  so  long  been 
held  in  suspense ;  so  often  led  to  expect  the  ap* 
proach  of  that  consummationthey  so  long  devoutly 
wished, — possession  of  the  capital,  and  a  serioas 
conflict  with  the  enemy ;  and  so  repeatedly,  and 
so  suddenly,  not  to  say  conspicuously,  disappointed; 
and  at  the  moment  of  hope  and  expectation,  led  to 
the  reverse;— in  a  retreat,  disgraceful  in  eveiy 
thino"  but  the  unsullied  valour  of  the  army :  it  can- 
not  excite  surprise  that,  in  such  a  situation,  an 
army  constituted  as  this  had  been  should  experience 
disorganization,  and  occasion  severe  grounds  for 
complaint  in  return. 

Whatever  was  wanting  in  some  department^ 
which  appears  sometimes  to  have  been  peculiarly 
the  case,  it  is  very  agreeable  to  recognize  the  indi- 
vidual merit  of  the  medical  officers  during  this 
melancholy  period  of  this  disastrous  campaign. 
Though  suffering  themselves  every  deprivation 
attendant  on  its  numerous  evils,  they  were  ever  at 
dieir  post,  and  in  addition  to  their  particular  duties, 

furnish  the  soldiery,  they  naturally  endeavoured  to  compel  them  to 
do  it:  and  that  as  to  the  women,  whenever  the  men  did  oScir  them 
violence  they  were  punished  for  it/* 
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found  means  to  assist  the  allies,  and  even  oc-  book  hl 
casionally  to  perform  professional  offices  of  huma-  ^^-^TIXo^*^ 
nity  towards  the  enemy.  Jtnuwy  id. 

.  "*    .  Ststeofdiecni- 

The  junior  members  of  the  commissariat,  to  use  bwUng  vmj. 
sir  John  Moore's  phrase,  "  were  young,**  and   the 
men  employed  in  the  operations  of  the  engineer 
were  often  unequal  to  them. 

The  trying  moment  was  however  arrived  when 
all  were  to  be  proved,  under  all  the  disadvan- 
tages of  their  various  circumstances,  and  when  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  any  that  were  deficient 
If  aught  were  wanting  to  stamp  the  character  of 
the  British  army  when  rightly  instructed,  and  led 
with  animation,  let  the  circumstances  preceding, 
and  the  conduct  of,  the  battle  of  Corunna,  be  con« 
sidered,  and  more  can  ne\^er  be  wanting.* 

•  It  has  been  mentioned  in  the  course  of  correspondence  whidi 
is  solicited  from  every  quarter  for  this  work,  and  may  therefore  be 
stated  here,  that  the  second  battalion  of  the  31st  regiment,  and 
the  tliird  battalion  of  the  27th,  were  sent  by  sir  David  Baird  round 
to  Lisbon,  and  were  not  in  the  retreat  of  sir  John  Moore. 
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BATTLE    OP   tORUNNA,    ANI>    EMBARKATION    Or 

THE  BRITISH  TROOPS. 

New  Character  of  the  Campaign, — Freparatiom  ^' 
the  Enemy. — Dispositions  of  the  confUcting  Ar- 
mits. — Sir  David  Baird  wounded. — The  Right 
Flank  of  the  British  Army  in  Action. — Majors 
Napier  and  Stanhope  wounded. — Sir  John 
Moore  killed. — Honourable  Death  of  the  British 
General. — The  British  Army  xcithdrawn  under 
General  Hope.  —  Embarkation  of  the  Troops. 
— Conclusion  of  the  Campaign. 


BOOK  III.       WHATEVER   the  feelings  which  may  have 

nil..  XI-  °  ' 

'^^"V^*^  accompanied  the  reader  in  his  proeress  throuefa  the 

1809.  ■  r      o  o 

jaiiuvv  16.    disastrous  campaign,  which  it  has  been  the  purpose 
itenrwchvac  of  thcsc  pagcs  to  dcscribe,  or  whatever  the  (acts 

trr  nf  tliecilfe' 

P'K"-  which  it  has  been  the  unpleasing  task  of  the  writer 

to  oppose  to  the  declarations  and  conduct  of  its 
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ill-fated  general,  they  must  cease  with  the  com-  ^f.^^/Jf 
mencement  of  this,  chapter ;  where  the  British  ^"^TSq^^ 
army  will  once  more  be  seen  in  its  natifre  character,    J««***y  *^ 

rinMJiliffi  far 

and  sir  John   Moore  appear  only  to  claim  the  btttie. 
highest  glory  that  can  shine  upon  the ,  soldier^s 
fortune. 

He  who  had  treated  with  injurious  coldness  an 
increase  of  bis  British  force,  and  refused  the  chief 
command  o^er  that  of  Spain,  who  had  libsitated 
and  declined  to  fight  the  enemy  in  detail  while  yet 
,in  lesser  numbers,  vrith  an  army  high  in  spirit 
and  perfect  in  equipment ;  was  now  to  fight  a  bat- 
tle, on  terms  every  way  reversed ;  and  that  army 
to  support  the  honour  of  its  country  under  cir- 
'Ciimstances  which  reflects  the  greatest  splendour 
*  on  the  British  arms. 

An  hour  and  a  half  after  noon  of  the  l6th  of  Jaa. 
sir  John  Moore  in  continuation  of  his  preparations 
for  the  embarkation  of  the  army,  mounted  his  horse, 
in  great  spirits,  to  visit  the  out-posts,  but  soon  re- 
ceived a  report  from  general  Hope,  confirmed  by 
a  deserter,  that  the  enemy's  line  was  getting  under 
amw.  He  had  scarcely  arrived  on  the  fidd,  when 
the  enemy's  li^it  troops  were  bdxld,  pouting  down 
upon  the  right  of  the  British  araiy,  formed  as  it 
has  been  -desoribedy  and  the  advanced  piquets  were 
firing  on  them.  •- 
IKtr  Jolm  Moore  otdatd  geneitl  JFiaser  .to  take  a 
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port  lord  William  Bcntinck  with  the  reserve,  wink 

1809.  *  ^ 

janotrj.      a  heavy  cannonade  from  eleven  guns  on  the  Idb 
uX    ^  ^'  covered  the  advance  of  four  strong  columns  of  tk 

enemy :  two  approached  the  right  from  a  wooi( 
one  the  centre,  and  the  other  from  £1  Burgo^  tk 
left  of  the  British  line,  supported  by  a  covps  wbid 
rested  half  way  down  the  hill.  To  the  rig^ 
the  attention  of  the  general  was  chiefly  directed 
from  an  idea  of  its  weakness  of  position,  though  it 
was  composed  of  the  4th,  ^idy  and  50th  regiment!^ 
with  the  guards  in  their  rear,  to  which  was  added^ 
the  reserve  under  general  Paget. 

The  enemy's  artillery  descended  rapidly,  the  two 
armies  a|)proached  each  other  under  a  heavy  fin. 
Sir  David  Baird  leading  his  division,  lost  his  left  vm 
by  a  grape  shot,  and  was  compelled  to  quit  the  fi^ld: 
but  it  had  no  effect  on  the  steady  advance  of  the 
troops. 
Action  com-  The  grouud  was  intersected  by  hedges  and  stooe 

walls,  except  on  the  right,  which  in  consequence  was 
attempted  to  be  turned  by  a  French  corps  from,  the 
left  of  the  enemy's  line,  (which  outflanked  that  of  the 
British)  moving  up  the  valley.  The  right  wing  of  the 
fourth  regiment  instantly  fell  back,  so  as  to. form 
an  obtuse  angle  with  its  left,  and  commenqed.a 
heavy  and  effectual  fire  from  the  right  flauk,  wl^ich 
sir  John  Moore  immediately  approved,  exdai^fa^ 
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"  it  was  exactly  what  I  wanted  to  be  done.''  The  ^^„^^,™* 
fiftieth  regiment  under  majors  Stanhope  and  ^"^^J^^J^^ 
Napier,  passed  the  inclosure  which  separated  them    J»«»»^^ 

*^  '^  "^  Battle  pfG»- 

from  the  enemy,  and  charging  most  gallantly,  drove  ">«"»• 
him  with  great  loss  from  the  village  of  Elvina,  at 
the  expense  of  major  Napier,  having  been  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner,  and  the  mortal  wound  of 
major  Stanhope.  The  general  also  approved  this 
charge  with  the  exclamation,  "  Well  done  fiftieth ! 
well  done  my  majors ! " 

The  forty- second  rushed  on  the  enemy  with 
their  usual  fire  till  a  wall  obstructed  them.  The 
commander-in-chief  bade  them  **  remember  Egypt,'' 
and  praised  their  conduct.  A  momentary  error 
of  the  light  company  arose  from  his  ordering  a " 
battalion  of  guards  to  their  left  flank,  which,  as 
their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  appeared  coming 
to  relieve  them,  but  it  was  instantly  repaired 
when  the  general  pointed  to  their  bayonets.  The 
French  artillery  was  now  playing  round  the  spot, 
from  which  a  cannon-ball  struck  the  left  shoulder  Death  «f«r 
of  the  commander-in-chief  and  he  fell.*  "    ^^ 

^  Of  the  &11  atid  death  of  lieutenant-general  lir  John  Moore» 
fortunate  in  the  most  affectionate  of  etilogitts,  various  accounts 
have  been  given  $  which  it  would  not  be  just  to  withhold. 

The  following  letter  fi^m  captain  Hardinge  describes  his  fidl : 
TMf  circomstances  whicli  took  pbce  ubmedistel  j  after  the  £»tal 
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Battle  of  Co- 
nuiiM. 
Dttth  of  tir 
Joha  Moore. 


Captain  Hardinge  reported  the  circumstance  to 
general  Hope,  who  now  assumed  the  command. 

blow  which  deprived  the  army  of  iti  gallant  commander,  sir  Joha 
Moore,  are  of  too  interesting  a  nature  not  to  be  made  public*  ibr 
the  admiration  of  his  countrymen.  But  I  trust  that  the  instances 
of  fortitude  and  heroism  of  which  I  was  a  witness*  may  alio  have 
another  effect,  that  of  affording  tome  consolation  to  bis  rebtavcs 
and  friends. 

With  this  feeling  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  committing  to 
paper,  according  to  your  desire,  the  following  relation. 

I  had  been  ordered  by  the  commander-in-chief  todeiire  a  bat- 
talion of  the  guards  to  advance  ;  which  battalion  was  atone  time 
intended  to  have  di>lodged  a  corpt  of  the  enemy  from  a  large 
house  and  garden  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  ;  and  I  was 
pointing  out  to  the  general  the  f«itu?tion  of  the  battalion,  and  our 
horses  were  touching,  at  the  very  momcni  that  a  cannon-diol 
from  the  ctiemy's  battery  carried  away  his  left  shoulder  and  part 
of  tlie  coIIar-boms  leaving  the  arm  hanging  by  the  flesh. 

The  violence  of  the  stroke  threw  him  olf  his  horse,  on  his  back. 
Not  a  muscle  of  his  face  altered,  nor  did  a  sigh  betray  the  leait 
sensation  of  pain. 

I  dismounted,  and  taking  his  hand,  he  pressed  mine  fixciUy, 
casting  his  eyes  very  anxiously  towards  the  42d  regiment,  which 
was  hotly  engaged ;  and  his  countenance  cxpreMed  *Hiifrif1iffn 
when  I  informed  him  that  the  regiment  was  advancing. 

Assisted  by  a  soldier  of  the  42d,  he  was  removed  a  few  yards 
behind  the  shelter  of  a  wall. 

Colonel  Graham  Balgowan,  and  captain  Woodford,  about  this 
lime  came  up ;  and,  perceiving  the  state  of  sir  John's  woiind«  in- 
stantly  rode  off  for  a  surgeon. 

The. blood  flowed  fast ;  but  the  aUempt  to  slop  it  with  mj  «ih 
was  useless,  from  tiie  size  of  the  wound. 

Sir  John  assented  to  being  removed  in  a  blanket  to, the 
In  railing  him  for  that  purpose,  his  sword  hanging  on  the 
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The  ftdl  of  SIT  John  Mooie^  any  more  tfau  the  re-  ^^^^f  "' 
moval  of  sir  David  Baird,  did  not  for  a  moment  ^"^^^C^^ 

'  N  1809. 

Jaoiuurf  16. 

side,  touched  his  arm,  and  became  entangled  between  his  legs.  nmnt. 

I  perceived  the  inconvenience,  and  was  in  the  act  of  unbuckling  P^U^^jJ^ 

ft  from  his  waist^  when  he  said,  in  his  osoal  tone  and  manner^ 

and  in  a  very  distinct  voice,  **  It  u  weil  MttUk    I  had  rather  k 

should  go  out  cf  the  field  wUh  me!' 

Here  I  feel  that  it  would  be  improper  for  my  pen  to  venture  to 
express  the  admimtion  with  which  I  am  penetrated  in  thus  (aith* 
fully  recording  this  instance  of  the  invincible  fortitude,  and 
military  delicacyi  of  this  great  man. 

He  was  borne  by  six  soldiers  of  the  42d  and  guards,  my  sash 
^pporting  him  iil  an  easy  posture. 

Observing  the  resolution  and  composure  of  hit  features,  I  cau^t 
at  the  hope  that  I  might  be  mistaken  in  my  fears  of  the  woifiid 
being  mortal;  and  remarked,  that  I  trusted  when  the  surge^m 
dressed  the  weimd,  thalf  he  would  be  spared  to  us,  and  recover. 
-^He  theil  turned  his  head  round,  and,  looking  steadfestly  at  t)M 
wound  for  a  few  seconds,  said,  ''  No  HardmgCf  I  feel  thoi  to  ^ 
impossible^ 

I  wished  to  accompany  him  to  the  reaf,  when  he  said,  *'  You 
need  not  go  with  me.  Report  to  general  Hope  that  I  am  wounded, 
^nd  carfitd  to  the  rear." 

A  seijeatit  of  the  42d,  and  two  spare  files,  in  case  of  accident, 
were  ordered  to  conduct  their  brave  gekieral  to  Coranna ;  and  I 
listened  to  report  to  general  Hope. 

I  have  the  honour  lobe,  &c.  &c.    ' 

H.  HARDINOt. 

The  tidings  of  this 'di«Grt«r  were  brought  to  sir  David  Baird 
yMitti'  (h^  Yorgeons  ivere  dfeising  ha  diattered  arm.  He  in- 
st^A'tly  commfmded  Aem  to  desist,  and  run  to  attend  on  sir  John 
ttoore.    Whefn  ttQr  attive4/  tnd'olSered  tbefar  assistance,  he  said 


\ 
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^c^^^^^'       About  noon,  (continues  the  same  authority,)  the 

s  ^^v^^^  general  sent  for  colonel  Anderson,  to  coDimuniate 

Januiiy  16.     fiis  final  mstTuctions  respecting  the  eoibaikatioD. 

for  thecmbjf  Hc  dirccted  that  he  must  continue  to  aend  side 

men,  horses,  and  baggage,  aboard  the  ships  as 
quickly  as  possible :  but  that  he  wished  all  the  boats 
to  be  disengaged  at  four  in  the  afternoon ;  for  he 
intended,  if  the  French  did  not  mov^  to  begin  em- 
barking the  reserve  at  that  hour.    And  that  he 
would  go  out  himself,  as  soon  as  it  was  dark^  to 
send  in  the  troops  by  brigades  in  die  order  ht 
wished  them  to  embark.    He  continued  transacting 
business  until  a  little  after  one  o'clock,  when  hil 
I       horse  was  brought.    He  then  took  leave  of  cokmd 
Anderson,- saying,  '*  Remember  I  depend  upon  your 
paying  particular  attention  to  every  thing.that  ccm- 
cems  the  embarkation  ;  and  let  there  be  as  litde 
confusion  as  possible." 

One  would  thus,  with  every  degree  of  deference 
for  the  character  of  a  brave  and  accomplbhed  ge- 
neral, be  almost  led  to  conceive  that  sir  John  Moore 
had  not  the  smallest  idea  of  any  interruption  fnni 
the  enemy  during  the  embarkation  of  his  armyy 
were  it  not  for  the  circumstances  in  regard  to  af- 
rangement  that  had  already  taken  plac^  and  the 
nature  of  his  marches  to  Corunna. 

Various  are  the  accounts  which  tend  to  shew 
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the  lamentable  want  of  every  kind  of  necessary  ^^^^^^ 
information  in  the  general,  and  qi  or^mization  19  ^^^^^ 
his  army.     Painful  indeed  are  the  deta:Us,  by  no    ?^^  K^ 
means  unauthenticated,  of  the  want  of  the  ]ft*in-  Uw  ann^. 
ci[>al  requisites    to    both,    in    the  commanding- 
<>fficers  of  regiments,  and  of  the  manner  in  whidb 
they  attempted  to  effect  a  shew  of  supplying  the 
deficiency.    Some  affecting  extiaordinary  seyerity/ 

*  The  following  observations  of  a  journal  of  the  time  which 
were  Hncontroverted,  may  give  some  idea  of  a  detail  which  could 
be  very  much,  and  perhaps  impartiallj  extended. 

*'  A  desire  has  been  manifested  in  vain  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, to  ascertain  the  dUciplinc  of  sir  John  Moore's  army,  and 
its  conduct,  by  the  production  of  his  orders,  and  their  refusal  is  sin- 
gular^enough ;  but,  as  to  the  question,  we  founda  mode  of  satisfaction  Discipline  of 
to  ourselves  very  simple  and  easy.  We  inquirad  of  such  p^ts  of  >"' J<>i*n  Moore's 
.that  army  as  we  met,  on  its  returq,  if  it  continued  well  organized,  ^  ^ 
and  were  answered  in  the  affirmative— for,  whenever  a  soldier 
offended,  the  regiment  desired  leave  to  halt  behind  the  brigade, 
and  immediately  tied  him  up  to  a  tree  and  flogged  him,  ofken  in 
the  very  face  of  the  enemy.  Again,  when  the  sick^  who  could 
be  but  poorly  provided  for,  from  laziness,  (or  else  weakness, )- 
violated  decorum  in  the  functions  of  nature,  too  near  the  temp6- 
rary  hospital,  such  was  the  care  of  officers  in  regard,  to  their  health, 
that  they  immediately  disgpsted  them  with  their  own  impro- 
prieties, by  a  prostration  of  the  roost  sensible  organs,  in  the  same 
way  as  the  cleanly  housewife  teaches  her  offending  cat!  We 
inquired  if  the  Spaniards  realty  refused  sOl  aid  to  the  army,  and 
were  also  answered  y^;  for—- often  th^.  hadibe^.left  Qothiii^ 
to  themselves ;  and,  in  the  suddenness  and  rapidity  of  retreat, 
onebofly  was  disappointed  from  another  having  been  bcfore.it 
On  inquiring  if  they  were  Hi-treated— or  their  women  often 
violated  ?  it  was  answered,7!-when  they  would  not  (or  could  not) 
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flank  and  nearly  capturing  a  piece  of  caniuniy  til 
the  force  in  the  valley  became  superiour.     Genenl 


After  some  interval  he  said,  "  Stankopey^-'-^remaiAer  meioytmr 
iisUr."  He  pressed  my  hand  dose  to  his  body,  and  in  m  fevr 
minutes  died  without  a  struggle. 

This  was  every  syllable  he  uttered,  as  &r  as  I  can  rectdkctp 
except  asking  occasionally  to  be  placed  in  an  easier  posture. 

P.  ANDBRSoif,  Lieut-col. 

The  monument  of  sir  John  Moore  was  now  Ae  subject  of  de* 
liberation  among  his  military  friends  who  had  survived  tlie  en« 
gagement ;  when  colonel  Anderson  infixmed  them  that  he  had 
heard  the  general  repeatedly  dedare,  "  that  if  he  was  killed  ia 
battle,  he  wished  to  be  buried  where  he  had  fidlen  I**  Geasnl 
Hope  and  colonel  Graham*  immediately  acceded  to  this  snjg^ 
gestron ;  and  it  was  determined  that  the  body  diould  be  intened 
on  the  rampart  of  the  citadel  of  Corunna. 

At  twdve  o'clock  at  night,  the  remains  of  sir  John  Moore  were 
accordingly  carried  to  the  citadel,  by  colonel  Graham,  major  CoL 
bome,  and  the  aides-de-camp,  and  deposited  in  colonel  GialuuB's 
quarters. 

A  grave  was  dug  by  a  party  of  the  9th  raiment,  the  aides-de- 
camp attending  by  turns.  No  coffin  could  be  procured,  and  Iho 
body  was  never  undressed,  but  wrapt  up  by  the  officers  of  bii 
staff  in  a  military  cloak  and  blankets. 

Towards  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  some  firing  was  heard. 
It  was  then  resolved  to  finish  the  interment,  lest  a  lerioui  attMk 
should  be  made ;  on  which  the  officers  would  be  ordered  am^^ 
and  not  suffered  to  pay  the  last  duties  to  their  generaL 

The  officers  of  his  family  bore  the  body  to  the  grave ;  the  ill* 
neral  scrvice^ras  read  by  the  chaplain,  and  the  corpse  was  i 
with  earths 


*  The  honourable  captain  Stanhope,  third  ton  ts  sad 

nephew  to  the  lata  Mr.  Pilt. 


UNDER  SIR  JOHN  MOORE.  449 


BOOK  IW 

ClfifF.  Xn 


Paget,  with  part  of  the  reserve,  the  fifty-second  in 
particular,  then  attacked  this  force  of  the  enemy,        ^^^, 

Be:iides  showing  these  •xtraordinary  marks  of  respect  to  the  Embtrkatiofi  of 
British  army,    the  duke  of  Dalmatia,   before  he  left  Coninna,  J^^^^^co- 
gave  orders  to  Mr.  Foureroy^  the  French  consul,  to  erect  a  com-  ninna. 
memorating  stone  on  the  spot  where  sir  John  Moore  fell,  to  tes- 
tify the  high  estimation  he  was  held  in  by  |iis  enemies^    But  this 
design  was  frustrated  by  the  French  being  soon  obliged  to  eva- 
cuate the  town.     The  marquis  of  Romana,  then,  excited  by  si- 
milar sentiments,  raised  up,  on  the  field  of  battle  of  Coninna,  a 
monument  to  the  British  general. 

To  these  may  be  added,  as  an  evidence  of  readiness  to  yield 
every  testimony  to  merit,  the  following 


GevERAL  Orders. 


'  The  benefits  derived  to  an  army«  finom  the  example  of  a  dis- 
tinguished commander,  do  not  terminate  at  his  death  ;  his  virtoet* 
live  in  the  recollection  of  his  associates,  and  his  fame  remains 
the  strongest  incentive  to  great  and  glorious  actions. 

In  this  view,  the  commander-in-chief,  amidst  the  deep  and' 
universal  regret  which  the  death  of  lieutenant-general  sir  John* 
Moore  has  occasioned,  recaDs  to  the  troops  the  military  career  of 
that  illustrious  officer,  fer  their  instruction  dB  imitation. 

Sir  John  Moore,  from  his  youth)  embraced  the  profession  with 
the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  a  soldier ;  he  felt,  that  a  perfect 
knowledge,  and  an  exact  performance  of  the  humble,  but  im- 
portant duties  of  a  subaltern  officer,  are  the  best  foundations  fi>r, 
subsequent  military  fame ;  and  his  ardent  mind,  while  it  looked, 
forward  to  those  bcilljant  achievements  for  which  it  was  formed, 
applied  itself  with  energy  and  exemplary  assiduity  to  the  duties 
of  that  station. 

In  the  school  of  regimental  duty,  he  obtained  that  cofk«ct 
knowledge  of  his  profession  so  essential  to  the  proper  direction  of 
the  gallant  spirit  of  the  soldier  ;  and  he  was  enabled  to  establish 

VOL.  III.  O  g 
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^^^"^^  to  throw  itself  entirely  back,  and  the  whole  8trei|g& 

January. 

^%'^ish^  ^^  *  characteristic  order  and  regularity  of  conductt  becaofe  tbe 
troopt  horn  Co-  troopi  found  in  their  leader  a  striking  example  of  the  dttcipIiDe 
runaa.  which  he  enforced  on  others. 

Having  risen  to  command,  he  signaliaed  hit  name  in  the  Wot 
Indies,  in  Holland,  and  in  Egypt**  The  unremitftiD|;  attfffilwn 
with  which  he  devoted  himself  to  the  duties  of  every  bruidi  of 
his  profession,  obtained  him  the  confidence  of  sir  Ralph  Abcr- 
crombie ;  and  he  became  the  companion  in  arms  of  that  Sfastriout 
officer,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  victorious  troops,  in  an  actisa 
which  maintained  our  national  superiority  over  the  arau  sf 
France. 

Thus  sir  John  Moore,  at  an  early  period,  obtained^  with  ge* 
neral  approbation,  that  conspicuous  station  in  which  he  ghrkwJjy 
terminated  his  useful  and  honourable  life. 

In  a  military  character,  obtained  amidst  the  dangers,  of  tt* 
mate,  the  privations  incident  to  service,  and  the  sufferings  of  le- 
peated  wounds,  it  is  difficult  to  select  any  one  point  as  a  pl^ 
ferable  subject  for  praise :  it  exhibits,  however,  one  IcitHle^ 
particularly  characteristic  of  the  man,  and  so  important  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  service,  that  the  commander-in-chief  ii 
pleased  to  mark  it  with  his  peculiar  approbation. 
The  life  of  sir  John  Moore  was  spent  among  the  troops. 


^  It  is  observed,  and  not  altogether  perhaps  grvciousljr^  hj  his 
bmther,  that  in  enumerating  the  scenes  where  sir  John  Bfoin 
conspicuously  distinguished  himself,  Corsica  and  Irebud  haw 
been  forgotten. 

In  Corsica,  he  add^,  that  sir  John  stormed  the  oon^ 
and  the  out-works  of  Calvi,  whiclvwas  followed  by  tibe 
of  the  island. 

In  Ireland  he  gained  the  battle  of  Wexford,  whtdi  wte  the 
prelude  to  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 
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of  the  enemy  mow  drew  itself  against  the  British  ®f^Jf  ™' 

centre.  '"-"''IS^ 

Here  they  were  at  once  repulsed  by  its  generals,      Jwmiry, 
Leith    and    Manningham,     who    occupied  good  theBuiaah 
ground,  and  were  therefore  enabled  to  use  artillery  runia. 
with  effect.    The  enemy,  also,  tried  the  left  with- 
out success ;  it  was  still  more  favourably  posted. 
In  turn  they  were  attacked,  in  a  small  body,  in  the 
village  of  Betanzos,    by  lieut-colonel  NichoUs, 
ifiith  some  companies  of  the  14th  foot,  and  coip- 
pelled  to  evacuate  it  with  loss.    The  firing,  which, 
on  the  part  of  the  British,  had  been  quick  and 
steady  throughout,  continued,  though  desultorily, 
till  dark  :  that  of  the  enemy  ceased  at  six  o'clock. 
They  had  given  way  at  every  point,  though  not  in 
a  degree,  perhaps,  to  permit  tlie  ordinary  claim  of 
a  brilliant  victory  ou  the  part  of  the  British  army, 

During  the  season  of  repose,  his  time  was  devoted  to  the  care 
and  instruction  of  the  officer  and  soldier ;  in  war,  he  oourted  ser- 
vice in  every  quarter  of  tlie  globe.  Regardless  of  personal  con- 
siderations^ he  esteemed  Uiat  to  which  his  country  called  him  the 
post  of  honour ;  and  by  his  undaunted  spirit,  and  oiiconquer-^ 
able  perseverance,  he  pointed  the  way  to  victory. 

Hi«  coiintry,  the.  object  of  his  latest  solicitude,  will  reai^a 
monument  to  his  lamented  memory ;  and  the  ooromander-in^ 
cbief  feels  he  is  paying  the  best  tribute  to  his  &me,  by  thus  hold- 
ing him  forth  as  an  example  to  the  army. 

By  order  of  his  royal  highness  the  commander-in-chief. 

Harry  Calvb&t,  Adj.-general. 
Hors€  Guards,  Feb.  I,  180». 

\  Cg2  ' 
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yet  certainly  so  decisively,  as  to  leave  to  it  the 
ground  it  occupied  at  the  commencement  of  the 
januoj.      battle,  and  which  ground  also  its  nicquets  and  re- 

EiubarkuUou  of  °  *        * 

*IlL^1SiiCo-  ^*^^  maintained,  till  every  object  of  utility  was 
ruiiDi.  effected. 

Of  the  loss  on  cither  side,  it  is  not  likely  that 
a  perfect  estimate  could  be  formed.  That  of  the 
British  troops  was  considered  by  the  officer,  who 
lield  the  final  command,  at  between  seven  and 
eight  hundred ;  that  of  the  enemy,  double.  Otlier 
accounts  state  the  enemy's  loss  greater ;  but  the 
civilities  of  a  polished  enemy  are  not  the  surest 
means  of  ascertaining  such  a  fact ;  and  though  the 
impression  Urns  made,  on  certainly  a  larger  force 
of  the  enemy,  would  seem  to  claim  a  victoiy,  (by 
no  means  bloodless,)  yet  there  is  reason  to  ftar 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  of  withdraw- 
ing the  British  army,  but  few  means  were  left  to 
ascertain  even  any  numerical  statements. 

Under  all  circumstances  there  could  not  be  want- 
ing, even  in  the  enlightened  and  vigorous  minjd  of 
the  new  commander-in-chief,  sufficient  argunienta 
to  induce  him,  in  this  last  step  of  the  plan  of  sir 
John  Moore,  to  complete  it,  and  embark  the 
army. 

In  less  than  four  hours,  therefore,  Iiaving  shewn 
tliC  enemy  the  nature  of  the  composition  of  a 
British  army,  under  the  worst  circumstances^  the 
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troops  moved  towards  Corunna,  by  brigades,  leaving  ^^^^^JJ^ 
strong  picquets,  and  a  rear-guard  of  2000  men^  ^^^"^twT^^ 
under  major-general  Beresford,  '  Jwoarj. 

Every  arrangement,  it  appears,  was  made  highly  theBntiA 
creditably  in  every  instance.     Boats  were  so  in  '«"»•• 
readiness,  that  nearly  the  whole  army  was  embarked 
during  the  night,    and  even  including  picquets, 
before  day-light. 

The  rear- guard  still  remained  on  shore. 

On  the  mdming  of  the  17  th,  the  French  made 
a  demonstration  with  their  light  troops  on  the 
heights  of  St.  Lucia,  and  planted  cannon  on  the 
rising  ground,  near  the  harbour.  General  HlU's 
brigade  embarked  at  two  o'clock,  under  the  citadel. 
General  Beresford  sent  off  all  the  sick  and  wounded 
that  could  be  removed ;  and,  lastly,  the  rear-guard 
got  into  their  boats  without  interruption. 

Tbe  whole  was  conducted,  as  far  as  regarded  the 
navy,  and  also  the  officers  concerned  in  the  trans* 
port  service,  with  the  greatest  energy  and  skill. 

From  the  fire  of  a  French  battery,  four  trans- 
ports having  cut  their  cables,  ran  aground ;  and, 
the  troops  being  taken  out,  were  burnt. 

A  degree  of  peculiar  deference  was  shewn  by 
the  enemy  on  this  occasion.  Major  Napier,  of 
whose  capture  mention  has  already  been  made,  was 
treated  with  the  highest  distinction,  and  sent  baclr 
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by  the  French  generals,  as  were  also  the  sick  and 
wound/ed  troops  and  the  women. 
January.  'pj^g  intention  to  commemorate  resnectftilly  the 

Embarkation  of  . 

the  British        fell  of  the  British  general,  was  also  a  mark  of  pe- 

troops  from  Co-  o  ^  r 

ruDM.  culiar  complacency. 

There  are,  in  addition  to  the  various  documents 
from  which  the  preceding  accounts  have  been 
drawn,  some  fleeting  circumstances,  preserved  by 
others,  who  had  a  share  in  the  actions  they  de- 
scribe, of  which  it  is  proper  the  reiser  should  be 
enabled  to  avail  himself.  From  one  of  these,*  the 
following  incidents  are  selected : — 

On  the  14th  the  British  and  French  videttes 
were  quite  near  to  each  other,  within  hearing ;  and 
several  riflemen,  concealed  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
were  ready  to  direct  their  aim  at  any  of  the  enemy's 
officers  who  might  advance  to  reconnoitre.  Two 
English  officers  inadvertently  rode  past  their  own 
videttesi  and  would,  in  all  probability,  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  had  they  not  been 
called  to  by  some  of  the  soldiers,  and  made  sen- 
sible of  their  danger,  which  they  escaped  by  re- 
turning as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  same  day  were  seen  two  French  oflScen,  ap- 
parently amusing  themselves  by  picking  up  sheila 

*  Milburne,   Narrative  of  ctrcumitancet  yUendim  dw 
treaty  &c.  56. 
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bn  the  sands  of  the  bay  at  low  water,  who  might  ^^J^^l]]* 
easily  have  been  shot  by  the  riflemen,  had  they  ^**^7809^ 
been  permitted  to  fire  on  them,  being  far  within      J»«»««j* 

Embarkation  of 

the  range  of  their  pieces.     On  several  parts  of  the  the  Bnti^ 

,  ,  ,  '  troop*  from  Co- 

road,  in  this  neighbourhood,  walls  of  loose  stones  numa. 

Vere  thrown  across,  for  the  purpose  of  obstruct- 
ing the  progress  of  cavalry,  which  also  afforded 
excellent  cover  for  the  riflemen  to  conceal  them- 
selves behind.  The  houses  and  villages  on  both 
sides  of  thvroad  were  completely  abandoned  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  of  course  taken  temporary  pos* 
session  of  by  the  armies. 

Durmg  the  night,  the  French  fires,  from  their 
number  and  extent,  evinced  their  force  to  be  very 
considerable,  and  in  the, morning  it  was  discovered 
they  had  received  a  large  reinforcement,  and  that 
they  had  moved  their  position  to  the  heights  on 
the  right. 

On  the  15th  the  advanced  guard  of  the  British 
army,  which  was  stationed  on  the  heights  near  a  ^ 
place  called  Villaboa,  was  attacked  by  the  enemy, 
as  were  the  other  outposts,  probably  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  with  more  certainty  the  nature  of 
their  position,  and  the  amount  of  their  force.  This 
was  considered  as  a  preliminary  measure  to  a 
general  battle,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  events 
of  the  following  day. 

The  French  this  day  posted  two  guns  at  a  de- 
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BOOK  lu.  tached  house  on  the  road,  from  whence  they  fired 

CHAP.    XI.  '                                                                .   ^ 

^»^^^]^  on  the  British  lines.    They  were  scxm  silenced  by 

janoiry.  two  English  field-pieces^  and  obliged  to  redre  wki 

Embark ition  of  ... 

(be  British  precipitation. 

nrnne.  ^^  The  English  guns  were  so  extremely  well  served 


and  pointed,  that  a  shot  from  one  of  tliem 
seen  to  kill  several  of  the  enemy,  whilst  their  ef' 
forts  were  attended  with  little  effect,  the  shoti 
mostly  falling  short  of  the  objects  they  were  aimed 
at ;  indeed,  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  of%ny  misdief 
^  -done  by  them,  unless  the  killing  of  a  mule  may  be 
considered  deserving  of  that  appellation.  One 
shell  passed  over  the  advanced  post  it  was  directed 
against,  falling  near  the  road  amongst  several  Bri» 
tish  soldiers,  without  occasioning  any  of  them  the 
smallest  injury. 

The  whole  day  was  passed  in  continual  skirmirii- 
ing,  during  which  the  cool  and  intrepid  conduct 
of  the  British  troops  was  eminently  conspicuous 
and  exemplary.  .  . 

The  late  lieutenant-colonel  Mackenzie,  of  die 
1st  battalion  of  the  5th  regiment,  particularly  cfis- 
tiiiguished  himself  by  his  activity  and  bravery. 
Having  had  one  liorse  shot  under  him,  he  te- 
mounted  another,  advanced  again  to  the  at- 
tack, and  unfortunately  received  a  wound  irom  a 
musket- ball,  which  occasioned  his  death  in  a  few 
hours  afterwards. 


i 
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A  most  interesting  spectacle  presented  itself,  ^^^^™' 
during  this  day,  in  the  movements  and  operaticms  ^*^r>C^^ 
of  the  contending  parties,  being  sufficiently  near     •^•nuwy.  . 

EinlMirkation  of 

for  me  plamly  to  distinguish  every  thmg  that  took  the  Bntiah 

troops  from  Co- 

place.  In  one  instance  I  noticed  a  detachment,  rmma. 
consisting,  I  should  think/ of  more  than  a  hundred 
of  the  enemy,  take  possession  of  a  house  on  the 
side  of  a  hill,  from  whence  they  were  speedily  dis-, 
lodged  by  the  British  artillery,  the  first  ^ot  from 
whom  peii^rated  completely  through  the  house, 
coippelling  them  to  seek  safety  on  the  height  by^a 
precipitate  flight. 

This  day  and  the  preceding  a  great  number  of 
horses  and  mules,  which  had  been  disabled,  were 
shot  in  the  square  of  the  arsenal  at  St.  Lucia,  near 
Corunna.       • 

The  firing  did  not  entirely  cease  till  the  evening, 
when  the  outposts  -were  relieved,  and  tte  brave 
English  troops  who  had  been  engaged  were  with- 
drawn to  take  that  rest  which  their  vigorous  and 
arduous  exertions  rendered  ao  requisite. 

The  army  in  general  had  been  supplied  with 
their  due  proportion  of  rations  since  t^eir  arrival 
at  Corunna,  which  the  uncommon  rapidity  of  the 
retreat,  and  the  local  circumstances  previously  de- 
tailed, prevented  their  receiving  with  regularity 
during  their  march.  Those  soldiers  who  required 
them  were  also  furnished  with  shoes,  stockings. 


i 
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CBAF.  XI.     *^^  Other  articles  of  clothing,  and  new  arms  were 
^^809^^     delivered  out,  to  replace  those  that  had  been  kMt  or 
fai^Sn  of  rendered  unfit  for  service. 

^^"^Co-      ^^  ^te  morning  of  the  l6th,  an  unusual  degree 
^^^  of  bustle  and  animation  appeared  to  prevail  amongst 

tlie  Spanish  troops  and  inhabitants,  his  excellenqr 
the  commandant,  Don  Joaquin  Garcia  Moreno^ 
having,  by  proclamation  and  other  methods,  ex- 
horted them  to  exert  their  utmost  efforts  in  co- 
operating  with  their  brave  allies  to  repel  the  as- 
saults of  the  enemy,  and  to  afford  them  every  pos- 
sible facility  towards  effecting  their  embarkatioiii 
declaring,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  bis  determi- 
nation to  defend  the  place  to  the  last  extremity. 

This  venerable  and  patriotic  officer,  though  ap- 
parently upwards  of  seventy  years  qf  age,  evinced 
the  utmost  activity  and  zeal  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties,  being  the  greatest  part  of  every  day  on 
horseback,  personally  inspecting  the  progress.. of 
the  works,  and  the  organization  of  the  volun- 
teers.* 
Mr.  Milbume  states,  I  again  this  moming  vi-^ 

*  The  confidents  of  the  'inhabitants  appeared  to  be  contider- 
ably  increased  by  the  events  of  the  preceding  day.  A\  Hie  home 
ivherein  I  had  apartments,  the  females  of  the  family,  who 
in  high  spirits,  amused  theoiselves  by  dancing  to  their 
at  the  same  time  expressing  their  admiration  of  the  Engluh,  and 
contempt  for  the  French,  whom  they  stigmatised  with  the  vffd^ 
lation  of  piccartxm. 


tJNDER  $IR  JOHN  MOORE.  459 

sited  the  English  advanced  posts,  which  had  not  ^^^^^f^' 
altered  their  position  since  the  preceding  day ;  at  ^""^T^C^^ 
this  period,  every  thing  appearing  perfectly  quiet,      J«nu«rj. 
the  soldiers,  excepting  those  on  sentry,  were  rest-  the  Bntidi.     . 

troopifronCo* 

ing  and  taking  refreshment,  but  still  in  a  situation  romm. 
ready  to  turn  out  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  men 
had  erected  for  themselves  huts,  formed  of  boardsi 
straw,  and  other  materials,  Jiastily  collected  from 
the  buildings  in  the  neighbourhood/  there  being 
very  few  tents. 

Notwithstanding  the  fatigue  the  English  soldiers 
had  altogether  undergone,  and  the  severe  conflicts 
they  had  recently  been  engaged  in,  they  appeared 
in  excellent  spirits,  expressing  the  highest  confi- 
dence in  their  officers,  and  seemed  anxious,  by  be- 
ing again  opposed  to  the  enemy,  to  bring  to  a 
conclusion  the  object  of  their  illustrious  generai- 
in-chief,  of  the  favourable  issue  of  which  they  en- 
tertained no  doubt.  It  was  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  eleven  that  t  rode  to  the  English  out- 
posts. 

The  morning  was  extremely  fine,  and  I  had  a 
very  distant  view  of  the  enemy's  army.  A  large 
body  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  evidently  a  rein- 
forcementy  at  this  time  were  marching  up  to  the 
heights  in  front,  accompanied  by  bands  of  music, 
drums,  and  fifes.    A  few  shots  were  fired  at  tb^ir 
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BOOK  III    fgar  by  ^[^g  British,  but  I  believe  the  distauce  was 
^'^'v*^^    too  great  for  them  to  do  execution. 
jmnuarj.  jbe  exteut  of  thc  French  lines  could  plainly 

Embirkfttioo  of 

the  Briiiih        bc  ascertained  through  a  telescope,  and  I  conld 

tfoopt  from  Co-     ...  •  . 

nmoa.  distinguish  engineers  and  artillery-men  busily  em- 

ployed in  their  front,  as  I  imaginedi   erecting  a 
battery.     Were  I  permitted  to  offer  an  opinion  of 
the  numbers  of  which  the  enemy's  army  consisted, 
to  judge  from  the  extent  and  depth  of  their  lioe, 
I  should  certainly  estimate  them  at  upwards  of 
thirty  thousand.     Soon  after  I  reached  Corunna, 
where  I  had  business  with  the .  inspector  *  of  hoa* 
pitals,  the  French  army  commenced  their  attack 
on  the  British  outposts,  which  I  had  just  visited.* 
A  heavy  discharge  of  artillery  took  place  about 
one  o'clock,   from   the  enemy^'s  batteries  on  the 
heights,  in  front  of  the  army,  which  was  returned 
by  such  of  the  British  artillery  as  had  not  been  em- 
barked, a  brigade  of  which  had  been  previoady 


*  Having  svUleil  my  business  witli  Dr.  Shapter.  to  whoM 
lite  aUcntiun  I  feci  myself  greatly  indebted,  I  rode  hark  to  the 
scene  ot'  action,  where  I  took  a  station  from  whence  1  could  tec 
what  passed,  and  also  be  at  hand  to  afford  any  professional  as- 
sistance in  my  power  that  might  be  required.  This  efnM«s 
to  ofTur  what  I  trust  may  bc  deemed  not  altogether  an 
ing  detail  of  events  that  passed  under  my  actual  inspection  ;  aiidU 
as  I  subsequently  ascertained  the  names  of  officers  and  corps  en* 
gaged,  I  hope  it  will  be  found  tolerably  correct. 
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statiooed  in  the  main  road,  readjr  to  act  as  circum- 
stances might  require*  The  commanding  position 
Qf  the  eaera y's  guns  enabled  them  to  have  a  swpe-»  ,  ^  . 
riomr  effect  to  those  of  the  Endisb^  who  weie  w  the  BtWa 
much  below  them*  The  principal  attack  of  the  "»"«»• 
enemy  was  directed  to  the  division  under  sir  David 
Bskird,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  wesUcest  portion 
of  the  British  line,  against  which  tliey  advanced 
three  very  strong  columns.  Nothing  could  pQ#4 
siUy  exceed  the  intrepidity,  firmness,  and  good 
ofder,  with  which  this  division  sustained  the  aft* 
tack.  After  a  very  arduous  struggle,  the  Bntisli 
succeeded  in  driving  the  Qcv^my  down  from,  the 
licights,  whereon  they  had.  stacked  them,  and 
c|)arged  them  with  the  utmMtf  spirit  and  ardour 
half  way  up  the  hill,  on  the  other  side,  which  they 
had  betbre  occupied,  to  the  place  where  tliey  had 
posted  tlieir  guns,  which  very  nearly  fell  into  list 
hand^  of  the  English,  and  were  only  preserved  by 
being  hastily  withdrawn. 

A  village  to  the  right  of  general  Baird's  divisioii. 
became  an  object  of  obstinate  contest  between  t^ 
two  armies.  It  wad  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  hif], 
and  crowded  with  French  troops ;  these  were  gJil* 
lantly  attackied.  by  tlie  English,  no  fess  than  three 
several  times,  who  at  length  siiccee^led  in  carry^ 
ing  the  place,  after  an  immense  slaughter  of  the 
enenay. 
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^^Jl^^^H'       The  fifty-second  light  infantry,  and  the  nincty- 

^^■^^j^^*^  fifth    rifle- corps,    also    particularly    distinguished 

jamiaiy.      themsclves  near  to  this  place,  beine  ensaged  on 

Embarkitioa  of  r  »  O         O-O 

the  Brituh       the  right  of  the  villap;e,  and  actually  pursued  the 

troopi  from  Co- 

niiina.  Frcnch  up  the  hill,  who  fled  before  them  with 


fusion  and  dismay. 

The  left  was  so  strongly  posted,  that  the  enemy 
did  not  consider  it  prudent  to  liazard  an  attempt  at 
forcing  them,  contenting  themselves  with  direct- 
ing at  them  a  very  furious  cannonade.  Towaids 
the  evening,  however,  a  part  of  the  fourteenth  re- 
giment of  infantry,  who  formed  part  of  the  left  of 
the  line,  were  detacl^od,  and  who  executed  a  most 
gallant  and  gloriounhnterprize.  A  very  nunnerous 
body  of  the  Fren^  tA  troops  having  occupied  a  vil- 
lage at  a  considerable  distance  in  their  front,  they 
were  ordered  to  disUxlgc  them.  This  they  suc- 
ceeded in  efiecting  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet^  but 
not  wilhout  sustaining  severe  loss,  as  the  Fiench 
disputed  the  possession  of  the  place  with  deter- 
mined obstinacy  and  perseverance,  the  conflict 
only  ending  with  the  flight. 

^rhe  British  army  commenced  its  retreat  for  em- 
barkation about  eleven  o  clock,  taking  with  biem 
as  many  of  their  wounded  as  were  in  a  condition 
to  be  moved ;  the  remainder  they  were  under  the 
painful  necessity  of  leaving  on  the  field  along  with 
those  of  the  enemy.    The  order  in  which  the 
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troops  marched  from  their  positions,  was  such  as  \^^J^  J^ 
to  reflect  high  credit  on  the  character  and  disci-  ^""^72^*^ 
pline  of  British  soldiers,  the  artillery'  taking  the      J*n«*3r. 

'  J  o        ^     Embttrkctioii  of 

lead.  The  picquets,  however,  remained  at  their  the  Bnti*  . 
respective  posts,  until  between  four  and  five  twoom. 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17  th,  when  they 
were  likewise  withdrawn,  without  any  movements 
of  the  enemy  having  taken  place  indicative  of 
dieir  being  acquainted  with  what  was  passing; 
although  it  is  more  than  probable,  from  past  ex- 
perience, he  felt  no  inclination  to  offer  any  ob- 
struction to  the  execution  of  their  plans,  until  they 
were  too  far  removed  to  have  it  in  their  power  to 
recriminate. 

The  commissioner  and  captains  of  the  royal 
navy*  exerted  themselves,  in  the  most  strenuous 
and  praise-wprthy  manner,  in  co-operating  with 
the  commanders  of  the  land-forces,  in  effecting  the 
embarkation,  which  was  accomplished  with  a  de- 
gree of  expedition,  never  equalled,  perhaps,  upon 
any  similar  occasion. 

*  Commissioner  Bowen. 
Captains — The  Hon.  H.  Curzon. 

■  Gosselin. 
m  Boys. 

■  Rainer. 
%                     Saret. 

—  DIgby. 

*  ■     ■  M  Cardcn,  and  Macket»ie. 
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*^?p^x"^       The  brigades,   under  the  command  of  major- 

^^-^^jj^^^   general  Hill  and  major-general  Beresford,  received 

janaHiy.      dircctions  to  remain  on  sliore,  as  a  rear-guard,  and 

Eabtrkttkiu  of 

thcBritiih       to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.    The  re- 

tioopi  fromCo- 

runna.  maindcr  of  the  army  got  safely  on  board  the  trans- 

ports before  day- light.  The  brigade  of  major- 
general  Hill  was  stationed  on  the  promontory  at 
the  rear  of  tlie  town,  and  that  commanded  by 
major-general  Beresford  took  post  on  the  inland 
front  of  Corunna. 

Nothing  could  possibly  exceed  the  gallantry 
and  resolution  displayed  by  the  British  soldiers^ 
under  the  very  trying  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed ;  by  which,  in  defiance  of  every  dif- 
ficulty, in  the  face  of  an  enemy's  army  of  far  su- 
perior numbers,  they  were  enabled  to  effiect  the 
object  of  embarkation,  without  any  other  loss  than 
what  had  previously  taken  place  in  the  field  of 
battle. 

From  the  unavoidable  confusion  and  uncertaintv 
which  must  ever  attend  all  the  operations  of  an- 
ixviwy  during  the  night,  it  was  impossible  to  pay 
that  regard  wiiich  would  have  been  desirable  to- 
wards eflccting  the  embarkation  with  precision  and 
regularity,  and  therefore  it  hap|>ened  that  the  regi- 
ments became  completely  intermixed,  the  troops 
getting  on  board  any  of  the  ships  that  could  receive 
them,  without  paying  tlie  slightest  regard  to  their 
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stationed  in  the  main  road,  ready  to  act  as  circum- 
stances might  require.    The  commanding  position 
of  the  enemy's  guns  enabled  them  to  have  a  sitpe*  «^^^^^  . 
riour  effect  to  those  of  the  £n&rlisb^  who  wefe  M  ^^  BntWi 

^  troops  fton  Co-i 

much  below  them.  The  principal  attack  of  the  ^nna. 
enemy  was  directed  to  the  division  under  sir  David 
Batird,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  weakest  portion 
of  the  British  line,  against  which  they  advanced 
three  very  strong  columns.  Nothing  could  po^ 
siUy  exceed  the  intrepidity,  firmness,  and  good 
order,  with  which  this  division  sustained  the  a6> 
tack.  After  a  very  arduous  stru^Ie,  the  British 
succeeded  in  driving  the  Qiv^my  down  from,  the 
lieights,  whereon  they  liadv  stacked  them,  and 
dijarged  them  with  the  utm<tiito' spirit  and  ardour 
half  way  up  the  hill,  on  the  other  side,  wMch  they 
had  before  occupied,  to  the  place  where  they  had 
posted  tlieir  guns,  which  very  nearly  fell  into  tbt 
hand^  of  the  English,  and  were  only  preserved  by 
being  hastily  withdraAvn. 

A  village  to  the  right  of  general  Baird's  diviskm 
became  an  object  of  obstinate  contest  between  llie 
two  armies.  It  was  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  hif], 
and  crowded  with  French  troops ;  these  were  gat 
lantly  attacked,  by  the  English,  no  less  than  three 
several  times,  who  at  length  succeeded  in  cariy.- 
ing  the  place,  after  an  immense  slaughter  of  the 
enemy. 
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BOOK  III     the  soldiers,  evincing  the  most  strikinir  and  honour- 

Cll  A  P.  XI.  '  C7»  C> 

^^'^^^:C^^^  able  proofs  of  their  generosity,  courasjc  and  huma- 

1809.  *  «-»  •  '  CT 

January.      nitv.*     Most  of  the  nicn-of-waN  also  weighed  at 
tii«:  DritiUi        the  same  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  flag-ship, 

troops  iron  Co-        ,  .    ,  .        ,  , 

ruiuiA.  which  remained  at  anchor. 

Several  of  the  enemy's  shots  passed  very  near 
and  overtlie  transports  on  which  I  was  embarked, 
and  many  fell  around  her,  without  doing  the  slight- 
est injury  ;  and  I  noticed  a  few  which  struck  other 
ships  without  doing  material  damage. 

Soon  after  dark,  major-general  Deresford  having 
taken  a  friendly  leave  of  the  governor,  who  ap- 
peared perfectly  satisfied  with  tlie  necessity  of  die 
British  movements^  withdrew  his  brigade  from  the 
land  front  of  the  town,  and,  togetiier  with  the  whole 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  who  had  not  been 
previously  moved,  were  embarked  by  one  o'clock 
on  the  morninsr  of  the  1 8th  of  Januarv. 

The  tran^jKirff  on  board  which  I  emiiarked  was 

*  '^  In  con^iicnce  of  (ho  f^ood  nicler  maintained  bj  Ihetroopi, 
aiid  the  unwiraiicd  i-\crUoii»  oi  oiniinisbiunLT  BuwcOp  the  cmp* 
tains  aii«i  ollicT  otlicei^  of  the  navy,  iht*  agi-nts,  a«  well  an  the 
bunts'  crcw<,  many  uf  wlmin  wcri'  Un  tuo  dtijs  Kitkout  /nod  ^nd 
without  ri'po^o,  the  army  hu<  btrn  finluirkrd  to  the  hst  man.**-* 
Vide  the  hon.  rcar-adniiml  I)c  Courc  v  'i  despatch  to  the  ban.  W. 
W.  Pole,  dated  ISUi  January. 

1  Having  apj^lied  tor  a  pa-i«.ige  to  England  to  the  hon.  major* 
general  BroderiLl,  and  offered  to  Dr.  Shc*pter,  the  inspector  a 
hospitals  ray  profesMoiia!  a^ttstancc   whiUt  on  boards  he  waf 
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BOOKUL 

CVA#.  ZLi 


statiooed  in  the  main  road,  ready  to  act  as  circum- 
stances might  require.    The  commanding  position 
Qf  the  enemy's  guns  enabled  them  to  have  a  swpe-»  „  ^  ,_    ^ 
rioar  effect  to  those  of  the  Encrlisb^  who  weie  M  Ac  sr^ 

°         ^  troops  ftoMCo-i 

much  below  them.  The  principal  attack  of  the  ^nm* 
enemy  was  directed  to  the  division  under  sir  David 
Batrd,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  weakest  portion 
of  the  British  line,  against  which  tliey  advanced 
three  very  strong  columns.  Nothing  could  po^ 
siUy  exceed  the  intrepidity,  iirmness,.  and  good 
order,  with  which  this  cliviaion  sustained  the  a6> 
tack.  After  a  very  arduous  struggle,  the  Biitidi 
succeeded  in  driving  the  civsmy  down  from,  the 
Iwghts,  whereon  they  liad,.  stacked  them,  and 
c]}arged  them  with  the  utm<tiitf.  spirit  and  ardour 
half  way  up  the  hill,  on  the  other  inde,  wMch  they 
had  beibre  occupied,  to  the  place  where  they  had 
posted  their  guns,  which  very  nearly  fell  into  list 
hand^  of  the  English,  and  were  only  pi^served  by 
being  hastily  withdrawn. 

A  village  to  the  right  of  general  Baird's  divisioii. 
became  an  object  of  obstinate  contest  between  llie 
two  armies.  It  was  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  hif], 
and  crowded  with  French  troops;  these  were  gaS^- 
lantly  attacked,  by  the  English,  no^Iess  than  three 
several  times,  who  at  length  sucoee^Ied  in  carrf^ 
ing  the  place,  after  an  immense  slaughter  of  the 
enenay. 
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^?Jif.xu'       The  fifty.second  light  infautiy,  and  the  ninety^ 

^^^>J^  fifth    rifle-corps,    also    particularly    distinguished 

jurnaiy.      theiDsel vcs  near  to  this  place,  being  engaged  on 

£mbarkitioii  of 

the  Britiih       the  right  of  the  village,  and  actually  pursued  the 

troopi  from  Co-  •'^    * 

nu>n^  French  up  the  hill,  who  fled  before  them  with  con- 

fusion and  dismay. 

The  left  was  so  strongly  posted,  that  the  enemy 
did  not  consider  it  prudent  to  hazard  an  attempt  «t 
'forcing  them,  contenting  themselves  ¥rith  direct- 
ing at  them  a  very  furious  cannonade.  Towasili 
the  evening,  however,  a  part  of  the  fourteenth  rs- 
gtment  of  infantry,  who  formed  part  of  the^kft  of 
the  line,  were  detacl^ody  and  who  executed  a  most 
gallant  and  gloriou^l>titerprize.  A  very  numeroas 
body  of  the  FreiriA  troops  having  occupied  a  vil- 
lage at  a  considerable  distance  in  their  fronts  they 
were  ordered  to  dislodge  them.  This  they  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  but 
not  without  sustaining  severe  loss,  as  the  French 
disputed  the  possession  of  the  place  with  deter- 
mined obstinacy  and  perseverance,  the  conflict 
only  ending  with  the  flight. 

^The  British  army  commenced  its  retreat  for  em- 
barkation about  eleven  o'clock,  taking  with  chem 
as  many  of  their  wounded  as  were  in  a  conditimi 
to  be  moved ;  the  remainder  they  were  under  the 
painful  necessity  of  leaving  on  the  field  along  with 
those  of  the  enemy.    The  order  in  which  the 
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troops  marched  from  their  positions,  was  such  as  \^^J^  J^ 
to  reflect  high  credit  on  the  character  and  disci-  ^•"^72^'^ 
pline  of  British  soldiers,  the  artiller}'  taking  the     J*n«*3r. 

EmbtrlcBtioii  of 

lead.    The  picquets,  however,  remained  at  their  theBtitMir 

*  troops  fro  A  0»** 

respective  posts,  until  between  four  and  five  rmoM. 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17  th,  when  they 
were  likewise  withdrawn,  without  any  movements 
of  the  enemy  having  taken  place  indicative  of 
tiieir  being  acquainted  with  what  was  passing; 
although  it  is  more  than  probable,  from  past  ex- 
perience, he  felt  no  inclination  to  offer  any  ob- 
struction to  the  execution  of  their  plans,  until  they 
were  too  far  removed  to  have  it  in  their  power  to 
recriminate. 

The  commissioner  and  captains  of  the  n^al 
navy*  exerted  themselves,  in  the  most  strenuous 
and  praise-worthy  manner,  in  co-operating  with 
the  commanders  of  the  land-forces,  in  effecting  the 
embarkation,  which  was  accomplished  with  a  de- 
gree of  expedition,  never  equalled,  perhaps,  upon 
any  similar  occasion. 

*  Commissioner  Bowen. 
Captains — The  Hon.  H.  Curzon. 
■  Gosselln. 

m  Boy8« 

— ^ Rainer. 

^  Saret. 

Digby. 

< Carden,  and  Macket»ie. 
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BOOK  xiL       Tijg  brigades,   under  the  command  of  major- 

^^-^v^"^^   general  Hill  and  major-general  Beresford,  received 

January,      dircctions  to  remain  on  shore,  as  a  reaf-guard,  and 

SnbarkatioiA  of  __^ 

the  British       to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.    The  re- 

tvoopsftoaCiH 

ramia.  maindcr  of  tlie  army  got  safely  on  board  the  trans* 

ports  before  day- light.  The  brigade  of  major- 
general  Hill  was  stationed  on  the  promontory  at 
the  rear  of  the  town,  and  that  commanded  by 
major-general  Beresford  took  post  on  the  inland 
front  of  Corunna. 

Nothing  could  possibly  exceed  the  gallantly 
and  resolution  displayed  by  the  British  soldiera^ 
under  the  very  trying  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed ;  by  which,  in  defiance  of  evciy  dif- 
ficulty, in  the  face  of  an  enemy's  army  of  fv  su- 
perior numbers,  they  were  enabled  to  effect  die 
object  of  embarkation,  without  any  otlier  loss  than 
what  hud  previously  taken  place  in  the  field  of 
battle. 

From  the  unavoidable  confusion  and  uncertamtv 

m 

which  must  ever  attend  all  the  operations  of  an- 
anny  during  the  night,  it  was  impossible  to  pay 
that  regard  wliich  would  Iiave  been  desirable  to- 
wards eflccting  the  embarkation  with  precision  and 
regularity,  and  therefore  it  hap|>ened  that  the  regi- 
ments became  completely  intermixed,  the  troops 
getting  on  board  any  of  the  ships  that  could  receive 
them,  without  paying  tlie  slightest  regard  to  thdr 


qI; 
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original     Uestinatious.       This    circumatance    oc-  Boo^m. 

^  CHAP.  XI* 

ca&ionecl  the  sick  s^nd  wounded  in  mavy  instances'  ^^*^^^ 
to  be  deprived  of  the  requisite  medical  s»)d  surgical  *  ^^^^ 
assistance,  as  on  board  many  of  the  transports  there  th^Bpti^ 

troops  froiQ  Cor 

were  no  professional  meu,  whilst  in  others  there  'wn^. 
were  several.  It  was  ioteaded  to/  hav^  remedied 
these  inconveniencies  the  first  fine  day  that  should, 
occur  after  the  sailing  of  the  fleet,  whicl^,  however,, 
the  uncommon  quickness  of  their  passage  to  £ng^ 
land  prevented  being  accomplished,  and  forti(*  " 
nately  became  a  matter  of  less  importance. 

The  boats  belonging  to  the  men-of-war,  rendered 
the  most  important  services,  being  employed  during- 
the  whole  of  the  embarkation ;  and  were  it  not  for  the 
wonderful  intrepidity  and  exertions  of  th^  crewsji 
for  which  British  sailors  are  proverbially  rem^lf^ 
able,  much  greater  inconveniences  would  havi; 
taken  place  than  were  actually  experienced.  Th^ 
boats  continued  rowing  from  the  shore  to  tl^e  ships, 
and  back  again,  the  whole  of  the  night  of  the  six- 
teenth, and  during  the  greater  part  of  the  following 
day,  with  little  intermission ;  and  although  it  blew 
a  very  heavy  gale,  and  the  sea  ran  extremely  high, 
and  was  very  rough  all  the  morning,  these  gallant 
fellows,  regardless  of  danger,  and  despising  •bodily 
toil,  continued  their  meotorious  exertions  with  the 
utmost  alacrity  cheerfulness,  arid  their  solici- 
tude to  render  every  assistance  in  their  power  to 

vou  III,  ij  h 
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BOOR  iTi     the  soldiers,  evincinjj  tlic  most  strikiiiir  and  honour- 

cii  A  r.  XI.  '  ^-^  ~ 

^•^^^v^^^^   able  proofs  of  their  <i;encrosity,  courage  and  liuma- 
jaiiuapy.      njtv.*     Most  of  the  men-of-waN  also  weighed  at 

Kmbarkation  o(     ^    "  •  i       .  •    i       ^  i  • 

tiu;  Drituh        the  same  time,  with  the  exception  ot  the  flag-ship, 

troops  Irom  Co-        ,  .    ,  .        ,  , 

ruiiud.  wnicli  remanied  at  anchor. 

Several  of  the  cncm>'s  shots  passed  very  near 
and  over  the  trans|)orts  on  which  I  was  embarked, 
and  many  fell  around  her,  without  doing  the  slight- 
est injury  ;  and  I  noticed  a  ttw  which  struck  other 
ships  without  doing  material  damage. 

Soon  after  dark,  major-general  Deresford  having 
taken  a  friendly  leave  of  the  governor,  who  ap- 
peared perfectly  satisfied  with  the  necessity  of  the 
British  movements,  withdrew  his  brigade  from  the 
land  front  of  the  town,  and,  together  with  the  whole 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  who  had  uot  been 
previously  moved,  were  embarked  by  one  o^clock 
on  thcmomiiiir  of  the  ISth  of  Januarv. 

The  transport  f  on  board  which  I  emiiarked  was 

*  '^  In  con^iiciico  of  tlu'  funnel  older  maintained  by  the  troop*, 
aiid  ihc  unu'caiicd  i-xcrliuiis  ot'  conunissiuiiur  Buwcn^  the  cap* 
liuna,  and  oiIkt  otiicei^  o\  ihu  iiavv,  ilic  ugcnls,  at  well  a«  the 
buats*  crc\v<,  r.ianv  u(  wlmni  wrrf*  tor  /;;<>  daj^s  Kitkitut /nod  ztid 
without  rrpono,  the  army  hu<  bri*n  t'intiarkcd  to  the  last  nuui."— 
Vide  the  hon.  rcar-adniiriil  Dc  Courcv  \  despatch  to  ihc  hon.  W. 
W.  Pole,  dated  ISlh  Januarv. 

1  Having  applied  for  a  passage  to  Fngland  to  the  hon.  major* 
gi*ncral  Broderick,  and  offered  to  Dr.  Shrptcr,  the  innpector  o 
ho«pitaf5,  ID)'  professional  a^tisiance   whilst  on  board,  he  waf 
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one  of  the  last  that  quitted  the  harbour,  as  the    ®^^f;]^ 
master,  a  bold  and  experienced  seaman,  was  de-  ^^^^^^^ 
termined  to  preserve  his  anchors  if  possible,  which      J^wwy- 
he  fortunately  accomplished,  notwithstanding  the  the  Britith 

.  troops  from  Co* 

shots  were  flying  about  in  every  direction.  The  nmii^. 
appearance  of  the  shipping  after  dark,  from^the 
varied  disposition  of  the  lights  on  the  men-of-war, 
agent-ships,  and  transports,  were  extremely  beauti* 
ful,  and  had  an  interesting  and  grand  effect  ;,and  the 
enemy's  fires  On  the  heights,  as^well  as  those  of  the 
British,  added  considerably  to  the  brilliancy  of  the 
scene. 

By  order  ofiadmiral  DeCpurcy,  the  ti*ansports 
were  directed  to  get  clear  of  the  harbour  as  soon  as 
they  had  received  on  board  their  complement  of 
troops,  and  then  to  lay  too  for  further  instruction.' 
It  blowing  extremely  hard,  it  was  not  possible  in 
every  instance  to  comply  with  the  admiral's  orders. 

The  wounded  men  being  very  uncomfortably  ac- 
commodated, and  destitute  of  every  necessary  their 
condition  required,  the  master  of  the  Alfred,  with 
the  concurrence  and  approbation  of  the  medical 
officers  on  board,  was  induced  to  make  sail  at  three 

pleased  give  me  a  letter  t  ^taff-surg^n  a  ggart^  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  sick  in  the  Alfred  bospital-^ip,  desiring  I  might  be 
accommodated  in  her ;  and  I  am  happy  to  acknowledge  this  gea* 
tleman's  politeness^  and  to  bear  testimony  to  the  hutnane  atten* 
tion  with  which  (though  in  a  bad  state  of  health)  he  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  station,  as  did  assistantrsurgeon  Roe« 

H  h  ^ 
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BOOK  in.  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  arriving;  off  Plpmouth 
^^ji^v""*^  on  the  twentieth,  anchored  in  the  aound  on  the 

1809.  ' 

jttuMiiy.      following  day. 
ffaeBritbh^^       Between  the  period  of  our  arrival  uid  the  fi5tl^ 
r^.  "^^      near  two  hundred  sail  of  transports  came  in,  fan^ 

owing  to  the  heavy  gales  that  prevailed,  the  aick 
and  wounded  were  not  immediately  sent  on  shore; 
this,  however,  took  place  as  soon  as  possible,  nd 
the  scene  that  presented  itself  was  truly  distreuing; 
though  I  must  remark,  that  most  of  the  descrip- 
tions that  I  have  met  with  have  been  greatly  ex- 
aggerated. It  is  but  paying  a  just  tribute  to.  the 
disinterested  humanity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ply- 
mouth, to  state  that  nothing  could  possibly  exoeed 
their  anxiety  and  exertions  to  afford  every  aasi^tanoe 
in  their  power  towards  the  accommodation  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  officers  and  soldiers^  and  ,  to 
alleviate  their  sufferings ;  and  the  mayor*  and  cor- 
poration took  the  lead  in  these  laudable  endeavouii^ 
in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  them  in  their 
official  and  individual  capacities.! 

*  William  Langmead^  esq. 

i  I  am  personally  indebted  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Cleaflwr  and' 
Mr.  Dunsterviile^  of  the  corporate  body,  who  at  my  requeit 
were  so  kind  as  to  procure  the  attendance  of  a  frfiy^ciani  (Dr.. 
Remmett^)  on  assistant-surgeon  Campbell,  of  the  royal  artiHetty, 
for  whom  I  was  particularly  interested ;  and  who,  by  Ae  care 
and  skill  of  that  gentleman,  recovered  from  a  very  daheWte 
typhus  fever. 
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It  has  been  with  a  considerable  degree  of  regret,  *i^^  ^^• 
that,  since  my  arrival  in  this  country,  I  hive  heard  "^>;^' 
a  variety  of  reports  in  circulation  relative  to  the      J""^;'*- 

Arrival  of  the 

events  attending  the  expedition  to  Spain,  and  par-  .Briti»h  troop* 

^         ^         in  England.   ^ 

tiCularly  of  the  circumstances  that  occiirjed  during 
the  retreat  of  the  army  to  Corunna,  which  have 
not  only  been  very  different  from  the  truth,  but 
in  many  instances  totally  devoid  of  foundation.^^-^ 
Amongst  other  things,  it  has  been  asserted,  that 
great  numbers  of  the  soldiers  composmg  his  ma- 
jesty's  German  legion  had  deserted  to  the  enemy ; 
but,  in  common  justice  to  this  excellcint  and  ife- 
serving  body,  I  must  declare,  that  whilst  I  was  on 
the  continent  I  never  heard  of  any  such  circcim-  ^ 
stance  liaving  taken  place ;  on  the  jcontrary,  cviery 
officer  with  whom  I  have  conversed  respedting  the 
king's  German  legion,  (and  they  have  been  many,) 
has  assured  me  that  they  behaved,  on  every  ioci- 
casion,  with  the  discipline,  fidelity,  and  bravery, 
which  are  the  characteristics  pf  good  soltfiers.* 

It  gives  me  great   pleasure   to  have  it  in  my 
power  thus  publicly  to  contradict  a  report,  which 


•  The  third  regiment  of  German  dragoons  were  part  of  }he 
troop's  composing  the  picquet,  in  the  gallant  afifait  in  WhicK 
major-genk^ral  Stewart  acquire^  such  \»rdlrtne|it$d  reputatioiiyii/ 
the  defeat  of  a  ;Iarj{e  body  of  French  jiQperial  r^ufir^s^TW}^ 
taking  prisoner  their  commander,  general  l.efebvre. 
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B  o  0  K  m.   could  albne  have  originated  in  motives  the  most 
base  and  malignant. 

Respecting  the  death  of  the  late  major-general 
Anstruther,  several  contradictory  stories  having  bceli 
circulated,  the  following  account,  as  I  received  it 
from  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  respectabiliiy  atid 
unimpeachable  veracity,  may  be  relied  on  aB  correct; 
and  as  it  may  afford  a  melancholy  satisfaction  to 
his  surviving  friends,  I  hope  the  introduction  of  it 
will  not  be  deemed  improper : — 

General  Anstruther  died  of  an  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  brought  on  by  exposure  to  the  extreme 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  remaining  long  in 
wet  clothes* 

The  gallant  general  neglecting  to  use  t*hc  pre-  \ 
cautions  and  remedies  his  situation  required,  con- 
tinued his  praise-worthy  exertions  to  the  veiy  last, 
and  did  not  give  up  till  his  complaint  had  reduced 
him  to  a  state  evincing  his  approaching  dissolution, 
when  he  became  unable  to  mount  his  horse,  and 
was  then  placed  in  a  carriage  and  conveyed  to  his 
quarters,  where*  he  expired  the  next  day,  univer- 
sally regretted. 

The  Spaniards,  too,  have  been  accused,  not  only 
of  apathy  and  indifierence  towards  the  cause  of 
their  rightful  sovereign,  but  of  absolute  hostility^ 
towards  our  troops,  particularly  the  inhabitants  of 
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Benevcnte,  Toro,*  Astorga,  and  Villa  Franca,  &c.   ^^^^^^^ 
I  l}ave,  in  a  preceding  part  of  tliis  letter,  adverted  to  '^^^'T^S^*^ 
petty  disputes  which  occasionally  took  place  be-      ^•owty. 
tween  the  British  soldiers  and  the  inhabitants  of 
some  of  the  towns  through  which  I  passed ;  but 
they  were  by  no  means  of  a  serioife  natui'e,  or  de- 
serving the  appellations  witlf  which  they  have  been 
branded. 

It  is  undeniable,  that  on  many  occasions,  where 
provisions  and  other  necessaries  were  expected  to 
have  been  cheerfully  and  abundantly  supplied  by 
the  inhabitants  of^towns  through  which  the  British 
troops  marched,  that  little  or  none  could  be  ob- 
tained on  any  terms  whatever-  This,  however, 
did  not  originate,  as  has  been  erroneously  asserted^ 
in  any  dislike  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  Englisli,  but 
merely  from  the  extreme  distress  in  which  they 
were  themselves  involved.  Great  numbers  of  th^ 
cattle  had  been  driven  to  the  mountains  for  secu- 
rity  against  the  rapacity  of  the  Fjeqch  ;  and  their 
stores  qf  other  provisions  were  almost  exhausted  by 
supplies  fox  their  countrymen  in  arms ;  and  as  the 
operations  in  agriculture  were  in  a.  grc;at  measure 
suspended,  they  had  a  dismal  prospect  to  look  for- 
ward to  for  future  exigencies ;  jthese  circumstances 
of  course  rendered  these  poor,  unfortunate  person^^ 

^  I  did  not  personaHy  visit  -iithcr  of  the  two  places  first 
mentioned. 
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BOOK  1  :i    (exposed  to  all  the  calamities  of  a  residence  on  the 

^"^^^(^^^  theatre  of  war,  of  which  an  adequate  idea  can 

jwiutry.      scarcely  be  formed  by  any  one  but  an  eye-witneiMi) 

reluctant  to  part  with  the  slender  pittance  iu  their 

possession. 

To  the  above  may  l}e  added,  that  the  unex- 
pected retreat  of  the  British  army  increased  adi 
their  apprehensions  in  an  eminent  degree,  whihttits 
sudden  appearance  in  their  towns  precluded  the 
possibility  of  the  inhabitants  supplying  thMisldves 
from  the  adjacent  country  with  the  artidlea  fcSqulrtfl. 
The  total  ignorance  of  the  Spanish  tangu^ge^dn  the 
part  of  the  English  soldiers,  and  i)ice  "dtir^a^  abb 
occasioned  mutual  misunderstandings,  which  were 
in  a  few  instances  attended  with  disagreeable  con- 
sequences. Another  cause  why  the  expectaLtibns  of 
the  Bntish  army,  as  to  receiving  requisite  accommo- 
dations and  assistance  from  the  inhabitants,  were  so 
frequently  disappointed,  was  the  immense  niiiiihefs 
of  their  sick  and  wounded  countrymen,  who  wieife 
flocking  from  th&  seats  of  war  in  the  different 
quarters  of  the  kingdom  towards  their  respective 
homes,  with  whom  the  towns  were  continually 
crowded.  The  situation  and  wretched  appeiari^ce 
of  these  unfortunate  people  were  truly  pitialile : 
those  unable  to  walk  were  conveyed  on  cars,  whilst 
others,  through  hunger,  sickness,  and  fatigue^ 
scarcely  able  to  crawl,  were  compelled  to  uMbe 


lUI^DER   SIR  Dr49HN  MOORE.  ^f^ 

their  way  on  foot,  dmost  naked,  and  genemHy  Bbdltttt 
without  shoes  or  stockings.  Even  in  the  Spanish  ^**~  ^ 
hospitals  and  other  [^aces  set  ap^  for  the  receptioti 
itf  the  srck  and  wounded,  Ifhe  unhappy  patients 
were  nearly  destitute  of  every  requisite  to  sustsmi 
^xistenoe,  not  to  say  of  the  confvenicnces  and  com- 
forts niceesaryfcM^  their  trondition.  -Sofme  Judg- 
ment may  be  formed 'elf  the?r  xlistf esses,  from  thfc 
^ckcum^tanee  of  one  ptkyr  man,  %ho,  iicedrtlitig^  *t6 
l!he  intei^rfefation  Hf  my  halite  servant,  asserted 
^hat  lie  hdiA  'been  ftttrteen  days  without  aiiy  othter 
amtehiince  than  a  little  bkd  wine,  and  ^dtri^^tnt^i  u 
itoaB  quantity  of  broth  made  of  vegetables  and^ofl : 
indeed,  his  appearance  fully  established  the  verafcity 

ofhis^tlteVnertt.  - 

In  i»a^y  instances 't lie  ^British  sdldiers,  with  fhitt 

liberality,  feeling,  and  generosity,  ^hich  gi«»c(juiiny 
theifr  charti^VefH^s  as  spitit^  ititFepidity^'Md^iK>u;* 
rage,  ^^uld  ^hare  with  the^e  inu^mble  ohjects  tinA: 
owii  scanty  pituances>  the  deprivaticm  of  whicii 
they  must  have  felt  ino9t  iseverely^ 

I  met  a  great  number  <of  sick  and  wounded 
Spaniards  on  my  journey  yrom  Corunna,  particu- 
larly between  Lugo  and  Villa  Franca,  escorted  by 
armed  men,  scarcely  in  a  better  condition  thaii 
those  under  their  care.  The  officers  aad  men  ex- 
hibited  similar  appearances  of  wretchedness  fijp4 
intense  fatigue ;  and  the  whole  advanced  at  a  mte 
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^?M.™'  ^^^^'  more,  on  an  aveiage,  than  a  mile  ^m  hour:^ 
Should  this  statement  require  confirmation,  I  can, 
whh  confidencei  appeal  to  almost  every  officer  of 
the  British  army,  most  of  whom  must  have  iwit* 
nessed  similar  scenes  during  their  service  in  Sp&uu 

Notwithstanding  their  bigotry  and  hatred  of  he- 
retics, usually  ascribed  to  tlie  Roman  Catholie 
priests,  I  with  pleasure  observed  that  these  persons 
on  all  occasions  appeared  extremely  anxioua  to  4o 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  promote  the  comfort 
and  contribute  to  the  accommodation  of  the  aipk 
and  wounded  of  the  British  army. — Many  Engliiri) 
officers  were  greatly  indebted  to  the  hospitality 
and  kindness  of  Spanish  monks  and  friars,  who 
(though  by  no  means  in  possession  of  an  abundanicse 
of  tlie  good  things  of  this  Kfe)  were  emuloiu  to 
share  their  stores  witli  the  distressed.  ^  , 

An  instance  of  goodness  and  humanity  in  oae  of 
these  clerical  gentlemen,  which  I  am  about  to  p^ 
late,  will  place  the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  thh 
class  of  men  in  the  most  favourable  point  of  vieWk 
My  servant  Jl>eing  extremely  ill,  I  procured  him 


,.i 


*  Some  of  these  men,  on  being  asked  what  was  tba. 
with  them,  replied,  **  Muchas  enfermos  tango  hambre^  tafgo 
mucha  sad ;"  which  is,  in  English,  "  very  sick,  very  hungrjr,  and 
very  dry.''  And  on  giving  them  a  piece  of  bread,  they  Aiiwi*^ 
sed  themselves  tliut :  ''  I  thank  you  for  H,  and  may  you  live  many 


years  P' 
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admission  into  a  room  which  was  occupied  by  an    ^^^^J^^^ 
English  Serjeant  and  his  family  at  Lugo;    but 
having  neither  bedding  or  covering  a  benevolen|; 
monk  instantly  offered  to  supply  him  mth  his  own^ 
which  he  accordingly  brought  from  lus  cell. 

I  am  sennible  that  what  I  have  asserted  on  this 
subject  is  in  clirect  opposition  to  the  statements 
furnished  by  many  British  officers  since  tbar  rec- 
tum from  Corunna,.  who  have  indiscriminately 
accused  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula,  of  every 
'denomination,  class,  and  profession,  as  having  ex- 
hibited the  most  penfect  apathy  and  indifFerencei 
not  only  to  the  physical  wants  of  the  English  troops^ 
but  towards  the  cause  in  support  of  which  they 
visited  their  country  as  disinterested  and  generour 
allies.  But  may  it  not  be  fairly  presumed,  t^at 
several  of  these  officers  rather  withdrew  (koKA,  thaa 
putthemselves  in  the  way  of,  receiving  or  witnessing 
those  kindnesses  and  attentions  that  others  liberally 
partopk  of;  and,  from  the  reports  alone  of  some  who 
perhaps  might  have  individual  cause  of  complaint^ 
have  taken  occasion  to  include  the  whole  Spanish 
nation  as  deserving  of  the  reproach  which  in  jus* 
tice  should  only  attach  to  a  few. 

Indeed,  the  manners,  customs,  and  mode  of 
living  in  Spain,  are  so  widely  different  from  those 
of  England,  that  every  candid  and  liber^^-minded 
person  should  make  great  allowances  for  these 
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ments  and  disposition  of  the  inhabitants,  more 
especially  at  a  period  during  which  they  were  ex- 
posed to  such  alterations  and  vicissitudes,  privatkms 
and  distresses,  as  might  rationally  be  presumed  to 
have  a  material  influence  on  the  natural  bias  of 
their  temper,  which  has  ever  been  allowed  to  be 
"  noble,  generous,  and  humane.^ 

Englishmen  nre  so  accustomed  to  the  enjoyment 
of  every  comfort  and  accommodation  in  their  own 
country,  that  tlu*}'  feel  more  sensibly  than  the  in* 
habitants  of  other  nations  the  difficulties  and  in- 
conveniences to  which  they  are  under  the  necessity 
of  submitting  in  their  visits  to  the  continent. 
There  is  no  countr}-  in  Eurojje  perhaps  so  well 
calculated  to  conquer  British  prejudices  as  Spain, 
the  harilphjps  and  privations  the  traveller  must  sus- 
tain, in  a  short  period,  inuring  him  to  the  patient 
endunmce  of  what  cannot  possibly  be  avojiled. 
The  passados,  or  inns,  except  a  few  in  the  principtl 
towns,  are,  generally  speaking,  little  better  than  ho* 
vels,  affording  shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  but  scarcely  any  thing  else.  The  beds 
arc  commonly  nothing  more  than  heaps  of  stnnvt 
usually  well  stocked  with  inhabitants  of  a  sdile 
hue ;  and,  in  lieu  of  sheets,  blanketSg  and  qfnhp 
the  traveller  must  depend  on  his  own  clopk  or 
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clothing  for  mvenn^   during  the  period  of  hi»>  '^^^-^ 
repose,*  ,     -^     r.  v^ipnt^^**" 

'^  ^  1809. 

As  to  their  cookery,  nothing  can  ppssiUy  h^  J«wwj* 
more  disgusting  to  an  English  palate,  most  of  their 
favourite  dishes  bemg  seasoned  with  articles, 
amongst  which  garlic  and  rancid  oil  generally 
compose  the  principal  iiigredients.  Custom,  how- 
ever, easily  reconciles  these  matters  to  a  person 
possessed  of  a  common  portion  of  energy  and  for- 
titude  of  mind,  and  he  is  amply  recompcnced  by 
the  interesting  and  sublime  scenes  which  the 
traverse  of  any  part  of  the  peninsula  affords  him 
numerous  opportunities  of  contemplating. 

Immense  bodies  of  armed  men  marching  through 

« 

the  country,  in  every  direction,  and  the  glQrious- 
and  important  struggle  in  which  they  areLjpg^igedy 
for   the  preservation  of  every   thing  that  is  or 

.  •  Hie  difierence  of  travellidg  post  in  Spain  and  in  England,  it 
very  striking,  and  I  cannot  but  feel  surprised,  that  the  Spaniards* 
who  are  naturally  extremely  intelligent  and  acute,  should  not 
have  profited  by  the  inventions  of  tlieir  neighbours  in  this  par- 
ticular. The  po6t-t^rrkigei  are  e>^actly  similar,  at  this  period,  to 
ihcNse  dekhbed  by  the  ingenious  autlior  of  Gil  Bias ;  dumty  and 
inconvenient.    They  have  only  two  wheels^  and  have  some  te*  * 

semblance  to  an  oId-fa$hioned  English  one-horse  chaise,  with  cur- 
tains in  front.  Muh-Vs  are  generatly  used  for  drawing  these 
cattiag^.  hi  onb  t^rticuliur,  the  Spanish  posting  possesses  a  de- 
cided preference  to  thad  in  Englan^^  as  there  is  no  possibility  of 
the  traveller  being  imposed  upon.  The  rates  are  fixed  by  the 
government,  and  heavy  penalties  anr.exed  to  a  deviation  from 
them. 
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'^-^"v^^^  army,)  by  a  vigorous  attack,  defeated  this  intention. 

janavT.      The   major-geueral,   liaving   pushed  forward  the 

lo^DMidT    95th  (rifle-corps)  and  1st  battalion  5Sd  regimentSi 

Baiid. 

drove  tlie  enemy  before  him  :  and,  in  his  rapid  and 
judicious  advance,  threatened  the  left  of  the 
enemy's  position.  This  circumstance,  with  the 
position  of  lieutenant-general  Fraser's  division, 
(calculated  to  give  still  further  security  to  the 
right  of  the  line)  induced  the  enemy  to  relax  his 
efforts  in  tiiat  quarter. 

They  were  however  more  forcibly  directed  to- 
waixls  the  centre,  where  they  were  again  success^ 
fully  resisted  by  the  brigade  under  major-general 
Manninghaui,  forming  the  left  of  your  divisioOi 
and  a  part  of  that  under  major-general  Leidi, 
forming  the  right  of  the  division  under  my  orders. 
Upon  the  left,  the  enemy  at  first  contented  himadf 
with  an  attack  upon  our  picquets,  which,  however, 
in  general,  maintained  their  ground.  Finding 
however,  his  efforts  unavailing  on  the  right  and 
centre,  he  seemed  determined  to  render  the  attack 
upon  the  left  more  serious,  and  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  possession  of  the  village  tlirough  which 
the  great  road  to  Madrid  passes,  and  which  wis 
situated  in  front  of  tliat  part  of  the  Une.  From 
tills  post,  liowever,  he  was  soon  expelled,  with 
considerable  loss,   by  a  gallant  attack  of  some 
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This  indication  of  his  intention  was  immccliatcty 
succeeded  by  the  rapid  and  determined  attack 
which  he  made  upon  your  division,  which  occupied  Jmamrj. 
the  right  of  our  position.  The  events  which  oc-  tosirDaTiSr 
curred  during  that  period  of  the  action  you  are 
fuHy  acquainted  with.  The  first  effort  of  the 
enemy  was  met  by  the  comiflander  of  the  forces, 
and  by  yourself,  at  the  head  'of  the  42d  regimen^ 
and  the  brigade  under  major-genetal  lord  Willian^ 
Bentinck* 

The  village  on  your  right  became  an  object  of 
obstinate  contest.  ^ 

I  lament  to  say,  that  soon  after  the  severe  wound 
which  deprived  the  army  of  your  services,  lieute- 
nant-general sir  John  Moore,  who  had  just  directed 
the  most  able  disposition,  fell  by  a  caqpon-shbt. 
The  troops,  though  not  unacquainted  with  the 
irreparable  loss  they  had  sustained,  were  not  dis* 
may ed,  but  by  the  most  determined  bravery  not 
only  repelled  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  gain 
ground,  but  actuall||forced  him  to  redr^,  although 
he  had  brought  up  fresh  troops  in  support  of  those 
originally  engaged. 

The  enemy,  finding  himself  foiled  in  every  at- 
tempt to  force  the  right  of  the  position,  endeavoured 
by  numbers  to  turn  it.  A  judicious  and  well-timed 
movement  which  was  made  by  major-general 
Paget  with  the  reserve,  (which  corps  had  moved 
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^■^^v^^^  army,)  by  a  vigorous  attack,  defeated  this  intention. 

Janui^.      The   major-general,   liaving   pushed   forward  the 

to^DtvkT    95th  (rifle-corps)  and  1st  battalion  5Sd  regimcntSy 

drove  the  enemy  before  him  :  and,  in  his  rapid  and 
judicious  advance,  threatened  the  left  of  die 
enemy's  position.  This  circumstance,  with  the 
|5osition  of  lieutenant-general  Eraser's  divisioii, 
(calculated  to  give  still  further  security  to  the 
right  of  the  line)  induced  the  enemy  to  relax  his 
efforts  in  tliat  quarter. 

They  were  however  more  forcibly  directed  to- 
waixls  the  centre,  where  they  were  ag^in  suocesa- 
fully  resisted  by  the  brigade  under  major-general 
Manningham,  forming  the  left  of  your  divisiont 
and  a  part  of  that  under  major-general  Leitb, 
forming  the  right  of  the  division  under  my  orders. 
Upon  the  left,  the  enemy  at  first  contented  himaetf 
with  an  attack  upon  our  picquets,  which,  hbwevei^ 
in  general,  maintained  their  ground.  Finding 
however,  his  eiforts  unavailing  on  tlie  right  and 
centre,  he  seemed  determined  to  render  the  attack 
upon  the  left  more  serious,  and  liad  succeeded  in 
obtaining  possession  of  the  village  through  which 
the  great  road  to  Madrid  passes,  and  which  vu 
situated  in  front  of  tliat  part  of  the  line.  From 
tliis  post,  however,  he  was  soon  cxpeUed,  with 
considerable  loss,  by  a  gallant  attack  of  lonie 
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companies  of  the  2d  battalion  14ih  regiment,  under    ^^  ^  *'^i. 
lieutenant-colonel  NichoUs.     Before  five  in*  the 


1609. 


evenings,  ^e  had  not  only  successfully  repelted  ^^"^^ 
every  attack  made  upon  the  position,  but  had  todtr  ■ 
gained  ground  in  almost  all  points,  and  occupied  a 
more  forward  line  than  at  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  whilst  the  enemy  confined  his  operations 
to  a  cannonade,  and  the  fire  of  his  light  troops, 
with  a  view  to  draw  oflF  his  other  corps.  At  six 
the  firing  ceased.  The  different  brigades  were  re- 
assembled on  the  ground  they  occupied  in  the 
morning,  and  the  picquets  and  advanced  posts  re- 
sumed their  original  stations.  ' 

Notwithstanding  the  decided  and  marked  supe-" 
riority  which  at  this  moment  the  gallantry  of  the* 
troops  had  given  them  over  an  enemy,  who^  frotai 
his  numbers  and  the  commanding  advantages  of 
his  position,  no  doubt  expected  an  easy  victory,  I        ' 
did  not,  on  reviewing  all  circumstances,  conceive 
that  I  should  be  warranted  in  departing  from  what 
I  knew  was  the  fiicifl  and  previous  determinatidu 
of  the  late  commander  of  the  forces,  to  withdraw 
tlie  army  on  the  evening  of  the  l6th,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  embarkation,  the  previous  arrangements » 
for  which  had  already  been  made  1^  his  order,  and ' 
were  in  fact  far  advanced  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action.    The  troops  quitted  their  position     « 
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about  ten  at  nigtit,  with  a  degree  of  order  that 
did  them  credit.  The  whole  of  the  artiUeiy  diAt 
remained  unembarkcd,  having  been  withdnwDi 
the  troops  followed  in  the  order  prescribed,  and 
marched  to  their  respective  points  of  embarkatiaa 
in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Corunna.  The 
picquets  remained  at  their  posts  until  five  on  the 
morning  of  the  17thy  when  they  were  also  with- 
drawn with  simiFar  orders,  and  without  the  eneniy. 
Irving  discovered  the  movement. 

By  the  unremitted  exertions  of  captains  the  ho- 
nourable H.  Curzon,  Gossclin,  Boys,  Rainier^ 
Serrety  Hawkins,  I^igby,  Garden,  and  Mackeniic^ 
of  the  royal  navy,  who,  in  pursuance  of  the  or- 
ders of  rear-admiral  De  Courcy,  were  entrusted, 
with  the  service  of  embarking  the  anny ;  and  in 
consequence  of  the  arrangements  made  by  com- 
missioner Bowen,  captains  Bowen  and  Shepherd^ 
and  the  other  agents  for  transports,  the  whole  of 
the  army  was  embarked  with  an  expedition  which 
has  seldom  been  equalled.  With  the  exception  of 
the  brigades  under  major-generals  Hill  and  fiems^ 
ford,  which  were  destined  to  remain  on  shore  ui^ 
til  the  movements  of  the  enemy  should  beoono, 
manifest,  the  whole  was  afloat  before  day-light 

Tlie  brigade  of  major-general  Beresford,  which 
was  alternately  to  form  our  rear-guanly 
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.  thi  land  front  of  the  town  of  Corunna;  that  tiridet-  *^^  ™- 
major-general  Hill  was  stationed  in  reserve,  on  the 
Prbmontory,  in  rear  of  the  town. 

"^ '  •  General  U(Mp6 

The  enemy  pu§bed  his  light  troops  towards  the  *?^.^^*^ 
town,  soon  after  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  and  shortly  after  occupied  the  heights  of 
St  Lucia,    which  command  the  harbour.     But^ 
notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  and  the  mam-' 
f61d  defects  of  the  place ;  there  being  no  appre- 
hension that  the  rear-guard  could  be  forced^  aticl' 
the  disposition  of  the  Spaniards  appearing'  to  lie 
good,  the  embarkation  of  major-generaFs  Hill  bri-" 
gade  was  commenced  and  completed  by  three  in  ' 
the  afternoon ;  major-general  Beresford,  with  that ' 
zeal  and  ability  which  is  so  trell  known  to  yourself 
and  the  whole  army,  having  fully  explained^  t6 ' 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Spanish  governor,  the  na- 
ture of  our  movement,   and'  having  made  every 
previous  arrangement,  withdrew  his  corps  from  the 
land-front  of  the  town  soon  after  dark,  and  was, 
with  all  the  wounded  that  had  not  been  previously 
moved,  embarked  before  one  this  morning. 

Circumstances  forbid  us  to  indulge  the  hope/ 
that  the  victory  withArhich  it  has  pleased  proVi->  » 
dencci  to  crown  the  efforts  of  the  army;  can  be" 
attended  with  any  very  brilliant  consequences  to 
Great  Britain.    It  is  clouded  by  the  loss  of  one 
of  her  best  soldiers.    It  has  been  achieved  at  the     ' 
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termination  of  a  long  and  harassing  service.    The 
superior  numbers,   and  advantageous  position  of 
the  enemy,  not  less  than  the  actual  situi^tion  of 
this  army,  did  not  admit  of  any  advantage  beiog 
reaped  from  success.     It  must  be  however  to  you, 
to  the  army,  and  to  our  country,  the  sweetest  re^ 
flection,  that  the  lustre  of  the  British  arms  hai 
been  maintained  amidst  many  disadvantageous  cir- 
cumstances.    Tlie  army,  which  had  entered  SpW 
ainidst  the  fairest  prospects,  had  no  sooner  com- 
pleted its  junction,  than,  owing  to  the  multiplied 
disasters  that  dispersed  the  native  armies  furoynd 
us,-  it  was  left  to  its  own  resources.    The  advance 
of  the  British  corps  from  the  Duero,  affojxled  the ' 
best  hope  that  the  south  of  Spain  might  ■  l)e,  ^ 
lieved ;  but  this  generous  effort  to  save  the  uqfQr- 
tunate  people,  also,  afforded  the  enemy  th^  oppor- 
tunity of  directing  every  effort  of  his  . numerous 
troops,    and    concentrating  ail   his   principal   is^ 
sources,  for  tlie  destruction  of  the  only  regular 
force  in  the  north  of  Spain.  , 

You  are  well  arware  with  what  diligencej  tlija 
system  has  been  pursued.  .     ^    ., 

These  circumstances  produced  the  necessity ^Qj^ 
rapid  and  harassing  marches,    which  had  ^djfni-. 
nished  the  numbers,  exhausted  the  strength, .  nifcL 
impaired  the  equipment  of  the  army,.    Nojtwit^-^ . 
standing  all  these  disadvantages,  and  those  more 
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immediately  attached  to  a  defensive  position,  which   BOOKm. 
the  imperious  necessity  of  covering  tlie  harbour  of  v^^S^-*^-/ 
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Corunna  for  a  time  had  rendered  indispensable  to      Jmiar/. 

assume,  the  native  and  undaunted  valour  of  Bri-  to^^^DaWdT^ 

tish  troops  was  never  niore  conspicuous,  atiTd  must 

have  exceeded  what  even  your  own  experience  of 

that  invaluable  quality,  so  inherent  in  them,  may 

have  taught  you  to  expect.     When  every  one  that 

bad  an  opportunity  seetned  to  vie  in  improving  it, 

it  is  difficult  for  me,  in  making  this  report,  to  se- 

le€t    particular    instances  for  your  approbation. 

The  corps  chiefly  engaged  were  the  brigades  under 

major-generals  lord  William  Bentinck,  and  Man* 

ningham  and  Leith;    and  the  brigade  of  guards 

under  major-general  Warde. 

To  these  officers,  and  the  troops  under  their 
immediate  orders,  the  greatest  praise  is  due.  Ma- 
jor-general Hill  and  colonel  Catlin  Crauford,  with 
their  brigades  on  the  left  of  the  position,  ably 
supported  their  advanced  posts.  The  brunt  of  the 
action  fell  upon  the  4th,  42d,  tfOth,  and  8Ist  re-^ 

« 

giments,  with  parts  of  the  brigade  of  guards,  and 
the  26th  regiment.  From  lieutenant-colonel  Mur- 
ray, quarter-master-general,  and  the  officers  of  the 
general  staff,  I  received  the  most  marked  assist-, 
ance.  I  had  reason  to  regret,  that  the  illness  of 
brigadier-general   Clinton,    adjutant-general,    de- 
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prived  me  of  his  aid.  I  was  indebted  to  biigadierr 
general  Slade  during  the  action,  for  a  zealous  offer 
of  his  personal  services,  although  the  cavaliy  weie 
embarked. 

The  greater  part  of  the  fleet  having  gone  to  sea 
yesterday  evening,  the  whole  being  under  weigh, 
and  the  corps  in  the  embarkation  necessarily  much 
mixed  on  board,  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  lay 
before  you  a  return  of  our  casualties.  I  hope  the 
loss  in  numbers  is  not  so  fliconsiderable  as  might 
have  been  expected.  If  I  was  obliged  to  form  an 
estimate,  I  should  say,  that  I  believe  it  did  not 
exceed,  in  killed  and  wounded,  from  seven  to 
eight  hundred ;  that  of  the  enemy  must  remain 
unknown,  but  many  circumstances  induce  me  to  late 
it  at  nearly  double  the  above  number.  We  have  some 
prisoners,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an 
account  of  the  number ;  it  is  not,  howeveri  cop- 
siderable.  Several  offigers  of  rank  have  fallen  pr 
been  wounded,  among  whom  I  am  only  at  present 
enabled  to  state  the  names  of  lieut-colonel  Napier, 
92d  regiment,  majors  Napier  and  Stanhope  SQfii 
regiment,  killed;  lieut-colonel  Winch,  4tb  ref^ 
ment,  lieut-colonel  Maxwell,  26th  re^men^  lieu.L- 
colonel  Fane,  59  th  regiment,  lieut-K:olonel  Grif^ 
fith,  guards,  majors  Miller  and  Williams,  SI st  re- 
giment, wounded. 


\ 


UNt)£tt  Srll  iOHK  HOORX.  1^' 

To  you,  who  are  well  acqttaintefl  with  the  ex-    v,„f  *  ^' 
cdlent  qualities  of  lieut.-general  sir  John  Moore,  I        ^^^^^"^ 
need  not  expatiate  oh  tlie  loss  the  army  and  his  g^'^'"*^^ 
country  have  sugtained  by  his  death.     His  fall  has  ^^^^ 
deprived  me  of  a  valuable  friend^  to  whom  long 
experience  of  his  worth  had  sincerely  attached 
me.    But  it  is  chiefly  on  public  grounds  that.  I 
must  lament  the  blow.    It  will  be  the  consolation 
of  every  one  who  loved  or  respected  his  manly 
character,  that,  after  conducting  the  army  through 
an  arduous  retreat  with  consummate  firnonessi  he 
has  terminated  a  career  of  distinguished  honour 
by  a  death  that  has  given  the  enemy  additional 
reason  to  respect  the  name  of  a  British  soldier*. 
Like  the  immortal  Wolfe,  he  is  snatched  from  hi^ 
country  at  an  early  period  of  a  life  spent  in  her 
service !  like  Wolfe,  his  last  moments  were  gilded 
by  the  prospect  of  success,  and  cheered  by  theac-. 
clamation  of  victory !   like  Wolfe,  also,    his  me- 
mory will  for  ever  remain  sacred  in  that  country 
which  he  sincerely  loved,  an^  which  he  had  so 
faithfully  served  !  > 

It  remains  for  me  only  to  express  my  hope,  that 
you  will  speedily  be  restored  to  the  service  of  your 
country ;  and  to  lament  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stance  that  removed  you  from  your  station  in  thc^ 
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field,  and  threw  the  momentary  command  into  br 
less  able  hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

John  Hopje,  IieuL*gciiciaL 

To  Lieui.'Gaieral  Sir  David  Baird^ 

SfC.  Sfc.  ifc.  * 


Thus  ended  this   liapless    expedition,    wIucIh 

r 

tliough  it  cannot  certainly  be  said  to  have  been 
commenced  under  great  promise,  yet  could  not  but 
excite  very  considerable  expectation,  and  ctmae- 
quently  produce  in  its  results  the  most  poignant 
disappointment. 

If  the  comparatively  small  use  made  of  the  ad*-' 

•  "i 

vantages  derived  from  the  battle  of  Vimiera,  as 

• 

described  in  the  former  book,  tended  to  impair  the 
confidence  of  the  allies,  how  much  more  must  the 
fruitless  advance  and  extraordinary  retreat  of  this 
army  check  their  hopes  of  support,  or  increase 
their  fears  of  its  utility,  should  the  honour'of  the' 
British  government  induce  any  further  attempt  in' 
the  cause. 

Of  the  conduct  of  sir  John  Moore  in  this  com- 
mand, some  observations,  of  the  present  writer  at 
the  time,*  may  be  repeated. 

He  went  to  Spain,  probably,  as  he  did  to  S we*" 
den,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  al-' 
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Uatice  under  which  he  was  sent  to  act ;'— what  i»  ^il^fi^' 
worse,  it  is  certain  that  he  was  unacquainted  with 
the    country,    and    the   force  his  army  was   to 
strengthen,    and    that  he   conceived  himself  so 
hound  and  swaddled  in  ministerial  orders,  as  even 
to  rendeMAe  energies  of  a  life  devoted  to  military 
tactics,  of  no  avail,.but  to  mark  with  more  ago^ 
nising  precision,  at  every  step,  the  certain  ruin  of 
his  hopes  and  his  army — terrible  contemplation! 
But,  most  of  all,  tvas  to  be  regretted  the  result  of 
that  cautious  desire  of  preserving  his  army  unim- 
paired, from  sijear  of  public  outcry,  at  any  sacri* 
fice  it  might  experience.     Little  as  the  British 
public  might  be  inclined  to  hear  of  a  ^'  sacrifice  of 
blopd  and  treasure,"  (a  prominent  theme  in  the  po4 
litical  discussion  of  Englishmen,)  merely  ta  create 
a  diversion  in  favour  of  an  ally,    the  result  of 
which  must  be  extremely  equivocal  pit  must  still 
less  relish  the  idea  of  that  army,  selected  from  the 
flower  of  Britain,  and  better  appointed  than  any 
other  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  ,d riven  with  igno* 
miny  and  in  misery  through  Spain,    destrojnng 
horses,    abandoning    treasures,  gradually   sinking 
through  exhaustion  into  death ;  and,  its  remains 
at  length,  compelled  to  fight  that  very  enemy,  pow* 
erless,  and  at  every  disadvantage,   which  befonr 
might  have  been  coml^ted  with,  at  least  a  greater 
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in  the  former,  than  in  the  latter  suppositton,  par* 
licularly  if  we  had  acted  in  concert  with  the  niar^ 
quis  de  la  Komana,  who,  it  must  in  candour  be 

confessed,  shewed  every  disposition  to  act  in  coo* 

• 

cert  with  us.  *    , 

The  same  intelligent  writer  observes,  fh  another 
place,  those  who  ascribe  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Spaniards  to  any  thing  but  a  want  of  good-viU  in 
their  own  cause,  were  soon  confirmed  in  their  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  that  nation  by  the  iriost  con- 
vincing facts.  What  stronger  proof  could  be 
desired  of  patriotism  in  any  country,  than  that  the 
people  of  Asturias  and  Galicia,  after  they  saw 
themselves  abandoned  by  a  gallant  body  of  more 
than  S5,000  British  troops,*  disdained  to  submit  to 
that  very  French  army,  from  which  it  was  gene- 
rally supposed,  that  we  had  ma<lc  a  fortunate  es- 
cape, in  being  able  to  effect  our  re-embarkation^ 
after  a  rapid  retreatl 

Happy  f<ir  the  cause  of  Europe  that  this  spirit 


•  Such  was  our  force  in  December,  I  SOSj  before  we  hcgui  te 
retreat. 

t  Wc  have  in  Engbnd  an  unreflecting  way  of  laying  thai  tin 
Spaniard!,  from  the  advantage  of  fighting  in  their  own  coiintsy, 
may,  aflcr  every  defeat,  dispcric  and  ro-a<temble  at  will,as  if  Umj  ^ 
were  men  of  a  peculiar  species,  exempt  from  the  hardshipi  cf 
war.  On  the  contrary,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Spaniaida 
may  not  suffer  more  misery  than  either  the  French  or  Eng^ilu 
They  arc  always  half-starved ;  for  if  our  commisnriat  be  defieo- 
4ivc,  iheii's  is  a  perfect  chaos.    They  are  often  half-naked,  and 
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maOy*  (says  major  Pasley,f )  although  the  army  utider 
his  command  was  inadequate  *for  deciding  the  fate  ^^^ 
of  Spain,  still  it  was  capable  of  doing  something ;  UuoMy. 
iully  capableatleastof  maintaining  its  footingin  the 
peninsula,  in  which  it  might  have  derived  consider- 
able assUllnce  from  the  Spaniards ;  and,  as  the  war 
between  France  and  Austria  brokeout  immediately 
afterwards,  such  a  system  would  have  been,  not 
merely  practicable,  but  highly  advantageous  to  the 
common  cause  of  Spain,  of  Germany,  and  of  Britain. 
If  sir  John  Moore  had  fought  any  where  on  the 
frontier  of»  Galicia,  instead  of  fighting  after  his 
harassing  retreat  to  Corunna ;  as  the  army  would 
have  been  both  less  exhausted  and  more  numerous, 
surely  the  chances  ar^  that  we  should  have  been 
equally,  if  not  more,  capable. of  beating  the. Frendi 

*  Sir  John  Moore  was  certainly  ^reat  in  every  sense  of  tbe 
word ;  as  an  officer  skilful,  gallant,  and  zealous ;  an  excellent 
subject,  a  true  patriot,  a  high-minded,  amiable  man.  And 
surely  those  who,  admitting  all  this,  merely  state  their  oproion^  . 
that  he  was  for  once  mistaken,  advance  nothing  that  ought,  in 
justice,  to  be  considered  derogatory  either  to  his  talents  or  repu- 
tation. Buonaparte  seems  equally  to  have  mistaken  the  dia* 
lact^'  of  the  Spaniards,  or  he  would  certainly  have  been  pre- 
p^oed  to  act  more  vigorously  at  the  commence  of  the  contest.  In 
all  probability  he  mast  have  supposed  timt'the  army,  whidi  he  . ; 

bad  in  Spain  in  May,  1808,  was  capable  of  overwhelming  aD 
opposition.  By  his  former  experience  in  Italy,  in  Germany,  8sc; 
fbe  would  hare  been  fully  warranted  In  such  a  supposition. 

i  Essay  on  the  Military  Policy,  &c.  p.  201. 
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licularly  if  we  had  acted  in  concert  with  the  m4r^ 
quis  de  la  llomana,  who,  it  must  in  candour  be 

confessed,  shewed  e\'ery  disposition  to  act  in  coo* 

• 

cert  with  us.  •    , 

The  same  intelligent  writer  obsenxs,  1ft  another 
place,  those  who  ascribe  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Spaniards  to  any  thing  but  a  want  of  good-vill  in 
their  own  cause,  were  soon  confirmed  in  their  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  that  nation  \yy  the  iriost  con- 
vincing facts.  What  stronger  proof  could  be 
desired  of  patriotism  in  any  country,  than  that  the 
people  of  Asturias  and  Galicia,  after  they  saw 
themselves  abandoned  by  a  gallant  body  of  more 
than  S5,000  British  troops,*  disdained  to  aubmrt  to 
that  very  French  army,  from  which  it  was  gene- 
rally supposed,  that  we  had  ma<lc  a  fortunate  es- 
cape, in  being  able  to  effect  our  re-embarkatioii, 
after  a  rapid  retreat^ 

Happy  for  the  cause  of  Europe  that  this  spirit 

•  Such  was  our  force  in  December,  I  SOS,  before  we  hqpn  te 
retreat. 

t  We  have  in  Engbnd  an  unreflecting  way  of  laying  that  tin 
Spaniard!,  from  the  advantage  of  fighting  in  their  own  country, 
may,  aflcr  every  defeat,  disperse  and  rc-a^icmble  at  wtll,as  if  thij  - 
were  men  of  a  peculiar  spcciei,  exempt  from  the  hardihipa  cf 
war.  On  the  contrary,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  SpanianU 
may  not  luffcr  more  misery  than  either  the  French  or  En^ilu' 
They  arc  a!ways  half-starved ;  for  if  our  commiuariat  be  defeo- 
4ive,  theii's  is  a  perfect  chaos.    They  arc  often  half-naked,  and 
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man,*  (says  major  Pasley,f)  although  the  army  utider 
his  command  was  inadequate  'for  deciding  the  fate 
of  Spain,  stilt  it  was  capable  of  doing  something ;  SmuKy. 
iuUy  capable  at  least  of  maintaining  its  footing  in  the 
peiunsula,  in  which  it  might  have  derived  consider- 
able asstflnce  from  the  Spaniards ;  and,  as  the  war 
between  France  and  Austria  brokeout  immediately 
afterMrards^  such  a  system  would  have  been,  not 
imerely  practicable,  but  highly  advantageous  to  the 
coipnum  cause  of  Spain,  of  Germany,  and  of  Britain. 
If  sir  John  Moore  had  fought  any  where  on  the 
frontier  of»  Ga^icia,  instead  of  fighting  after  Iris 
harassing  retreat  to  Cor-unna ;  as  the  army  would 
have  been  both  less  exhausted  ^nd  more  numerous, 
mixply.  the  chances  are,  that  we  should  have  been 
equally,  if  not  more,  capable  of  beating  the.  Frendi 

*  ;$ir  Jdui  Moore  was  certainly  ^reat  in  every  se|ise  of  tbe 
word ;  as  an  officer  skilful,  gallant,  and  zealous ;  an  excellent 
subject,  a  true  patriot,  a  high-minded,  amiable  man.  And 
surely  tbbse  who,  admitting  all  this,  merely  state  their  oproion,  . 
that  he  was  for  once  mistaken,  advance  nothing  that  ought,  in 
justice^  to  be  considered  derogatory  either  to  his  talents  or  repu- 
tation. Buonaparte  seems  equally  to  have  mistaken  the  dia* 
fBctlf^  of  the  Spaniards,  or  he  would  certainly  have  been  pre- 
P90ed  to  act  more  vigorously  at  the  commence  of  the  contest.  *In 
all  probability  'he  mast  bave  supposed  timt'the  army,  which  he  ^ 
bad  in  Spain  in  May,  1808,  was  capable  of  overwhelming  aD 
opposition.  By  his  former  experience  in  Italy,  in  Germany,  &;c. 
we  MToidd  hare  been  fiiUy  warrahted  in  such  a  supposition. 

^  Essay  on  the  Military  Pplicyi  &c.  p.  201. 
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in  the  former,  than  in  the  latter  suppositibn,  "pbr* 
ticularly  if  we  had  acted  in  concert  with  the  miP" 
quis  de  la  Romana,  who,  it  must  in  canrfoiir  be 

confessed,  shewed  every  disposition  to  act  itt  coo- 

• 

cert  with  us.  '^    / 

The  same  intelligent  writer  observes,  Wanotbcir 
place,  those  who  ascribe  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Spaniards  to  any  thing  but  a  want  of  good^trill  in 
their  own  cause,  were  soon  confirmed  in  thefr  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  that  nation  by  the  ibost  con- 
vincing facts.  What  stronger  proof  could  hk 
desired  of  patriotism  in  any  country,  than  that  the 
people  of  Asturias  and  Galicia,  after  they  saw 
themselves  abandoned  by  a  gallant  body  of  more 
than  S5,000  British  troops,*  disdained  to  submitM 
that  very  French  army,  from  which  it  was  gene^ 
rally  supposed,  that  we  Iiad  made  a  fortunate  es- 
cape, in  being  able  to  effect  our  re-embarkatioi^ 
after  a  rapid  retreatf 

Happy  for  the  cause  of  Europe  that  this  qiirit 

*  Such  fi-as  our  force  in  December,  ISOS,  before  we  bcgui  to 
rcUx^. 

t  We  have  in  England  an  unreflecting  way  of  mybf  Hmk  tta 
Spaniards,  from  the  advantage  of  fighting  in  their  own  counliy, 
may,  after  every  defeat,  disperse  and  re-auembleat  wilpM  MHnBf  » 
were  men  of  a  peculiar  species,  exempt  from  the  hilihi|ii  «f 
M-ar.  On  the  contrary,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  fiyiiimja 
mav  ni>t  sudler  more  misery  than  (»ther  the  Ficach  or  Ei^^bki 
Thov  arc  a!wavs  half-starved ;  for  if  our  commimafiif  he  deface 
iiw,  thcii'i  is  a  perfect  chaos.    They  are  ofken  hilfaokwtj  wad 
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<iid  exist ;  and  no  less  happy  for  the  character  of  ^cJ^^jhl^- 
Great  Britain  was  it  that  a  small  number  of  Bri- 
tish officers,  claiming  their  chief  distinctions  Iq^s 
from  rank,  than  ability  and  courage,  had  so  far  im- 
proved the  small  number  of  Portuguese  troops,  for 
which  arms  could  be  obtained,  (with  the  exception 
of  the  force  under  their  own  generals,)  as  to  form 
even  under  all  the  evils  entailed  upon  the  allied 
arms  by  the  retreat  of  sir  John  Moore,  not  only  a 
diversion  of  the  enemy,  wonderful  from  the  extent  ' 
of  the  force,  but  even  a  defence  of  the  frontier  of 
Portugal !    A  diversion  and  a  defence,  which  there^ 
is  at  the  same  time  reason  to  believe,  not  only  re- 

withbit  shoes.  At  the  period  of  sir  John  Moore^s  retreat^  a  con- 
tagious fever  prevailed  among  the  marquis  de  la  Romana's  troops^ 
owing  to  the  hardships  which  they  had  suffered  in  Biscay.  A. 
man's  being  in  his  own  country  can  neither  feed,  clddie/ cCire, 
nor  shelter  him ;  if  food,  clothes,  medicine,  and  lodgings,  are- 
not  to  be  found.  To  me  the  distresses  oL  the  Spaniards  were  tiie 
most  moving  sight  that  I  ever  beheld.  Men,  whom  a  few  months 
before  I  had  seen  full  of  health  and  courage,  and  who^  if  they 
liad  been  better  displiiied,  were  capable  of  destroying  the 
French  to  whom  they  were  opposed,  ^  rags,  without  a  cloak  lo 
cover  them,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  worn  out  by  wounds  or 
disease,  with  despair  in  their  countenances ;  such  was  the  con- 
dition  of  the  Spanish  sick.  I  once  saw  a  great  number  of  open  ^ 
carls  full  of  poor  men,  in  (he  lamentable  state  just  described^ 
stop  at  a  village  when  the  snow  was  on  the  ground,  wbere^  in*- 
stead  of  the  shelter  and  food  which  they  expected,  they  found 
that  ahnost  every  house  of  it  had  been  burnt.  What  became  of 
them  afterwards,  God  knows  !  I  can  scarcely,  however, . Jilp* ' 
pose  that  one  of  them  is  alive  at  this  moment.  These  are  no 
common  sufTerinjpi  .4.,;  ^o 
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